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Gilad Shalit's years of captivity 
expected to end 

Prisoner-exchange 
deal brokered between 

Israel and Hamas 
B Y URIEL H ELLMAN 

OTA) - If Israeli soldier Gilad 
Shalit is freed in the prisoner
exchange deal with H amas that 
was approved by Israel's Cabinet 
in a 26-3 vote late Tuesday night, 
it will raise two immediate ques-

GILAD SHALIT, in captivity 

tions: Which side finally acceded 
to the other's demands after years 

of fru itless negotiations since 
Shalit was captured in a June 2006 
raid along the Israel-Gaza border, 
and what took so long to get here? 

Israeli Prime Minister Ben
jamin Netanyahu offered some 
hints about the first issue in a 
hastily called news conference 
shortly before going into the spe
cial Cabinet meeting. This deal, he 
suggested, was the best Israel was 
goi ng to get, so if Israel was ever 
going to recover Shali t, it had to 
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Some will take the 'Food Stamp Challenge' 

Occupy Wall Street is like 
Israel's sununer protests 

Challenge offers 
opportunity for 

advocacy 

BY ANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

Those who 'have not' 
protest against those 

who 'have' 

Bv ADAM CHANDLER 

NEW YORK (Tablet) - As the 
Occupy Wall Street protest enters 
its third week, with demonstrations 
popping up in more than 10 cities, 
the protesters are aggressively 
pushing a comparison to the Arab 
Spring. Some say the movement 
has channeled the zeal (or perhaps 
the naivete, others would argue) 
of the 1960s anti-war demonstra
tions . But it's not Tahrir Square 
or Chicago in 1968 that Occupy 
Wall Street most resembles. It's 
the protests for economic justice 
that swept Israel this summer. 

Start with location. Like the J14 
- the catchy name for the Israel 
protests, taken from the date, July 
14, when they began - the Occupy 

Wall Street activists have staked 
out their turf in the heart of the 
American banking industry. 

In Tel Aviv, hundreds of protest
ers railed against the high cost of 
housing by setting up tents in the 
area of the city that houses Isra
el's largest banks, specifically on 
Rothschild Boulevard, an exclusive 
street named after Baron Edmond 
James de Rothschild, a member of 
the famous Jewish banking family 
and a patron of Zionist causes. 

In lower Manhattan, the 
Occupy Wall Street protesters have 
made their base two-and-one-half 
blocks from the ew York Stock 
Exchange in Zuccotti Park. While 
there are no tents allowed, hun
dreds of protesters have made the 
park their temporary home, camp
ing out in sleeping bags despite 
rain and the early autumn chill. 

Rothschild Boulevard in Tel 
Aviv houses Independence Hall, 
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W ULDYOUBE 
ontent if your 
ntire day's food 
onsumpt i on 

cost, at most, S4.50? That's what 
Americans eligible to receive food 
aid through the Supplemental 
Nutritional Assistance Program 
(SNAP) (commonly called food 
stamps) received in 2010- $133. 79 
per person per month, just $4.50 
per day. 

With hunger and homelessness 

■ ~irn:;r~c! 
number s 
of Rhode 
I slanders, 
local orga
nizations, 

including the Alliance's Com
munity Relations Council (CRC), 
the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 
and the Rhode Island Coalition 

/Nancy Kirsch 

JAKE, left, and SETH FELDMAN, twin sons of Stuart and 
Mara Feldman, are - at age 5 - the youngest Temple Beth-El 

congregants to help sort food on Sunday, Oct. 9. 

to Fight Poverty with Faith, will 
participate in the national "Food 
Stamp Challenge'' from Oct. 27 
through Nov. 3. Individuals in 
Rhode Island and in communi
ties across the nation are invited 
to adhere to a daily food budget of 
S4.50 per person. 

'We hope," said Marty Cooper, 
CRC director, "that people who 
participate in the 'Food Stamp 
Challenge' will become advocates 

for continued funding of SNAP 
and other nutritional programs, 
such as WIC (Women, Infants 
and Children). With budget woes 
in Washington, these programs 
are at risk of being cut. Rhode 
Islanders can contact Senators Jack 
Reed and Sheldon Whitehouse 
and Rep. David Cicilline or Rep. 
Jim Langevin to urge support for 
these programs." 
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Home Improvement & Construction 

ALL HOME REPAIRS INCLUDING: 
CARPENTRY, TILE, PAINTING, 
LOCKSMITH, ROOFING, ALL 

CLEANING, BASEMENT & ATTIC 
CLEANING, ALSO CARPET & 

UPHOLSTERY CLEANING, ETC. 

WE CAN DO EVERYTHING AT A REASONABLE PRICE 

LICENSED• INSURED 

401-248-8411 OR 401-521-1477 
Providence, Rhode Island 
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Jewish community 
participates in 
annual event 
Bv M ARTY C ooPER 

mcooper@shalomri.org 
and 

D AVID L EACH 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - "Take 
Charge, Get Tested" was the 
theme for this year's AIDS Walk 
on Sunday, O ct. 2. Organized by 
AIDS Project Rhode Island, the 
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CRC raises funds for AIDS awareness 

/ David Leach 
DAVID LEACH, Amy Stein, Debbie Blitz and Marty Cooper stand in front of the Statehouse 

at the AIDS Project Rhode Island fundraiser on Sunday, Oct. 2. 

program drew hundreds of indi
viduals to the Statehouse grounds 
to launch the annual three-mile 
AIDS Walk, one that began and 
ended at the Statehouse, and trav
eled via South Main Street to Fox 
Point, a neighborhood of Provi
dence's East Side. 

Web site, the number of people 
living with HIV has increased in 
the state. The good news, however, 
is that the number of new cases 
seems to have stabilized. 

group placed ads in this newspaper 
and sent emails to the community 
asking for support. Dennis Byrnes, 
a task force member, contributed 
an article this newpaper about the 
event and the AIDS crises in our 
country. 

Governor Lincoln and Stepha
nie Chafee were this year's hon-

orary chairs for the AIDS Walk. 
Stephanie Chafee, who has a back
ground in nursing and was an early 
activist in Rhode Island for AIDS 
awareness and treatment issues, 
spoke to those gathered about the 
importance and need for current 
rapid HIV testing. 

Barbara Morse-Silva, health 
reporter for Channel 10, the local 
NBC affiliate, served as master 
of ceremonies and introduced 
a number of community lead
ers, including among others, U.S. 
Representative David N. Cicil
line (D -RI-1), Providence Mayor 
Angel Taveras and Tom Bertrand, 
project director for AIDS Project 
Rhode Island. 

The event hosted several tents 
offering a variety of services and 
information including free, con
fidential rapid testing by trained 
volunteers. 

Amy Stein, wife of Rabbi Peter 
Stein, was event coordinator. 
Debbie Blitz and Dennis Byrnes, 
both active members of the CRC's 
AIDS Task Force, were among 
the many Jewish participants who 
attended the program and "walked 
the walk." 

For more information about the 
Community Relations Council, con
tact Marty Cooper al 421-4111, ext. 
171 or mcooper@shalomri.org. 

Contact David L each, CRC 
member, at dhl196@aol.com. 

SeniorsNeterans 

Primarily a fundraiser, the event 
also is designed to educate people 
and raise awareness about AIDS. 
According to the AIDS Project 

The Alliance's Community 
Relations Council (CRC) was a 
sponsor of the annual walk. The 
CRC's AIDS Task Force has a 
mission of providing community 
outreach and education about 
AIDS and HIV. This year, the Statement of Ownership 

Finding friends at The Miriam Hospital Fall Festival 
CREATURES OF ALL SHAPES and sizes attend The Miriam Hospital Fall Festival on Hope Street on t he 
East Side of Provide nce on Sunday, Oct. 2. Some creatures - Big Nazo puppets - pose with Wendy 
Joering, Jew ish community concierge. Joering, who had a table filled with information about All iance 
classes, programs and events, spoke to some 75 people about the Alliance. 
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your aging parent. 

more than you con give? 
Toking care of on a ging 
parent can be overwhelming. 
But our highly trained 
professionals bring a caring 
approach to our clients, in 
the familiarity of their own 
homes. We make life better 
for your parent and you too. 

Coll 40 1.751.9660 or visit us a l 
ColhleenNoughtonAssoc.com 
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The mitzvah in the 
bar or bat mitzvah 
experience, by Pam 
Vogel ... 
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poignant first-person 
accounts ... 
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Rabbi Peter Stein's 
d'var Torah offers 
insights into the 
meaning of Sukkot. .. 
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Dr. Stanley Aronson 
reveals the origins 
of the hospice 
movement. .. 

When will Israel 
mend its ways? 

BY ALICE SHALVI 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald THE MOST exciting 
and encouraging aspect 
of this year was the 
social protest move

ment that began (on purpose or by 
chance?) July 14, le quatorze juil/et, 
anniversary of the outbreak of the 
French Revolution. 

After years of passively endur
ing increasing cuts in all the social 
services, which Israel at one time 
excelled in providing for its citi
zens, a new spirit emerged. Led 
by the younger generation, among 
them (gratifyingly) numerous very 
impressive women, the public at 
large, especially the middle-class 
professionals like ourselves, finally 
gave physical and vocal expression 
to their discontent and their deter
mination to bring about an end to 
the plutocracy/kleptocracy which 
has so enriched a minority at the 
expense of the vast majority. 

The tent cities, the mass protests, 
the brilliant and inspiring speeches 
of the young leaders have all had an 
impact on the government, though 
not as yet leading to major changes 
that are necessary: cheaper rentals, 
lower food prices, better (and less 
costly) education, improved health 
care, more employment - so many 
of the benefits of life to which we 
were long accustomed and which 
we took too much for granted. 

I, too, participated in the ulti
mate "million person" protest, 
here in Jerusalem, where an angry 
60,000 people, a true cross-section 
of Jerusalem society, filled Paris 
Square (adjacent to the prime 
minister's residence) and the sur
rounding streets. I borrowed a 
wheelchair from Yad Sarah (an 
excellent organization that lends 
medical equipment free of charge, 
[a relative] drove us right up to the 
police cordon and then pushed 

Jewish Voice c5z_,Herald October 14, 2011 

FROM OVERSEAS 

PAGE 3 

The young shall lead us 

me to the epicenter of the crowd, 
facing the speakers' platform. 
It was an exhilarating, exciting 
experience and, to my surprise, 
reminded me of the anti-Mandate 
marches in which I participated 
as a student in the late 1940s, in 
protest against British restriction 
of Jewish immigration to Eretz 
Yisrael, making our way along the 
Strand to Trafalgar Square. 

Interestingly enough, the protest 
organizers refrained from pointing 
out what to me, as to many others 
of the so-called "Left" seems obvi
ous, namely the extent to which 
the current economic injustice is 
due to the injustice of the Occu
pation, the priority given to the 
settlements and the excessive 
expenditure on military equip
ment and personnel. While this 
restraint was clearly intended to 
prevent division among the vari
ous political sectors participating 
in the protest, I feel that at some 
point facing up to the (to some 
people unpalatable) truth may be 
inevitable and what will happen 
then is anybody's guess. 

I hope that the "think tanks" 
of experts that the movement 
has established (in which leading 

experts on social and economic 
issues are participating) will act 
quickly and make wise practical 
and realistic recommendations 
that can serve as the basis for fur
ther pressure on the government. 
We must not allow the enthusiasm 
and determination of the last two 
months to evaporate, returning us 
to our former state of frustration 

"There is no viable 
political alternative 

in sight." 

and, in consequence, apathy. 
As I write, the outcome of the 

Palestinian determination to 
appeal to the U.N. for recogni
tion is still in doubt. It is sad that 
Israel is still so firmly opposed to 
putting an end to colonization and 
occupation. We need new leader
ship, a new government, one less 
inclined to acts of arrogance and 
injustice on both sides of the 1967 
borders. Unfortunately, there is no 
viable political alternative in sight. 
Labour is in shambles, Kadima is 

too similar to Likud and one can 
only hope and pray that there is no 
massive move to the ultra-nation
alist right or to ultra-Orthodoxy. 
We watch with considerable 
dismay the way in which the 
American public is swinging from 
Obama and liberal values. Will 
sanity prevail? 

So much for the public issues 
that have occupied much of our 
time during the past year. May it 
be a year of progress, fulfillment 
of hopes and prayers, a year of 
less conflict within and between 
nations and perhaps even - God 
willing - a year that brings all of 
us closer to peaceful co-existence. 

Alice Sha/vi, a leading Israeli scholar 
and feminist, was awarded the 
Israel Prize in 2007 for her lifetime 
achievement and special contribution 
to society and the State of Israel and, 
in 2000, an honorary degree from 
Brown University. 

With Sha/vi's permission, 7he 
Voice & Herald excerpted part of 
her annual R osh Hashanah letter to 
family and friends, including Voice & 
Herald editorial board member Elea
nor L ewis. 
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Fine and (mostly) 
free activities 

AJFTER COMPLAINING late 
Sunday night in an email to a 
abbinic friend of feeling "as 
ry as a dried-up river" about 

this column, he graciously replied, "I am 
confident that the waters of inspiration 
will well up within you .. ." Although he 
may be more kind than correct, I'll simply 
use this column to recommend some of 
Rhode Island's finest - and mostly free -
experiences. 

• Get thee to a library ... 

Shortly before Kol Nidre, I visited my 
local library to pick up a book I'd ordered. 
A mistake? Maybe yes, maybe no. That 
book, plus four other new books, lured 
me into one of my most all-consuming 
pleasures: Reading. With a good read, 
I'm never lonely, bored or restless. That's 
the good news. The downside, of course, 
is that I needed to prepare for the break
the-fast I was hosting for a couple of dozen 
people, yet the books were oh-so-tempting. 
I treated myself to one book before the 
break-the fast. I love libraries; if I choose 
unwisely, there's no economic downside, 
as there is in a bad choice at a bookstore 
- I simply return the unread book to the 
library. 

• Volunteer . . . 

For the umpteenth time, members of 
my synagogue's Social Action Commit
tee strained to read the expiration dates 
on donated food, evaluated which agency 
could best use certain items and marveled 
at the number of full bags collected at the 
High H oly Days food drive. I love the easy 
camaraderie and familiarity of the rhythm 
of sorting food and repacking bags for sev
eral sites around greater Providence. Sad
dened to remember how many students 
must rely on school breakfasts and lunches 
and miss meals on the weekends, I was 
heartened to see three generations of vol
unteers working to ease their hunger and 
that of others, albeit temporarily. 

• Beg, borrow or steal (no, make that 
rent) a kayak or canoe ... 

When my husband and I kayak with 
friends, as we do several times a season, 
we are surprised by the beauty of our sur
roundings - "This is Central Falls?" and 
the dearth of humanity - "Where is every
one? Why aren't other people on the Black
stone or the Narrow or the Pawtuxet ... ?" 
Although we risk Rhode Island's water
ways becoming overrun with boaters, I 
urge you to use this superb opportunity to 
enjoy Mother Nature, which, like public 
libraries, may be an endangered species. 

• See "The Ides of M arch ." 
It's not free, but go. To political insid

ers who slammed it because it is unrealis
tic {see www.politico.com), I say, "It's not 
a documentary it's a movie!") Based on 
the play "Farragut North" which politico. 
com says was inspired by a former staffer 
for Howard Dean, its cast is outstanding 
- George Clooney, Paul Giamatti, Ryan 
Gosling, Philip Seymour Hoffman and 
Marisa Tomei. I found it a fascinating film 
about politics, integrity and choices. Real
istic or not, it's worth the money. 

IT SEEMS To ME 

The extraordinary chutzpah of Ed Koch 
Former NYC mayor out
of touch with mainstream 

American Jewry 

ED KOCH, NEW York City's 
mayor from 1978 through 1989, 
can be very entertaining. Some 
years ago, he spoke to a large 

gathering at Temple Beth-El in Providence. 
In place of a formal presentation, Koch 

Rabbi Jim 
Rosenberg 

engaged the audience for 
an hour or so in what he 
called "Q and A," ques
tions and answers. Koch, 
a master of off-the-cuff 
repartee, responded to the 
wide range of queries with 
perceptive playfulness and, 
of course, his trademark 
chutzpah. 

Perhaps you remem
ber the classic example of 
chutzpah: A man mur

ders his father and mother and then throws 
himself on the mercy of the court because 
he is an orphan! Often, Koch's chutzpah is 
endearing; at other times, however, it can 
be the explosive expression of his ego run 
amok. 

It seems to me that Koch exhibited chutz
pah at its most destructive by actively cam
paigning for the Republican candidate, Bob 
Turner, who was seeking the open seat in 
the Brooklyn-Qieens Ninth Congressional 
District's special election. As many readers 
will remember, the seat was left open after 
Representative Anthony Weiner, a Demo
crat, resigned in disgrace. In part as a result 
of Koch's abandoning party loyalty, the 
Ninth District went Republican for the first 
time since 1922. 

By his own admission, Koch did not sup
port Turner because he thought he would 
be a better man in Washington than his 
Democratic opponent, David Weprin; nor 
did he support Turner over Weprin because 
he thought the former was the stronger 
supporter of Israel. Rather, Koch wanted 
to send President Obama a message: Mr. 
President, Jewish voters will not continue 
to support you unless you take a more "pro
Israel" position. 

In Koch's own words: "I'm hopeful that 
the president and the Democratic Party will 
look at the election which took place in the 
9th CD [Congressional District] in Brook
lyn and Qieens and decide that they were 
on the wrong track. They ought to revisit 
their position on how to deal with Israel in a 
way that would be comparable to what every 
president since 1948, Harry Truman, did 
(sic) - a special ally relationship." 

Long a vocal critic of Obama's stance 
regarding Israel, Koch begins his opinion 
piece in the March 29, 2010 issue of Real 
Clear Politics with this statement: "Presi
dent Obama's abysmal attitude toward the 
State oflsrael and his humiliating treatment 
of Prime Minister Netanyahu is shocking." 

Last spring, Koch took issue with 
Obama's statement in his May 19 address 

"Netanyahu states that 
lsrae1 owes Obama 

'a specia1 measure of 
gratitude."' 

on the Middle East and North Africa that 
"we believe the borders of Israel and Pales
tine should be based on the 1967 lines with 
mutually agreed swaps .. ." 

Nothing in Obama's statement is unprec
edented or surprising. Every American 
administration - and until now every Israeli 
administration - has understood the 1967 
lines as the starting point (emphasis in 
original) for negotiations. "Mutually agreed 
swaps" provides the necessary diplomatic 
wiggle room. 

Nobody - not the Israelis, not even the 
Palestinians - is suggesting, for example, 
that the city ofMaaleh Adumim, which sits 
east of Jerusalem beyond the Green Line, 
will become part of a future Palestinian 
state. Nevertheless, with a logic so contorted 
that not even Koch himself can fathom it, 
the former New York City mayor insists that 
Obama's statement of the obvious is some
how showing shocking disrespect for our 
ally. 

As many of you know, on Sept. 9 the 
Israeli embassy in Cairo was attacked. 

On Sunday, Sept. 11, after the success
ful resolution of the crisis, Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu issued the following 
public statement: "I would like to express 
my gratitude to President Barack Obama. 
I asked for his help. This was a decisive 
and fateful moment. He said, 'I will do 
everything I can.' And so he did. He used 
every considerable means and influence of 
the United States to help us. We owe him 
a special measure of gratitude. This attests 
to the strong alliance between Israel and the 
United States. This alliance between Israel 
and the United States is especially impor
tant in these times of political storms and 
upheavals in the Middle East." 

Netanyahu states that Israel owes Obama 
"a special measure of gratitude" - and Ed 
Koch needs to teach Obama how to show 
proper respect to Israel. Now this is chutz
pah! 

Of course, Koch is entitled - like every 
American - to express his views, however 
misguided they may be; but he is not enti
tled to claim that he is speaking for all - or 
even for most - of America's five to six mil
lion Jews. Nevertheless, Koch has had the 
chutzpah to warn the White House that 
'Jews are only 2 percent of the American 
population -- but God put them in Florida 
and Pennsylvania, where their votes are 
extremely important." 

In truth, the White House knows by now 
that most American Jews support Obama's 
approach to Israel rather than Koch's far 
more hawkish approach. Moreover, the 
White House understands that American 
Jews are far from fixated on the single issue 
of Israel; most Jews support Democratic 
Party candidates because the Democratic 
Party endorses those liberal social, economic 
and political values, which were espoused by 
such biblical prophets as Amos and Isaiah 
and Jeremiah. 

I myself am neither a prophet nor the son 
of a prophet; yet I am willing to predict that 
- Ed Koch's chutzpah notwithstanding- an 
overwhelming majority of American Jews 
will vote for Barack Obama and his fellow 
Democrats in November 2012. 

James B. Rosenberg is rabbi emeritus at 
Temple Habonim in Barrington. Contact him 
at rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

----------Letters---------
Former Roman Catholic reader offers her views 

A PRACTICING Catholic, Mr. 
Russo (in his Sept. 2 letter) won
ered why most American Jews 

still support and vote for very liberal politi
cians. 

I was raised Roman Catholic; I know 
many "practicing Catholics" who tend to 
vote for politicians with more liberal views. 
I think voting depends on the individual's 

feelings and viewpoints concerning a given 
topic, rather than religious beliefs and 
practices. 

In my "Catholic years," I heard 
many Catholics say, "I'm Catholic, 
but I definitely don't agree with all of 
the man-made rules of the church." 
I think the same may be true of those who 
practice the Jewish faith. (I stress the 
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"Jewish faith," since one may be born a Jew, 
yet not be religiously observant, and one 
may not be born a Jew, yet may become a 
Jew by choice). 

I think it's ironic that Mr. Russo poses 
this question, when, a recent Torah por
tion, Deuteronomy 24:17-18, states: "You 
shall not violate the rights of the alien or 
of the orphan, nor take the clothing of a 
widow as a pledge. For, remember, you 
were once slaves in Egypt, and the Lord, 
your God, ransomed you from there; that 
is why I command you to observe this rule." 

We have a duty to help the helpless. 
Unfortunately, it is usually only "liberal" 
politicians who truly want to do this, which 
I believe is why American Jews support and 
vote for them, because we recognize our 
call and command from God to care for 
others. 

Pamela Mahon 
Coventry 



OPINION 

Democrats and 
Republicans woo 
pro-Israel voters 

EVEN BEFORE BARACK 
Obama's inauguration, the right 
wing of the American political 
spectrum was predicting that he 

would not be a friend to Israel. Almost every 
day since then, I've been receiving emails that 

all declaiming that Obama is 
selling Israel down the river. 

Some of the emails point 
to the recent election in 
New York's 9th Congres
sional District - a tradi
tional Democratic enclave 
lost because Obama is too 
pro-Palestinian, the conven-

J osh tional wisdom would have 
Ste in it. (The special election was 

----- held after Rep. Anthony 
Weiner resigned in disgrace.) David Weprin, 
the defeated Democratic candidate, is actualy 
an Israel "hawk." Yet his Orthodox co-reli
gionists voted en bloc for Republican candidate 
Bob Turner, who has never set foot in Israel 

So what did Weprin in? As Hendrik 
Hertzberg of "The New Yorker" points out 
in his blog, Weprin's voting in the New York 
state legislature in favor of gay rights earned 
him a virtual fatwa from the local rabbis: "It 
is therefore asur [forbidden according to Torah 
law] to vote for, campaign for, publicly honor, 
fund, or otherwise support the campaign 
of Assemblyman David Weprin." In other 
words, Israel had nothing to do with the vote. 

A recent Jewish Telegsaphic Agency story 
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Does Israel matter? 
that caught my eye discusses why all the can
didates for the Republican nomination for 
president are so pro-Israel. Rick Perry flies 
to New York for the U.N. General Assembly 
meeting and accuses Obama of appeasement 
- a word most Jews rightly view with abhor
rence - and Mitt Romney argues that "You 
don't allow an inch of space to exist between 
you and your friends and allies." But should 
Obama and the Democrats be ashamed of 
this administration's attitudes towards the 
Middle East? 

The Obama administration tried desper
ately to prevent the Palestinians from formally 

the United States' effort to block the Palestin
ian declaration of statehood, and its interven
tion to protect the Israeli ambassador when a 
violent mob stormed the embassy in Cairo. 

Previous Republican presidents have put 
pressure on Israel. Dwight Eisenhower forced 
Israel to give up the Sinai in 1956; Richard 
Nixon prevented Israel from administering 
a coup de grace to the Egyptian Thisd Army 
during the Yorn Kippur War of 1973. Gerald 
Ford announced that America would hence
forth take a more even-handed stance in the 
Middle East - and Jews voted for Carter in 
1976. Whereas his father had protected Israel 

,--._..-,..,..,...,......,,.......,,.,,..,.,......,._.....,.--,,-....,.,,.....,,.,,......,,,..,...=,--.....,=,.....r.o with Patriot mis-

siles, George 
W. Bush cajoled 
Israelis and Pal
estinians into the 

50 million Evangelicals" who are even more 
monolithic in their support oflsrael's current 
government than are Jews. 

As for Israel, does it matter whether we 
have a Republican or a Democratic president? 
Both are committed to the survival oflsrael; 
they disagsee only on how to achieve it. But 
so do Jews. If a Republican wins in 2012, will 
he really always be so pro-Israeli as to be anti
Palestinian? Not likely. Marshall Breger, an 
adviser to former President Reagan, said, "You 
campaign in poetry, you govern in prose." All 
the sweet words aimed at wooing the Jewish 
vote will mean nothing when trying to decide 
what's best for America. 

Dov Zakheim, a former senior Pentagon 
official in both Bush administrations, said 
that a Republican president likely would 
have to make decisions that displeased Israel. 

"Elections are about prin

"Think domestically ... 
lsrael can fend 

ciple; holding office is 
about realties." 

My advice, for what 
it's worth? When decid
ing for whom to cast your 
vote, think domestically. 

for itself." 

applying for U.N. recognition of statehood. It 
has been selling Israel bunker-busting bombs 
since 2009. It is opposed to new settlements; 
but so are many Jews. To the Republican 
charge that Obama has "the most consistently 
one-sided diplomatic record against Israel 
of any American president in generations," 
Democrats counter with reminders of the $3 
billion sent to Israel for military assistance, 
including $205 million to build the Iron 
Dome rocket defense system for communities 
on Israel's border with Gaza. They emphasize 

ill-fated 2007 
Annapolis talks. 

So what's different now? Matthew Brooks, 
executive director of the Republican Jewish 
Coalition, reminds us that the Cold War 
(when it made sense to pressure Israel so as 
to woo Arabs from the Soviet cam) is over. 
Also, Republicans can count. Noam Neusner, 
a fomer domestic policy adviser to President 
George W. Bush and now a communications 
consultant to Christians United For Israel 
(and a former resident of Rhode Island), points 
out: "There are 5 million American Jews and 

REFLECTIONS OF/IN ISRAEL 

The Cold War is over. 
The Nazis are dead. Vote for the person you 
think will get us out of the economic mess 
that Obama inherited; vote for the jobs pro
gram you think will work; vote for the social 
programs you think are necessary or aren't34 

. Israel can fend for itself quite nicely, thank 
you very much. 

Josh Stein is a professor of history at R oger Wil
liams University. Ctmtact him at jstein@rwu. 
edu. 

The Arab Spring (board) to what? 
What's good for the Israelis 

is uncertain 

TIIS ISSUE OF The Jewish 
oice & Herald includes a "Read
s' Favorites," which reminds us 

that our democratic values and 
processes are deeply embed
ded in our society. Thus, 
it's an appropriate time to 
ask the perennial question, 
"Is it good for the Jews?" 
In this instance, the ques
tion pertains to the various 
Arab democratic uprisings 
throughout the Middle 
East. Instead of "Jews," I 

Le~an- will substitute "Israelis." 
Wilzig The answer to this impor-

--------- tant question is clear: "It 
depends." First, it depends on who will ulti
mately emerge victorious: true democratic 
forces, even if populist and not altogether 
responsible at first, or anti-democratic forces 
of a different nature, as occurred with the Ira
nian Revolution. Second, it depends on the 
time frame. Are we referring to the limited 
short run (a couple of years) or the medium
to-long term? 

Regarding the first aspect, there are obvi
ous countervailing forces at hand. On the 
positive side, a good portion of the Arab world 
has internalized global democratic values. 
Moreover, for the common Arab citizen, the 
Arab-Israeli conflict - and some intra-Arab 

ones as well - has taken a back seat to more 
pressing concerns such as employment, hous
ing, etc. On the other hand, the temporary 
fluid state of affairs lends itself more to gsoups 
that have firm and stable organizations. The 
prime examples of those in the Middle East 
are the Islamic parties, and most of them are 
quite fundamentalist in nature. In addition, 
while some specific dictatorial leaders have 
been ousted (e.g., Tunisia, Egypt and Libya), 
this does not guarantee that the underlying, 
authoritarian power structure will be elimi
nated. Egypt might be a good example of 
this, with its army still calling most of the 

other democracies (there are extremely few 
examples of this happening in history). The 
shared democratic values are usually enough 
to stop other differences, whether religious, 
economic or historical. However, over the 
shorter term, Israel will probably be even 
more "vigilant" (one could call this "para
noid"), employing the philosophy of "pre-

"The Middle East 
is not a monolith." 

shots, precisely because its leaders know how ferring the devil I know to the devil I don't 
to "bend" to certain democratic demands know." Certainly Prime Minister Benjamin 
without giving up the reign of power. Nev- Netanyahu has been using the argument that 
ertheless, once the democratic snowball starts "we have to wait and see how this plays out" 
rolling down the hill, it is very hard to stop it - which is fair enou~h as far it gpes, but not 
or even avoid an increase in its strength. really germane regarding the peace process 

Thus, in the short and even medium term, with the Palestinians. 
the situation will be muddied at best and quite Moreover, if anything, Israel today is less 
unstable at worst. Of course, the Middle East popular in the Arab street than among the 
is not a monolith - each nation will move for- (former) Arab leadership, so that following 
ward (with a step or two backwards at times) the "public's will" at this stage might not be 
at its own pace, and for its own reasons. In the to Israel's benefit. An example of this is the 
longer run, though - exactly as happened in Egyptian public's "outrage" at alleged Israeli 
the West over the course of the 18th through bribery of Egyptian leaders when negotiating 
the 20th centuries - Arab democracy will gas exports to Israel a few years ago at a sup-
coalesce into something functional and posedly too-low price. 
stable, if not precisely mirroring its counter- There is one final irony in this story. Several 
part in the Western world, months ago I speculated in this column that 

Where does this leave Israel? I believe that the highly publicized (in the Arab world) trial 
for the long term this is basically very good oflsraeli President Katsav might have been a 
news. The main reason for my optimism trigger for the Arab Spring's war against state 
is that democracies do not go to war with corruption. I am now even more convinced 
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that the opposite has happened too: This past 
summer's massive Israeli tent protests were 
induced (subconsciously) by the Arab Spring 
example. It's as if the Israeli public said to 
itself: "If in autocracies the people could 
rise up, then certainly we can do no less in a 
democracy such as Israel!" 

The bottom line: For better or worse - and 
probably for both - Israel and the Arab world 
have become more intertwined than ever. 
The Arab Spring, the Israeli Summer. . . who 
knows what corning seasons will bring? 

Professor Sam Lehman-Wilzig teaches at Ear
l/an University in Israel. In 2008-09, he was 
Schusterman Visiting Professor at Brown Uni
versity. Visit www.prefslw.com. 
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Doing right for all 
the wrong reasons 

IONCE WORKED as the 
librarian at a Catholic girls' 
high school. Before I took 
the job, I worried that my 

background would be a barrier. 
But the nuns loved having a Jewish 
librarian. They saw me as a direct 

Ruth 
Horowitz 

line to their reli-
gious roots, and 
I began playing 
up my Judaism 
in order to please 
them. Every
thing was fine 
until Sister Mary 
Emilie invited 
me to address her 
Religion 9 class in 
a sort of "Every

thing You Ever Wanted To Know 
About Judaism" session. 

The students submitted questions 
in advance. Lots of them were easy. 
What is a bar mitzvah? Why do 
men wear those little beanies? Why 
don't Jews celebrate Christmas? 
Other questions were trickier: Do 
Jews like Jesus? What about hell? 

A few days later, I stood before a 

AnLIB 

Why he good? 
room full of 14-year-olds in match
ing yellow blouses and checked 
skirts. Flipping through my index 
cards, I talked about coming-of
age rituals and covering the head as 
a sign of respect. I told the girls that 
Jews consider Jesus a great teacher, 
but don't believe anyone can be 
the son of God. As for hell, I said, 
it's part of Jewish folklore, but not 
doctrine. "Nobody tells Jewish kids 
that if they sin they'll go to hell," I 
added. 

Hands shot up all over the room. 
"Then why be good?" A girl in 

the front row asked. 
Because it's good to be good? I 

wanted to say. A good person isn't 
just out for number one - even 
in the very long term. Jews don't 
need threats to do the right thing, 
I thought, trying not to look smug. 

"Because being good makes the 
world better," I said. 

Sister Mary Emilie smiled at me 
from the back of the room. The 
girls seemed less convinced. But I 
was at a loss as to what else to say. 
I was a school librarian and Jewish. 
That hardly made me an expert. 

Three decades later, I'm still 
thinking about that girl's question. 

It comes up when I'm reading 

Torah. Sure, we don't read about 
guys in red Spandex suits brandish
ing pitchforks, but a parashah rarely 
passes when God doesn't threaten 
to subject sinners to some living 
hell. Crops fail, armies invade and 
the nation is scattered, all because 
Israel doesn't act properly. One 
particularly descriptive passage 
portrays evildoers eating their own 

"Do stories 1ike 
these just bully us 
into submission? 

babies. Do stories like these teach 
us right from wrong, or just bully us 
into submission? 

The question comes up a lot 
during the High Holy Days, when 
divine judgment gets personal. We 
have committed all sorts of sins, the 
story goes, and God really ought 
to smack us. But if we pound our 
chests hard enough and say we're 
sorry sincerely enough, maybe we 
can avert the harsh decree. If we're 
more concerned about being judged 
than about what we did, what kind 
of morality is that? 

For folks like me, who don't 
believe famines and foreclosures 
are divine judgment, the Machzor, 
the High Holy Days prayer book, 
suggests picturing God as a parent. 
The image is a lot easier to iden
tify with than that of a king, or a 
judge with a ledger. And the idea 
of an internalized parental voice 
describes pretty well how it often 
feels to make moral decisions. 

But how does the "Be good for 
Mommy" model stack up morally? 
That depends. Suppose the voice in 
your head is warning you to be good 
or else. Even if you're just trying not 
to feel guilty, if that's the only thing 
keeping you from cheating your 
customers or punching your sister, 
you're still basically acting out of 
self-interest. It's good that your 
sister's arm doesn't hurt and your 
customers aren't ripped off. But it 
doesn't make you all that good. 

What if the voice in your head 
wants to kve/1? Do it for me, you 
hear your mother saying, as you 
write that check for tzedak.ah. Make 
me proud. Wanting to make some
one else happy, or to shed a good 
light on them, is morally better 
than doing it for yourself. But best 
of all is if the voice of your parent 

A PHYSICIAN'S PERSPECTIVE 

OPINION 

- or teacher or tradition - is there 
to remind you about the underlying 
principles that let you distinguish 
right from wrong on your own. 

Don't take my word for it. Listen 
to Maimonides. "A man should not 
do the mitzvot and learn Torah so 
that he will receive the blessings 
promised or obtain the hereafter . .. 
only the ignorant and the children 
are trained to worship God from 
fear, so that they will develop and 
worship God out oflove." 

Not interested in worshipping 
God? Maimonides also articulates 
behavioral goals that should moti
vate any moral person. "The pur
pose of the laws of the Torah ... is 
to bring mercy, loving-kindness 
and peace upon the world." 

If only I had said some of that 
to Sister Mary Emilie's students. 
Instead, I turned to my next index 
card. "Someone wanted to know 
about Christmas?" I asked. 

Horowitz is a former journalist 
with Seven Days, a Vermont news
paper, where a version of this essay 
originally appeared. She now works as 
a freelance writer and biogs at www. 
ruthhorowitz.wordpress.com. Contact 
her at ruth.horowitz@gmail.com. 

Rationing health care conflicts with Jewish values 
Medical advances 
aren't available 

to all in need 

Bv DR. H ERBERT RAKATANS KY 

Special to The Voice & H erald TH E ILLNESSES 
of past notables have 
long been a popular 
interest. In addition to 

being genuinely curious, we like 
to speculate about the possible 
course of events if only we could 
have applied current medical 
knowledge to their maladies. 

When Gustav Mahler was in 
his late 40s he was diagnosed 
with a heart murmur. Its signifi
cance was not known but he was 
advised to avoid exertion and 
excitement. In 1911, while living 
in New York, Mahler, then 51, 
became progressively weaker after 
an episode of tonsillitis. He was 
finally diagnosed with a bacterial 
infection of his previously dam
aged heart valve. 

The new science of bacteriol
ogy was flourishing and many 

diseases were recognized as being 
caused by these germs. Labora
tory tests were beginning to be 
used to diagnose specific diseases. 
Physicians from Mt. Sinai H os
pital visited Mahler in his hotel 
room - an unusual type of house 
call - and took blood samples 
to look for bacteria. His clinical 
symptoms were classical for bac
terial endocarditis. As with all 
bacterial disease in 1911, there 
was no treatment. 

While some cases of infections 
such as pneumonia resolved spon
taneously, endocarditis never did. 
It was uniformly fatal. Mahler 
chose to return to Vienna to die. 
En route, in Paris, he received a 
cable excitedly confirming that 
bacteria were growing in his 
blood samples. He did not, how
ever, share that excitement and he 
died in Vienna shortly thereafter, 
four months after his diagnosis. 

In April 1945, President Frank
lin Delano Roosevelt was pale 
and generally looking ill. His 
blood pressure was noted to be 
250/150. His doctors had been 
aware of his elevated blood pres-

SEND US YOUR LETTERS ... . 

The Voice & Herald Ave., Providence, RI 
welcomes letters from 02906. Please include a 
our readers. Send letters daytime phone number. 
(no more than 250 words,~ers must be 
please) to nklrschO lgned and may be 
shalomrl.org or The Voice edited for content 
& Herald, 401 Elmgrove and length. 

sure, congestive heart failure and 
angina, though the only remedies 
then available were digitalis, rest 
and relaxation. 

With no specific treatment for 
his hypertension, Roosevelt went 
to Warm Springs, Ga. where 

"ls the death of 
one person less 
important than 
the course of 

world events?" 

he was accustomed to relax
ing. While in Warm Springs, he 
developed a severe headache and 
collapsed. Within hours he died 
of a hemorrhagic stroke, a com
plication of his high blood pres
sure. 

Today, a blood pressure of 
250/150 would prompt an emer
gency visit to a hospital where 
effective treatment would lower 
the pressure. Roosevelt's chronic 
hypertension and its complica
tions would have benefited from 
modern effective therapy. 

Unfortunately, hemorrhagic 
strokes still carry a very high 
mortality. 

These cases of illness in the 
famous, of course, are paradigms 
for the stories of illness in others 
not so famous. 

Fast forward to 2011. The story 

wwwJvhri.org 

of Kyle Willis, a 24-year-old man 
from Cincinnati, has been widely 

reported in the media. He had a 
toothache and could not afford to 
have the offending wisdom tooth 
extracted. When the pain wors
ened, he went to an emergency 
room and was given prescriptions 
for painkillers and antibiotics for 
an infection. The news reports 
indicate that he could not pay for 
both so he chose the painkillers. 
The infection spread to his brain 
and he died. 

In Mahler's case, we speculate 
about how his music might have 
sounded if he had lived beyond 
the age of 51. But we understand 
that the state of medicine in 1911 
offered no possibility of cure. 

In Roosevelt's case, we wonder 
about the course of world events 
if he had lived beyond 63. Would 

the bomb have been dropped? 
Would there have been a Mar
shall Plan? How would the world 
be different now? But we under
stand that in 1945 there was no 
effective treatment for hyperten
sion and its consequences. 

In Kyle Willis' case, we can 
wonder only about how his family 
and friends will experience differ
ent lives without him. Is the death 
of one person less important than 
the music of Mahler or the course 
of world events? The difference, 
and the tragedy, of course, is that 
in 2011 medical science could 
not only diagnose Mr. Willis' ill
ness but also could have cured it. 
There are many other individuals 
who face the same dilemma that 
Kyle Willis did. If they do not get 
treated, it is not because there is 
no known treatment. 

We can conclude only that our 
society has decided to ration med
ical treatment based on economic 
criteria. l s this how we wish to 
be regarded when people in the 
future evaluate our society? Is this 
the kind of society in which we 
wish to live now? ls this approach 
consonant with our Jewish tradi
tions of valuing health and life? 
What should we, as a Jewish com
munity, be doing about this issue? 

Dr. Herbert Rakatansky, a retired 
gastroenterologist, volunteers at the 
Rhode Island Free Clinic, a health 
clinic in South Providence that pro
vides free medical care to the unin
sured. Contact him at herbrakl@ 
cox.net. 
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The Mothers Circle launches fourth class 
Non-Jewish mothers 

raising Jewish 
children form 
a community 

BY KIT H ASPEL 

khaspel@shalomri.org 

F LL IS A TIME of 
ew beginnings. School 
arts - even when you 

are no longer a child or 
have children in school, there is 
something about the pace of life 
that changes after Labor Day. And 
of course for Jews there is Rosh 
Hashanah, our New Year. A few 
------- weeks ago, we 

dipped apples 
J,...,~llLl-.allL~ I in honey and 
l~ =--=-= =--s'c;I ate round 

challah as we 
wished each 

.___ _____ _, other a good 
and sweet year. 

We are currently in the middle 
of Sukkot when we celebrate the 
fall harvest. We eat in sukkahs, 
temporary huts, just as our ances
tors dwelt in temporary shelters 
when they harvested their crops. 
Though we are no longer an agrar
ian society, we are reminded of the 
days when a good harvest meant 
the difference between hunger and 
joy. 

We are also reminded of the 
special rules of the land that are 
laid out in the Torah, rules that 

focused on our responsibility to 
those who have less than we do. 
We were told to leave the cor
ners of our fields unharvested so 
that "[the] poor and the stranger" 
could have something to eat (Lev. 
23:22). Similarly we were told 
not to go back to our fields for a 
sheaf of grain we might have over-

"Pilgrims looked 
to the biblical 

festival of Sukkot 
as a model for how 

to thank God." 

looked, but rather to leave it for 
"the stranger, the fatherless, and 
the widow" (Deut. 24:19). This is 
one of the many places where the 
centrality of tzedakah in our lives 
originates. When the American 
Pilgrims reaped their first harvest 
in the New World, they looked to 
the biblical festival of Sukkot as a 
model for how to thank God. Thus 
arose our American holiday of 
Thanksgiving. 

In a few days we will celebrate 
Simchat Torah, when we both 
finish and begin our yearly cycle of 
Torah readings, marking autumn 
as yet another time of beginning, 
the beginning of study. The Moth
ers Circle has also chosen autumn 
as a time to start anew each year. 

I . . . . . . ,-. • ~~-·-··· . .. ,' .. 

.. .., \;' ' . -~':~ . . . 
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/ Kit Haspel 

Rebecca Marcus holds her daughter Zinnia at the 2010 Hanukkah 
party. Rebecca was a member of the second Mothers Circle group. 

And the journey women take 
in The Mothers Circle is another 
beginning. Non-Jewish women 
who have generously chosen to 
raise Jewish children come together 
to learn just what this entails. Like 
the cyclical Torah reading, The 
Mothers Circle is indeed a circle; 
to paraphrase a recent participant 
in the program, "a circle never 
ends." Thus the women who have 
completed the last three eight
month long programs will con
tinue to meet for potluck Shabbat 
dinners and other events, just as 

a new group of women will come 
together on the evening of Nov. 3 
to begin their journey. 

Kit Haspel is the coordinator of The 
Mothers Circle, a .free program spon
sored by the Jewish Outreach Institute 
and coordinated locally by the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island. 
For more information about the new 
session of Mothers Circle beginning 
Nov. 3, contact Kit at 331-0956, 
ext. 184 or k.haspel@shalomri.org. 
You may also contact Kit with any 
questions you have about inte,:faitb 
family issues. 

Rabbi Wayne 
Franklin to speak 

at Providence 
College 

College's colloquium 
eries a true interfait. 

initiative 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE Rabbi 
Wayne Franklin, rabbi at 
Temple Emanu-El in Provi
dence, will deliver a talk, "My 
Children Have Vanquished 
Me!: Decision-Making in Jeru
salem," at 4 p.m. on Thursday, 
Nov. 10 at Providence College 
(PC). His presentation is part 
of Providence College's lecture 

PROGRAM, Page 8 

~ "Intensely imagined ... 
an elegantly written 
pocket of forgotten 
history." 
-Audrey Niffenegger, 
New York Times 
bestselling author of 
The Time Traveler's Wife 

\ViLh Rhode Ishmd's 
o\\'n Anna Solomon. 

Reading, Discussion, Book Signing 
Thursday, November 17 I 7:30PM I FREE 

Aulhor of 
171c Little JJndc 

For more information contact 
Stephanie Markoff Cohen at 
401 .861 .8800 ext. 108, or 

scohen@shalomri .org 

Please join the community for the second event in our One Book One Community series 
with Rhode Island's own Anna Solomon, celebrated author of The Little Bride. This special 
reading , discussion , and book signing will take place at the Jewish Alliance, 401 Elmgrove 
Avenue, Providence. Books will be available for purchase. 

Writing Workshop for Kids & Teens 
January 2012 - More details coming soon I FREE event 

A Contemporary Look at Immigration 
March 1, 2012 - More details coming soon I FREE event 

JewishAllianc 
Stronger together. Doing a world of g 

401 Elmgrove Avenue I Providence, RI 029061401 .421.411 1 I www.shalomrf.org 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Another chapter for grief circle 
Judith Lubiner's 

death brings loss; new 

felt they could benefit from par
ticipation. Torat Yisrael's lead
ership and board supported this 
open policy wholeheartedly," 
Rabbi Levin said in a statement 
released by the synagogue. 

I 

facilitator arrives 
EAST GREENWICH - For 
almost six years, Temple Torat 
Yisrael has offered an ongo
ing bereavement group, Hug 
Nechama: Circle of Consolation. 
The group began as a collabora
tion between Rabbi Amy Levin, 
and Judith Lubiner, a synagogue 
member who was a licensed psy
chologist with a private practice 
in East Greenwich. Both Rabbi 
Levin and Dr. Lubiner felt that 
many members of the greater 
Rhode Island Jewish community 
were suffering losses and could 
benefit from the support and 
safety of a Jewish bereavement 
group. 

Hug Nechama has provided 
support and insight to mourners 
who are members ofTorat Yisrael 
and many who are not members 
of the congregation as well. 

"Judith and I knew from the 
beginning that we wanted to 
open our group to anyone who 

Hug Nechama participants 
and Rabbi Levin faced their 
own loss, with the death of Dr. 
Lubiner shortly before Rosh 
Hashanah. 

"We've long had a sense that 
Hug Nechama has become a 
valuable resource for the entire 
Rhode Island Jewish com
munity," said Rabbi Levin, in 
the statement. "Soon after Dr. 
Lubiner passed away, I realized 
I needed to find a new partner 
to facilitate the group with me. 
I was relieved and grateful when 
a member of the group who is, 
himself, a very qualified profes
sional, embraced the opportunity 
to co-facilitate Hug Nechama 
with me." 

Dr. Tom Broffman is an assis
tant professor in the BSW pro
gram at Eastern Connecticut 
State University. With an MSW 
from the University of Pittsburgh 
and a Ph.D. from Boston Col-

DR. TOM BROFFMAN 

lege, Graduate School of Social 
Work, he is a chemical depen
dency consultant for a Rhode 
Island state agency. A well
known trainer and consultant, 
he received in 2006 the Social 
Worker of the Year in Addictions 
by the RI Chapter of National 
Association of Social Workers. 

For more information about Hug 
Nechama: Circle of Consolation, 
contact Rabbi Levin at 785-0182 
or R abbi@toratyisrael.org. 

I know you know a GUY! 
Rhode Islanders are famous for saying "I KNOW A GUY!" 

Paula Miller, who discovered advertising with The Voice & Herald, 

earned herself a $25 gift card to Casserta's Pizza, when she referred a 

new advertising customer to us. 

Call our ad rep, Tricia Stearly (she's REALLY nice), at 421-4111, ext. 160 

or e-mail tstearly@jfri.org to get in on the deal. You find us a business 

person who would love business from our community, and if he or 

she advertises with us, you get the prize! 

Read the fine print, below, for more details! 
• REFER SOMEONE -your favorite doctor, dentist, realtor, accountant, restaurant 
owner, florist, liquor store owner, etc. to Tricia Stearly, our advertising sales 
representative, at 421--4111 , ext 160 or tstearly@JFRl.org. 
, IF THAT PERSON HASN'T ADVERTISED WITH THE VOICE & HERALD in the past 
12 months and signs an advertising contract with us, we'll send you the $25 gift card from one of our local 
advertisers. 

, WE'LL SEND YOU the $25 gift card after the ad runs. 

• IT'S A WIN-WIN FOR EVERYONE - you get a gift card to use or give away, your referral gets great advertising 
exposure and we've put money in the hands of another loca l business! 

• DON'T DELAY - this program may be time-limited! 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/JVHRI 

wwwjvhri.org 

COMMUNITY 
Jewish family businesses 

from generation 
to generation 

Jewish Historical 
Association taps experts 

BY GEORGE Gooow1 
Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

PROVIDENCE - On Sunday, 
Oct. 23, the Rhode Island Jewish 
Historical Association (the Asso
ciation) will feature a panel dis
cussion about multigenerational 
Jewish family businesses that have 
flourished in large cities and small 
towns alike. The meeting, which 
will be held at Temple Beth-El, 
70 Orchard Ave., in Providence, 
begins at 2 p.m. The Association's 
fall meeting is free and open to the 
community. 

David Leach, Association presi
dent, will moderate a panel dis
cussion on "Perpetuating a Good 
Name." It will highlight the chal
lenges, struggles and successes of 
businesses now in their second and 

third generations. The panelists 
are Betty Adler of Adler's Design 
Center and Hardware Store {estab
lished in 1919) in Providence; 
Ellis Waldman of Walco Electric 
(established in 1931) in Providence; 
Harold Foster ofQyality Fruitland 
(established in 1957) in Seekonk, 
Mass.; and Jeremy Isenberg of 
Chex Finer Foods (established in 
1965) in Attleboro, Mass. 

The fall program is held in 
memory of Dr. Seebert and Bonnie 
Goldowsky, longtime Association 
leaders. A reception will follow the 
panel discussion. Members of the 
community are invited to "bring a 
relative, friend, neighbor or busi
ness rival." The Association, now 
celebrating its 60th anniversary, 
welcomes new members, 

For more infarmat£on, contact 
Anne Sherman at 331-1360 or 
rjhist@aol.com. 

PROGRAMS bring religions together 
From Page 7 

and colloquium series, "Theologi
cal Exchange between Catholics 
and Jews." 

The lecture series, which began 
in 2007, was inspired by a confer
ence on Jewish-Catholic dialogue 
that Dr. Arthur Peter Urbano, Jr., 
assistant professor in the theol
ogy department at PC, and Rabbi 
Peter Stein attended together. 
Since that time, the two have con
tinued to develop adult educational 
programs for Temple Sinai con
gregants and worshippers at Holy 
Apostles (where Urbano worships). 

Edward Feldstein, an attorney in 
Providence and a 1964 PC alum, 
has been an enthusiastic supporter 
of the series since it began, said 
Urbano. 

When he graduated, some 5 
percent of the student body was 
Jewish, Feldstein wrote in an email. 
PC has offered many Rhode Island 
Jewish students a fine education 
in preparation for their choice of 
career, he said. "Many past [Fed
eration] leaders, have had a close 
relationship with PC .. . Joe Ress, 
Max Alperin and Bob Riesman 
... served in leadership roles there, 
including the Presidents Council 
on which Arthur Robbins, Jim 
Winoker and I are presently serv-

ing." 
Calling the series an excellent 

forum for learning and dialogue, 
a place for Jews and Catholics to 
learn about and from one another, 
Urbano explained that it hosts two 
events each academic year. In the 
fall, a local community leader or 
expert in a field presents a lecture 
and in the spring, two individuals 
(one Jewish, one Catholic) partici
pate in a joint lecture for the public 
and a smaller colloquium discus
sion with students and faculty of 
PC. 

Programmatic financial sup
port, Urbano said, is a truly inter
religious effort, with contributions 
from the Edward and Barbara 
Feldstein Family Fund, the Dio
cese of Providence and Jewish and 
Christian alumni and friends of 
PC. 

Urbano hopes that the program 
will grow to include international 
speakers, such as religious leaders 
and scholars from Israel, Rome 
and Great Britain. 

1he lecture, free and open to the 
public, is in Aquinas L ounge on the 
PC campus. For more information, 
contact Dr. Arthur Urbano at 865-
1351 or aurbano@p1T)'l}idence.edu. 

SHMUEL TAITELBAUM 
CERTIFIED MOHEL 

Providence-Based • Recommended by Local Physicians & Rabbis 
861 -140 3 
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SYSTEMIC change is needed to address hunger 

PAGE 9 

From Page 1 

"Many of us spend $4.50 or more 
just on coffee and a bagel, without 
thinking," said Susan Adler, who 
oversees The Louis and Goldie Full 
Plate Kosher Food Pantry. 

"For some in our community, the 
season of Sukkot brings celebra
tory meals with family and friends 
in a gaily-decorated sukkah - a 
welcome diversion from meals typ
ically eaten at a kitchen or dining
room table," said Cooper. 

"For others, the sukkah, a tem
porary and somewhat delicate 
structure, is a painful reminder of 
the fragile state of their shelter and 
food supply." 

/Nancy Kirsch 

people don't want to invest in the 
long-term [or structural] changes -
such as supporting legislation that 
helps people get jobs. 

Cooper, who coordinates CRC's 
participation in The Interfaith 
Coalition to Fight Poverty with 
Faith, understands. Although 
funds from the Alliance and other 
nonprofit agencies help "keep 
the wolf from the door," systemic 
change is needed, said Cooper. 
This year, thousands of meals (or 
food for meals) will feed hundreds 
of individuals, through the Alli
ance's allocations - $154,250 to 
the Kosher Nutrition/Meals on 
Wheels program, $22,553 to The 
Full Plate Kosher Food Pantry, 
and $6,000 to the To Life - Kosher 
Meal sites at the JCC at the Alli
ance and Temple Am David. 

Nicole Jellinek, the social worker 
for Kesher, which provides crisis 
intervention, information and 
referral, general social work, group 
and elder supports, knows that 
well. Through Kesher (which will 
receive $55,000 this year from the 
Alliance), she helps congregants 
of Congregation Agudas Achim 
in Attleboro, Mass., Temple 
H abonim in Barrington, Temple 
Torat Yisrael in Cranston and East 
Greenwich. In July 2011, Kesher 
expanded to include Temple Am 
D avid in W arwick. Between July 1, 
2010 and June 30, 2011, 162 con
gregants accessed some Kesher pro
gram - an almost 6 percent increase 
from the previous fiscal year. 

A SEA OF STOCKED grocery bags at Temple Beth-El; congregants donate bags of food each year at the 
High Holy Days for those in need, and the Social Action Committee sorts and packs food 

Jeffrey K. Savit, chief executive 
officer and president of the Alli
ance, calls addrssing food insecurity 
a "key priority" for our community. 
With these funds, thousands of 
healthy meals or food supplies are 
regularly provided to hundreds of 
individuals who would otherwise 
go without, Savit said. 

and baby supplies to donate to area social service organizations. 

Because of unemployment or 
under-employment, many people 
find it difficult to hang onto their 
homes, she said. "People's lives 
have really been challenged; they're 
struggling to pay for things that 
weren't a struggle a few years ago." 
Jellinek, who works with families 
who need food assistance and fuel 
assistance, predicts the need will 
grow as the weather grows colder. 

Orthodox Jews in need receive 
cash assistance; Rabbi Naftali Karp 
collects and distributes money 
during the High Holy Days and 
Pesach and sometimes during 
Hanukkah. Individuals with eco
nomic difficulties, health circum
stances or personal challenges also 
receive help throughout the year. 
He and Rabbis Eliezer Gibber, 
Dovid Schwartz and Shmuel 
T aitelbaum participate in these 
initiatives to help individuals in 
need; their work is not confined to 
Orthodox Jews, he said. 

Elizabeth Roberts, Rhode 
Island's lieutenant governor, is 
honorary chair of the "Food Stamp 
Challenge." Rabbi Peter Stein, 
president of the Rhode Island 
Board of Rabbis, and Reverend Dr. 
Donald Anderson, executive min-

ister, Rhode Island State Council 
of Churches, hope others will par
ticipate. Rabbi Stein and his family 
will do so (beginning Oct. 21, the 
day after Simhat Torah); he will 
present the opportunity to con
gregants during his Yorn Kippur 
morning sermon. "The timing [of 
our participation) demonstrates 
the connection between our study 
of Torah and living by the ideals of 
Torah." 

On Yorn Kippur afternoon, 
Voices of Homelessness Project 
speakers, individuals who were 
formerly homeless, will share their 
experiences with Sinai's congre
gants, with time for questions and 
conversation, Rabbi Stein said. 

Our obligation to help is nothing 
new, he said. Leviticus reminds us 
that: "When you reap the harvest 
of your land, you shall not reap all 
the way to the edges of your field ... 
you shall leave them for the poor 
and the stranger." (Leviticus 23:22) 
Today, in our highly urban environ
ment, most of us aren't growing our 
own food, beyond some tomatoes, 
onions or zucchini. Nevertheless, 
our obligation to help those in need 
is deeply ingrained in our Jewish 
values of caring for the sick, cloth
ing the naked, feeding the hungry, 
rejoicing with the bride and groom, 
and comforting the bereaved (from 
Mishnah Peah, ch.l), Rabbi Stein 
said. 

As for who gets SNAP ben
efits, Kathleen Gorman, director 
of Feinstein Center for A Hunger 

\ YOUR GREAT KIDS! A 1WITH ALAN SHAWN FEINSTEIN 

f ,, elping to better the lives of others is the 
greatest of all achievements" 

0 A.M. & 12 Noon • Sun. 10 A.M. & 6 P.M. 
PBS 36.1 /Cable 8 

Free America at the University of 
Rhode Island, reports good news: 
"We've made incredible strides. 
Our participation rates have 
increased 100 percent over the 
past couple of years." Although the 
20000 Census data on poverty "is 
not [today's] reality," and the most 
current Census data is still being 
released, Gorman expects the 
numbers to reflect more, not fewer, 
needy individuals. As more eligible 
individuals here enroll for benefits, 
more federal dollars flow into the 
state, said Gorman. 

Gorman, who works closely with 
the Jewish community addressing 
hunger, sends students to food pan
tries, senior housing projects and 
meal sites to help with the compli
cated and time-consuming enroll
ment process. 

When asked about "donor 
fatigue," Gorman sees this in some 
of the nonprofit work she's involved 
in. "People would come in with a 
story and in five minutes, we had 
blankets, the heat turned back on 
and child care arrangements. Mir
acles happened in a heartbeat, but 

The class presents a mix of study, dis 
designed for all interested in exploring J 
couples, non-jews considering conversion, 
basics. Partners in interfaith relationships 
Topics include Jewish holidays and life 
Israel, history and Hebrew. The class 
Temple Beth-El in Providence. 

The Faculty will include: Rabbis 
Cantors Brown and Seplowin. 

SEATING IS LIMITED. REGISTRATION REQUIRED. 

For more Information or to register: contact 

Who will take the "Food Stamp 
Challenge?" 

For more information, contact 
M arty Cooper at mcooper@shalomr-i. 
orgor421-4111, ext. 170. 

Regardless of one's participation in 
the "Food Stamp Challenge," dona
tions of canned, nonperishable goods 
to synagogues, the Kosher Food Pantry 
and other organizat-ions helping the 
hungry are always timely and appre
ciated. 

Rob Massi at 401-33 1-6070 or email Rmassl@temple-beth-el.org 
www.temple-beth- el.org 

Temple Beth-El 
, "' -.,,~.,.•" , ~ ,n, r" •~• a, n.,,,, •we are a warm, we/coming congregation• 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Friday 
Oct.14 
Sukkot 

Saturday 
Oct. 15 
Sukkot 
PJ Library Shabbat Storytime 
&Activity 

For children, ages 3 through 9, 
with Jordana Weisman, guest 
sto ryte II er. 

Congregation Beth Sholom, 275 
Camp St., Providence 

10:30-11 :30 a.m. 

More info: Elly Leyman at 
elly207@gmail.com or www. 
bethsholom-ri.org 

Sr. USY "Pizza in the Hut" 
Teens in grades 9-12 enjoy hot 
pizza and other munchies in the 
sukkah. 

Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft 
Avenue, Providence 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: Aaron Guttin at 331 -
1616, ext. 26 

Sunday 
Oct. 16 
Sukkot 
Torah Tots 

Art, music, movement, Jewish 
culture and learning for 
children, ages 3 through 5. 

Congregation B'nai Israel, 224 
Prospect St., Woonsocket 

10-11 a.m. 

More info: 762-3651 

Fall Family Fest 
Farmers' market, games, music 
and local artists' fair. 

The Alliance, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

Noon - 3:30 p.m. 

More info: 421-4111 or www. 
shalomri.org 

Sergei and Galena Kouptsov 
in Concert 

Musicians perform songs in 
Hebrew, Yiddish and English 
at Temple Ema nu-El's Leisure 
Club. 

Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Taft Ave. 

2 p.m. 

More info: Miriam Abrams
Stark at331-1616, ext.14 

Mama Doni and the Shaboom 
Band 

JCC at the Alliance, Social Hall, 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

3 p.m. 
$5/person; $18/family maximum 

More info: Michelle at 421-
4111 , ext. 178 or mcicchitelli@ 
shalomri.org 

World Series of Brisket 
Beth-El members put their 
brisket recipes to the test 
before a panel of judges; 
Rob Stolzman is master of 
ceremonies. 

Temple Beth-El , 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

4- 6 p.m. 

$10/adult; $5/child older than 5; 
maximum $25/family 

More info: Ruby Shalansky 
at 331-6070 or rshalansky@ 
temple-beth-el.org 

Monday 
Oct. 17 
Sukkot 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

Topic: "Schmeer and 
Schmooze" JERI Director 
Susan Adler and Assistant 
Director Ethan Adler are 
available to counsel seniors 
and their families. Ethan is 
also available for pastoral 
counseling. 

Congregation B'nai Israel, 224 
Prospect St., Woonsocket 

9:30 - 11 :30 a.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621 -
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Wednesday 
Oct. 19 
Sukkot 
Lunch and Learn Senior Cafe 

Topic: Falun Data with Maria . 

JCC at the Alliance, Social Hall, 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

Noon - Lunch; 12:45 p.m. -
Program 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Neal Drobnis or Lucy 
Flam at 861-8800, ext. 107 

This location hosts a meal site 
every Wednesday and Friday. 

Thursday 
Oct. 20 
Shernini Atzeret 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

See Oct. 17 JERI entry. 

Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 
Assisted Living Residence, 3 
Shalom Drive, Warwick 

1 :30 - 3:30 p.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Friday 
Oct. 21 
Simhat Torah 

K'Tantan Shabbat 
Rabbi Sarah Mack and Debbie 
Waldman lead age-appropriate 
Shabbat service for families 
with very young children, 
Shabbat dinner follows. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

5:30 p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi at 331-
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth
el.org 

Sunday 
Oct. 23 
Temple Torat Yisrael's 
Newport Trip 

Visit Touro Synagogue and the 
Loeb Visitor Center. 

$12 

More info: 785-1800 

Mah Jongg Tournament 
Three rounds of four games per 
round; cash prizes, dessert 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St., Warwick 

1-5 p.m. 

$18 

More info: Paula at 378-0719 

RI Jewish Historical 
Association Fall Meeting 

" Perpetuating a Good Name," 
a panel discussion about 
multigenerational Jewish family 
businesses 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave ., Providence 

2 p.m. 

More info: Anne Sherman at 
331-1360; see story on page 8 

Monday 
Oct. 24 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

Topic: "Tradition." See Oct. 17 
JERI entry 

Sakonnet Bay Manor, 1215 
Main Road, Tiverton 

10:30-11:30a.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Tuesday 
Oct. 25 
Temple Torat Yisrael's East 
Greenwich Lunch & Learn 

Topic: "Kippah and Tallit/1'11 
Show and Tell!" Participants 
order from the menu; Rabbi 
Amy Levin leads the discussion. 

wwwjvhri.org 

CALENDAR 
T's Restaurant, 5600 Post Road, 
East Greenwich 

Noon - 1 :30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Wednesday 
Oct. 26 
Learn and Lunch Senior Cafe 

Ava Hallam on "Fall 
Prevention." 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St., Warwick 

11 :15 a.m. - Program; Noon 
Lunch 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Elaine or Steve at 
732-0047 

This location hosts a meal site 
every weekday. 

Thursday 
Oct. 27 
Opera at Leisure Club 

Watch "La Traviata" (with 
English translation) and 
enjoy refreshments during 
intermission. 

Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence 

10 a.m. - noon 

More info: Miriam Abrams
Stark at 331-1616, ext.14 

Temple Torat Yisrael's 
Cranston/Warwick Lunch & 
Learn 

See Oct. 25 entry. 

Cozy Grill Restaurant, 440 
Warwick Ave., Warwick 

Noon - 1 :30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Adoption Options 
Informational Meeting 

Hear about available adoption 
choices. 

Jewish Family Service, 959 
North Main St. , Providence 

6- 7 p.m. 

More info: Peg Boyle at 401 
331 -5437 or peg@jfsri.org 

Hug N'hamah: Circle of 
Consolation 

Rabbi Amy Levin facilitates 
bereavement discussion group. 
Temple Tora! Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Friday 
Oct. 28 
Shalom Friends Fall Session 
Begins 

Weekly class for children under 
5 with parent/caregiver. Learn 
basic Jewish concepts with 
music, dancing, crafts and 
stories. 

Jewish Community Day School, 
85 Taft Ave., Providence 

9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 

More info: Sharon Sock at 641-
8710 or www.shalomfriends.org 

Yiddish Shmooze 
Program of Yiddish 
conversation, vocabulary and 
songs; fun with Yiddish for 
all who wish to preserve the 
language. 

JCC at the Alliance, 401 
Elmgrove Ave ., Providence 

9:30 -11:30 a.m. 

More info: 861-8800 

Hebrew Play 
Interactive program for children 
under 3 exposes families to 
Hebrew language and Israeli 
culture through music, books, 
and activities. 

JCC at the Alliance, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

10 -10:45 a.m. for 9 weeks 
through Jan. 6, 2012 

$90 for JCC members; $110 for 
non-members; additional sibling 
$50 

More info: 267-8821 orwww. 
hebrewplay.org 

PJ Library at Books on the 
Square 

471 Angell St., Providence 

10-11 a.m. 

More info: Michelle Chicchitelli 
at mcicchitelli@shalomri.org 

Be Safe This Fall Health Fair 
The JCC at the Alliance and 
The Miriam Hospital present 
"Be Safe This Fall " for seniors; 
fall prevention and health 
screenings. 

JCC at the Alliance, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

10 a.m. -2 p.m. 

More info: Wendy Joering at 
wjoering@shalomri.org or 421 -
4111 , ext. 169 

Consul General of Israel 
Presentation 

Ambassador ldo Aharoni, 
acting consul general at the 
Israeli Consulate in New York, 
will speak about the State of 
Israel. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

7 p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi at 331 -
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth
el.org 

CALENDAR, Page,, 
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Synagogue resources for struggling students 
Learning Hebrew 

is still possible 
BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

SEVERAL synagogues 
participate in a special 
education program offered 
by the Jewish Alliance of 

Greater Rhode Island's depart
ment of educational services. Eli
gible students at those synagogues 
receive individualized attention and 
assistance in their Hebrew studies. 
Less often, said Larry Katz, the 
department's director, students also 
need help with their Judaic studies, 
as well. 

This year, Congregation Agudas 
Achim in Attleboro, Mass., Temple 
Am David in Warwick, Temple 
Emanu-El in Providence, Temple 
Habonim in Basrington, Temple 
Sinai in Cranston and Temple 
Torat Yisrael in Cranston and East 
Greenwich are participating in the 
program; Temple Beth-El in Provi
dence has its own special education 
program, Katz said. 

The special education program 
typically serves between 30 and 
50 students each academic yeas; 
the funding - currently $70,500 -
comes from the Alliance's Annual 
Community Campaign. 

''1he main objective is to prepare 
students with special needs so that 
they may fully pasticipate in their 
own bas or bat mitzvah experience," 
said Katz. By providing additional 
resources, "they leasn how to read 
H ebrew and the prayers." 

Jamie Berman, who teaches 
in a full inclusion public school 
classroom in Warwick, shased her 
thoughts last year with Katz about 
full inclusion and her son's experi
ences. Jacob, now a fourth grader in 
Cranston and a student in Temple 
Sinai's religious school, "is part 
of a full inclusion program also ... 
full inclusion ... has given him the 
sense of belonging to his academic 
community. Jacob has cerebral 
palsy and uses many mobile devices 
throughout the course of the day, as 
well as assistive technology to com
plete his assignments." 

Jacob, who accessed the Alli
ance's special education resources 
at Temple Sinai, "is just another 
member of the classroom commu
nity. Inclusion can be powerful and 
work wonders." 

We1ce STUDENTS TYPICALLY 

NEED HELP? 

Katz explained that students 
with challenges - ranging from 
cerebral palsy, Attention Deficit 
Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD) 
Down's syndrome, heasing impais
ments, autism and other leasning 
differences - have been helped at 
their respective synagogue. "In 
most cases, students will meet with 
a tutor in a small group or one-on
one setting to get the help they 
need," he said. Basbara Zenofsky, 
Michelle Cicchitelli and Melissa 
Danielli work with students; some
times post-b'~ei mitzvah students 
serve as teachers' aides, said Katz. 

Bailey Robertson, 12, has clas
sic autism, and is getting wonder
ful help at Congregation Agudas 

Achim, said his mother Samrni. 
Unable to participate in a regular 
class, Bailey works with Danielli 
one-on-one for 45 to 60 minutes on 
Sundays. 

With almost savant-like skills, 
Bailey can leasn languages but not 
in a conventional way; he can mem
orize letters and sounds and will 
know them forever, but he doesn't 
understand their meaning. Rabbi 
Elyse Wechterman is very accom
modating, said Samrni, who hopes 
to have some sort of symbolic expe
rience in their home when Bailey 
turns 13. 

ACCESSING RESOURCES 

In some cases, Katz said, par
ents may request the extra help; 
other times, the Hebrew school 
teacher has noticed a student is 
struggling and recommends extra 
assistance. "We don't label stu
dents, but we have someone meet 
with the parents to decide how best 
to meet the child's needs," he said. 
On occasion, it's as. simple as the 
Alliance's consultant recommend
ing to the pasents and the teacher 
simple classroom accommodations; 
other times, more intervention is 
required, Katz explained. 

"Some pasents ase very open, 
others less so. Often, but not always, 
the students we help have Individ
ual Education Plans (IEPs) in their 
public or private school classes." 

For more information, contact your 
Hebrew school administrator or Larry 
Katz at421-4111, ext. 179 or lkatz@ 
shalomri.org. 

Community Calendar 
From Page 10 

Saturday 
Oct. 29 
"Men Who Cook" 

Vote for the crowd favorite 
and see the celebrity judge's 
selection. 

Temple Habonim, 165 New 
Meadow Road, Barrington 

$18 
More info: 245-6536 or 
office@templehabonim.org 
or www.templehabonim.org 

Sunday 
Oct. 30 
Lifelong Learning Author 
Series at Beth-El 

David and Andrea Reiser will 
speak. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave ., Providence 

4 p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi at 331 -
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth-el. 

org; see story on page 12 

Monday 
Oct. 31 
The Miriam Women's Association 
Board & Open Meeting 

Sopkin Auditorium, The Miriam 
Hospital, 164 Summit Ave ., 
Providence 

10 a.m. - Board Meeting; 11 
a.m. - Dpen Meeting 

More info: 793-2520 

Thursday 
Nov.3 
The Many Faces of Adoption: 
Families Tell Their Stories 

Families who have adopted 
children of various ages from 

the U.S. and abroad will speak. 

Jewish Family Service, 959 N. 
Main St. , Providence 

6:30- 8:30 p.m. 

More info: Peg Boyle at 331-
5437 or peg@jfsri.org 

The Mothers Circle Begins 
Anew 

The Mothers Circle, an 
educational and welcoming 
program for non-Jewish women 
raising Jewish children, meets 
for 15 sessions over 8 months. 

The Alliance, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave,. Providence 

7-9 p.m. 

More info: Kit Haspel at 331-
0956, ext. 184 or khaspel@ 
shalomri.org; see story on page 
7. 

Calendar Submissions 
Please note: Our next issue of The Voice & Herald will be 

published on Oct. 28. Please send calendar items for that issue by 

Oct. 17. Calendar items for the Nov. 11 issue are due by Oct. 31. 

Send all calendar items to nkirsch@shalomri.org with the 

subject line of"CALENDAR." 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Building a sukkah 
/Tem ple Torat Yisrael 

NOAH SILVERMAN.left. Alan Silverman and Hope Silverman 
help prepare the sukkah at Temple Torat Yisrael 

in East Greenwich on Sunday, Oct. 9. 

Capturing your events 
and preserving your memories 

to enjoy for years to come 

David@BlueberryPhoto.com 
wwwblueberryphoto.com 
508.380.9335 

Calendar errata: 
In the Sept. 30 issue of the Jewish Voice & Herald, the Sukkot, 
Shemini Atzeret and Simhat Torah calendar incorrectly listed Con
gregation Beth David's services being held at Bonnet Shores Com
munity Center, 130 Bonnet Shores Road, Narragansett. In fact, 
Sukkot services are held at 102 Kingstown Rd. in Narragansett. 
The phone number is 789-3437. 

Congregation Sharah Zedek 
Westerly, Rhode Island 

Jo/nus fora 

November 5, 2011 7:00PM - 10:30PM 
Weekapaug Golf Club 

20 Shot'e Road, Westerly, RI 02811 

CASUAL MUSIC & DANCE 
FUN FILLED 
EVENING 

$30'pp fmlu1ng 

Cocktall.Caa, Bar 
Crudltes 

Artlan CheeE DIIISJlays 
Great Tastine Hon D'oeuvres 

Sawnptl<JU80-ta 

Les Rottner's 
KLEZM ER BAND 

and 
Broadway Showtunes 

Pa-famm by GUIil Saloill 
LukeSatt 

with piano ~mart 

WINWIN/1 Raffle WINWINII 

Pie••• confirm reaen,atlona by October 29: Mak• check payable to 
Cong-■tlon Sharah-, P.O. Box 1894, Weatarty, RI 02991. 
For mo,. Information plHH call Lind■ ■loom at (401)315-2087. 
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'Letters from Home' 

authors to speak at Beth-El 
Through a series of 

letters, book highlights 
meaningful values 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

NDREA AND 
David Reiser, Rhode 
sland residents 
007, will be 

at Temple Beth-El at 4 
p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 30, 
to share stories from their 
book, "Letters from Home, 
a Wake-Up Call for Success 
& Wealth." The event is free 
and open to the commu
nity; Temple Beth-El is at 70 
Orchard Ave., in Providence. 

Curious to understand what 
made David's wealth manage
ment clients successful - in busi
ness, family and philanthropic 
endeavors - he and Andrea 
decided to write a series of let
ters to their sons, in book form, 
explairung those successes. This 
isn't their first book, as they were 
among the co-authors of "Wealth 
Building," a personal finance book 
published by John Wiley & Sons, 
Inc. 

The book features several Rhode 
Islanders, including Ellis Wald
man, Howard and Amy Blustein, 
and David Cohen, Andrea's father; 

each is profiled for different reasons: 
Waldman for leading his company 
with integrity, the Blusteins for 
being prudent savers and thought
ful spenders, and David Cohen for 
recogruzing business opporturuty. 
Dedicated to Pat Cohen, Andrea's 
late mother, the book recounts her 
generous acts of volunteerism and 
kindness. 

Ju st 
what traits offer hope 

for this generation of youth and 
those to follow? In an Oct. 5 phone 
interview, Andrea identified them: 
Education, hard work, recogruzing 
opporturuty, realistic vision, integ
rity and positive attitude, resilience 

PCD's college prep scholars are also league champion 
athletes, award winning artists, actors and singers. 

They are leaders in their school and in their 
communities, and each one helps make our school a 

more vibrant place to learn and grow. 

cc/lege prep I arts I athletics I grades 6-12 I cc-ed 

OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29 

10:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Registration 10:00 - 10: 15 

660 Waterman Ave. • E. Providence. RI 02914 • 401 .438.5170 
www.provldencecountryday.org 

and accountability, self-discipline 
and patience, harmoruous balance, 
kindness and gratitude, courage 
and living without regrets. 

The book includes each subject's 
responses to: What's the best advice 
you've ever gotten? If you were to 
receive an award, what would you 
want it to be for? Who or what 
inspires you? What do you see as 
the greatest challenge for the next 
generation of Americans? What 
three (famous) people, living or 
dead, would you invite to your fan
tasy dinner party? 

"Even before my mom's diagnosis 
[of cancer], we never wasted a day," 
said Andsea. "People would ask 
us, 'What's the blueprint for your 
family?' We decided to share the 
stories in a personal way; my sister's 
story [of cancer] and my decision to 
have a prophylactic double mastec
tomy." 

Proceeds from the book go to 
charity, she said; half to Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 
for breast cancer research and half 
to Share our Strength to address 
childhood hunger in America. 

The Jewish values of family 
togetherness, love and compassion, 
resilience and healing are part of 
their family, said Andrea. 

In search of stories from 
snowbirds and snowmen 

Books will be available for purchase 
at the event. 1he book was published 
by John Wiley & Sons, Inc. in 2010. 

For more irzformation, contact 
Temple Beth-El at 331-6070. 

12p-m.~ 

RE YOU A SNOW
BIRD? Or do you 
eve! in the snow and 

ice so common to New Eng
land winters? Either way, we're 
looking for your stories for our 
upcoming "Winter Fun" Nov. 

11 issue of The Jewish Voice & 
Herald. We want to hear how 
you endure or enjoy New Eng- 1 

land's frigid weather or how you 
escape it! Email Nancy Kirsch at 
nkirsch@shalomri.org or call her 
at 421-4111, ext. 168 by Oct. 29. 

• In 2005, 15,800 people age 65 and older died 
from fall -related injuries. 

Many falls are preventable. 

"Driving Under tile lllfluence of Aging and 

At The Miriam Hospital and the Jewish Community 
Center, we care about the safety of the people in 
our community, which is why we' re hosting a 
multidisciplinary safety fair just for you. 

Cognitive Impairment• 
Brian R. Ott, MD 
Director, The Alzheimer's Disease and 
Memory Disorders Center, Rhode Jsland"ttosliitaf 

The Miriam Hospi 
A lifespan Partner 

Strongrr togetht!L Doing a world of 

wwwjvhri.org 

learn about fall prevention and ways to improve safety 
in your home. 

Health Care Screenings include: 
• Nutrition Screening 
• Pharmacist Consult 
• Vision Screening 
• Balance Assessment 
• Blood Pressure Screening 
• Blood Cholesterol Sueening 
• Mood and Memory Screening 
• Home Environment Safety 
• "••ring S<rHClin!I 

Flu.lmmunlzations 
Fall risk -nlllqs II be ~rntee:m. to z.pl,. 
~ . ~ 
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SHALIT'S release expected in the next several days 

PAGE 13 

"With everything that is hap
pening in Egypt and the region, 
I don't know if the future would 
have allowed us to get a better 
deal - or any deal at all for that 
matter," Netanyahu said on Israeli 
television. "The window appeared 
following fears that collapsing 
Mideast regimes and the rise of 
extremist forces would make Gilad 
Shalit's return impossible." 

The prime minister added, "If 
all goes according to plan, Gilad 
will be returning to Israel in the 
coming days." 

two Israeli soldiers captured in the 
border attack by Hezbollah that 
sparked the 2006 Lebanon War. 

Goldwasser and Regev were 
thought to have been killed in the 
attack or shortly thereafter, but 
until the coffins with their bodies 
arrived on Israeli soil, Israeli offi
cials said they could not know 
with certainty that they were dead. 

Shalit's case has been a little dif
ferent. In a video released by his 
captors in October 2009, a frail 
but otherwise healthy-looking 
Shalit held a current newspaper 
and read a message asking Israeli 
authorities to conclude an agree
ment for his release. In all his years 
in captivity, Shalit was allowed no 
international or Red Cross visitors. 

The deal reportedly was signed 
by the two sides on Oct. 6 in Cairo 
following years of negotiations 
and mediation via the Egyptians. 
News of the deal was first reported 
by the satellite TV station Al Ara
biya. Its exact contours remain NOAM AND AVIVIA SHALIT, Shalit's parents, march with others to call for his release in an undated photo. 

As Israel 's Cabinet discussed the 
deal into the wee hours Wednes
day morning, the heads of the 
Israel Defense Forces, the Mossad 
and the Shin Bet internal security 
service all reportedly expressed 
support for the deal. When the 
matter finally came to a vote, there 
were only three dissenting min
isters: Foreign Minister Avigdor 
Lieberman and National Infra
structure Minister Uzi Landau of 
Yisrael Beiteinu, and Vice Prime 
Minister Moshe Ya'alon ofLikud. 

"l don't know if the 
future would have 
allowed us to get 

a better deal." 

unknown. 
Shalit's release would mark 

a remarkable end to a five-year 
saga that has transfixed the Israeli 
public, frustrated two successive 
Israeli governments and spanned 
two wars. 

Then a corporal in the Israeli 
army, Shalit was taken captive 
at age 19 on June 25, 2006, and 
almost immediately his family 
launched an incessant public cam
paign to free him. The crusade 
included vigils, marches, meet
ings, statements by world leaders, 
celebrity endorsements, bumper 
stickers, congressional resolutions, 
songs and a protest encampment 
opposite the prime minister's offi
cial residence in Jerusalem. 

Shalit's plight struck a chord in 
the Jewish state and the Jewish 
world, and Israelis and Jews from 

all walks oflife and political camps 
took part in activities calling for 
his release. 

It's not clear whether this public 
campaign helped usher in the deal 
announced Tuesday or whether it 
hindered an agreement from being 
reached. 

Shalit's family believed that it 
had to keep up the public pres
sure on the Israeli government to 
seal the deal. At the official state 
Independence Day ceremony last 
Yorn Ha'atzma'ut, in May, Shalit's 
brother Yoe! darted onstage with 
his girlfriend and a banner read
ing "Shalit is still alive." Instead 
of getting arrested for the stunt on 
national television broadcast, he 
got an audience with Israeli oppo
sition leader Tzipi Livni. 

But some analysts warned that 
all this public clamor to free Shalit 
only made a deal more difficult 
by increasing the price Hamas 
demanded for his release. Indeed, 
for years Israel insisted that the 
price was too high. 

On Tuesday, Time magazine 
reported that the exchange would 
include as many as 1,000 Palestin
ian prisoners - first the 450 named 

www.BonnieSellsHouseS.com 

#1 Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage Agent in 

RI for 2006, 2008, 2009 and 2010 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 

/,1 /:u11111,·\ /.,;•,n,·11,,· 1111d /111"11111111_'11//' 

'.I, II! 

by Hamas, and then 550 named by 
Israel. The prisoners "will include 
as many as 315 men convicted 
of killing hundreds of Israelis 
in terror attacks," Time Foreign 
Editor Tony Karon wrote. 

Critics of prisoner-exchange 
swaps warn that such deal merely 
encourages Israel's enemies to cap-

ture more Israelis. 
Such criticism followed then

Prime Minister Ehud Olmert's 
decision in July 2008 to trade five 
Lebanese prisoners - including 
notorious murderer Samir Kuntar 
-and the bodies of 199 others in 
exchange for the bodies of Ehud 
Goldwasser and Eldad Regev, 

nukkah r 
Send Hanukkah greetings 

to family and friends in 
the Nov. 25 issue of 

The Jewish Voice &.. Herald. 

Your message will be 
part of a colorful 

Hanukkah 
presentation. 

It's a great 
opportunity -
an 18-word 
message for 

only $18! 
Email your greetings and payment information to Tricia 

Stearly, tstearly@shalomri.org or by mail , The Jewish Voice 
&.. Herald; 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 

Ads and payments must be received by Nov. 15. 
Call Tricia at 421-41 11 , ext. 160. 

WY-'.w.ivhri.or~ t. 11 . I II i-'l\ ;VI ,V 't 
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New England harvest is ideal for Sukkot meals 

The sweetness of 
carrots permeates 

these recipes 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

NEW ENGLAND'S 
autumn harvest offer
ings - pumpkins, 
butternut squash and 

apples, among other produce -
are perfect for Sukkot, a holiday 
during which we eat rich harvest 
meals as a thanksgiving for a 
fruitful year, an abundant har
vest and God's providence upon 
us. As Jayne Cohen writes in her 
comprehensive cookbook, "Jewish 
Holiday Cooking, a Food Lover's 
Treasury of Classics and Impro
visations," published in 2008 by 
Wiley (ISBN 978-0-4471-76387), 
"Eating a rich harvest dinner in a 
starry sukkah, surrounded by the 
smells of winy autumn fruits and 
fresh vegetables ... it is easy to feel 
a part of God's natural world." 

With many sweet Sukkot reci
pes, Cohen notes, "Ripe flame
gold carrots, pumpkins and 
apricots are naturally sugary. Such 
tastes continue the wish expressed 
just two weeks before at Rosh 
Hashanah for a good and sweet 
year." 

The recipes come from "Jewish 
Holiday Cooking." 

Caramelized onion and carrot 
tsimmes with candied ginger 

Cohen writes, "Spicy, sweet and 
tangy-sour notes harmonize beau
tifully in this meatless vegetable
fruit melange. Serve it as a side 
dish or offer it as a condiment with 

chicken, turkey or brisket. 

Ing redients 

3 tablespoons mild olive · or 
canola oil 

l-and-1/2 pounds onions, pref
erably red, thinly sliced (6 cups) 

Salt and freshly ground black 
pepper 

4 or 5 medium carrots, scraped 
and sliced (2 cups) 

1 tablespoon minced candied 
ginger 

1 cup fresh orange juice 
1 tablespoon grated orange zest 
1 tablespoon fragrant honey 
1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1 cup pitted prunes, quartered 

Method 

In a 10- to 12-inch heavy skil
let, heat the oil and add the onions. 
Salt and pepper lightly and stir 
well. 

Cook, covered, over very low 
heat, stirring occasionally so the 
onions do not burn, for 30 to 40 
minutes, until they are meltingly 
tender and almost transparent. 

Add the carrots, ginger, orange 
juice and zest, honey, cinnamon 
and additional salt and pepper to 
taste. Raise the heat to medium
high and bring the mixture to a 
boil. Let it bubble for a few min
utes, then reduce the heat and con
tinue cooking, uncovered, stirring 
occasionally, until the carrots are 
tender and the onions are golden 
and syrupy, about 15 minutes. 

Add the prunes and simmer for 
5 to 10 minutes longer, or until 
the prunes are quite soft. If nec
essary, boil for a few minutes over 
high heat to evaporate any liquid 
remaining in the pan. 

Adjust the seasonings. Keep 

the mixture warm, covered, until 
ready to serve. 

The tsimmes taste best if allowed 
to stand for at least 10 minutes to 
blend the flavors (or prepare in 
advance and just reheat before 
serving.) 

Makes 6 servings. 

Moroccan-flavored 
carrot kugel 

Ingredients 

1 tablespoon olive, avocado 
or canola oil, plus additional for 
greasing the pan 

1 whole matzah (egg matzah 
works best here) 

1-and-1/2 teaspoon dried mint 
3/4 teaspoon ground cumin, 

preferably freshly toasted and 
ground 

1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
Salt and freshly ground black 

pepper 
Cayenne 
2 teaspoons fresh lemon juice 
1 cup fresh carrot juice or veg-

etable stock 
1 teaspoon finely minced garlic 
3 large eggs, separated 
2 cups scraped and finely grated 

carrots, preferably organic 
Optional garnish of fresh mint 

or parsley sprigs 

Method 

Preheat oven to 325 degrees. 
Grease an 8-inch square cake pan 
or other shallow 8-cup baking 
dish. 

In a large bowl, crumble the 
matzah into small pieces. Sprinkle 
with the mint, cumin, cinnamon, 
about 1 teaspoon salt (or to taste), 
pepper and a pinch of cayenne (or 
to taste) and the lemon juice. 

Combine the carrot juice or 

broth and garlic in a small sauce
pan and heat slowly until very hot. 
Don't let the juice boil - it may 
turn too bitter for this kugel. 

Pour over the matzah mixture, 
stir and set aside to cool. 

Beat the egg whiles with a 
pinch of salt in a large bowl until 
stiff, but not dry. In another bowl, 
using the same beaters (no need to 
wash them), beat the egg yolks and 
1 tablespoon oil until thick and 
foamy. 

Add the yolks and carrots to 
the matzah mixture and com
bine well. Use a spatula to fold 
the whites gently into the carrot 
mixture. Work quickly and lightly 
until thoroughly combined and 
no white is visible. Transfer to the 
baking dish. 

Bake for 45 to 50 minutes, until 
firm and golden brown around 
the edges. Let the kugel cool until 
set, then cut into serving pieces. 
Garnish with mint or parsley, if 
desired. 

Serve warm or at room tempera
ture. This reheats well and is excel
lent the next day. 

M akes 6 servings. 
The cookbook also includes a 

delightful poem from Marc Cha
gall 's "My Life." 

"The feast of Sukkoth or the Jesat 
ofSimhat Torah. 

They looked for him 
Everywhere. 
Where is he, where is he? 
It turned out that, because 
of the fine weather, Grandfather 
had climbed up on the roof, 
had sat down on one of the 
chimney pipes and was regaling 
himself with carrots." 

Rabbis pray for humane work conditions 
Safety of Florida 
tomato pickers 

at issue 
NEW YORK QTA) - Rabbis 
for Human Rights-North Amer
ica took part in a prayer event in 
a Florida Publix supermarket to 
help ensure the safety of toma
toes pickers. 

Fifteen rabbis and two rab
binical students took part in the 
prayer circle in mid-September 
in Naples, Fla. urging Publix to 
sign the Fair Food Agreement, 
a contract that guarantees that 
tomato pickers are working in 
an environment with a zero-tol
erance policy for trafficking and 
slavery, sexual assault and child 
labor. It also would raise their 
wages by a penny per pound of 
tomatoes. 

Publix has refused repeatedly 
to sign the agreement or meet 
with workers. 

The rabbis' group has part
nered with the Committee of 

Immokalee, a coalition of 4,000 
tomato pickers, and they plan 
to stage another demonstra
tion during Sukkot urging all 
major tomato retailers to sign 

"We cannot stand 
idly by as the 

workers who pick 
our tomatoes suffer 
some of the worst 

human rights 
abuses in America." 

the pledge. They also used social 
media to help push their mes
sage. 

Nine major retailers of toma
toes, including McDonalds, 
Whole Foods and Subway, have 
signed the pledge. 

"As rabbis, we are called upon 
to be moral leaders," said Rabbi 

Rachel Kahn-Troster, the direc
tor of North American programs 
for Rabbis for Human Rights-

wwwjvhri.org 
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North America. "We cannot 
stand idly by as the workers who 
pick our tomatoes suffer some of 

the worst human rights abuses in 
America." 
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Recipes for after the bar or hat mitzvah celebration 
Breakfast food is 

delicious any 
time of day 

BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

TIE BAR OR BAT 
mitzvah ceremony is 

one, and you've survived 
the post-ceremony party. 

All went well, with plenty to kve/1 
about, so what now? Whether 
you're hosting a crowd of out-of
town relatives and friends for a 
Sunday brunch or simply relaxing 
with immediate family, these reci
pes look deliciously easy. 

Roasted pepper, artichoke and 
caramelized onion frittata 

Ingredients 

1 tablespoon olive oil 
1 small onion, thinly sliced 
salt and freshly ground black 

pepper 
1/2 cup canned artichokes, cut 

into quarters, or 1/2 cup sliced 
canned hearts of palm 

1/2 cup jarred roasted red pepper, 
chopped into 1/4-inch pieces (don't 
get the kind that is preserved in vin
egar and oil) 

4large eggs 
1/4 cup soy milk 
4 sprigs fresh flat leaf parsley, fine 

chop the leaves, discard the stems 

Method 

Preheat oven to 350. 
Place the olive oil in an 8-10 inch 

ovenproof frying pan. If the pan has 
a plastic handle, triple-wrap the 
handle with aluminum foil. Heat 
the oil over medium heat. Add the 
onion. Season with salt and pepper. 
Allow to cook for 15 minutes, until 
caramelized, shaking the pan every 
5 minutes. Add the artichokes or 
hearts of palm and chopped pep
pers. Saute 3 minutes. 

In a medium bowl, whisk the 
eggs with the soy milk. Season with 
salt and pepper. Add the parsley 
leaves. Whisk to combine. 

Add the eggs to the pan with 
the onions. Stir once. Turn heat to 

high and cook until beginning to set 
around the edges of the pan. 

Place the pan into the preheated 
oven for 5 -10 minutes, until eggs 
are set. Remove from oven, go 
around the outside of the pan with 
a spatula and loosen the edges, 
making sure the bottom is loosened 
as well. Place a plate over the pan 
and flip the frittata out on the plate. 

Serve warm or at room tempera
ture. Can be made a day in advance. 

Makes 4 servings. 

Dutch apple pancake 

Ingredients 

2 tablespoons butter 
1 Granny Smith apple, peeled, 

cored and th.inly sliced 
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon 
2 tablespoons dark brown sugar 
2 large eggs 
1/2 cup milk (2 percent or whole) 
1/2 cup all-purpose flour 
1 tablespoon sugar 
1/4 teaspoon pure vanilla extract 
confectioner's sugar 
maple or pancake syrup 

Method 

Preheat oven to 400. 
Heat the butter in a 10 - 11 inch 

ovenproof skillet over medium heat. 
Add the apple slices, cinnamon and 
brown sugar. Cook, mixing occa
sionally, until the apple slices are 
tender, about 5 - 6 minutes. Spread 
them out evenly in the pan. 

While the apples are cooking, in 
a small bowl whisk the eggs, milk, 
flour, sugar and vanilla until com
bined. 

Pour egg mixture over the apples. 
Immediately, while the pan is still 
hot, place into the hot oven. 

Bake until pancake is puffed 
and golden, 20 - 25 minutes. Dust 
with confectioner's sugar and serve 
immediately with syrup. 

Makes 4 servings. 

Stuffed challah French toast 
Ingredients 

3 large strawberries, hulled and 

If you're not eating 
CASER~A's y9u're 
not eating pizza! 

51·11 OFF 
a delicious 12-piece pizza 

The ORIGINAL 

CASERTA 
PIZZERIA 
A Rhode Island Tradrt1on tor over 50 years 

Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
N 

chopped 
1/2 medium banana, peeled and 

chopped 
7 slices (1-inch) challah 
6 large eggs 
1/4 cup heavy cream 
freshly ground black pepper 
pinch cinnamon 
4-5 tablespoons butter 

Method 

Mix the chopped strawber
ries and chopped bananas in a 
small bowl. Cut each slice of chal
lah in half down the center. Into 
the exposed cut side of each slice, 
create a pocket by inserting a sharp 
knife into the center and working 
the knife in both directions. Make 
sure to just cut a pocket and not cut 
through to the top or through either 
end. With a small spoon, stuff some 
of the strawberry banana mixture 
into each slice. Don't overstuff. 

In a medium or large bowl, whisk 
the eggs, cream pepper and cinna
mon. Dip each slice of stuffed chal
lah into the egg mixture, soaking 
each side and shaking off the excess. 

Melt the butter in a large skil
let set over medium heat. Add the 
stuffed challah and saute, turning 
each piece once until golden on 
both sides, about 2 - 3 minutes per 
side. Serve to a plate with pancake 
or maple syrup. 

Makes 7 servings. 

Smoothies 
"Try the recipe with blueberries, 

raspberries, peaches, pineapple or 
any combination of these fruits," 
Fishbein writes. 

1 to 2 ripe mangoes, peeled, 
pitted and chopped into 1/2-inch 
dice (to make about 1-and-1/2 cups) 

1 ripe banana, sliced 
1 cup lowfat vanilla yogurt, 

vanilla ice cream, frozen yogurt or 
orange juice 

1 to 2 tablespoons sugar or honey 
(use lesser amount if fruit is very 
sweet) 

1 cup ice cubes, allowing them to 
thaw for 10 minutes at room tem
perature 

Strawbeny smoothies 
Ingredients 

1 pound strawberries, hulled and 
halved (about 1 quartt) 

1 ripe banana, sliced 
1 cup lowfat vanilla yogurt, 

vanilla ice cream, frozen yogurt or 
orange juice 

1 to 2 tablespoons sugar or honey 
(use lesser amount if fruit is very 
sweet) 

1 cup ice cubes, allowing them to 
thaw for 10 minutes at room tem
perature 

Method 

Place the fruits on a baking tray 
and partially freeze them for 30 
minutes. Place the partially frozen 
fruits of choice and banana into the 
blender. Add in the yogurt, frozen 
yogurt, ice cream or orange juice. 
Add the sugar or honey. Place 
the ice cubes on top. Blend until 
smooth. Stop to stir as needed. 

For the two-tone option, make 
two different batches of smoothies, 
rinsing out the blender in between. 
Using two measuring cups or tea
cups, scoop out some of each flavor. 
Slowly pour the smoothies at the 

BATTER UP 

same time into opposite sides of the 
glass. 

Each batch makes 4 to 5 smooth
ies, the two-tone option makes 8 to 
10 smoothies. 

Recipes are from "Kosher by design 
Entertains.• The cookbook was writ
ten by Susie Fishbein, and puhlished in 
2005 by Mesorah PuiJ/ications, Ltd. 

"I like feeding 
the village." 

"1 love coming to work every 
day. It gives me an incredible 

opportunity to 
do the two 

things I love 
best: be 
creative 
and eat. 

I remember 
the first night 

I opened over 34 years ago. I 
looked into the full dining 

room. It gave me a genuine 
thrill that I still feel today. 

I'm very proud of this 
wonderfully consistent 

product we've created. It's 
nice to see returning 

customers all the time. I like 
feeding the village." 

- Deborah Norman 
Restaurateur 

Rue De L'Espoir A-.-.- Bistro Coolcfng 
99 Hope Street Providence, RI 

401-751-8890 
open dally breakfast, lunch, dinner 

-.therue.com 

FOR THE TEMPLE BETH-EL 
,. ,,,.i'J:i"-,,,::·:'. 

WORLD~,'$, ----· If ~fBRISKET ~ 

I 
·•· 

CF.I.EBRITY JUDGES JOAN NATHAN, ANITA S01.0MON. OONNA 0IJ1\F 

AND A PEOPLE'S CHOICE AWARD 

ADMISSION: $10/ADUITS: $5/CHILDR[N OVERAGE 5: CHII.Dll[N UNDER 5 fRH; 
MAXIMUM $25/FAMIIY 

PROCHDS RfNHIT THF TFMrl.f BfTH - [I RHIGIOUS SCHOOi SCHOIARSHlr fUNO 

wwwjvhri.org 
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THE JEWlSH VOICE & HERALD 

What's your 
favorite apparel 
store? 

Wbal 'i ~·our 
r111\·ori1e bnch? 

What 's your 
favorite bagel 
source? 

READERS, please fill out this fun survey - we can't 
wait to hear from you! 

Just identify - and tell us why, if you like - your 
favorites on the list below (within greater Rhode 
Island, please). 

Mail, drop off or email (scan and email) the 
completed survey to Nancy Kirsch, The Jewish Voice 
& Herald, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 02906 
or nkirsch@shalomri.org. 

Once the surveys are tabulated, we'll award 
certificates to the winning business in each 
category. All surveys will be entered into a drawing 
for a gift certificate. 

fnoritt rntauninl! 

Name: _ __________ _ 

Phone:. ___________ _ 

Email: ___________ _ 

1. Restaurants: 

Breakfast/brunch/coffee shop: 

/Name and city/ 

To celebrate a simcha: 

(Name and city/ 

Chinese food: 

(Name and city) 

Date night/romantic meal: 

(Name and city) 

Casual "go to• spot: 

(Name anddly/ 

2. Bagel sourcie: 

(Name anddty/ 

3. Bakery: 

(Name and dly} 

4. KoslMr-t/poultry/fish source: 

(Name and city) 

S. Kosher wine source: 

/Name and city) 

6.Beach: 

/Name and city) 

7. Vineyard: 

(Name and city) 

8. Museum/Gallery: 

(Name and city/ 

9. Vacation spot: 

(Name and city} 

1 O. Gift shop: 

(Name and city) 

11. Apparel store: 

/Name and city) 

12. Shoe store: 

/Name and city) 

13. Children's party locale: 

/Name and city/ 

14. Consignment shop: 

(Name and city) 

1 S. Golf course: 

(Name and city) 

16. Night spot: 

/Name and city) 

17. Salon/Spa 

(Name and city) 

18. Wild card: What didn't we ask you about that 
you absolutely love? Tell us, so we can tell our 
readers! 

/Name and city) 

The. Imperial Room at Rhodes Place is a beautiful banquet facility, 
centrally located in the Historic Edgewood section of Cranston. 
In-house catering • complimentary planning • Services • ample free parking • fully climate 

controlled and handicaped accessible facility • accommodating maximum of 200 guests 

One Rhodes Place, Cranston, RI 02905 
P: 401-467-7102 • F: 401-383-9413 • www.rishriners.com 

wwwjvhri.org 
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COMMUNITY 

TEMPLE SINAI RELIGIOUS SCHOOL children enjoy the Biblical Garden in May 2011 . 

Volunteers create Biblical 
Garden at Temple Sinai 
Sacred space 

is life-enriching 
BY CATHERINE WALTERS 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

CRANSTON - Temple Sinai's Biblical 
Garden was established on the synagogue 
grounds during the summer of 2010. It is 
designed to: 

• Provide a living testament to our connec
tion with Torah and the everyday lives of our 
forbears in ancient Israel through sight and 
touch, taste and smell. 

• Engage young and old alike in the cycle of 
planting and harvest, and to instill steward
ship of the plants in our care. 

• Be an inviting oasis in space and time for 
reflection and shalom. 

The garden's design provides opportuni
ties for demonstrating interactions between 
plants and people in ancient Israel (as foods 
and fodder, as textiles, in construction and in 
sacred text and ritual). As a resource for teach
ers, it encourages hands-on activities, which 
bring added dimension to the religious school 
curriculum. 

For all who visit, it offers a seasonal display 
of shoshanim, wildflowers that flourished both 
in ancient and modern times in Israel. 

The Biblical Garden hosts specimens of 
early agricultural products such as wheat, 
barley, olive, pomegranate, broadbeans and 
flax . Other plants, those typically found near 
a source of water, include papyrus, reeds and 
marsh mallow. Aromatic herbs grow in abun
dance, and bottle gourd vines run rampant in 
the summer months. Hundreds of bulbs flour
ish in spring, followed by summer wildflowers 
such as anemone, lantana and crown chrysan
themum. 

With limited space and harsh New England 
winters, our gardeners must select dwarf plant 
varieties (such as the Cedar of Lebanon and 
the myrtle) and our congregants shelter tender 
specimens indoors after the first frost. 

A second phase of the Biblical Garden is in 
progress, and will feature larger specimens of 
trees and shrubs on the synagogue's grounds. 
Fig and almond trees have already been 
planted, and a willow tree and an apricot tree 
will soon follow. 

Volunteers have tilled and dug, donated 
plant materials and mulched, weeded and 
watered, allowing the Biblical Garden to pro
vide an added dimension to congregational 
life in every season. 

1he garden welcomes visitors; contact Judy 
Cohen at 739-1973 or Catherine Walters at 419-
7698. 

DAFFODILS BLOOM in Temple Sinai's Biblical Garden. 
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The Program in Judaic Studies Presents: 
The Arthur B. and David B. Jacobson Lecture 
Monday, October 24, 2011 
7:30 pm 
Petteruti Lounge (2nd floor, Faunce House, 75 Waterman St.) 

Speaker, Warren Rosenblum 

Free and open to the public 

Warren Rosenblum is associate professor at Webster Uni
versity, St. Louis. His interests include comparative social policy, 
public history, and modern Jewish history. He is the author of 
Beyond the Prison Gates: Punishment and Welfare in Germany, 
1850-1933 (2009), winner of the 2009 Baker-Burton Prize of 
the Southern Historical Association for the best first book in 
European history. 

To request special services, accomodations or assistance for th.is event, place contact Tracy i\liller 
at TrnC)•_MilJer@Brown.edu or 401 .853.3912 as far in advance of the event as possible 

wwwj'lhri.org 
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Zuzu's Petals 
East Greenwich• Cranston • Providence 
401 -398-1199 
ZuZusRl.com 

A unique contemporary dress shop featuring casual to 
special occasion dresses. Winner of Rhode Island Monthly 's 
Best of Rhode Island®. 
Lily Pulitzer• Nicole Miller· Shoshanna· BCBG ·Milly· Tibi 
Visit us on Facebook. 

LET THE EXPERTS AT Q!JINDNESSETT COUNTRY 
CLUB BE OF SERVICE TO YOU WLTH YOUR 

BAR/BAT MITZVAH PLANS. 

WE OFFER BEAUTIFULLY MANICURED GROUNDS OVERLOOKJNG 
NARRAGANSETT BAY AND SUMPTUOUS CUISINE. INCLUDING 

A SPECIALTY DESIGNED BAR/BAT MITlVAH MENU. 

Rhonda Cantoff Marzetta 
(401 ) 353·1502 
simplyinvitations@cox.net 

wedding 
bar / bat mitzvah 

www.mysimplyinvitations.com 

BAR/BAT MITZVAH 

VENDORS AT ONE of the Temple Sinai bar/bat mitzvah expos. 

Organizers rumounce 4th rumual 
bar/bat mitzvah expo 

Community-wide event serves as an opportunity for "speed- about it," she said. "People approach 
dating" for some and a "shiddukh" us and say, Tve heard about your 

is a resource for all or marriage, for others. Dozens of expo, put me on the list, I can't miss 
providers of goods and services for it.'" 

BY VOICE & H EHALD STAFF bar and bat mitzvah ceremony and In this, the expo's fourth year, 
voiceherald@shalomri.org party planning offer information, the Knasins are growing ever more 

samples, referrals, advice and ideas experienced and knowledgeable 
CRANSTON - The bar and bat to the parents of the future bar or about making the event, which is 
mitzvah expo is becoming a regu- bat mitzvah, be they frazzled, fear- also co-sponsored by The Jewish 
lar gig for Paul and Ellen Knasin, ful and frenzied first-timers or cool, Voice & H erald, a seamlessly sue-
Temple Sinai congregants. It's a calm and collected hosts. cessful experience for shoppers 
good thing they're such willing Not only does the expo fill a need and sellers alike. With one daugh-
organizers of the annual event, as for the "new families in the pipeline ter's bat mitzvah behind them and 
the expo "fits a need" said Ellen, in [of planning a bar or bat mitzvah)," another yet to come, Ellen and Paul 
a recent phone interview with The said Ellen, it provides a great oppor- have found - and expect to continue 
Voice& Herald. Scheduled this year tunity for local vendors to partici- to find - all their vendors for the 
for Sunday, Jan. 29, from 10:30 a.m. pate "There's always a lot of buzz 
- 2 p.m at Temple Sinai, the expo · VARIETY, Page 19 

Andrew & Sandy 

Jewish cooking with a distinctive flair 

Book your Bar/Bat Mitzvah or any special event 
with us by 12/31/2012 and receive a FREE 
continental breakfast the following morning. 
Certain restrictions apply. 

401 .524.5928 www. localherocatering.com 

wwwjvhri.org 



BAR/BAT MITZV AH 

www.RiMusicExpress.com 

/ Paul and Ellen Knasin 
VENDORS FROM R.I. MUSIC EXPRESS relax in an oversized blowup cha ir. 

,VARIETY of vendors meet Jewish needs 
From Page 18 

ceremony and the event. Friends 
and fellow Sinai congregants, the 
Knasins say, also find the vendors -
be they party planners, venues, DJs, 
caterers or florists, among others -
from the annual expo. 

Although many more vendors 
will be present at the Jan. 29 expo, 
several have already signed up: A 
Touch of Class DJs, Accounting 
for Taste LLC, Clad In, Corner
stone Catering at the Providence 
Biltmore, Crowne Plaza at the 

Crossing, Event Planning Special
ists LLC, Gold Events, Kristen 
Capaldi Creighton Photography, 
Local H ero Catering, New Eng
land Photo Booth, Oliidnessett 
Country Club, Siagal Productions 
& Entertainment & Event Plan
ning, Skorski Photography and the 
Rhode Island Shriners Imperial 
Room. 

"We remember those days," said 
Ellen, "when we got our oldest 
daughter's bat mitzvah date and we 
didn't know what to do. So many 

people are in the same position. We 
go and get new ideas." 

Of the event, a fundraiser for 
Temple Sinai, Ellen said, "It's a 
great thing to see the Jewish com
munity coming together for some
thing positive." 

The event is free and open to the 
enti re Jewish community of greater 
Rhode Island. 

Temple Sinai is at 30 Hagen Ave., 
Cranston. For more information, con
tact the synagogue at 942-8350. 

Jewish Voice &/_,Herald October 14, 2011 PAGE 19 

Don't miss Temple Sinai's 

( FACIAL{~ 
AESTHETICS ( 

C E~TER \/~ 
of Rhode Island 

ADVANCED TECHNIQUES IN B oTox/D YSPORT, 
F ACIAL FILLERS AND C HEMICAL PEELS 

Free consultation /OT new clients through December. 
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/Gab i Silvia 

MEMBERS OF NATHAN 'S TEAM, which raised money for autism awareness, gather at Colt State Park in Bristol on Sept. 18. 

Sibling's autism affects choice of mitzvah project 
Raising money for 

awareness 
and education 

BY J ACOB K,,TZMAN 

Special to 1he Jewish Voice & Herald 

LINCOLN - Last year, during 
sixth grade Hebrew school at 
Temple Emanu-El, my teacher 
Barbara Engler introduced the 

concept of the bar mitzvah project 
to our class. What I gleaned from 
her lesson is that the project should 
have a significant positive impact 
on the world and those around 
us. It should also incorporate the 
Jewish values of mirz.vot and rz.e
dakah. Volunteering at an animal 
shelter or assisting in a homeless 
shelter were two ideas that were 
presented in class. 

I had something else in mind. 

Clad 
... endless!J interesting, 
unexpected!J delightful 
womens clothing1 

shoes and accessories 
for every occasion. 

497 Angell Street 
Wayland Square 
Providence, RI 02906 
401.454.8442 

Visit dadin.corn for other 
designers, hours and directions. 

My younger brother Nathan, age 

"lt was 
overwhelming to 
think that 1 could 
pull off so much." 

10, is affected by an autism spec-

wwwjvhri.org 

trum disorder. I remember that 
when I was younger, I had to 
explain to my friends what autism 
is because Nathan acted differ
ently and couldn't participate in 
the same activities that I did. My 
response to those who needed an 
explanation was, "My brother's 
brain is wired differently." 

Autism affects every person a 
little bit differently. No two people 
with autism have identical symp-

toms. For some individuals, it is a 
crippling disorder; for others - like 
Albert Einstein - it is a gift. Some 
estimates indicate that one in every 
10 children is affected by this dis
order. 

More boys than girls are affected 
by autism. Every 20 minutes a 
child is diagnosed with autism. 
When parents hear the devastat
ing words "your child has autism," 

WALK , Page 24 
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Venues to satisfy a 'city mouse' and a 'country mouse' 
Simcha venues: 

Mount Hope Farm 
and Providence 

Biltmore 
B Y VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

W ETH ER you 
refer cityscapes 

more bucolic 
nv i ron m ents, 

Rhode Island has venues to satisfy 
your bar or bat mitzvah celebration 
needs. 

The Providence Biltmore, for 
example, is in the heart of down
town Providence, and surrounded 

us ESS Rom 
by urban amerut1es. It has two 
ballrooms, the Garden Room 
on the second floor, and a larger 
space, the rooftop Grand Ball
room on the 17th floor, which 
offers a panamoric view of down
town Providence. 

Shatraw said that the hotel's 
two ballrooms make the venue an 
appealing choice. Each has a sepa
rate meeting space nearby, where 
the adults might mingle over 
appetizers and cocktails while teen 
games are going on. 

The hotel offers discounted room 
rates for guests and for a Sunday 
brunch, for example, when the bar 
or bat mitzvah party is held onsite. 

The Providence Biltmore, said 
Shatraw, works "with many ven
dors of different services. That 
helps with shopping [for vendors] 
and ideas." 

B ACK TO NAT URE 

Bristol's Mount Hope Farm is 
able to host intimate parties for 40 
and big bashes for 400, and every
thing in between. The Civil War
era Barn, which can accommodate 
140 people, is completely heated 
and air-conditioned, said John 
Paul Smith, Mount Hope Farm's 
director of marketing. "Larger 
events are tented and the tents can 
be pitched at several different spots 
on our estate, including the water
front site with its magnificent 
views of Mount Hope and Narra
gansett bays." 

DI FFERENT, Page 25 

. =~·,·~~ 
~ f 7R~l Delivery or Pick-Up 
-}~i~satt;t~'.t est things come to those who wait? 

S.Attlcboro 
679 WllShington Strccl (Rt. I) 

508-J~ l ll 

Wartto 
8 TumttStrcct 
401-289-2089 

~-~ -E:d,ble· 
For those who wish to conserve 

funds, but still host a memorable 
event, Elise Shatraw, catering sales 
manager, recommends choos
ing an afternoon, not an evening, 
function. "It's less expensive 
people] can take advantage of 
lower room rentals and lower food 
minimums." 

THE PROVIDENCE BILTMORE'S Grand Ballroom 
A RRA N G CMC NT.S 

Food stations, rather than sit
down meals for adults and buffets 
for the teens, are gaining popular
ity. The food stations, said Sha
traw, make the party a little more 
interactive for everyone, as adults 
and kids are all accessing the dif
ferent stations. 

Shatraw is also seeing people use 
colors, rather than subject themes, 
to tie decorations and table set-

tings together. Many people, 
she said, are trying different 
approaches, such as a recent event 
that included not flowers but pink 
feather plumes in the centerpieces. 

W HAT ADVICE FOR SOMEONE 

WHO'S JUST STARTING OUT? 

Book a site first, she recom-
mends; the Providence Biltmore 
will generally book events no more 
than 18 months in advance. As for 
advice for the fi rst-timers, Shatraw 
said, "The key is being organized. 
Once you've secured your location 

SOMERSET 
(Closer than you think - only 15 minutes from Providence) 

The Jagolinzer Family 
Quality Automobiles for 3 Generations 

195 East • Exit 4, MA 
somersetautogroup.com 

800-495-5337 

Jeep 
.n,,e...,.,. ,...~, 

FREE pick-up 
and delivery available •--- SUBARU. 

for the party, the next biggest piece 
is your entertainment and photog
rapher. From there, you can start 
on the caterer and the theme." 
Using a party planner can be help
ful for those who've never hosted a 
big event. 

WHAT'S SPECIAL ABOUT 

THE BILTMORE? 

HARRINGTON 
Rumst1d:. Point. Waterfront Fr,'lnk 
lhyd Wright inspired contE-mporary 
offers floor to ceilinq windows allowing 
for unparalleled water views. Open 
floor plan, custom kitchen, media room 
and m,1ster suite. Patio features pool 
with waterfall and cabana; mooring. 
$2,499,000 

r--- --- ---- -------- --~ 
' ' ' Visit us : 

' and Save $5 : 
I on..-..-onMloKtproducu.C--t>,o 
I co,nbined..-ld'l all)'Ol:t...-~on.-COOI 

: °""'~~~-~ ~~JO -,J 

Or;ing<' B-01som H~tf O,ppcd . ..,,th O,ppc<! &ni~s • All store~ open 7 d;iyi a ;,.,eel< 
?010 fr!,b!e An.Jng~"nts. LLC. Conuule" 11'1.lY ..-;i,r7 AvJ,l:11,it, :n • v;n~cy of \rLe~ 

fnrKh,uis • ..,,table ~I •888•71:7 •<4258 or .,,;sr, un'1nchiJC com 

Waterfront 1 '1 i \; (,,: _~1 :-:i,~r~ Cc,i.).'11:-: 
(''-!<11':'• Qt·, 3 ti,2 O,(r-'·~ i._)·j(l•JU'i 

l1·,1Lir~,, <J1?.r1d ,;,,,,,-,,~.- '.·~r1" 

l1vi111y .S.· dln,l'Y 1,,,.·,,n, ,,; 

(J/'.'dltir,-pl:1(,·\ f·:..;r; . 
. :ind L;,._,:1:.. :,;~t :,:-.~ ·:, .i. ·,',, 

11 ' . 1 , t • ' ~ , l II t, - ' . i : ·1 . ! , ; ' 

b,-:d• ,·• I 

$4,994,000 

Lila Delman Wi:11 Real Estate 
s,IVCE i <)6bi 

'-.I \\'l'{lJ/ I I\\\ I \Ill\\' \\ \I l It I! Ii i I \ )1 ~ 'i \' L' 

( 1/',I ·'·' \.1' / .'',l I /1 1 \/{ \ I<) /Ii;' I' 1 1_.''i/l LtLADELMAN. COM 

< TllUSTIFS I l \ I I~ 0

\ I' I 'i·' ! I I: I' ' 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Going the extra mile for a bar mitzvah 

When life gives you 
lemons, make the best 

lemonade you can 

BY "ANONYMOUS" 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

IF THERE IS anything in 
his young life that a Jewish 
boy anticipates, it's the date 
of his bar mitzvah. No other 

day is so eagerly or anxiously 
awaited. 

Except for the day he is born 
and the day he dies, no other 
day will be so exclusive: All the 
accolades, all the gifts, all the fun 
are all his, and he doesn't have to 
share it with anybody! 

The memories of that day stay 
with him forever, as do all the 
preparations, all the butterflies, 
and those sinking feelings of 
panic as the day gets closer. He 
fears that, despite all his dedi
cation and study, he's 
going to "bomb" on the 
most important day of 
his life, with what seems 
to him to be the entire 
world watching. 

That was how I 
as my bar mitzvah day 
approached. For me, the 
important day was Sat
urday, Nov. 4, 1967 at 
a synagogue in Rhode 
Island. I remem-
ber wondering if my parents 
had invited the whole world, or 
merely every relative in my large 
extended family, from Belmont, 
Mass. to Peekskill, N.Y., and 
Miami, Fla. to Michigan. Even 
the relatives from Tel Aviv were 
invited. 

What was most frightening 
was that they were all coming -

young relatives I had played with, 
their parents whom I hardly 
knew and of course, all those old 
people who spoke nothing but 
Yiddish (especially when they 
didn't want the younger genera
tion - the kids - to understand 
what they were saying). I knew 

this was my day, my gig and I so 
wanted everything to be perfect. 

Except for one thing. I wasn't 
perfect, not on my haftarah, 
not by a long shot. I had been 
learning it for almost a year, and 
I still didn't get all of it. Early in 

GOT~DEN GATE 

STUDIOS 
Wedding-. Bar Mitzvah 

October, the cantor sat me down 
and admonished me that my bar 
mitzvah was only a month away, 
and that I still had a lot of work 
to do. He had already received his 
invitation, he said. Why wasn't I 
practicing more, he wanted to 
know. 

Well, the real reason, which 
wasn't so foolish to admit, 

was that I was watching every 
game of the World Series, in 
which the Red Sox were playing. 
It was the year of the "Impos
sible Dream," and all my friends 
at school were watching it - how 
could I not? Still, after listening 
to the cantor's mild but pointed 
scolding, I went home and prac
ticed. I didn't want to embar
rass my parents or myself. 

Within a week or so, by mid
October, I knew my haftarah 
passably- not perfect, but enough 
to get by, and I had a few weeks 
to polish it. 

By then, the World Series was 
over and the Red Sox had lost, 
so there was nothing to celebrate 
with my friends. So out of an 

Fashions 

Jewelry 

Gifts 

Luli 
782 Hope Street, Providence 

Next to Citizens Bank 
Facebook Lull Boutique 

401 -369-4332 

wwwjvhri.org 

abundance of fear and anxiety 
born out of a desire not to look 
foolish before my family and 
especially my friends, I finally 
got most of it right. 

Feeling much more confident, 
I visited the cantor to review my 
progress. I went into his office 

and sat down 
across him at 
his desk. 

He looked 
at me and 
said, "We've 
made a 
mistake; 
you've got 
the wrong 
haftarah." 

Dumb -
founded, I 
sat there, 
silent. Two 
weeks to go 
and I have 
the wrong 
haftarah? 

The cantor 
offered me 
an "out": I 
could choose 
to keep the 
haftarah I'd 

been given. Everyone would 
understand. If I wanted to try to 
learn the correct one, I would get 
all the help I needed. 

For a minute or so, I didn't 
know what to say. I remember 
a lot racing through my mind. 
I would have to learn a new 
haftarah, I thought, but heck, 
I didn't know the old one all 
that well. I didn't want to do 
the wrong one: What if someone 
in the congregation knew and 
began talking about it? Couldn't 
have that, I thought. Besides, if 
you're going to do one, you might 
as well do the right one for the 
right day. It would be a clean 
slate - I could start again. It was 
like a blackboard washed clean. 
Why not, I thought. After what 
felt like a million years, but was 
probably about 30 seconds, I told 
the cantor I'd try to learn the new 
one. 

For the next two weeks, my 
life was nothing but school 
during the day and haftarah at 
night. I went to the synagogue for 
lessons with the assistant cantor, 
and worked long hours with him. 
The cantor recorded a tape (for a 
reel-to-reel tape recorder - this 
was 1967, after all), and I lis-

"l would have 
to learn a new 
haftarah, but 
heck, l didn't 

know the old one 
all that well." 

tened to it for hours every night 
after dinner, trying to learn it. I 
even missed most of my favor
ite TV shows. Somehow, during 
those last two weeks, I felt driven 
- I had a second chance to make 
it as perfect as I could and I didn't 
want to blow it this time. No dis
tractions; no laziness. 

No one had to force me to do 
it. My 13-year-old mind didn't 
really know why I was so driven, 
I just knew I was. I wanted it to 
be just right! 

Finally the big day arrived; 
it was "showtime." I sat ner
vously in the front row watching 
and listening to the service before 
I was called up to the bimah. 
I wondered, "Would this ever 
end?" The cantor told me he'd 
nod to me when it was time to 
come up. I kept watching intently 
and nervously. Finally! The nod 
came, and I marched up to the 
bimah with as much confidence as 
I could muster. Actually, I was as 
scared as I'd ever been in my life. 

When it was time to chant my 
new haftarah, I was alone; no one 
stood with me. As far as I knew, 
I did it without a missed syllable. 

When it was over, the cantor 
and other people there told me 
I had done a great job. Many of 
my older, Yiddish-speaking rela
tives - who presumably knew that 
I had chanted the right haftarah -
said that I should feel proud. All 
I remember after I went back to 
my seat was an enormous sense 
of relief It was over - I was 13, 
it was my bar mitzvah day and 
the work was done. Let the fun 
begin! 

Out of respect for the cantor and 
the synagogue referenced in this 
story - both still alive and thriving 
today - The Voice & Herald and the 
author agreed to refrain from iden
tifj,ing them. The author, a Rhode 
Island native and an attorney in 
Providence, chose to remai·n anony
mous far the same reason. 
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Realizing my dreams 
Living by Max 

Dwares' example 

BY SHOSHANA ADLER 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

CRANSTON - I became a bat 
mitzvah on Aug. 27, 2011 at 
Temple Am David in Warwick. I 
never thought that I would be able 
to become a bat mitzvah, as I have a 
learning disability that was discov
ered when I was in kindergarten. 

My learning disability makes 
it hard for me to read Hebrew, so 
I thought that I wouldn't be able 
to help lead the musaf service (the 
additional Shabbat and holiday ser
vice), do the maftir (the last part of 
the Torah portion) and chant the 
haftorah (the prophetic reading that 
accompanies the Torah portion). 

Cantor Rick Perlman and 
Mickie Silverman, who is the b'nei 
mitzvah teacher, let me read the 
haftorah in English transliteration 
so that I could fulfill my dreams. 
They helped make it all possible -
and they never let me feel different 
or that I couldn't do the necessary 
preparations. I can never thank 
them enough for all of their sup
port. 

SHOSHANA ADLER, right, and Cantor Richard Perlman on Aug. 27, 2011 Matt Elsworth 

Becoming a bat mitzvah means 
so much to me. A year ago I never 
thought that I was going to be up 
on the bimah. I feel like I'm person
ally carrying on a very important 
tradition for the Jewish people, 
as there are people who don't like 
Jewish people and try to ruin our 

traditions. I am proud to be carry
ing on this tradition of becoming 
a bat mitzvah, especially for the 
people who were in the Holocaust. 
As Anne Frank's book "The Diary 
of Anne Frank" taught me, tradi
tions are important. Even when she 
was hiding from the Nazis, she still 
wanted to continue the tradition of 
lighting the Hanukkah menorah. I 
learned this and other lessons of the 
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gather. Enjoy time together in 
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Holocaust at Am David. 
At Temple Am David, students 

who become a bar or bat mitz
vah are supposed to do a tzedakah 
project. My project was based on 
the life of Max Dwares, of blessed 
memory, who was like a brother to 
me. Because Max taught me how to 
live my life by helping people in fun 
and meaningful ways, I wanted my 
project to be about him. The first 

project I did was to collect warm 
clothes for people who are home
less. These clothes were distributed 
to people on the Mitzvah Day that 
the Jewish Alliance sponsored last 
March. I also went to the Ronald 
McDonald House in Providence 
with some family friends, Jill and 
Lindsay Goodman and Sue and 
Julie Harlam. We cooked dinner 
for the families staying at Ronald 

McDonald House while their chil
dren are in Hasbro Hospital; they 
told us amazing and sweet stories 
about their children. In June, a few 
of us who attend Am David met 
at the home of Kevin and Barbara 
Dwares (Max's parents) to make 
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches 
to be given to those people who are 
homeless and stay at Crossroads, a 
shelter in Providence. Even when 
Max was really sick, he made sand
wiches for people at Crossroads. 

During the summer, I had a 
yard sale and raised S200 for the 
Tomorrow Fund in memory of 
Max. Another $200 went to the 
Holocaust Education & Resource 
Center of Rhode Island in memory 
of Dori Adler's mother Wendy. 
Dori Adler and so many other Am 
David teachers taught me so much. 

When people ask me if I am 
happy that my bat mitzvah studies 
are done, I say "no." The answer is 
"no": In going through this pro
cess, I discovered that my love for 
Judaism continues to grow. I still 
attend services every Shabbat with 
my family; I really enjoy attending 
services and seeing "my synagogue 
family" and being part of the ser
vice. 

My days of being a young Jewish 
girl are over and my new journey as 
a Jewish adult has just begun. 

Shoshana Adler, the daughter if 
Steven and Susan Adler, lives in 
Cranston. She is an 8th grader at 
Hugh B. Bain Middle School. Contact 
her at adler25@verizon.net. 
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WALK raises awareness and funds for autism research 

Capture the Memories 

Bar and Bat Mitzvah Videos 
These are the moments you 'II want to treasure forever! 

East Coast Video 
401-567-9171 

www.Ecoastvideo .com 
Serving RI, CT and MA since /99/ 

Please view our website for video samples 

foJj~--
8, grea.t gifts 

by WMdy Joblon 

Specializing in wedding, rehearsal dinner, bridal shower , 
bar/bat mitzvah and birthday invitations, cust011 stationary, 

baby announcements, pad sets, cocktail napkins and other personalized 
gifts for every single one of life 's special occasions! 

And new: .. a. great seJecljon ct ret.all g!ft81 

lt!J!i;;~ t>.tellm!l15 - • (}--r 
364alm81n!et,IIOUthdarlmoulb 

eoa.eea.aeso www.rou •. b11 

From Page 20 

their lives are changed forever. 
When I was outside playing bas

ketball and football, Nathan was 
crying through hours of speech 
and occupational therapy that 
would help him have a greater 
chance of success at life. The hours 
and hours of intensive therapies 
have paid off. Nathan is a math 
whiz and knows every inch of the 
U.S. atlas, down to the placement 
of the street signs. 

Autism Speaks is the only 
national nonprofit organization 
fully dedicated to raising aware
ness and ultimately finding a cure 
for th.is developmental disability. 
When Autism Speaks held a fund
raising walk on Sunday, Sept. 18, 
I knew I'd found my bar mitzvah 
project. 

After I decided that I would 
raise money for Autism Speaks, 
I realized that it would be more 
complicated than simply putting 
food drive boxes throughout our 
Jewish community. This was a 
huge undertaking that involved 
months of planning, hours of cleri
cal work, fundraising and convinc
ing major companies, including 
one of our sponsors, MetLife, to 
support Nathan's Team. 

It was overwhelming to th.ink 
that I, as a 12-year-old, could 
pull off so much, but I was able to 
accomplish what I had set out to 
do: Raise awareness and money 
for Autism Speaks. My voice was 
loud and clear, and my friends and 
family wanted to help me make a 
difference. 

It's not too soon to reserve 
your space at the Temple Sinai 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Expo! 
This annual Expo is the perfect place to see new 
ideas in event planning and meet with caterers, 
banquet hall representatives and more! . 

Booths reserved by October 6th receive 1 0% off 
of their ad in the October 14th Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
issue ofThe Jewish Voice & Herald. 

Sign up now and Save! 
The Jewish Voice & Herald is a proud sponsor of the 

annual Temple Sinai Bar/Bat Mitzvah Expo. 

David Hammerstrom, a family 
friend who works at MetLife, 
agreed to produce t-shirts that 
all members of the team would 
wear on the walk day. I put great 
thought into the t-shirt's design, 
which includes a Star of David and 
the symbol of the autism puzzle 
piece. The puzzle piece is part of 

the Star of David coming together, 
so it represents hope, unity and 
strength. I have learned that 
people who are different should be 
accepted for who they are. 

Rabbi Joel Seltzer, my teacher 
and real inspiration, deemed my 
project worthy enough to cancel 
religious school and have my 7th 
grade class come to the South
ern New England Autism Speaks 
Walk on Sept. 18 at Colt State 
Park in Bristol. 

My hard work paid off. I am 
proud that I raised more than 
$5,000 and that more than 40 

people joined me in Bristol to walk. 
Our team, with more walkers than 
any other team, was chosen to go 
on stage and count down to the 
walk's start. 

I am truly grateful to my family, 
teachers, friends and my commu
nity for their support. 

Jacob Katzman, a graduate of the 

Jewish Community Day School, will 
become a bar mitzvah at Temple 
Emanu-EI in March 2012. 1he 
son of Gary and Nicole Katzman of 
L incoln, Jacob is a 7th grader at the 
Wheeler School. 

For more i'nformation about 
Nathan's Team, contact Nicole 
Katzman at nickykatlinc@aol.com or 
visit Nathan's Team on Facebook. 
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Creating a new family tradition 
Secular Jew finds 
spiritual meaning 

in bat mitzvah 

BY NOA PRAWER 

Special to Ihe Voice & Herald 

I COME FROM a secular 
family. We do not keep 
kosher, we don't do kiddush 
on Friday night. So when 

I tell people that I became a bat 
mitzvah, their first question is 
"Why?" 

Good question! To be honest, 
until I was asked to write this 
article, I hadn't really given it 
much thought. 

I imagine that one of the main 
reasons that led me to become a 
bat mitzvah was hearing some 
people in Israel tell me that I 
couldn't. In Israel, unlike in the 
U.S., b'not mitzvah aren't very 
popular. For many people, a bat 
mitzvah is considered "lo nkubal," 
not customary. 

I must pause the story here to 
explain why I am named Noa. The 
Bible explains that Noa was one 
of Zelophehad's daughters. H e 

didn't have any sons; according to 
ancient Jewish laws, women were 
not allowed to inherit. So, Zelo
phehad's property would transfer 
to his brother when Zelophehad 
died. 

His daughters, including Noa, 
objected, fought for their rights 
and won! With a name like mine, 
and after seeing my older brother 
become a bar mitzvah, I wasn't 
going to take no for an answer. 
Another reason was the sense of 
tradition . 

I have always been drawn to 
Judaism's hidden ways. And, here 
in Providence, my sense of tradi
tion is growing. On Erev Rosh 
Hashanah, I walked on the side
walk next to Hope Street in Prov
idence, where cars were rushing 
by, shops were all open and people 
were going about their busy, fast
paced lives. I wondered, "Where 
is the holiday atmosphere? Where 
is Rosh Hashanah?" In Israel, 
you can't go a mile without being 
asked to say a blessing or hearing 
the sound of the shofar blast. 

How can American Jews 
maintain a sense of tradition 
when all around them the routine 
surrounds them? I found the 

NOAPRAWER 

answer: in the synagogue. In the 
synagogue, the Jewish people 
are maintained. I saw people 
decked out and making an effort 
to attend, separating the holy 
from the mundane. They bless the 
New Year that is waiting at the 
threshold. In Israel, the New Year 
enters, sometimes even without 
an invitation; here, American 
Jews have to entice it to enter. I 
see the sense of Jewish tradition 

that is important to adults and 
their children. 

So, to return to my story of 
my own bat mitzvah; even at age 

12, I understood what today I 
call tradition. I remember being 
enchanted by the tune of the 
teacher who knew every trope. I 
also participated in classes with 
other students, where I found a 
community of support among 
them, their parents and the con
gregants of the synagogue. We 
talked a lot about Judaism, its role 
in our lives and its connection to 
Israel. I found myself falling in 
love. 

I wondered how Jewish children 
passed from childhood to adult 
at ages 12 or 13? Kids don't pay 
taxes, don't work in high-tech 
companies and most don't even 
drink coffee. Yet, our Jewish 
tradition tells us that at the age 
of bar mitzvah, a man becomes 
responsible for his actions. I found 

SYNAGOGUE, Page 27 

DIFFERENT venues guarantee choices in celebrations 
From Page 21 

The facility includes 127 acres 
of waterfront, pastures, forests 
and walking trails, and is owned 
and operated by the Mount Hope 
Trust in Bristol, a nonprofit orga
nization. 

For overnight guests, the facil
ity's 11 rooms can accommodate 
up to 25 guests; the site is not far 
from other guesthouses and a 
hotel, according to the Web site. 
Catering is available, as is wireless 
Internet access in the Governor 
Bradford Inn and in North Pas
ture. 

AR£ THERE NEW PARTY TRENDS 

AT MOUNT HOPE FARM? 
"In the past couple of years, I 

have seen a number of bar or bat 
mitzvah [celebrations] become 
less formal than previously," said 
Smith. "The focus is still on the 
joy of the celebration of course, but 
folks seem to enjoy weaving into 
their events some of the traditions 
of our sustainable farming initia
tive here at Mount Hope Farm." 

Smith noted, for example, that 
produce from Mount Hope Farm 
is often used in the menu, and chil
dren are encouraged to roam the 
grounds at will. There, they can 
visit heritage livestock and wander 
through the gardens and the year
round greenhouse. 

Party favors at events during 
planting and harvest times some
times include seed packets - with 
bar or bat mitzvah child's name 
and photo on the packet - or seed
ling flats to plant at home, said 
Smith. Since 2005, Mount Hope 
Farm has donated a percentage of 
its crop yield to food pantries. 

Smith remembers that one bar 

/Kristen Creighton 

A BAR MITZVAH BOY celebrates at Mount Hope Farm. 

mitzvah celebration included an 
opportunity, along with games 
on the lawn, for the kids to har
vest some autumn produce, wruch 
was then donated to an area food 
pantry. 

"While the focus is on the 
joy of the rite of passage, there 
seems to be an increasing interest 
on engagement with Earth and 
humanity," he said, "and on having 
those interests reflected in the 
joyful day." 

For more information about the 
Providence Biltmore, contact Elise 
Shatraw, 455-3021, eshatraw@ 
providencebiltmore.com or 
www.providencebiltmore.com. 

For more information about M ount 
Hope Farm, contact j ohn Paul Smith, 
254-1745, ext. 103,jpsmith@moun
thopefarm.com or visit www.moun
thopefarm.com. 

This is one of a series of occasional 
articles about businesses in greater 
Rhode Island, some of which adver
tise with the paper. 

wwwJvhri.org 
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Tzedakah: One basket at a time 

Bar mitzvah boy 
finds meaning in 

Scouts, helping others 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

SANDI BRENNER'S 
dilemma, albeit small, cre
ated a "win-win" situation 
for her son Erik and dozens 

of individuals - and a few pets - in 
need. No theme - neither music nor 
sports, neither theater nor camping 
- appealed, yet Sandi wanted some
thing festive for the bimah and the 
post-bar mitzvah ceremony party. 

Thanks to some Internet research 
and a son eager to participate, they 
created a theme that will likely be 
meaningful to the guests (regard
less of their interest or lack thereof 
in music, sports, etc.) at Erik's Oct. 
22 bar mitzvah at Congregation 
B'nai Israel in Woonsocket. /Sandi Brenner 

'ihe son of Sandi and Jere my 
Brenner, Erik has identified local 
charities to which he will donate a 
basket or two of goods. Surprisingly, 
Greenville Library in Smith.field, 
their hometown, needed board 
games, video games and Legos 
more than books. As Erik has been 
going to that library most of his 
life, it was a "no brainer" for him 
to donate goods there. The library 
basket will include some gently 
used books, donated by people who 
had heard about Erik's project. 
Some local businesses helped, too, 
said Sandi. Some stores - CVS, 
Christmas Tree Shops, Learn All 
About It and Michaels - gave dis
counts; others - Benny's (corporate 
headquarters) and Stop & Shop in 
Smith.field - donated gift cards; 
and the dental office of Drs. Wade 
& Saccoccio in Warwick donated 
toothpaste and floss . 

ERIK BRENNER is surrounded by toys and supplies that he will donate to nonprofit organizations 
in Rhode Island as part of his mitzvah project for his bar mitzvah. 

Although Erik's parents paid for 
items that will go in the baskets, 
Sandi is impressed with Erik's care 
and thoughtfulness. "The Tomor
row Fund wanted things that the 
kids can do while they are sitting 
in bed or having treatments," said 
Sandi. "Watching how Erik picks 
things out is impressive. He's put
ting a lot of thought into it." 

While some items have yet to 
be purchased, many toys, games 
or supplies will likely include some 
element of royal blue or neon green, 
Erik's "signature colors." 

In addition to the Tomorrow 
Fund and Crossroads of Rhode 
Island, which requested picture 
frames, toothbrushes and tooth
paste, the Women's Center of 
Rhode Island, the Louis and 
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Goldie Chester Full Plate Kosher 
Food Pantry, Providence Animal 
Rescue League will also receive 
baskets. 

Their living room, joked both 
Erik and Sandi, looked like "a tor
nado blew thsough it," filled as it is 
with supplies and baskets. 

An eighth grade student at Vin
cent J. Gallagher Middle School in 
Smith.field, Erik is deeply involved 
in Boy Scouts of America. Now a 
patrol leader, he is working toward 
earning Eagle Scout status. When 
asked how Boy Scouts and Jewish 
values overlapped, if at all, he said, 
"A Boy Scout is reverent, so that 
goes along with being Jewish. And 
part of my bar mitzvah is earn
ing my Ner Tamid [eternal light] 
emblem for Boy Scouts." 

Erik will be presented with the 
emblem from Cantor Jeffrey Corn
blatt at a future Shabbat service, 
said Sandi. 

Even before his bar mitzvah 
preparations and independent of 
his Boy Scout obligations, engaging 
in mitzvot is not new for Erik or his 
family. His father is president of the 
synagogue and is active in Scout
ing; his mother is also active at the 
synagogue, and has volunteered 
for a number of organizations in 
Smith.field. 

"It [doing tzedakah] is not my 
first time," said Erik. "I've been col
lecting money for UNICEF and 
Hasbro Children's Hospital at Hal
loween for years. Every year in Cub 
Scouts and now in Boy Scouts, we 
have a food drive and package it up 
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for people who need it." 
Every year, the Brenners partici

pate in the "Gingerbread Express," 
a program run by the Rhode Island 
chapter of the National Educa
tion Association, said Sandi, who 
teaches at Bryant University. After 
they receive an anonymous child's 
"wish list," the Brenners purchase 
holiday gifts for that child. "Some
times clothing might be the only 
present these kids get," said Sandi, 
"but Erik and Alex [Erik's younger 
brother] pick out clothing and gifts 
and fun things that a boy would 
like." The Brenners choose a boy 
around the age of their sons, so that 
they can choose appropriate items. 

Erik credits his parents' example, 
the Boy Scout law and oath and a 
desire to help with his motivation 
to do tzedakah. Organizations have 
supplied Erik with materials that 
will be available for his guests to 
see. Asked about the value of those 
written materials, he said that he 
hopes guests might make a dona
tion. 

Optimism and a positive attitude 
must be part of the Brenner DNA: 
While others may have bemoaned 
their loss of power during tropical 
storm Irene, Sandi called it a "gift 
from God. We had a nice time, the 
kids rode their bikes, they played 
games together." 

Busy with schoolwork and 
Scouts, Erik still finds time to 
do his chores: Mowing the lawn, 
taking out the trash, unloading the 
dishwasher, setting and clearing 
the dinner table, making his bed, 
raking leaves in the fall and shovel
ing snow in the winter. "We keep 
them busy," said Sandi. 

Eager to buy an X-Box, Erik said 
that his bar mitzvah money is going 
into his college fund, although his 
"parents say that they will let me 
keep a little bit of it!" 
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ISRAELI QUADRUPLETS and their father 

Fountain pen, times four 
Celebrating writ 

large in ] erusalem 
JERUSALEM OTA) - A set of 
Israeli quadruplets, Benzi, Yosef, 
Shlomo and Yishai Mizrachi, 
became b'nei mitzvah in Jerusa
lem. They celebrated their shared 
simcha last month with a service 
at the Western Wall and a huge 
party at a hall in Jerusalem. 

About 500 guests attended the 
party, according to reports. The 

boys attend different schools, 
and each could invite 30 class
mates and teachers to the bash, 
at which they performed reli
gious songs together. 

The brothers have seven 
other siblings, including a set of 
twins. Their mother reported in 
media accounts that she did not 
undergo any fertility treatments 
in order to conceive the boys. 

Each boy received a set of four 
species for Sukkot in honor of 
their quadrupleness. 

SYNAGOGUE is a lighthouse 
From Page 25 

that the Midrash mentions 13 as a 
turning point in a man's life. At 
13, Abraham denied his father's 
idols and at 13, Jacob and Esau 
parted ways. I asked myself, "Do 
I agree with the text?" It's hard, in 
retrospect, to determine when you 
have become an adult. It's hard 
to point to one day when your 
life changes. That's why I can't 
know if it happened for me at age 
12. But the idea to become a bat 
mitzvah was mine. It wasn't my 
parents' idea, and not an idea that 
was common in our community. 
There is some truth to the idea 
that a man becomes responsible 
for his actions at that age. 

On my big day, I put on the 
purple dress that I had chosen. 
When I look back at it, I am hor
rified, but remember, it was the 
1990s! I remember that my big
gest fear was that I would drop 
the Torah. What a tremendous 
weight to put on the shoulders of a 
12-year-old girl. But thank God, 
everything went well; I even sur-

vived the candy being thrown. 
I grew to become the woman 

I am today. But when I pass by 
my synagogue, I sneak a look to 
remember where my complicated 
relationship with Judaism began. 
I believe that everyone gets to his 
or her Judaism in a different way: 
Some take the written path, some 
feel their way in the dark. For me, 
the synagogue was the lighthouse, 
the gate into the magical world. 

This experience had a big 
impact on shaping my identity. 
Some things I was aware of then, 
and some I am still discovering 
now. But the most meaningful 
achievement of my becoming a bat 
mitzvah was that my little sister 
decided to follow my path. She 
became a bat mitzvah, too. 

The tradition stays in the family! 

Noa Prawer, 25, is the greater 
Rhode Island Jewish community 
sh'liah, emissary, this year. Contact 
her at nprawer@shalomri.org. 

I support The Voice & Herald ... do you? 

I Although I ren,rncd to Israel in 2009, my one-year 
sabbatical stay in Providence was one of the ltighlights of my 
life - chief of which was the extremely warm and welcoming 
Jewish community in your wonderful town. My column in 
The Jewish Voice & Herald - the informational "glue" that 
keeps your community together and a great reflection of its 
multi-faceted clements - is but a small "repaymcntlt for that 
wonderful hospitality. Supporting The Voice & Herald, each 
person in hi-. or her way, is definitely a worthy endeavor. 

- Sam Lehman-Wilzig 

Sukkot's lulav and etrog are rich 
with meaning and symbolism 

FIRST DAY OF SUKKOT 

OcT.13 

Torah portion: 
L eviticus 22:26 - 23:44 

SHABBAT HoL HA-Mo'w, 
OCT.15 

Torah portion: 
Exodus 33:12-34:26 

BY RABBI P ETER W. STEI 

Special to Ihe Voice & Herald THIS SHABBAT IS the 
last of the Holy Day 
season. After this Shab
bat, we will resume the 

regular cycle of Torah reading, 
beginning with the first chapters 
of Genesis. 

On the first day of Sukkot, we 
read from chapter 23 in Leviticus, 
which spells out the Holy Day 
observances. On this intermedi
ate Sabbath of the festival, we read 
from Exodus 33 and 34, which 
describe God's nature as "compas
sionate and gracious, slow to anger, 
abounding in kindness and faith
fulness ... " 

The commandment to observe 
Sukkot tells us: "On the fifteenth 
day of this seventh month there 
shall be the Feast of Booths to the 
LORD seven days." (Lev. 23:34) 
The final verses of this chapter 
give us the basis for the festival 
of Sukkot .. . we are to dwell in 
sukkahs, booths, for the week of 
the festival. We take up the arba 
minim, the four species: palm, 

willow and myrtle branches along 
with the citron fruit. We build our 
sukkah to stand during the week 
of the holiday, but it is meant to be 
temporary and fragile. 

For contemporary Jews who 
live mainly in urban and suburban 
environments, this holiday allows 
us to focus our attention on nature. 
Sukkot is a harvest festival, and we 
enjoy the pumpkins, gourds and 
apples that are the fruits of our 
New England autumn harvest. 
When we eat and sleep in our 
sukkot, we can feel the chill of the 
air on these October nights. 

A well-known midrashic 
teaching about the 
lulav and etrog tells 
us they are not 
just products of 
nature, but also 
reminders of 
different human 
qualities that 
allow us to sur
vive and thrive. The 
palm branch bends; 
it is strong and flexible, meant to 
withstand stress. So too with our 
human spines: The spine is strong 
enough to hold us upright, but 
allows us to bend and move. 

Myrtle and willow leaves are 
shaped like our eyes and lips, 
to remind us always to seek out 
opportunities to do good, and 
always to mind our words and 
speak with lovingkindness. Last 
but not least, the ancient teaching 

tells us that the etrog fruit is shaped 
like the heart - a reminder to act 
with love and do what we can to 
build and sustain the ties that bind 
us together. May this holiday be a 
time of unity and blessing for all. 

In addition to the different spe-
cies and the sukkot t h a t 
we build, there is 
another element 

season 
our rejoicing." 

command
ing an emotion is a chal

lenge, this name for Sukkot 
embodies an important idea. As 

the season changes, the air grows 
cold and the days grow shorter; 
leaves fall and darkness increases. 
However, we have an amazing 
capacity to find joy and blessing in 
every season and every day. May 
we rejoice on this festival and may 
we focus our attention on all the 
good that surrounds us during the 
coming months. 

Rabbi Peter Stein is the rabbi at 
Temple Sinai in Cranston and the 
president of the Rhode Island Board 
of Rabbis. Contact him at Stein@ 
TempleSinaiRI.org. 

he Mama Doni Band 
Sunday, October 16, at 3:00pm 
JCC at the Alliance Social Hall 

· 401 Elmgrove Avenue, Providence 

"A zany musical chicken soup of reggae, 
rock, disco, Latin, k/ezmer and other style&" 

- The Boston Globe 
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ATTORNEY 

Howard L. Feldman, Esq. 
Law Office of Stephen J. Dennis 

127 Dorrance Street, 3rd Fl., Suite 7 A 

====i~ Providence, RI 02903 

' P: (401) 453-1355 F: (401) 453-6670 

ANTIQCES 

STU ALTMAN 
AUCTIONEER 

401-331-SOLD (7653) 

CONSIGN 

OR 
ANTIQUE 
ACQUISITIONS, LLC 

ANTIQUE AND COLLECTIBLE 
AUCTIONS A 

ITEMS 

• LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED 

ARCHITECT 

George 5. Burman, Architect 
- ·'" r . 

66 Highland Road 
Bristol, Rhode Island 02809 
Tel 401145,9195 
www.burmanarchitects.com 
burmanarchitects@fullchannel.net 

Anm10BILE SER\KES 

R,1. Inspe ction Station 
Full Se rvice Auto Repair 

L.--.. . . ,. 

D'Ambra's §entice §tatian 

Bab D'Ambra ~ 
/ilne2 19411 u:,~ 

761 Hope St. 
Pr ovide nce, RI 02906 

Pho ne 4 01-62 1-2348 
Fa x: 4 01-8 31-6652 

BARIBAR MITZVAHIPHOTOGRAPHY 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Photography 

www.osmundsonphotography.com 

BAR/BAR MITZVAHIWEDDINGS 

WHISPERING 
PINES 

CONFERENCE 
CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 

W. Alton Jones Campus 
West Greenwich, RI 

(401) 397-3361 ext.6056 
www.uri.edu/ajdwpines 

The natural beauty of Whispering Pines provides an intimate 
setting for a ceremony and reception for as many as 180 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 
• GOLD COINS WE BUY & SELL RARHOINS, ~------: ~::~~~s BULLION & GOLD JEWELRY NOW AVAILABLE 
• STAMPS Eagle Silver Dollars, 
·GOLDJEWELRY&WATCHES BEST GoldCoin,&Estate 
• ANTIQUES, STERLING SILVER lewffy and Silver, 
•COINS&BARS PRICES ProofSets,Coin& 
• US AND FOREIGN StampAIJums 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

PINIII IIN IICIIIGt INl 
769 Hope St.,Providence 

Ser~ng banks, attorneys, estates 
and the public for ov,r 40 years, 

SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC 8041 401-861-1640 

CmtPUER REP.\IR & SER\ 1cE 

- ~~;o~~-~~t~~i~~~!~~E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

On-Site Service • Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

SOH/CWALL~ ~ 

1Q Larry B. Parness 
MBA 

Thinking outside the box 

Full service accounting firm providing 
business/individual 

consulting 
Tax Preparation 

401 454-0900 • parness l , 1x netcom com 
128 Dorrance St • Su ite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

You ve known me for your taxes 
Now see me for the res t of your financia l story 

HOl\1E hIPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Fall River, HA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, HA 
1-508-843-1300 

Tel : 828-5908 
or 

738-7835 

JADE 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1119 

ML#A1538 
Licensed & Insured 

CTRIC 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

291 Knight Street 
Warwick, Rhode Island 02886 

401-640-1451 

--c:a-. 
Joe DeFranco 24 Hour Service 

Have you met Tom Lopatosky? 
Find out what makes him different! 

Call for a FREE estimate! 
866.86.LOPCO (56726) or 401 .270.2664 

or text LOPCO to 90210 

LopcoContracting.com 
RI REG #1tll1 • MA HIC #1 45887 

FOR ALL YOUR ADVERTISING NEEDS CONTACT: 

TRICIA STEARLY: 401-421-4111, ext. 160 · tstearly@shalomri.org 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG - FRIEND US ON FACEBOOK 
wwwjvhri.org 



BUSINESS Jewish Voice ~Herald October 14, 2011 PAGE 29 

Financial Bind? Let us 
Help 

CLASSIFIEDS 
C.N.A. 

\Ne a1e t\,e 

CONDO FOR 
SALE 

Condo for sale: All the amenities 
of a cruise ship! 

AVAILABLE 
C.N.A., Honest, mature 

South Prov. Hebrew Free Loan Assoc. 
Organized March 5th 1905 

(Non-profit and NOT AFFILIATED with any other free loan group) 
We have served thousands of our Jewish Brethren living in R.I. 

over the past 104 years with INTEREST FREE LOANS 

Newly renovated 1bedroom, apt 
#329 at Laurelmead. Waterview! 
Co-op retirement living, 830 
square feet , indoor parking near 
elevator. $235,000. Call Diane 
273-9550, ext 142. 

10,000 
MASSAGES 

C.N.A. Looking for private 
duty position, open schedule, 
overnights okay. Available for 
doctors' appointments, 
errands, light meals & 
housekeeping. Impeccable 
references. Call Jean Martin, 
home 270-1084, cell 649-9297. 

V&H SEEKS 
INDEPENDENT 

SALES 
CONTRACTOR 

INTEREST FREE ~~ ss,ooo.00 Since 1993. "Best of Boston" 
massage therapist offering 
blend of Deep Tissue, Swedish, 
Biodynamics, Reiki to relieve 
and rehab chronic pain, new 
conditions and just plain relax. 
For appointment, call Cathryn 
Moskow, 808-0837 at 145 
Waterman St., Prov. In-home 
avail. , as needed. 

Name: 
Address: 

We're available to help you 'BREAK THE FINANCIAL BIND' 
Call us at 781-1949 and we will gladly provide 

all the answers to your questions 

WE PRIDE OURSELVES with PROMPT LOAN APPROVALS 

and STRICT CONFIDENTIALITY 
Must be a member to qualify CLIP AIJD MAIL 

"I WANTTO JOIN YOUR ASSOCIATION" 
Please make checks payable to: 

South Prov. Hebrew Free Loan Assoc. 

BULLDOGS 
- FREE TO 
OWNERS 

Do people tell you that you 
could sell " ice to Eskimos"? 

If so, we want to hear from 
you. The Jewish Voice & Herald 
is seeking a second salesperson 
on an independent commission 
only basis (very generous 
commission rate) to sell into 
certain specific business areas. 

Please check one: 
$5.00 year □ 
S50.00 Lifetime □ 

Calart Bldg. 
400 Reservoir Ave. Suite LLA 

Providence, RI 02907 

Male and female bulldogs up for 
adoption, to be given away at 
no cost. If interested, contact: 
pault4040@gmail.com. 

The successful candidate 
need not be Jewish; experience 
in print media ad sales is 
strongly recommended. Serious 
candidates only. 

Contact Nancy Kirsch at 
nkirsch@shalomri.org or 421-
4111 , ext. 168. 

The JEWISH VOICE & llERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

GENERAL SERVICES 
It's a Mitzvah to 

RENT•A•MENSCH 
Spcclallzlns In Service for Seniors 
to keep yoy saft and secure In your home. 

•Property Maintenance and Management 
•Safety Inspections and Upgrades to: 

•minimize fall risks 
•maximize convenience, efficiency 

and safety 

W,:ync RoHnbcrg 

Tele 401 -273-4642 • Mobile, 617-633-6062 
www.rentamensch.us ~- Reg. #29694 

hsrRA\CE 

Brier & Brier 
Personal Service .. . Insurance Professionals 

245 Waterman Street, #SOS I Providence, RI 02906 
401-751-2990 I Jbrier@brier-brier.com 

www.brier-brier.com 

SALON SERYICES 

First time customers 
Receive a 20% discount 

with this ad. 

Not to be combined wfth other promolions 
- - - • "7'""< ---c, 

888 Smith Street, Providence• 401-331-4888 

0PTIC .\L SHOP 

Spino's Eyeglass Gallery 
LUCIEN M. SPINO, Registered Optician 

145 Wayland Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone: 831-7353 

Hours: Mon • Fri : 9-6, Sat: 9-2 
Email: Spinos.eyegless.gallery@gmoil.com 

Praacriptlona filled ... Designer eyewear , .. Sungla11e1 

Established In 1979 

wwwjvhri.org 

PAVING 

.,_\\\1 \111/ 

~~ Bob Knych 

qem f.Javin_J anl Sea( Coafin_J 

Bus. (401 ) 725-6705 
(401)475-1010 

Pawtucket, RI 02860 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 

Lie# 20547 

Bene, Than a Billboard 
FOR LESS 1HAN S2B PER ISSUE. 

YM BUSINESS CARD CAN BE IEREI 

1he JEWISH Vo1CE &: HFRAm 
Call or e-mail today! 

• Tricia Stearly • 401-421-4111, 
ext 160 •tstearly@shalomri.org 



PAGE 30 Jewish Voice <\_Herald October 14, 2011 

SCIENCE AND SOCIETY 

An unexpected love story 
Chance encounter 
leads to creation of 
hospice movement 

OUR LIVES ARE 
nurtured by parables 
and proverbs that 
give us direction and 

moral counsel. One such myth is 
the tale, "For want of a horseshoe, 
a battle was lost ... " And because 

of that lost battle, 
a mighty kingdom 
fell. Thus we learn 
that little events, 
inconsequential in 
themselves, may 
lead ultimately to 
major catastro
phes. 

Dr. Stanley Historians who 
Aronson seek our cultural 
----- heritage in reality 
rather than in mythology claim 
that the defeat and assassination of 
King Richard III on Aug. 22, 1485 
at the Battle of Bosworth Field, 
formed the basis of the saying ("A 
horse, a horse, my kingdom for a 

horse"). But the saying had actu
ally been recorded long before, in 
Norman France; and centuries 
later, Benjamin Franklin included 
"For want of a nail .. ." in his "Poor 
Richard's Almanack." 

The subtext of all of the many 
iterations of the story is this: Pay 
attention to small details and 
trivial incidents, for they may be 
precursors to terrible, even cata
clysmic, happenings. 

But does the converse sometimes 
happen? Can an incident so incon
sequential that it doesn't appear, 
even as a footnote, in history texts 
be instrumental in causing a major 
event of great and enduring benefit 
to mankind? 

In August 1945, a peacetime 
England emerged from six years 
of unceasing warfare, aerial bom
bardment and a continuum of 
rationing, broken lives and count
less deaths. A 30-year-old almoner 
(the British term for a certified 
social worker), visiting the wards 
in her ministry for the terminally 
ill in St. Christopher's Hospital, 
London, encountered a 40-year
oldJewish refugee who had escaped 

from the Warsaw Ghetto some 
years before and made it to Eng
land in 1946, having lost his entire 
family in the Holocaust. David 
Tasma lived alone and worked as 
a waiter in the restaurants of East 
London until an inoperable colon 
cancer brought him to the charity 
wards of St. Christopher's. 

The almoner, Cicely Saunders, 

"lt was an 
improbable 

encounter between 
two unlikely 

collaborators." 

sat by T asma's bed and began their 
conversation with conventional 
inquiries. But the dialogue soon 
evolved into an earnest colloquy, 
no longer a banal conversation 
between a hospital staff member 
and a lonely cancer-ridden soul. 
What might an untutored Jewish 
refugee from Poland, terminally ill 

and barely capable of English con
versation, discuss with an Oxford 
University graduate - a woman of 
the Anglican persuasion trained at 
St. Mary's and St. Thomas' hos
pitals? There is no record of their 
conversations apart from brief 
excerpts in Saunders' diaries, so 
one can only speculate. Accord
ing to Saunders' cryptic notes, 
their discussions centered on the 
transient nature of life and the 
insensitivity displayed by many 
institutions caring for terminally 
ill people. 

These intense daily discussions 
ceased when Tasma died. Though 
their landscape was limited and 
the dimensions of their passion 
confined to the spiritual realm, the 
two fell in love with one another. 
Tasma, who left his life savings to 
Saunders, had declared his hope 
that their emotional conversations 
might provide "a window in your 
home." 

Saunders realized that those 
who are near death often speak the 
truth, and that one should heed 
their dying statements. She was 
rewarded with a clear mission in 

SENIORS 

life: Create an institution expressly 
geared to the idiosyncratic needs 
of the dying. She attended medi
cal school, became a physician, 
and devoted the next four decades 
to creating the institution now 
known as "hospice." At first it was 
just a single sanctuary in London. 
Today, there are more than 4,500 
hospices in the United States. 

Thus did a chance meeting 
between a terminally ill refu
gee and an English social worker 
mature into a brief but intense love 
and give rise to a global move
ment to bring pain control and 
compassionate understanding to 
those departing this life. It was 
an improbable encounter between 
two unlikely collaborators - one 
at the start of her notable career, 
the other at the end of his life -
held in a noisy municipal hospital 
ward, yet it brought about one of 
the great advances in the history of 
health care. 

Stanley M. Aronson, M.D., is 
dean of medicine emeritus at Brown 
University Medical School. Contact 
him at smamd@cox.net. 

Jewish chaplains' contributions are finally recognized 
An oversight 
now corrected 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Nearly 69 
yea rs after a World War II act of 
sacrifice, Jewish chaplains who 
died in service to our country are 
being recognized. 

That story of sacrifice and the 
failure to acknowledge Jewish 
chaplains' contributions, spurred 
the creation of a Jewish chaplains 
memorial plaque, which will be 
officially dedicated on Oct. 24 at 
Arlington National Cemetery. In 
the meantime, the plaque is on a 
"traveling tour," including stops at 
Providence City Hall and Provi
dence College's Slavin Center, 
which hosted an evening recep
tion on Monday, Oct. 3. 

The story - ancient history to 
some, yet perilously and poi
gnantly close to home for others 
- describes what happened on 
Feb. 3, 1943, when a German 
U-boat torpedoed "Dorchester," 
a ship transporting U.S. Army 
troops. Among the more than 
900 individuals aboard were four 
U.S. Army chaplains - two Prot
estant ministers, a Catholic priest 
and a rabbi. Those men, who gave 
up their life preservers, were last 
seen praying together at the ship's 
railing. Although some 230 men 
survived, the "Four Chaplains," as 
they were known, did not. 

Only three of the "Four Chap
lains" were memorialized at 
Arlington National Cemetery 
- Father John Washington, Rev-

/Nancy Kirsch 

KEN KRAETZER, left, and U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Adam Goldberg stand 
with the Jewish chaplains memorial plaque between them . 

erend Clark Poling and Reverend 
George Fox. 

Until this year, neither the 
name of Rabbi Alexander Goode 
(the Jewish member of the "Four 
Chaplains") nor the names of 13 
other Jewish chaplains who per
ished in military service were pre
served for history. 

As the funeral director of 
Sugarman-Sinai Memorial 

Chapel, Ira Fleisher has worked 
closely for many years with many 
rabbis; he has also served as a 
synagogue board president and 
counts among his friends some 
rabbis. In impromptu remarks 
before the reception began and 
later in his formal comments, 
Fleisher said that he has not 
experienced any relationship 
that can compare to that of the 

wwwjvhri.org 

relationship between a chaplain 
and a member of the military. 
"In my 35 years with rabbis, my 
interactions with them are dif
ferent. Nothing can compare to a 
chaplain's relationship to a service 
person," said Fleisher, who served 
in Korea during the Vietnam War 
and is actively involved with the 
Jewish War Veterans. Dignity 
Memorial, with which Sugar
man Sinai is affiliated, sponsored 
the 10-state tour, which will take 

"Those four men 
were last seen 

praying together at 
the ship's rai1ing." 

place over a five-week period. 
Why hold a Jewish-themed 

event at Providence College (PC), 
a Catholic university? 

Ironically, a "nice Catholic 
boy" - Ken Ksaetzer, a 1979 PC 
graduate - raised awareness in 
the Jewish community about the 
chaplains' lack of recognition. 

"Every veteran deserves to 
be properly recognized," said 
Ksaetzer, whose activities with 
the Sons of the American 
Legion brought him to Arling
ton National Cemetery where he 
was surprised to learn that Rabbi 
Goode's name was not memorial
ized. He brought the issue to the 
Jewish War Veterans of America 
and, in time, the project got 
underway. 

At the reception, Fleisher 
reminded the audience of some 30 

individuals that the Jewish War 
Veterans, established in 1869, is 
the oldest veterans organization 
in the country. 

In his formal comments, he 
said, "When I first saw the itin
erary for the tour it seemed a bit 
odd. In city after city, these pro
grams are taking place in Jewish 
community centers, temples and 
government facilities. Rhode 
Island is the only location with 
a program... at an educational 
institution." Having learned about 
Kraetzer and his journey, one that 
brought the group together for 
the dedication and that began at 
PC, Fleisher said, "There is no 
more appropriate place for us to 
be tonight than at PC ... [which] 
provides an excellent education 
[and] the type of environment 
that allows individuals like Ken 
ro flourish beyond their personal 
boundaries." 

As a gesture of appreciation, 
Fleisher presented Kraetzer with 
a framed photograph of the Jewish 
Chaplains Memorial Plaque. 

We must listen to and then 
learn from veterans' stories, said 
Ksaetzer. The plaque offers us 
a chance to immortalize Jewish 
chaplains - from Revolution
ary War time through today. 
He thanked the families of the 
deceased chaplains, Dignity 
Memorial, the Jewish War Veter
ans of America, the Jewish Com
munity Centers of America, the 
Je,vish \.Velfare Board and other 
entities involved in bringing the 
project - which took about four 
years, start to finish - to frui-

CHAPLAINS, Page 31 
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'Boy on a Dolphin' 
Musings from 

a movie maven 

I KNOW, it was never a big hit 
on the wide screen with the 
strong sound track. "Boy on a 
Dolphin" came to the movie 

theater, with what was reviewed as 
a miscast group of stars, both fresh 
and stale. Alan Ladd, the short 
has-been, with Sophia Loren, the 

stately beauty. 
And, in a cameo 
appearance, 
Clifton Webb 
plays a dishonest 
antique collector 
eager to get the 
sculpture. (For 
those who may 
not remember 
Webb, he por

------ trayed the main 
character in "Mr. Belvedere"; off
screen, he was a gay guy who lived 
with his mother with whom he 
hosted grand soirees.) 

The director, a Rumanian Dada-

ist of sorts, Jean Negulesco, had 
also directed "Humoresque," with 
Joan Crawford, a wealthy hostess 
falling for John Garfield, an arro
gant but broke violinist. 

Well, "Boy .. ." aired on Turner 
Movie Classics on a recent week
end, and I watched it yet again. 
This time I found new mean
ings hidden within, reminders of 
dilemmas that existed in our cul
ture at the very time when I was 
beginning my career at Rhode 
Island School of Design. 

The 1957 production, as you 
may recall, narrates the dis
covery of a sunken ship on a 
Greek island. Among the ship's 
treasures is a sculpture of a lad 
astride a dolphin - thus, the title! 
But an illiterate and innocent 
sponge diver finds the sculpture 
and is caught in her own bind. 
Should she announce her find to 
the nearest exploitive individual, 
the fancy Webb, who can pay her 
in such small luxuries as a silken 
scarf, a jar of caviar or money for 
her younger brother? Or should 

she listen to the wise counsel of 
Alan Ladd, the American profes
sor/archeologist, who tells her that 
it will bring renewed pride and 
legitimate prosperity to the Greeks 
in a poor post-war nation? 

The thing about "Boy .. ." is that 
the critics of the time claimed 
there was no rapport, no "chem
istry" between the famous per
formers. Ladd was a little guy, 
handsome as a small statue him
self when he was young. By the 
time he was in his 50s, he was a 
bit the worse for wear. He pre
ferred short fellow actors, I mean 
actresses, like June Allyson, who 
would not intimidate him. Could 
he handle the gorgeous goddess 
Sophia, who loomed over him? 
Here's my take on it, for what it may 
or may not be worth. I think the 
lack of the conventions of romantic 
attraction actually add to, rather 
than subtract from, the fascina
tion of the story! Only gradually 
does he fall for the charms and the 
natural elegance, of the simple girl 
who can sing and dance, resist and 

CHAPLAINS serve unique role in military 
From Page 30 

tion. He formally recognized Jeff 
Padwa, now Providence's city 
solicitor, for his contributions 
in getting the four members of 
Rhode Island's congressional 
delegation to push a joint resolu
tion through Congress, one of the 
last acts necessary to install the 
plaque. Although Padwa was not 

present, approximately a dozen 
members of the Jewish commu
nity did attend the brief reception. 

Jeffrey K. Savit, chief execu
tive officer and president of the 
Alliance, spoke, as well. "I wish 
my father could have lived to see 
this day," he said. "He never knew 
from combat, as he was stationed 
on a meteorology ship and played 
basketball for the United States 

/Nancy Kirsch 
IRA FLEISCHER, left, and Sanford Gorodetsky talk 

at the reception at Providence College 

South Pacific 
Navy team." 
Savit knew that 
his father, like 
him, would 
recognize the 
extraordinary 
sacrifices these 
14 Jewish 
chaplains and 
all who serve 
or have served 
in combat have 
made. "For 
too long, their 
names were 
mtssmg from 
Chaplains' 
Hill. Now 
they will be 
inscribed in our 
nation's collec
tive memory." 

Rabbi Peter 
on Monday, Oct. 3. Stein, presi-

Investing in the Library rather than a bank can yield 
better benefits for you while also allowing you 

to enrich the Lives of others for generations. 

To learn more about a charitable annuity, 
call 401.455.8003 or visit www.provlib.org. 

dent of the Rhode Island Board 
of Rabbis, offered a brief prayer 
of thanksgiving for the dedication 
and service of countless veterans 
and those in active duty. Rabbi 
Stein, ofTemple Sinai, beseeched 
God to bless us all with a spirit 
of peace and fellowship. "Bless 
those who have lost their lives in 
military service and all who serve 
today," he said. 

The Oct. 24 ceremony marks 
the dedication of the newly con
structed monument and the 
150th anniversary of service by 
rabbis in the U.S. Armed Forces. 
Representatives from the U.S. 
military, Congress, the Ameri
can Legion and Jewish organi
zations are scheduled to speak. 
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surrender, understand and ignore, 
all the ideals for which he stands 
and waits. 

It was fine stuff for the era. It's 
all about the beauty of the land-

"This was a script 
based on genuine 

issues." 

scapes of the world for whose lib
eration we had fought. It's all about 
the rewards and the spoils of that 
war. At the very least, this was 
a script based on genuine issues. 
To whom does art belong? 

In the final scene of"Boy ... ; the 
camera shows the sculpture raised 
to the sky - not shining in a sun
beam, but tarnished by time, the 
sculpture is simply a large black 
block with a grinning youth strad
dling a mammalian fish to the 
cheers of the people of Greece. 

And then, since this was after all 
a Hollywood release, Alan Ladd 
gets to kiss Sophia Loren on a 
beach. Now, notice, in your imagi
nation, that never, no, not ever, 
during the 90-minute flick, do we 
ever see them together face-to
face and figure-to-figure. He was 
just over 5 feet tall, and she stood 

straight and proud, not unlike 
Mickey Rooney with Ava Gardner. 
So there is pathos, intentionally as 
part of Negulesco's surreal design 
sense or unintentionally by default 
of Hollywood contracts. For me, 
the pathos works perfectly, aes
thetically and quite personally. I 
interpreted "Boy .. ." as an event in 
my evolution. 

I have to add a postscript: This is 
not an unusual experience for me; 
nearly every movie does the same 
trick. Each song, each encounter, 
each 24 hours of history, offers 
me this chance to perceive some 
sort of meaning. The dolphin, 
like Leviathan, symbolizes the 
journey within. As for the boy, he 
symbolizes the soul that sinks and 
rises and floats again, the self. The 
exploiters are like all of us, either 
abusing life's privileges or trying 
to achieve tikk.un olam, the endless 
repair job of what we inherit and 
cherish. 

Finally, I happen to be a great 
fan of Clifton Webb. He adds 
irony, humor, detachment, eccen
tricity and some crazed form of 
courage to the sentimental tyranny 
of the old studio world! 

M ike Fink is an English profes
sor at Rhode Island School of Design. 
Contact him at mjink.JJ@aol.com. 
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Lucille Chernack, 95 
ELSEWHERE - Lucille (Rad io) 
Chernack died Oct. 2 at W hitney 
Place, Natick, Mass. A native of 
Boston, was the wife of the late 
David Chernack. 

She was a school librarian at Park 
View Jr. High in Cranston for more 
than 20 years. Working her way 
through college, she earned a 8.5. 
in education in 1938 from Bridgewa
ter State Teachers College, Bridge
water, Mass. President of the RI 
School Librarians' Association, she 
was instrumental in the creation of 
the Graduate School of Library Sci
ence at URI. She earned her Master 
of Library Science from URI in 
1965 and was named distinguished 
alumna of the library school in 2006. 

She enjoyed classical music and 
travel. She participated for many 
years in the Brandeis University 
women's book review organization. 

She is survived by her son 
Kenneth Chernack of Natick, Mass.; 
her daughter Karen Tannenbaum of 
Greenville, S.C. ; five grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren. She 
was predeceased by her daughter 
Judith Smith of Pawtucket. 

Contributions may be made to 
the Foundation Fighting Blindness, 
www.blindness.org or the charity of 
your choice. 

Shirley R. Halsband, 89 
WARWICK - Shirley Halsband, of 
Tamarisk, 3 Shalom Dr., died Oct. 
1, at Philip Hulitar Inpatient Center. 
She was the wife of the late Sumner 
Halsband. Born in Providence, a 
daughter of the late Benjamin and 
Marsha (Bornstein) Rakatansky, she 
lived in East Greenwich most of her 
life. She was a member of Temple 
Beth-El and Hadassah. 

She was the mother of James M. 
Halsband and his wife Michelle of 
La Habra, Calif., and Susan Marshall 
and her husband William Swartz of 
Virginia Beach, Va. She was the sister 
of Ira Rakatansky of Providence and 
Charlotte Primack of Santa Cruz, 
Calif., and the late Eleanor O'Neill. 

Contributions may be made to 
Home & Hospice Care of RI. 

Rosella Kaufman, 80 
WARWICK - Rosella Kaufman, of 
Shalom Drive, died Oct. 5 at Sunny
view Nursing Home, Warwick. She 
was the wife of Burton Kaufman 
for 61 years. Born in Providence, a 
daughter of the late David and Sara 
(Brill) Langberg, she had lived in 
Warwick for eight years, previously 
living in Providence. 

She was the mother of Florence 
Brynes of Warwick, sister of the late 
Evelyn Siegal, and grandmother of 
Keith and Derek. She was the great
grandmother of Emily and Abigail, 
and the aunt of Francine Pearl. 

Contributions may be made to 
your favorite charity. 

Trudy Leiter, 85 
WARWICK - Trudy Leiter, of Tama
risk Assisted Living, 3 Sha lom Dr., 
died Oct. 5 at Riverview Health 
Community in Coventry. The mother 
of Steven Leiter of Manhattan, N.Y. 
and Gary Leiter of Warwick, she was 
born in Vienna, Austria. The daugh
ter of the late Leon and Laura W in
ninger, she had lived in Warwick, 
previously living in Hewlett, N.Y. 

She was the sister of the late Hilda 
Luckman and Malvene Treitman, and 
the "Oma" of Jessica and Shana. 

Contributions may be made to 
Tamarisk or Odyssey Health Care. 

Sadie Levine, 101 
PROVIDENCE - Sadie Levine, of 
St. Elizabeth Court, 109 Melrose St., 
died Sept. 30 in Philip Hulitar Inpa
tient Center. 

Born in Providence, a daughter of 
the late Jacob and Ann ( Charifson) 
Hazman, she had lived in Delray 
Beach, Fla. for 20 years, before 
moving back to Rhode Island. A 
former member of the Warwick 
Social Seniors and the Diamond 
Club in Delray Beach, she was a vol
unteer at Child 's Care in Warwick 
and Delray Community Hospital . 

She was the mother of Philip 
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Levine of Lake Oswego, Ore., and 
Edward Levine and Salena Silver, 
both of Lake Worth, Fla.; the grand
mother of six and the great-grand
mother of 11. She was the aunt of 
several nieces and nephews. 

Contributions may be made to 
Home & Hospice Care of RI. 

Martha Lillian Lury, 81 
WARWICK - Martha Lury lost her 
battle with cancer on Sept. 29, sur
rounded by her family at home. She 
was the wife of Nathan Lury for 
more than 61 years. 

A lifelong resident of Rhode 
Island, she was born in Providence 
to the late Pauline and Julius Gold. 
She was the mother of Gail Lury 
Johnston of Warwick and Steven M. 
Lury of Davie, Fla., the grandmother 
of Morgan Nicole Lury, and the sister 
of Harriet Traugott of Providence. 

She was a member of Temple 
Torat Yisrael and its Sisterhood. 

Donations may be made to Home 
& Hospice Care of RI or Temple Torat 
Yisrael. 

Louis Russian, 89 
CRANSTON - Louis Russian died 
Oct. 5. He was the husband of Ruth 
(Radetsky) Russian for 65 years. 
Born in Providence, he was the son 
of the late Israel and Sarah (Pab
lisky) Russian. He had lived in Crans
ton for 57 years. 

A Navy veteran of World War II, 
he had served during the invasion 

• 
of Normandy. He was a 
member of Temple Torat 
Yisrael and the Redwood 

Lodge Masons. He worked for the 
State of Rhode Island as a medical 
claims examiner and previously as 
owner of Armory Hardware and for 
the Rhode Island Hospital. 

He was the father of Renee Take
tomo and her husband Tosh, Sheila 
Russian and her husband Roger 
Marcus, and David Russian and his 
wife Maria Vicens. The brother of 
Anne Grossman and the late Myer, 
Samuel and William Russian and the 
late Mary Turek and Hazel Goldberg, 
he was the grandfather of Anastasia, 
Alexander and Katherine Taketomo, 
Karen and Eva Marcus, and Dylan 
and Adrian Russian. 

Contributions may be made to 
Temple Tora! Yisrael. 

OBITUARIES 
Neil B. Young, 61 

EAST PROVIDENCE - Neil Young, 
of Pawtucket Ave., died Oct. 3 
at Philip Hulitar Inpatient Center, 

. Providence. Born in Providence, a 
son of Miriam "Mimi" (Marks) Young 
of Providence and the late Manuel 
Young, he had lived in Pawtucket 
before moving to East Providence 
30 years ago. 

An early intervention and immuni
zation specialist for the Rhode Island 

Department of Health for 30 years 
before reti ring a few years ago, he 
was a graduate of the University of 
Rhode Island and earned a masters 
degree in public policy from New 
York University. He was an avid fan 
of the New York Yankees and Provi
dence College sports. 

Besides his mother, he leaves 
many cousins and close friends. 

Contributions may be made to the 
American Cancer Society. 

The Eulogizer: Al Davis, Dorothy 
Belack and Ralph Steinman 

BY ALAN D. ABBEY 

JERUSALEM OTA) - The 
Eulogizer highlights the life 
accomplishments of famous and 
not-so-famous Jews who have 
passed away recently. 

Al Davis, 82, 
maverick Raiders' owner 

Al Davis, whose nearly 50 years 
with the Oakland Ra iders as coach 
and later owner was marked by 
Super Bowls, lawsuits, feuds and 
a fierce devotion to his players and 
the game of football, died at home 
in Oakland, Calif., at 82 on Oct. 8, 
Yorn Kippur. 

Davis was called "a ren
egade," "maverick," "contro
versial and combative" and "a 
hard man - a genius contrarian" 
in articles following his death. 
The day after Davis died, his Raid
ers defeated the Houston Texans, 
25-20, and dedicated their victory 
to their longtime leade. 

Dorothy Belack, 85, known 
for 'Tootsie,' TV roles 

Dorothy Belack, a character 
actress whose stern demeanor 
earned her numerous roles as a 
judge, mayor, physician and other 
authority figures on TV and in 
movies, died Oct. 9 in New York at 
85. Her death came four months 
after that of her husband, noted 
Broadway producer Philip Rose. 

Belack's most notable recurring 
role in legal robes was as Judge 
Margaret Barry on several versions 
of the "Law & Order" series in the 

1990s, but she also appeared as 
a judge on "Family Ties," "Cosby" 
and "Lifestory: Families in Crisis." 
She portrayed Capt. Florence 
Baker, the lead character in the 
short-lived 1982 New York police 
drama "Baker's Dozen." 

One of her most-praised roles, 
"for the comic lightness with which 
she reinforced the film 's feminist 
themes," was as Rita Marshall, 
the "tough-minded TV producer" 
in the 1982 film "Tootsie" who 
unwittingly cast Dustin Hoffman, 
disguised in women's clothes, in a 
woman's role in a soap opera. 

Ralph St einman, 68, 
Nobel-winning biologist 

Ralph Steinman, whose research 
and discoveries in cell biology not 
only changed the field of immu
nology but also extended his own 
fight against pancreatic cancer, 
died Sept. 30, three days before 
he was awarded the Nobel Prize 
in medicine along with two other 
scientists. 

In the first incident of its type, 
the Nobel committee awarded 
Steinman the prize for his work in 
discovering dendritic cells begin
ning more than 30 years ago, not 
knowing he had just died. The 
organization's rules do not permit 
posthumous awards, but the com
mittee decided to let the award 
stand, as it said the prize was given 
in good faith. 

Write to the Eulogizer at eulo
gizer@jta.org. 
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LEADERLESS protests unite the disenfranchised 
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From Page 1 

the site where Israel's Declara
tion of Independence was signed 
in 1948. Zuccotti Park has been 
rechristened "Liberty Park" by the 
protesters and is just a few yards 
away from Ground Zero. 

Demonstrators are quick to 
explain that the movement, 
Occupy Wall Street, is leader
less. This same lack of leadership 
characterized the August protests 
in Tel Aviv. (Yes, Daphne Leef, 
a 25-year-old film editor, was 
credited with sparking the pro
tests when she pitched a tent in a 
Tel Aviv square to draw attention 
to the price of rent in Israel. But 
she remained a symbol more than 
a leader.) This lack of real leader
ship has, at least so far, resulted 
in a fuzzy ideology and a dearth 
of concrete demands from the 
Occupy Wall Street crowd. 

In the early hours of a Tuesday 
morning, to take one example, I 
watched as a 24-year-old protester 
named Chris from Brooklyn tried 
to explain the movement's goal to 
six of New York's finest: 

"The reason is bigger than you 
can possibly understand," Chris 
said. 

"So, explain to it to us," one of 
the cops responded. "I work this 
job because I have a pile of bills to 
pay. What's your side?" 

"It's not about the small scale," 
Chris said, unable to articulate 
a better reply. "You don't under
stand." 

"That's where the difference is -
between reality and your side," the 
cop said. "It's time to move along." 

This inarticulateness has pro
vided lots of fodder for blister
ing satire. ("Because if there's one 
thing New Yorkers never ignore," 
Stephen Colbert quipped on his 
show, "it's people sleeping in a 

park.") At the same time, this 
big tent has served Occupy Wall 
Street, which has drawn a broad 
yet disparate coalition, much in 
the way that the Tel Aviv protests 
did. Taking a lap through Zuccotti 
Park, you'll hear snippets of con
versations about the environment, 
gay rights, police brutality, the 
Iraq War, Afghanistan, tax cuts, 
foreign aid and more. 

But the single overarching 
theme of the protests has been 
corporate greed. It is this one-note 
song of economic inequality that 
has allowed a collection of stu
dents, the unemployed, activists, 
anarchists, immigrants and union 
members to form a coalition . They 
say they represent the 99 percent; 
the wealthiest 1 percent, they 
point out, controls 40 percent of 
the country's wealth. 

By avoiding divisive political 
issues such as settlements, the 
status of Jerusalem, the future 
of the West Bank, policy toward 
Iran and financial subsidies for 
the haredi Orthodox, and focusing 
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SUMMER PROTESTS IN ISRAEL 

on one issue - the untenable cost 
of living - ]14 was able to unite 
Jews, Muslims, Arabs, Chris
tians, Druze, gays, the religious, 
the secular, the left wing and the 
right wing in one common cause. 
In its final rally on Sept. 3, some 
400,000 people participated -
approximately 6 percent of the 
country's population. 

"We work for the richest retailer 
in the world," a man from upstate 
New York who works at Wal
Mart said in Zuccotti Park. "And 
yet their employees make [nearly 
nothing] ." 

He wore a hoodie, which par
tially covered a neck tattoo of the 
Hebrew letters aleph, bet, gimel, 
which he claimed was an acronym 
for "everybody's equal." On the 
other side of his neck were four 
Hebrew words that meant "God's 
earth, God's planet," bisected by a 
tree in the shape of a cross. 

got 

"There's a lot of love," an unem
ployed Occupy Wall Street pro
tester named Donna told me. 

On a Monday evening and in 
the early morning hours the next 
day, I saw what she was talking 
about. The sound of drums and 
guitars gave the space a carnival 
feeling. A quick tour of the plaza 
revealed a surprising abundance of 
provisions: anarchists with logisti
cal acumen! There was more food 
than could be eaten, and no one 
knew from where it had come: 
deli sandwiches, Pop Tarts, apples, 
bananas, coffee, and bottles and 
bottles of Poland Spring. There 
was talk of donating the excess 
food to homeless shelters. 

Countless supplies had arrived 
via UPS and from strangers drop
ping off supplies throughout the 
day. There were tarps to sleep 
under and aluminum and cloth 
blankets for campers. A compost 

station had been set up for leftover 
food. Two protesters sat rolling 
cigarettes from mounds of tobacco. 
I was offered a free umbrella. A 
similar camaraderie had pervaded 
the Tel Aviv protests this summer. 

In Zuccotti Park, a medical 
team roved the plaza giving out 
vitamins. A sanitation crew kept 
the square clean. Protesters used 
the bathroom in a nearby McDon
ald's. 

"They've been very nice to us," 
Anya, who came from Iowa for the 
protest, told me. "The workers are 
part of the 99 percent." At 1 a.m., 
a bounty of McDonald's cookies 
and coffee arrived. 

I met a guy named Max sipping 
McDonald's corporate coffee. 

"I work for the U.N. now, doing 
geospatial analysis," Max said. He 
was more than a little drunk, skep
tical of the movement, and may 
or may not have been telling the 
truth. "I was watching the Rus
sians today on the Internet. And 
they are following the protests 
closely." 

Max said he lived nearby and 
had just dropped by to check out 
the scene. 

"The protesters have ... no mis
sion," he told me. "It's like they are 
fighting a ghost." 

The same could be said of the 
Tel Aviv protests, which neverthe
less galvanized an apathetic Israeli 
generation into political engage
ment. 

Adam Chandler is a contribut
ing editor for Tablet Magazine. His 
work has appeared in Haaretz, the 
Jerusalem Post, The Hujftngton Post, 
and elsewhere. 

id stuff? 
The JCC at the Alliance is now accepting donations for our 
10th Annual Kidstuff Sale, taking place November 6th. 
We are looking for gently used children's items such as clothes, 
toys, books, games, furniture and more. 

You can donate NOW by bringing your items to the lobby at the JCC. 

Ready to donate? Have questions? 
Contact Mindy Stone at mindystone@gmail.com or 
Marisa Garber at garbergamm@cox.net. 

Tax receipts will be available. 
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Birth 
M . and MRS. RUSSELL TANNER of Sacramento, Calif. 

~y -~o_unce the July _7 birth of their son Benjamin Davis. 
enJamm s big brother Ari Nathan also welcomed him home. 

Benjamin is the grandson ofJoanie and Jeff Bookbinder of Warwick, 
Donna and Messias Matos of Voluntown, Conn., and Bruce Kay of Phil
adelphia, Pa. His great-grandparents are Essie and Alan Kay of Sunrise, 
Fla., and the late Barbara and Norman Levine of Providence. 

assignment 

HODGSON was pinned 
to the rank of chief petty 

cer in the United States 
Navy on Sept. 16. Stationed 
at the Naval War College in 
Newport, he lives with his 
wife Nara in Cranston. 

The son of Janice and Don 
Totten of Cranston, he is 

, also the grandson of Rita and 
Lyman "Jim" Williams of 
Providence and Gloria Wil-

.___. _____________ ....,_..J Iiams of Providence. 
JONATHAN HODGSON 

JIE SCHWARTZ, 
irector of program

ming and engage
ment at University of 
Rhode Island Hillel, has 
been named a participant 
in Hillel's Harrison Lead
ership and Professional 
International Develop-
ment (Harrison LAPID) _1,..:;. _____ ___:. _____ ___JLJ 
Initiative, a prestigious JOIE SCHWARTZ 

program that provides 
Hillel staff members with skills to further their professional development, 
so that they may engage and empower future student leaders. 

The objective of Harrison LAPID is to provide engagement, leader
ship, and professional skills for Hillel professionals and students, and to 
inspire them to create their own tudek, or social justice initiatives, provid
ing a Jewish context to develop their values, leadership potential and sense 
of peoplehood. 

Wedding OLIE GERBER, the son of Ephraim and Rivkie Gerber of Pawtucket, and Shifra Baronofsky, the 
aughter of Dr. Jerald and Devora Baronofsky of Brookline, Mass., were married on Aug. 21, at Temple 
manu-El in Newton, Mass. 

BETTY ADLER 

Recognition 
Y ADLER and Jodi went to work in the family business 

s were among 11 in 1957 and is still there today five 
en named as Women days a week. Involved in her local 

of Achievement Award Winners PTA, she is active in the Rhode 
for 2011 by the YWCA Northern Island Chapter ofHadassah. Adler 
Rhode Island. is also a longtime member of The 

Women of Achievement Awards Miriam Hospital Women's Asso
are recognized nationally and ciation. 
bring attention to the accomplish- JDI GLASS is an audiolo-
ments of women in industry, cul- st, consultant with Meeting 
ture, and public service in local treet, and community activist. 
communities. s is founder and active member 

The awards ceremony was held of many Rhode Island feminist 
on Tuesday, Sept. 27 at Kirk- organizations - Feminist Chorus, 
brae Country Club in Lincoln. Feminist Resources Unlimited, 
Elsbeth (Betty) Adler married THE THIRD WAVE, Raging 
Carl Adler, son of the founder of Grannies, UNISONG and Voices 
Adler's Hardware in 1948. She ofHope. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Promotion 

M.LANIE COON, 
resident of Provi

ence, has been pro
moted to senior vice president for 
communications and marketing 
at the Rhode Island Foundation. 
Coon, who has more than 30 
years of experience in nonprofit 
and corporate strategic planning, 
communications, and manage
ment, joined the Rhode Island 
Foundation in January 2007. 



WEARE READ 

A Visit to Italy 
('YAM MILLER, Pam Kaitin Miller, Leah Ehrenhaus-H ersh and Kenny H ersh, all U ~esidents of Providence, visited the pope's summer residence in Castel Gandolfo, Italy 

on Aug. 23. 

Nantucket Island 
N THE RICH FAMILY visited Nantucket this past summer, they took 

ir copy of The Jewish Voice & H erald with them. Standing in fro nt of the 
sconset Post Office on Nantucket, from left, are M axwell, Samantha, llan, 
verly, Cole and H arlan Rich. The family lives in Providence . 

... 
Cruising to celebrate 25 years of marriage 

E G ROUP WHICH gathered to celebrate the 25th anniversary of Rhonda 
Steven Labush, of W arwick, had not one but two copies of The Jewish Voice 

H erald . The family celebrated the Labushs' anniversary with a Royal Caribbean 
edom of the Seas cruise. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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To the world he is a soldier. 

To us, he is a friend, 
a brother, a son. 
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a student at Brown University, was 
unsure of her Jewish identity. She grew 
up celebrating her religion, but once on 
her own, Liz wasn't exactly sure how it fit 
into her life. Learning that Hillel was on 
campus, she decided to explore what it 
had to offer. Among the programs that 
Liz learned about was the Birthright 
Experience. She felt that this was a 
great way to reestablish her Jewish 
identity and applied to go. Since her 
trip, Liz has become an active member 
of Hillel at Brown and helps other 
students find their place within Judaism. 
In addition, Liz fell in love with the land of 
Israel, which led her to apply for, and 
get accepted to, a business internship in 
Tel Aviv for the summer. 

The Annual Community Campaign is 
driven by the powerful idea that when 
we all participate, we all succeed. 

Our Annual Community Campaign 
supports more than 300 programs and 
services that work, day in and day out, 
to sustain and enrich Jewish life and 
Jewish lives for this and future 
generations. 
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