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Jewish community 
unites against hunger 

Rhode Islanders 
participate in 

the Food Stamp 
Challenge 

B Y BRIAN s LLIVAN 

bsullivan@shalomri.org 

QCPA), invited Richman to par
ticipate in the challenge. "No" 
she said, though she promised 
to bring the challenge to Rhode 
Island on behalf of the Interfaith 
Coalition. 

During the week of Oct. 27 -
Nov. 3, Food Stamp Challenge 
participants agreed to spend no 
more than $31.50 per person -
the national average food stamp 
weekly allotment - on food. The 
Food Stamp Challenge allows 
individuals to experience the 
reality of hunger, educate others 
on the issue and raise awareness 
about the difficulties facing recip
ients of Supplemental Nutritional 
Assistance Program (SNAP, com
monly known as food stamps). 

/Shimberg family 

NAOMI, left, BETSY and DANIEL SHIM BERG on a recent trip to Israel with Temple Sinai. 

PROV1DENCE - "I can't do 
this," Maxine Richman said to 
herself when she first heard about 
the Food Stamp Challenge in 
June. Co-chair of the Rhode 
Island Interfaith Coalition to 
Fight Poverty with Faith {Inter
faith Coalition), Richman is also 
a member of the Alliance's Com
munity Relations Council (CRC). 
M onths later, Rabbi Steve Gu tow, 
chief executive officer of the 
Jewish Council for Public Affairs HUNGER, Page 27 

The JV&H introduces 
a new feature 

Readers, please comment! 

HERE'S THE question that 
we seek comments on to 

publish in the Nov. 25 issue: 

"Rhode Island's General 
Assembly is considering reduc
ing its pension commitments to 
state workers and retirees in 
order to prevent tax increases 
and cuts in government ser
vices. Given our tradition of 
protecting the elderly and the 
needy, while also building for 
the future, how should we, as 
Jews, respond to this crisis?" 

Comments to Nancy Kirsch 
at nkirsch@shalomri.org by 
Nov. 21; written comments to 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, 
RI 02906 must be received by 
Nov. 21. Include contact infor
mation and commentary from 
Jewish texts, as appropriate. 
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Israeli President Shimon Peres reveals thoughts on Iran 
A strike is more likely 

than a diplomatic 
solution 

B Y I SRAEL H AYOM 

j ointMedia News Service 

JERUSALEM - "A military strike 
on Iran is growing more likely 
than the diplomatic option," Presi
dent Shimon Peres said Friday, 
Nov. 4, adding that it seems that 
"Iran is getting closer to a nuclear 
bomb. It will probably happen 
within one year." 

In an exclusive interview with 
JointMedia ews Service, Peres 
said, "Iran is nearing atomic weap
ons and in the time left we must 
turn to the world's nations and 
demand [they) fulfill their prom
ise ... which is not merely passing 
sanctions. It must be understood 
that this problem is not just ours 
but the entire world's. Iran threat
ens not only Israel. What needs to 
be done must be done and there is 
a long list of options ." 

Media reports speculating 
about whether or not Israel had 
decided to strike were premature, 

Peres said. "I do not think a deci-
sion has been made, but there is a 
sense that Iran is well on its way to 
having nuclear arms." Peres said he 
believes the Iranian regime's days 
are numbered. "They are corrupt 
people who exploit their popula
tion, most of whom are poor. Their 
government continues to arm 
H ezbollah and in the end it will 
work against them. What mes
sage are they trying to send their 
people?" Peres told Israel Hayom 
on Friday. 

Any potential military strike, 
however, would be kept enti rely 

confidential, he said. "Telling the 
enemy our intentions is unaccept
able. We must maintain our opera
tional plans." 

Peres was speaking days before 
the U.N.'s nuclear watchdog is to 
release its much-anticipated latest 
report into Iran's nuclear program. 
The International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) has obtained its 
strongest confirmation yet that 
Iran is pursuing nuclear weapons 
at its Parchin military base, and is 
poised to release a report this week 

SUSPICIONS, Page 33 

Susan Adler recognized for her service 
Rhode Island State 
Council of Churches 

honors Jewish 
community leader 

B Y NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

WEST WARWlCK - Susan Adler, 
director of Jewish Eldercare of Rhode 
Island and To Life Adult Day Center, 
at Jewish Seniors Agency of Rhode 
Island QSA), was one of two indi
viduals who received the Community 
& Faith Spirit Service Award from 
the Rhode Island State Council of 
Churches. In turn, Adler, who received 
the tribute at an Oct. 27 breakfast at 
the West Valley Inn in West Warwick, 
paid tribute to the men and women she 
works with each day. 

Adler spoke of the senior citizens 

ADLER, Page 11 
/Nancy Kirsch 

GAYLE KATZMAN, left, SUSAN ADLER and BETSY CABLE 
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/Dahlia Leem an 

DAHLIA LEEMAN, second from left, is with her cousin Ofir, her sister Danielle 
and her cousin Tomer in Israel. 

Fourteen cousins in Israel. .. 
Experiences during travel 

define differences 
B, D AIILI.\ NEDl,I N 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

VSITING ISRAEL IS always a 
shock for me at first. The culture 
s so different - from the local 

cuisine of falaftl and shwarma to 
the way people communicate and the type of 
clothing they wear - you know you're not in 
Rhode Island anymore. 

FIRST PERSON 
This past summer, I spent a month in 

Israel visiting relatives. I was so nervous trav
eling to an aunt's house in a suburb of Tel 
Aviv. My sister had already been in Israel for 
a month (she visited with Birthright), and I 
would have to blend in on my own. Visit
ing 14 cousins all at once can be quite over
whelsning, especially as I hadn't seen them 
in two years. 

But half an hour after my arrival, my cous
ins and I were already cracking jokes, eating 
malawa (sheets of pastry dough covered in 
honey) and playing card games, with Sponge 
Bob, or as they call it in Israel, Bobspong, 
playing in the background. I immediately felt 
at home; an outsider wouldn't believe it had 
been two long years since we had last seen 
one another. 

All my relatives got together last summer 
for a week in Eilat, one of the most memora
ble places I visited during the trip. The desert 
air there is so dry that even when the tem
perature hits 104 degrees, we hardly break a 
sweat. 

There was so much to do there! We swam 
in the pools during the day and saw shows 
and walked in the Tayyelet (a promenade 
crammed with stores, coffee shops, bars, 
restaurants and an amusement park) every 
night. The Tayyelet goes on for miles, and 
thousands of people stroll and shop there 
daily. We also spent one day at an aquar
ium, where we rode on an underwater boat 
across the bottom of the Red Sea. We saw 
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coral reefs and sea creatures, from sa rdines 
to sharks. I was surprised by the chilliness of 
the Red Sea - so different from the warmth 
and clarity of the M editerranean. 

Another day, we had to climb a slippery, 
rocky, narrow path to the top of one peak. 
With every step, pieces of rock fell beneath 
our feet, but the view from the top was com
pletely worth it. I could see mountain peaks 
all arou nd us, the dry desert sand, and the 
blazing sun shining above it all. This was 
a sight I will never forget; but after endur
ing the walk down, I don't think I will ever 
attempt that climb again. 

With all my traveling and sightseeing, I 
observed many differences between the cul
tures of the United States and Israel. I noticed 
first a difference in attitude. For example, an 
outsider listening to two Israelis conversing 
could easily think they were in a big argu
ment; but that is misleading. The difference 
in speaking style is just part of the culture. 
Another difference is in the generosity and 
care accorded to visitors; I experienced that 
first-hand with my Israeli relatives. They 
were so generous; they always plied me with 
food - from plates of kofta to schnitzel. In 
fact, if! said I wasn't hungry and didn't want 
to eat, they'd get a little angry. 

The rhythm of Israeli culture is also very 
different. Israel has far more nightlife than 
Rhode Island. It is so hot during the day that 
everyone seems to postpone going out until 
nightfall. To see someone jogging at 2 a.m. 
is not unusual, and Tel Aviv Port's beachside 
restaurants and coffee shops remain open 
until 5 a.m. 

My trip was an extraordinary experience. I 
learned so much about the culture, saw some 
amazing sights and visited many historic 
places. But my fondest memory of the trip is 
my cousins' warm and welcoming approach. 
Thanks to them, I didn't feel like a tourist 
at all. 

Dahlia Neeman is a senior at Classical H igh 
School. She is the daughter of Shlomo and Amy 
Neeman . Contact her at dahlian94@yahoo.com. 
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A rhetoric class 
offers enlightenment 

IN 2009, I took a rhetoric 
course at Bar llan Univer
sity. During one exercise to 
improve our rhetoric tech

niques, the professor had us stand 
in different parts of the classroom, 
based on our opinions of a certain 

Daniel 
Stieglitz 

issue. Those 
who believed 
that Gilad Shalit 
should be freed 
at all costs were 
to stand to the 
right; those who 
believed that 
not a single ter
rorist should 
be released in 
exchange for 

Shalit on the left; and those 
(including me) who were "sitting 
on the fence" should stand in the 
middle of the room. 

"Unfortunate1y, 
none of us can see 
into the future." 

The professor then further 
divided us into even smaller 
groups, with one representative 
of each viewpoint in each group. 
Every individual was allotted two 
minutes to explain his or her par
ticular viewpoint. I told my group 
that, although I consider every life 
precious and believe we should do 
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Gilad Shalit is home 

GILAD SHALIT 

everything in our power to save 
even one individual. If it were 
up to me, then blood would be 
on my hands if a released terror
ist went on to kill others; so I was 
glad not to be the person making 
that decision. I also said I would 
accept any decision Israel might 
make in weighing the pros and 
cons of freeing Shalit. 

Then the professor instructed us 
to identify those issues on which 
we all agreed. At first, it wasn't 
difficult to find common ground 
- we all agreed that Shalit did not 
deserve to be in captivity, even if 
we didn't agree on the best way 
to free him from his inhumane 
confinement. Eventually we were 
able to pinpoint methods of free
ing Gilad that we could all accept. 

As this discussion was taking 
place a few months after Israel 's 
Operation Cast Lead in Gaza, 
we were appalled by the govern
ment's decision to pull out with
out publicly stating that Israeli 
withdrawal would be conditional 
on Shalit's release. W hen Opera
tion Cast Lead ended, Israel had 
H amas on the run. 

We suggested a simplified 
conversation between Israel and 
Hamas, in which Israel would 
insist on pushing forward until 
Shalit was returned. H amas 
would then threaten to kill him 
if Israel didn't withdraw. Israel 
would respond that if Shalit were 
killed, Israel wouldn't stop until 
Hamas was entirely wiped out. 

Though this hypothetical see-

nario would certainly have cost 
Israel more lives and resources, we 
would either have gotten Shalit 
back without releasing a single 
terrorist or eliminated the terror
ist organization that kidnapped 
Shalit in the first place and is 
responsible for the deaths of so 
many innocent people. 

Our final consensus fell within 
the category of "only time will 
tell." All of us (including the 
group member who was opposed 
to freeing a single terrorist for 
Shalit) agreed that if we could 
know for sure that none of the ter
rorists would ever harm another 
person, we would free them all 
to save Shalit. Unfortunately, 
none of us can see into the future. 
However, now that terrorists have 
been released in exchange for 
Shalit's freedom, only time will 
tell whether they will take more 
lives. 

I'm overjoyed that he is home, 
and now that he is free I will never 
criticize the Israeli government's 
decision. The past is past, and in 
the present, Shalit is free. Every 
life remains precious; and today in 
Israel, the biblical prophecy still 
stands: "V'shavu banim li-g'vulam" 
Oeremiah 31:16) - "Israel's sons 
will return within its borders." 

Dani Stieglitz, a native of Prov i
dence, made aliyah to I srael in 
200Z A resident of Jerusalem, he 
is the alumni relations coordinator 
and fundraising associate at Sha
pe/l's - Darchi Noam. Contact him 
at dstieglitz@gmail.com. 

What's on your Sunday morning schedule? 
Sunday, Dec. 4 is our 'Super Sunday' - volunteers and donors are needed 

MARK YOUR calendars 
for Sunday, Dec. 4, from 

9 a.m. - 1 p.m.: That day is 
our Jewish community's Super 
Sunday - an ideal opportunity to 

make a generous contribution to 
the Alliance's Annual Commu
nity Campaign. 

A story about the Campaign 
and its impact on our community 

will be in the Nov. 25 issue of The 
Jewish Voice & Herald. 

Volunteers are needed. If you can 
volunteer - for an hour or even 

longer- please contact Michele Gal
lagher at 421-4111, ext. 165 or 
mgallagher@shalomri.org. 
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FROM THE 
ExEcUTIVE EDITOR 

It's time to 
confess ... 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org ALTHOUGH YOM KIPPUR is 
everal weeks in the past, I must 

come clean with my confession: 
am really competitive - I mean 

REALLY competitive. 
My competitive streak plays well with a 

certain group of people with whom I enjoy 
a certain parlor game that has been casu
ally, though accurately, named "The Name 
Game." 

With that group of like-minded competi
tors - the people who first introduced me to 
the game - I love the raucous nature of the 
verbal and physical "high fives" we give our 
fellow teammates when we do well in a round 
and the verbal and physical ridicule we pile 
on the opposing team, no matter its progress. 

My competitive streak becomes a problem, 
though, at other times: When those who may 
not be familiar with the game, those who 
aren't committed to winning or those who 
- horrors above horrors - just don't want to 
play. 

What's a hostess or guest to do? Sometimes 
I sulk - privately and discreetly, I hope - and 
sometimes I try to noodge reluctant players 
into playing the game, one I never tire of and 
find endlessly appealing. 

After all, no less a figure than Albert Ein
stein said, "You have to learn the rules of the 
game ... you have to play better than anyone 
else." 

While this column may sound like some
one making a confession in a hypothetical 
12-step meeting - "Hi, I'm Nancy and I'm a 
compulsive competitor" - it's not. Rather, it's 
a reminder, as part of our Winter Fun theme 
in this issue of the paper, to play. 

Whether your game of choice is bridge or 
backgammon, Scrabble or Sudoku, just play: 
Engage your brain, it's good for you. 

I'm particularly fond of the Name Game, 
as it requires nothing more than paper, pens 
and an energetic group of participants ... no 
equipment or game board needed. 

If you haven't found some game that 
brings fun to your life, get going and find 
one! Research has shown that those of us 
who have strong social ties live longer, hap
pier lives than those who are isolated. I hope 
the National Institute of Health didn't spend 
millions of dollars on that research - it seems 
like a fairly obvious outcome. 

Games don't have to be confined to 
indoors, either, even during our long New 
England winters. If you have kids, see who 
can make the best snow angel or snowman; 
explore cross-country skiing or climbing in 
a snowdrift. See how quickly your children 
dispute your claim - or that of your parents: 
"When I was a kid, we walked to and from 
school in the snow, uphill both ways ... " 

While I'm generally willing to learn almost 
any new game, my loyalty is to the Name 
Game. If anyone wants to learn how to play 
the Name Game and enter the competition, 
give me a call or an email - I'd love some 
more victims (I mean players .... ) at 421-4111, 
ext. 168 or nkirsch@shalomri.org! 

(To those who may participate in a legiti
mate 12-step program: Believe me, I get it, 
I'm not denigrating any such recovery pro
gram in any way, shape or form, I promise! 

IT SEEMS To ME 

The language in which I can never lie 
One's language 
houses the soul 

B ACK IN 1988 Saul Bellow 
(1915-2005) - winner of the 
1976 Nobel Prize in Literature -
delivered a lecture on the topic 

of"AJewish Writer in America." Excerpts 
from this talk, never before published, 

recently appeared in two 
consecutive issues of The 
New York Review of 
Books (Oct. 27, 2011 and 
Nov. 10, 2011). 

During the course of 
his remarks Bellow tells 
his audience of his mid-I 20th century encounter in 

Rabbi Jim Jerusalem with the Israeli 
Rosenberg writer, Shmuel Yosef 
----- Agnon (1888-1970), who 

was to become a Nobel 
Laureate in Literature in 1966. Accord
ing to Bellow, Agnon insisted that the 
only "proper language for a Jewish writer 
is Hebrew." 

Of course, Bellow confesses, "I was 
not in a position to dismantle my entire 
life and start from scratch in Hebrew .. . 
(Agnon) was sweetly needling me." 

In responding to this challenge issued 
by Agnon three decades earlier, Bellow 
affirms that "[o]ne's language is a spiritual 
location, it houses the soul. If you were 
born in America all essential communi
cations, your deepest communications 
within yourself, will be in English - in 
American English. You will neither lie 
nor tell the truth in any other language. 
Without it no basic reckonings can be 
made. You will not reflect on your death 
in Hebrew ... Your English is the principal 
instrument of your humanity." 

I am struck by Bellow's insight that 
we can only lie in our native language 
- unless, that is, we happen to be truly 
bilingual. While I am able to make 
myself understood in Hebrew and to some 
extent in German, I am by no stretch of 
the imagination bilingual. My spoken 
Hebrew is serviceable but stilted. I have 
no knowledge of slang, and I have to con
centrate so hard on what is being said to 
me that I cannot hope to pick up subtleties 
of expression. On my second trip to Israel, 
a native Israeli told me, "Atah midaber lvrit 
k'mo sefer mi-Nu York. You speak Hebrew 
like a textbook from New York." Not 
exactly a compliment. 

I don't know Hebrew well enough to 
lie in it; I lack the degree of comfort with 
the spoken language to tell a lie with a 
straight face. To lie well, you need to be 
comfortable with both the primary colors 
and shades of color within the language 
you are speaking. 

Obviously, I am not making an attempt 
to justify lying; rather, I wish to explore 
what it means to call English our "spiri
tual location, the principal instrument of 
(our) humanity." The point is that we all 
experience situations when we cannot tell 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth without inflicting enormous 
pain upon other individuals. Hopefully 
we can avoid having to tell bald-faced lies, 
but there are times when we need to shade 
and shape the truth in order to cause 
minimum damage. I would argue - as 
Bellow seems to imply - that it is only in 
our native tongue that we can accomplish 
this nuanced shading and shaping. 

While I am impressed by Bellow's 
observation concerning the intimate rela
tionship between language and lying, 
I must disagree with his assertion that 
a person born into American English 

cannot reflect upon his or her death in 
H ebrew. In my case, I often turn to the 
Hebrew language when grappling with 
the meaning of my mortality. Along with 
a significant minority of American Jews, 
though my spoken Hebrew is at best basic, 
my knowledge of Hebrew texts - espe
cially from our Hebrew Bible (Tanakh) 
and our prayer book (siddur) - frequently 
informs my thinking and, perhaps more 
importantly, my feeling. 

"Hebrew is the 
1anguage of eternity ... 
that cans me home." 

I confess that I still find it somewhat 
intimidating to join in conversation with 
native Hebrew speakers; nevertheless, for 
several decades I have been in continu
ous conversation with ancient Hebrew 
authors, authors whose words cushion the 
harsh reality of my growing older, soften 
my dread of death, words which will one 
day tuck me into my coffin. The Psalm
ist consoles me with "Cam ki eylech b'gai 
tsalmavet, lo ireh rah, Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil." I take comfort in the 
last verse of Adon Olam, the well-known 
Hebrew hymn which concludes so many 
of our worship services: "B'yado afkeed 
ruchi, Into God's hand I entrust my spirit." 

For me, then, though I stumble when 
I speak it, Hebrew, lvrit, is the language 
of eternity, the language in which I can 
never lie, the language that calls me home. 

James B. R osenberg is rabbi emeritus at 
Temple Habonim in Barrington. Contact 
him at rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

----------Letter---------
Congregants take issue with story 

RECENTLY READ your 
rticle on our new spiritual 
ader, Rabbi Barry Dolinger 

("Congregation Beth Sholom welcomes 
new rabbi") buried on page 20 of the Sept. 
30 issue of The Jewish Voice & Herald. 
We strongly reject the implication that 
Rabbi Dolinger is a reject as implied by 
the final paragraph in your article. 

Rabbi Dolinger was hired by Congre
gation Beth Sholom after an extensive 
application process for which we received 
close to 100 resumes, interviewed over 
a dozen candidates through the Inter
net and brought in four for an interview 
weekend. While he is indeed young, he 
was the clear choice of our membership. 

In · the seven weeks that he has been 

here, he has more than lived up to our 
expectations. We invite you to spend a 
Shabbat with Rabbi Dolinger and us at 
Beth Sholom, and experience with us his 
intelligence, warmth and sense of humor. 

Submitted by: Dr. Howard Mintz, 
Sharon Groh-Mintz, Dr. William H. 
Krieger, Dr. Aliza L. Krieger, Barbara 
Engler, Zachary Engler, Dr. Lenny 
Moise, Dr. Sigal Gottleib, Joe Winkl
eman, Roberta Winkleman, Judy Rosen
stein, Jay Rosenstein, Kathleen Hein, 
Marvin Stark, Alan Hochman and Mari-

lyn Hochman 

Editor's Note: 1he Jewish Voice & Herald 
never intended to offend Rabbi Dolinger 
or Congregation Beth Sholom congre-

SEND US YOUR LETTERS .... 

The Voice & Herald welcomes 
letters from our readers. Send 
letters (no more than 250 words, 
please) to nkirsch@shalomri. 
org or The Voice & Herald, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 
02906. Please include a daytime 

phone number. 
Letters must be signed and 

may be edited for content and 
length. 

wwwjvhri.org 

gants. Rather, we included a brief paragraph 
- 24 words in an 800+ word story - about 
his personal ability to deal with rejection and 
loss, an attempt to explain that even a very 
young rabbi has experience that may be useful 
in counseling congregants. 

We are sorry people were offended. 
As far the readers' complaint that the story 
was • buried on page 20," we point out the 
Sept. 30 issue was 44 pages, which were filled 
with relevant articles and stories throughout. 
Many factors determine story placement. 

Mission of 
The Jewish Voice 

& Herald 

THE MISSION of The 
Jewish Voice & Herald is to 
communicate Jewish news, 

ideas and ideals by connecting and 
giving voice to the diverse views ofthe 
Jewish community in Rhode Island 
and Southeastern Massachusetts, 
while adhering to Jewish values 
and the professional standards of 
journalism. 



OPINION 

Prisoner exchanges are 
fraught with peril 

THE ANCIENT ROMAN 
historian Livy (Titus Livius, 
59 BCE - 17 CE) reminds his 
readers that "in history you have 

a record of the infinite variety of human 
experience plainly set out for all to see; and 
in that record you can find for yourself and 
your country examples and warnings; fine 

things to take as models, 
base things, rotten through 
and through, to avoid." 

The ancient Roman phi
losopher/statesman Cicero 
(106-43 BCE) tells the 
story of the consul who 
was taken prisoner by the 

Josh Carthaginians during the 
First Punic War. (Con

__ S_te_i_n __ suls were the chief civil 

and military officers in the 
Roman Republic - the rough equivalent of 
combining General Eisenhower of 1944 
with President Eisenhower of 1954.) The 
Carthaginians thought this provided them 
a great opportunity - one consul could be 
exchanged for hundreds of prisoners. So 
Regulus was sent back to Rome on parole, 
having sworn to return if Carthage's pris
oners of war were not released. He came 
to the senate and stated his mission, but 
advised against the deal. 

The prisoners were young men and offi
cers who could make war on Rome, while 
he was only one man, already bowed down 

Despite region's volatility, 
Israel is more 

or less 'normal' 

REST EASY, this essay is not 
about abortion. It's about a far 
wider issue: the value of life in 
srael. 

Ask any Americans visiting Israel for 
the first time what their impression is, 

and invariably one of the 
responses is, "I'm surprised 
by how safe it feels!" 

Push them into think
ing about what's behind the 
"surprise," and two inevi
table responses are offered. 
The first one relates to the 
way most American (actu-

~ ally, all overseas) media 
Sam cover Israel: bombings, ~~fg - terrorism, etc. Other than 

______ a very few "Jewish-city" 

papers such as The New 
York Times (and of course, overtly Jewish 
papers like the one you are reading) that 
attempt to widen the horizon regarding 
more "normal" aspects of Israeli society, 
the reigning editorial philosophy regarding 
Israeli is, "If it 'ain't' bad, it 'ain't' news." The 
second response to the surprise voiced by 
new visitors to Israel sounds like this: "With 
all those soldiers strolling around with their 
guns, I would have thought that the atmo
sphere would be far more tense." 

So let's start with some facts. The homi-
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Lessons from history 
with age. In the end Rome kept the pris
oners, and Regulus returned to captivity in 
Carthage. 

MARCUS ATILIUS REGULUS - After being 
taken captive by the Carthaginians, he 
was paroled. He sought to dissuade the 
senators from agreeing to an exchange 
of prisoners. 

What do we learn from this? If nothing 
else, that it is prudent to win the war before 
negotiating the exchange of prisoners. To 
give back more than 1,000 Palestinians (a 
goodly number of whom have their hands 
stained with the blood of Jewish civilians) 
in exchange for one kidnapped Israeli sol
dier was inappropriate. Doesn't anyone 
over there read history? The Regulus story 
may be the preserve of a few fussy schol
ars but ask yourself this question: During 
W orld W ar I , how many prisoners were 
exchanged? (Answer: None until after the 
Armistice.) Did we send back any Ger-

mans, Italians or Japanese in exchange for 
American POWs during World War II? 
(Hint: "No!") 

I understand the rationale. Israel makes 
a commitment to the families of its con
scripts (which include pretty much all age
appropriate Israelis except those studying 
in yeshivas) to bring them back alive if pos
sible - and if not, to retrieve their bodies for 
burial. I understand this. But the question 
is, when should they be brought back? 

Three years ago Israel gave up a multiple 
murderer, Samir Kuntar, who in 1979 killed 
a police officer and then took a 28-year-old 
man and his 4-year-old daughter hostage. 
H e shot the father dead in front of his little 
girl and then smashed her head in, killing 
her. Kuntar was sentenced to 542 years in 
prison. But in 2008 Israel arranged a swap. 
It received the cadavers of 1st Sgt. Ehud 
"Udi" Goldwasser and Sgt. 1st Class Eldad 
Regev in exchange for this sadistic mur
derer - who was hailed as a hero by Hez
bollah upon his return to Lebanon. And 
now the returning heroes of Hamas have 
been greeted in Gaza with cries from the 
crowd urging them to kidnap more Israe
lis so as to get back more prisoners. Ser
geants Goldwasser and Regev were spared 
what Gilad Shalit may soon suffer. Can you 
imagine Shalit's anguish when the first of 
released terrorists blows up a pizzeria - or a 
bus - or a Passover seder - or a pedestrian 
mall? 

Israel prides itself on the return of con
scripts, but has forgotten the other part of 
the social contract, the part that promises 
to protect I srael's citiaens from terrorists. 

REFLECTIONS OF/rN ISRAEL 

Pro-life in Israel 
cide rate (per 100,000 residents) in the U.S. 
is 5; in Israel, it is 2.1 - 60 percent fewer! 
Traffic fatalities (again per 100,000 inhabit
ants): the U.S. - 12.3; in Israel- 5.7. Almost 
the same lower ratio! 

In short, objectively and statistically an 
American has a good (comparative) reason 
to feel safe in Israel. This is not to deny that 
in certain periods - e.g. the Second Intifada 
- such feelings of safety evaporate. But even 
here, the numbers should somewhat alle
viate fears. In the past decade - including 
during the Second Intifada - 1,096 people 
in Israel proper have been killed in terrorist 
attacks, which works out to about 110 a year. 
Add these to the homicide and traffic fatal
ity rates, and on a per capita basis, Israel is 
still well below American "unnatural death" 
statistics. 

Why should this be? I would argue -
admittedly as a gross generalization - that 
Israeli society places a higher value on life 
than does American society. Here are a few 
examples to support my argument; later, I'll 
provide a couple of counter-examples. 

• I doubt that any other country in the 
world has the following weekly report on 
the main radio news broadcast (in Israel, 
every Friday): "This past week, X number of 
people died on the roads and Y were seri
ously injured. Drive carefully!" 

• Israel has no death sentence (except for 
Nazi mass murder; Eichmann was the only 
person ever executed in Israel). One could 
argue that this is not "pro-life" because 
such a policy ostensibly removes the great
est deterrent to murder and terrorism, but 

world data show no connection whatsoever 
between the death penalty and homicide 
rates. The U.S. has more capital punishment 
executions than any other country (except 
for China), but still has a relatively high 
murder rate. 

• Notwithstanding "know-nothing" inter
national accusations to the contrary, Israeli 
soldiers are taught, and told again and again, 
the rules of conduct in war; massive efforts 
are made to ensure that civilian deaths 
among the enemy are kept to an absolute 
minimum (something not easy to accom-

"Most lsrae1i kids play ... 
rough and tumble in 

'old-style' playgrounds." 

plish when the other side uses civilians as 
human shields as a matter of policy). 

• Finally, despite pressures galore for the 
average Israeli - well beyond what most 
citizens have to deal with in other countries 
- Israel's suicide rate is remarkably low: 4.2 
(per 100,000 inhabitants); in the U.S. it's 
11.1. Once again, we find almost the same 
ratio as above! If anything, suicide rates are 
one of the best indications of social norm 
inculcation regarding the value of life. 

Where are Israelis more "lax" regarding 
the value of life? First, there is no significant 
anti-abortion, pro-life movement to speak 
of; the Israeli abortion rate is more than 
three times the U.S. abortion rate. Second, 

y.,wwjv~ri.org 

"lt is prudent to win the 
war before negotiating 

the exchange of 
prisoners." 

The Israeli government, indeed any gov
ernment, must first "do no harm" to its 
population. It's bad enough that, despite 
seeking peace I srael has been in a state of 
perpetual war for its entire existence; it's 
worse when she presents her enemies with 
a fresh supply of soldiers to fight against 
Israel. Hamas is strengthened; Israel has 
handed back terrorists with a potential to 
return - or has encouraged another genera
tion to take the risk. After all, whether they 
are captured before or after their assaults on 
civilians, all they will have to do is wait a 
few years in jail before coming home to a 
hero's welcome. 

This edition ofThe Jewish Voce &Herald 
is due out on Nov. 11, 2011 - or for numer
ologists, 11/ 11/ 11. World War I came to an 
end on Nov. 11, 1918 at 11 a .. m.; and only 
then were prisoners exchanged, no longer 
presenting a danger to the countries that 
held them in captivity. 

I'm glad that Shalit is home, but the price 
was too high. Remember the lesson of the 
honorable Regulus, and wait until after vic
tory. 

Josh Stein is a professor of history at Roger 
Williams University. Contact him at }stein@ 
rwu.edu. 

Israelis are far less concerned with per
sonal "safety" - American children gambol 
in "cocooned" playgrounds of soft plastic 
slides, mulch ground and other super-safe 
paraphernalia; most Israeli kids play like it 
was still the 1950s - rough and tumble in 
"old-style" playgrounds. 

Overall, why does Israel as a society 
"value" life more? (I emphasize "as a society" 
because I certainly do not mean to suggest 
that on an individual or family level, Ameri
cans care less about their loved ones than 
Israelis do.) 

The obvious answer is recent history: 
One-third of world Jewry was destroyed in 
the Holocaust and by world standards the 
remaining number ofJews is very small for a 
"people." Second, the continuing existential 
threat to the State of Israel means that on 
a subconscious level most Israelis see every 
"body" as critical to future survival. Third 
and finally, Judaism and Jewish culture have 
always considered "life" to be the supreme 
value: ''pikuakh nefesh" (saving a life) neutral
izes almost all other commandments; "kol 
ha'matzil nefesh akhat - he'tzil olam u'mlo'oh" 
(anyone saving a life, it's as ifhe or she saved 
the entire world). In the final analysis, deep 
in its heart and despite heavy secularization 
and modernization, Israel remains a pro
foundly Jewish State, maintaining perhaps 
the core value of yesteryear. 

Professor Sam Lehman-Wilzig teaches at 
Bar-flan University in Israel. In 2008-09 he 
was Schusterman Visiting Professor at Brown 
University. Visit his Web site: www.profslw. 
com. 
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What do you call a 
married woman? 

TH E FORM WAS 
straightforward. Moth
er's name. Father's name. 
Baby's name. Sitting 

in my bed in the maternity ward, 
I took pen in hand and solemnly 

Ruth 
Horowitz 

performed my 
first official act as 
a parent. The hos
pital lady pointed 
to "Horowitz," 
frowning. 

"This is your 
name?" 

"Yes." 
"And this is 

your husband?" 
She touched the 

word "Christensen." 
"Right." 
Her finger hovered accusingly 

over the surname I'd filled in for 
our daughter. 

"Aren't you afraid people will 
think you're not married?" 

The possibility had occurred to 
us. It was one of several arguments 
we'd rejected when we so carefully 
considered our child's name. 

In Judaism, names are power
ful stuff. When Avram and Sarai 
become Abraham and Sarah, they 
formalized their partnership in 

God's covenant with two little let
ters. Throughout the Torah, people 
and places are constantly getting 
named - and thereby defined. 
Why can't we know God's name? 
Because we can't know God. 

A friend recently mentioned 
someone's "magic" name. She 
meant "Hebrew." There is some
thing magical about Hebrew 
names. They call us to the Torah 
and tell God we need healing. 
They link us to loved ones we never 
knew, and send a signal to other 
Jews. In my public elementary 
school, calling Judy "Yehudit" was 
like sharing a secret handshake. 

And like all magical things, 
Hebrew names can be dangerous. 
My parents gave their children 
biblical first names and secular 
middle names; I'm Ruth Alice. In 
the 1950s, so soon after the Holo
caust, those secular names were 
like amulets. If I ever needed to 
"pass," I could go by Alice, and 
still feel like myself Presumably, I 
would drop the "H orowitz." 

That's not likely to happen. I 
could have shed the "Horowitz" 
when I married D avid Christensen. 
But I kept my name. And I would 
have done the same if his name 
were David Cohen. 

As a feminist, I recoiled at the 
custom of a woman giving up her 
name and taking her husband's, 
while he kept his. The tradition 

AnLIB 

Re: Nrunes 
suggested she was ceasing to be 
herself and becoming his prop
erty, while he remained essentially 
unchanged. Keeping your name 
asserted that you were remaining 
your own person. It marked the 
marriage as a union of equals. 

But wasn't keeping your own 
name, well, un-romantic? And 
didn't your "maiden" name (loaded 

too unwieldy to fit on the hospi
tal lady's form. Plus, hyphenating 
couples usually put the woman's 
name first. By the time children 
came along, the maternal sur
name became a middle name, and 
was dropped. The best solution, I 
was convinced, was for the couple 
to choose a new name. That way 
they could maintain their equal

______________ ity, identify their union and cele-

"ln the 1950s, 
so soon after the 
Holocaust, those 

secular names were 
like amulets." 

brate their new, married identities 
through the time-honored ritual of 
name changing. 

As it happened, David was no 
more interested in changing his 
name than he was in me changing 
mine. As for children, when we 
looked around at friends who had 
kept their names, we noticed that 
in 99 percent of cases, the kids got 

-------------- the father's name. To counter the 
term) suggest you belonged to your 
father? Maybe, but why perpetuate 
sexism? 

In college, my friends and I 
threw around arguments late into 
the night, sprawled across the beds 
in somebody's dorm room. We 
were convinced that by the time we 
were grandparents, names would 
no longer designate women as sec
ondary. The only question was how 
best to retool the tradition. 

A popular compromise was the 
hyphenated surname. But what 
would the next generation do? 
Pretty soon, names would become 

trend, David favored naming our 
hypothetical offspring "H orow
itz." That worked for me. Espe
cially when I imagined how weird 
"Christensen" would look on the 
forms when I enrolled said issue in 
Hebrew school. 

Have people wondered if David 
is our children's father? Some. But 
so what? Sophie and Sam have had 
to answer more questions about 
their names than most kids. But 
those conversations have provided 
teachable moments. And that was 
pretty much the point. 

I have only regretted our deci-
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sion once, when my Vermont shul 
was debating policy around inter
married families, and the atmo
sphere grew contentious. I would 
have enjoyed pointing out that the 
young woman tutoring the b'nei 
mitzvah students and the young 
man blowing the shofar on Rosh 
Hashanah were Christensens. But 
that's for a different column. 

When Sophie got married last 
summer, she and her fiance were 
as convinced as David and I that 
a wedded woman should keep her 
name. Surprisingly, though, few of 
their peers seem to share this view. 
Sure, lots of women have good, 
specific reasons to want to take 
their husband's names. But that 
doesn't explain the trend. 

What became of the post-sexist 
world we envisioned? Has it been 
swept aside by an anti-feminist 
backlash? D o people believe we've 
progressed to the point where 
feminism is moot? Are we seeing 
an upsurge of neo-traditionalist 
romanticizing? Maybe I'm missing 
something. I hope all these bright, 
independent young women don't 
believe that names don't matter. 

Horowitz is a farmer journalist 
with Seven Days, a Vermont news
paper. She now works as a freelance 
writer and biogs at www.ruth
horowitz.wordpress.com. Contact her 
at ruth.horowitz@gmail.com. 

Christians mostly failed to act in response to Kristallnacht 
1he silence was 

nearly deafening 
BY R AFAEL MEDOFF 

WASHINGTON OTA) - Most 
American Christian leaders 
strongly condemned the Krista!!
nacht pogrom that the Nazis car
ried out against Germany's Jews 
73 years ago, when hundreds of 
synagogues were torched, the 
windows of thousands of Jewish 
businesses were smashed, 100 Jews 
were murdered and 30,000 more 
were dragged off to concentration 
camps. 

But the words of condemnation 
were not always accompanied by 
calls for action. When it came to 
advocating steps such as opening 
America's doors to Jewish refugees 
or severing U.S. relations with 
Nazi Germany, Christian voices 
too often fell silent. 

The liberal Catholic publication 
Commonweal called for suspend
ing America's immigration quotas 
in order to admit more refugees. 
The larger Catholic weekly maga
zine America, however, took a 
different line. America headlined 
its post-Krista!!nacht issue "NAZI 
CRISIS." But the two feature sto
ries did not focus on the plight of 
Hitler's Jewish victims. The first 
was a report about the mistreat
m•nt of nuns by Nazis in Austria. 
The second article charged that 
protests by American Jews against 

the Nazi pogrom were generating 
"a fit of national hysteria" intended 
"to prepare us for war with Ger
many." 

The issue did include an edito
rial titled "The Refugees and Our
selves," but it was about the "grave 

"Admitting Jewish 
immigrants would 

only exacerbate 
America's Jewish 

problem." 

duty" of American Catholics to 
help European Catholic refugees. 
Jewish refugees weren't even men
tioned. 

An editorial in the leading Prot
estant magazine Christian Cen
tury did address the Jewish refugee 
problem: It argued that America's 
own economic problems necessi
tated "that instead of inviting fur
ther complications by relaxing our 
immigration laws, these laws be 
maintained or even further tight
ened." 

A few months later, refugee 
advocates proposed legislation 
to help German Jews who could 
not be construed as undermining 
America's economy. The Wagner
Rogers bill would have admitted 
20,000 children - too young to 

compete with American citizens 
for jobs. Yet even then, Christian 
Century found a reason to oppose 
helping the Jews. 

"[A]dmittingJewish immigrants 
would only exacerbate America's 
Jewish problem," it wrote. 

One notable Christian response 
to Krista!!nacht was an initiative 
by the U.S. branch of the Young 
Women's Christian Associa
tion. Less than two weeks after the 
pogrom, the YWCA established a 
Committee on Refugees, which 
undertook information cam
paigns aimed at persuading the 
public that refugees were loyal and 
hardworking. Unfortunately, the 
YWCN.s national board soon lost 
interest in the project and declined 
to fund it. According to Profes
sor Haim Genizi, the American 
Jewish Committee ended up pro
viding much of the committee's 
budget. 

Christian Scientists, although 
small in number, had the opportu
nity to exercise influence through 
their mass-circulation newspaper, 
the Christian Science Monitor. 
But true to their church's empha
sis on the potential of prayer to 
heal all ills, the Monitor's editors 
argued that in response to Kristall
nacht, "prayer ... will do more than 
any amount of ordinary protests to 
heal the hate released in the last 
few days and to end injustices and 
excesses practiced in the name of 
anti-Semitism." 

wwwjvhri.org 

The Monitor did acknowledge 
that "finding havens for [the] refu
gees" was a necessity, but refrained 
from suggesting that America 
should serve as one of those havens. 

One of the few consistently 
strong Christian voices in the 
aftermath of Krista!!nacht was that 
of U.S. Senator William King of 
Utah, a former missionary who 
was arguably the most prominent 
Mormon in America at the time. 
While President Roosevelt only 
recalled the U.S. ambassador from 
Germany temporarily for "consul
tations," King urged the admin
istration to completely break off 
U.S. diplomatic relations with 
Hitler. While FDR said that liber
alization of America's immigration 
quotas was "not in contemplation," 
King introduced legislation to 

open Alaska to Jewish refugees. 
Sadly, King's initiatives 

attracted almost no support from 
America's churches. The response 
of most Christian leaders to 
Krista!lnacht, like the response of 
the Roosevelt administration and 
most of the American public, was, 
in the words of Professor Henry 
Feingold, "no more than a strong 
spectator sympathy for the under
dog." 

Dr. Rafael Medoff is director of 
1he D avid S. Wyman Institute for 
H olocaust Studies, which focuses on 
issues related to America's response 
to the H olocaust. 1he material in 
this column is based on the Wyman 
Imtitute's ongoing research prqfect on 
American Christian responses to the 
Holocaust. 

Our editorial policy 
WANT OUR opinion 

ages to represent our 
readers' vibrant diversity of 

ideas and opinions. Thus, our edito
rial policy is as follows: The Voice & 
Herald may publish thoughtful and 
informative contributors' columns 
(op-eds) and letters to the editor on 
issues of interest to our Jewish com
munity. At our discretion, we may 
edit pieces for publication or refuse 
publication. 

Letters and columns, whether 
from our regular contributors or 
from guest columnists, represent the 

views of the authors; they do not rep
resent the views of The Jewish Voice 
& Herald or the Je,vish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island. 

Send letters (250 words, at most) 
and op-eds (700 words or shorter) to 
Nancy Kirsch at nkirsch@shalomri. 
org (Subject Line: OPINIONS) or 
Nancy Kirsch, The Voice & Herald, 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 
02906. Please include your name, 
city of residence and (not for publi
cation} a contact phone number or 
email. 
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A population boom? 
Seven billion 
isn't enough 

BY SIMCHA WEINSTEIN 

NEW YORK OTA) - I may be a 
rabbi who lives and works in the 
heart of New York City - in fact, 
I was just voted one of Gotham's 
"hippest" - but believe it or not, I 
occasionally catch a glimpse of an 
endangered species. 

I'm talking, of course, about 
young married couples. They seem 
to hibernate all year, coming to the 
synagogue only on the High Holy 
Days. That's OK. I'm still thrilled 
to meet them. 

This year, I got an interesting 
reaction after I said something that 
pretty much guarantees I won't see 
these couples again for another 
year: "So ... isn't it time?" 

The wife blushed. The husband 
cringed. One of them blurted out 
their well-rehearsed response: 
"Rabbi, we'd love to have kids. 
Someday. But right now, we're not 
ready." 

That scenario plays itself out all 
over the world every day. An entire 
generation of Jewish grandmoth
ers-in-waiting is praying impa
tiently for their little bundle of 
joy (or two or three) to kvell over. 
But their daughters and sons aren't 

cooperating. According to a 2002 
study by the Jewish Agency, "the 
number of Jews in the world is 
declining at an average of 50,000 
per year." 

And it's not just a Jewish prob
lem. Throughout the Western 
world, men and women in their 
prime reproductive years are doing 
everything but reproducing. 

If you've been following the news 
oflate, you may be questioning my 
wisdom or sanity. It was reported 
that on the night of Sunday, Oct. 
30, the Philippines welcomed the 
world's seven billionth person, 
Danica May Camacho. In fact, 
other countries also are claiming 
that they have a newborn who is 
the seven billionth person on the 
planet. Still, the U.N. even had 
flown in the world's six billionth 
person, Lorrize Mae Guevarra, 
now 12, to be there to wish a mazal 
tov. 

As the result of this milestone, 
we've been hearing a great deal 
about the "population boom." 
However, if you crunch the num
bers, a slightly different picture 
emerges: That "population boom" 
is more like a "health boom." 
Medical advances are improving 
longevity, which is what is really 
driving up the world's population 
numbers. 

------Letters------

Brisket recipe needs honey 

TI OCT. 28 article 
riskets galore at Beth-El 

fundraiser" about the bris
ket contest was lovely. I have heard 
from people who I haven't been in 
touch with for 20 years or more. 
My cousins in Florida also heard 
about the contest from friends 
there who receive The Jewish Voice 
&Herald. 

I omitted the honey: The recipe 
calls for 1/2 cup honey. I also want 
to thank the person who shared 
this recipe with me - Lynne 
Andreen, from Stratton, Vt., is my 
sister Carol's friend. 

DianeCerep 
Cranston 

Reject petty thinking 

AfL THE RESPONSES 
Ronald Russo's letter 

d one thing in common; 
they placed simple labels on groups 
of people so anything proposed by 
a person with the "wrong" label is 
therefore wrong, evil, harmful. 

So, for some liberals, any conser
vative idea is wrong and likewise, 
some conservatives believe any lib
eral proposal threatens America's 
very essence, which has made us 
the most successful nation in his
tory. 

The inability of liberals to even 
consider that a conservative idea 
might have merit and conservative 
charges that any liberal thought is 
a sure path to socialism, are seri
ous threats to our national welfare 
and could undermine our influence 
in the world. 

Not all business owners are 
greedy monsters who want to 
squeeze the life out of their 
employees and customers despite 

what some in the media suggest. 
Likewise, though most union 

members are honest and hard 
working, some do milk the system 
shamelessly and some union lead
ers show little concern for the 
heavy burden placed on taxpayers 
by their very generous retirement 
plans. Union employees should not 
automatically be demonized as a 
result. 

And while there are welfare 
recipients who don't really deserve 
benefits and could be working, 
most truly do need and deserve 
help and would welcome a decent 
job. 

I hope we and especially our law
makers can reject this petty small
mindedness posi ng as principle/ 
ideology and rekindle the spi rit of 
respect for one another for the ben
efit of the people, all of us. 

Dr. Harvey Waxman 
Wickford 

In reality, the problem isn't over
population but sub-replacement 
fertility and aging populations 
that ultimately will lead to mas
sive population declines. In places 
like Japan and Western Europe, 
low fertility has increased the 
incidence of voluntary childless
ness, which in turn will have a 
far-reaching impact on economic 
and social policy. Nations such as 
Greece already are struggling to 
support their graying citizens - a 
message that few in that country 
seem willing to hear. 

China's extreme sub-replace
ment fertility rate is creating a 
hitherto unknown family struc
ture: children with no siblings. 
That is, family trees with no 
branches. 

RABBI SIMCHA WEINSTEIN 

The United States is clinging to 
a healthy replenishment rate just 
above 2.1 children, but only due to 
high immigration rates, which are 
now petering off, given the eco
nomic downturn. 

As a rabbi, I can't help but recall 
that the Bible's first instruction to 
humankind, in Genesis 1:28, is 
"Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the 
land and subdue it." Note that the 
emphasis is not just on having a 
family but a large one. 

Some might ask, why was it nec
essary to command people to do 
something that not only guaran
tees the continued survival of the 
human race, but which comes so 
naturally? I'm beginning to think 
that the long-ago command "to 
be fruitful and multiply" actually 

was meant for us modern people 
thousands of years in the future - a 
kind of message in a (baby) bottle 
that would wash ashore in our 
post-modern, post-parenting era. 
Whether or not we will heed that 
message remains to be seen. 

Rabbi Simcha Weinstein is a best
selling author who recently was voted 
"New York's Hippest Rabbi" by PBS
Ch. 13. His forthcoming book on 
demography is titled "7he Case far 
Having Children: Why parenthood 
makes you (and your world} healthy, 
wealthy and wise." 

Editor's Note: For an interesting 
exercise, visit http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
news/world-15391515. 

Soren Jon Brier has more family members 

THANK YOU SO 
much for printing the 
announcement of our son, 

Soren Jon, joining our family and 
this wonderful community. It was 
awesome to see him "in print" for 
the first time! When we submitted 

his picture and our family notes, 
we neglected to include mention 
of his great-grandparents, who 
also live in the community, Zita 
and Milton Brier, of Cranston. 
We also want to acknowledge 
his aunts, Beth Brier, of Delray 

Beach, Fla., and Leslie Wisan, of 
New York City, N.Y. 

Again, thanks for sharing our 
news and joy! 

Dani and Jacob Brier 
North Providence 

Unlike Obama, Koch is a strong defender of Israel 

IWAS DISAPPOINTED 
that Rabbi Rosenberg ("The 
extraordinary chutzpah of Ed 

Koch," in the Oct. 14 issue) criti
cized Mayor Koch, a supporter of 
Jewish causes and Israel. The exis
tential issue around the world for 
Jews is the survival of Israel with 
secure, defensible borders. Koch 
defends Israel although the majority 
of American Jews- to the astonish
menat of my South American and 
Israeli friends - support a president 
who has been extremely negative 
toward Israel. 

Obama was a close friend of 
Rashid Khalid, the PLO represen-

wwwJvhri.org 

tative in Chicago, who supported 
Palestinian terrorists. Obama was 
a member for 20 years of a highly 
anti-Semitic black church with 
Reverend Wright. During the 20 
years that Barack Obama called 
the reverend "his uncle," he never 
heard his anti-Semitic, anti-Amer
ican sermons. As a senator and 
presidential candidate, Obama told 
AIPAC that he supported a uni
fied Jerusalem as Israel's capital. 
However, the next day, he said that 
that outcome must be negotiated. 
In Cairo, he insisted that Israeli 
policies were largely responsible for 
the stalled negotiations and Israel 

should return to the 1967 bor
ders. No American president has 
ever demanded those borders. He 
treated Prime Minister Netanyahu 
disgracefully when he came to the 
White House. He did not appear in 
a joint conference with him; he has 
never treated any other leader like 
that. 

You should follow Koch's exam
ple: Israel's survival is the existential 
issue of our lives. May liberal and 
J Street Jews learn something from 
evangelical Christians who strongly 
support Israel. 

Jose Behar, M.D. 
East Greenwich 
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Community agencies host 'Be Safe This Fall' 

Seniors benefit from 
services offered in 

team approach 
BY WENDY JOERING 

wjoering@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - For the first 
time, the JCC at the Alliance and 
The Miriam Hospital were part
ners in hosting the third annual 
"Be Safe This Fall" health fair on 
Friday, Oct. 28. In the past, the 
fair was sponsored by The Miriam 
Hosital. 

More than 20 vendors came to 
the JCC at the Alliance to edu
cate seniors on how they could stay 
safe, both in their homes and when 
out and about in the community. 
The Miriam provided blood pres
sure, hearing, cholesterol and bal
ance screenings, as well as other 
evaluations. The hospital screening 
and information tables received 
256 visits, performed 111 screens 
and issued 17 flu shots. 

/Wendy Jeering 
THE MIRIAM HOSPITAL staffers welcome seniors. 

Brain Ott, M .D., director of the 
Alzheimer's Disease and Memory 

Disorders Center at Rhode Island 
Hospital, gave a lectuse on "Driv
ing under the Influence of Aging 
and Cognitive Impairment." 

The fair was free and open to the 
community. 

"I can go to this, have tests done 
and take the results to my doctor to 
see what the proper follow up is .... 
[and] combine it with my regular 
health care .. . It's a chance to get 
lots of information at one place," 

Chahad of Warwick announces Jewish Learning Institute certificate program 

WARWICK - The Chabad 
of Warwick introduces Jewish 
Learning Institute OLI) con
tinuing education credits and 
certificate program. According 
to information from Chabad of 
Warwick, JLI students are eli
gible to earn continuing educa
tion credits that may be applied 
towards certificates in four areas 
of concentration: Jewish ethics, 

Jewish mysticism and philosophy, 
Jewi s h 
hi s t ory 
and cul
ture, and 
Jewi s h 
belief and 
pr act ice. 
A JLI 
certificate 
formally recognizes students who 

Advertising in 

have demonstrated their com
mitment to lifelong Jewish learn
. g. Certificates reflect students' 

rJ>referred areas of concentration 
'in their studies. 

1he upcoming class schedule is 
available at www.rabbiwarwick. 

information, call 
884-7888. 

The Jewish Voice & Herald 

WORKS! 
We Match ALL other Newspaper Prices! 
Call or email Tricia now to schedule your next ad 
and Grow your business! 

401-421-4111x160, tstearly@shalomri.org 
wwwjvhri.org 

/ Wendy Jeering 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY listen to a lecture. 

said Ellen Kleinman, a Cranston 
resident who also attended last 
year's event at The Miriam H os
pital. 

i:::~~st~e:~ 
with the JCC 
at the Alliance 
[fulfills] our 
vision," said 
Jo Gordon

Reznar, RN, MPA, clinical man
ager at The Miriam H ospital. "Our 
vision was to provide a service to 
the community. We need to tell 
the communiry what we have to 

offer before they need our services. 
We felt like we were limited in how 

we would reach the community -
now this feels more real." 

Rob Bouffard, clinical reha
bilitation manager at The M iriam, 
worked closely with the Alliance 
to make sure everything went well. 
"The beauty of this is there is more 
value to the general public by part
nering with the JCC," he said. 

In fact, the JCC at the Alli
ance and The Miriam H ospital are 
already talking about how to make 
this event even bigger and better 
next year. 

Wendy j oering, the Jewish 
community concierge, was the 
Alliance staff coordinator far this 
event. Contact her at 421-4111, ext. 
169 or wjoering@shalomri.org. 

Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
presents d special screening 

I ·,•·, ---k-: _; ·f"> . 
!j __ ·._. ·. 

•-:.- :-' .,. 

,. 
THE PEOPLE 

Please RSVP by 11 /23 by contacting Minh Nguyen at 
617.722.7195 or Minh.J.Nguyen@BNYMellon.com 

Sponsor► 

BNY MELLON 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

Stronger rogether. Doing e world of good. 

401 El111grove /\ven ue I Providence, RI 02906 I www.shalo111n.org 
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The Alliance seeks 
requests for proposals 

JFS elects new officers 
at 82nd annual meeting 

Funding for 
caring and social 

responsibility 
programs available 

PROVIDENCE - The Alliance 
invites proposals for funding of 
programs in the areas of caring and 
social responsibility, and Jewish 
life and learning. Only organiza
tions classified as tax exempt under 
Section 50l(c)3 of the Internal 
Revenue Code and as a public 
charity under Section 509(a) 1,2 
or 3; and located and providing 
services in Rhode Island or south
eastern Massachusetts are eligible 
to apply. 

F uncled projects are expected to 
operate during the period July 1, 
2012 - June 30, 2013. Submission 
of a proposal does not guarantee 
funding. 

The goal of the Alliance's Caring 
and Social Responsibility Sub
committee is to ensure the qual
ity of life of all Jews in the greater 

Rhode Island Jewish community. 
More specifically, it is to ensure 
that the poor, the elderly and the 
physically and mentally disabled 
are served with dignity and given 
access to services that strive to 
provide greater financial security, 
independent living and Jewish 
enrichment. 

The goal of the Jewish Life and 
Learning Sub-committee is to 
engage all demographic groups in 
the Jewish community in dynamic, 
formal and informal, accessible 
and high quality programs and 
services to increase participants' 
Jewish knowledge, strengthen 
their Jewish identity and increase 
their affiliation with the Jewish 
community. 

L etters ef intent are due no later 
than Friday, Dec. 2. For information 
on the programs, how to apply for 
funding and the letter ef intent, 
contact Karen Clark.son at 421-4111, 
ext. 177, kclark.son@shalomri.org 
or at the Jewish Alliance ef Greater 
Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence, RI 02906. 

NOV-13-11 

Kosher meal sites 
will include music 

PAWTUCKET - The Jewish 
Family Service of Rhode Island 
(JFS) held its 82nd annual meet
ing at the Blackstone Visitors' 
Center in Pawtucket, on Thurs
day, Oct. 27. 

Hosted by Michael A. Rob-
erts, a current JFS board member, 
the meeting included presen
tations by Elisa Heath, board 
president; Charles Blackman, 
board treasurer; Erin Gisherman 
Minior, JFS' chief executive offi
cer; Rabbi Elyse Wechterman, 
board development committee 
chair; and Patty H arwood, JFS' 
director of elder services. Com
ments focused on the agency's 
programmatic and financial suc
cesses during the year and identi
fied ongoing opportunities in the 
current year. 

NEAL DROBNIS, left, David C. Isenberg and Stuart Einhorn attend 
the JFS annual meeting on Thursday, Oct. 27. 

president, Michael A. Roberts 
as treasurer, and Rabbi Andrea 
Gouze as secretary; Elisa Heath 
serves another year as president. 

Darryle Steinberg and Rose 
Zawia are presidential appoint
ments to the board. 

For more z'nformation about 
Jewish Family Service ef Rhode 
Island, visit wwwjfsri.org, email 
info@jfsri.org or call 331-1244. 

1 WORLD. 1 PEOPLE. 1 DAY. 

www.theglobalday.com 

One highlight of the meet
ing was the announcement of 
the Isenberg Music Celebra
tion Series, which will provide 
music and entertainment at the 
rwo kosher meal sites in Rhode 
Island. David C. Isenberg, who 
funded the series, received an 
award and a video tribute. 

Officers for the upcoming year 
are Amanda Isenberg as vice 

Michele Lederberg and Judith 
Lichtman were named hon
orary board members; newly 
elected board members installed 
at the meeting are Dr. Nathan 
Beraha, Stuart Einhorn, Anna 
Gershman, Susan Gertsacov and 
Andrew Palan. 

Jewish Family Service ef Rhode 
Island is a partner agency ef the 
Jewish Alliance ef Greater Rhode 
Island. 

\Yith Rhode Island's 
0\\11 Anna Solomon. 

Author or 
171c Lillie JJndc 

For more information contact 
Stephanie Markoff Cohen at 

401.861.8800 ext. 108, or 
scohen@shalomri.org 

__ -.i.-- ~---·• 

"Intensely imagined ... 
an elegantly written 
pocket of forgotten 
history." 
-Audrey Niffenegger, 
New York Times 
bestselling author of 
The Time Traveler's Wife 

Reading, Q&A and Book Signing with Anna Solomon, author of The Little Bride. 
With special guest moderator Robin Kall, from Reading with Robin, on WHJJ 920AM 
Thursday, November 17 I 7:30PM I FREE 
Please join the community in welcoming Rhode Island's own Anna Solomon, celebrated 
author of The Little Bride, for this special reading, discussion, and book signing at the 
Alliance, 401 Elmgrove Avenue, Providence. Books will be available for purchase. 
Stay for refreshments and mix & mingle with Anna Solomon and Robin Kall. 

Teen Writing Workshop with Anna Sdk»mon 
Wednesday, January 25 I More detai,ls coming soon I FREE event 

A Contemporary Look at Immigration 
March 1, 2012 - More details coming soon I FREE event 

Jewish Allian 
OF GREATER RHODE ISt:A 

Stronger together. Doing a world of 

Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 401 Elmgrove Avenue I Providence, RI 02906I401 .421 .4111 I WWW.sh 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Sunday 
Nov.13 
Temple Sinai Brotherhood 
meeting and workshop. 

"The Dark Side of Technology," 
presentation with Lt. John Reis, 
Ret.; light breakfast. 

Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave ., 
Cranston 

9:30 a.m. 

More info: 942-8350 or visit 
www.TempleSinaiRl.org 

Temple Torat Yisrael's Holiday 
Gift Fair 

Do your holiday shopping at the 
gift fair; participate in the blood 
drive. 

Swift Gym, 111 Pierce St., East 
Greenwich 

8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. - Blood 
drive; 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. - Holiday 
fair 

More info: 785-1800 

Global Day of Jewish Learning 
Teens and adults participate 
in workshops to celebrate 
our shared culture, texts and 
religion; program sponsored 
locally by Brown RISO Hillel 
and the Alliance, with support 
from the Rhode Island Board of 
Rabbis. 

Brown RISO Hillel, 80 Brown 
St., Providence 

1 :30 - 5:45 p.m., events are free 
and open to the community; 
childcare requires advance 
registration 

More info: Larry Katz, 421-4111, 
ext. 179 

Anna Sokolow: Legend and 
Legacy 

Free video lecture, 
documentary and a live 
performance of Anna Sokolow's 
"Kaddish" by the Sokolow 
Now!, The Ana Sokolow 
Contemporary Dance Company; 
question and answer session. 

Congregation Agudas Achim, 
901 North Main St., Attleboro, 
Mass. 

4-5 p.m. 

More info: 508- 222-2243 or 
office@agudasma.org 

Monday 
Nov.14 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

Topic: "Giving Thanks." JERI 
Director Susan Adler and 
Assistant Director Ethan Adler 
counsel seniors and their 
families; Ethan is also available 
for pastoral counseling. 

Brightview Commons 

57 Grandville Court, Wakefield 

1- 2 p.m. 

More info: Susan Adler, 621-
5374 or sadler@jeri@jsari.org 

Tuesday 
Nov.15 
Bestselling Author at UMass/ 
Dartmouth 

Bruce Feiler discusses 
"America's Prophet How 
Moses Shaped America. " 

Campus Center 2nd floor 
Conference Room, UMass/ 
Dartmouth, 285 Old Westport 
Road, North Dartmouth, Mass. 

2-3:15p.m. 

More info: Rabbi Jacqueline 
Satlow, 508-910-6551 or 
jsatlow@umassd.edu 

Islam in America Exhibit 
To rat Yisrael hosts an 
exploration of the lives of 
times of Muslims in the U.S; 
curator is Amir Muhammad. All 
events are free and open to the 
community. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

4 - lOp.m. 

More info: 785-1800 or rabbi@ 
toratyisrael.org 

Wednesday 
Nov. 16 
Torat Yisrael's Islam in 
America Exhibit 

9:30 a.m. - Noon; 6- 10 p.m. 

More info: See Nov. 15 Torat 
Yisrael entry 

Chabad Jewish Women of 
Rhode Island host event 

"Jewish Women: A Voyage of 
Self Discovery," with Yocheved 
Adelman, co-director of Chabad 
at UMass Amherst. 

Chabad of West Bay, 3871 Post 
Rd., Warwick 

7:30-9 p.m. 

$10/per person 

More info or RSVP: Shoshana 
at 884-4071 

Thursday 
Nov.17 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

Topic: "Schmeer and 
Schmooze." 

Congregation B'nai Israel, 224 
Prospect St., Woonsocket 

9:30- 10:30 a.m. 

More info: See Nov. 14 JERI 
entry 

Temple Emanu-EI Leisure Club 
10 a.m. - Rhode Island 
Department of Motor Vehicles 
presentation on "Refreshing 
Your Driving Skills" (and save 
some money on insurance in 

the process) 

11 a.m. - Gershon Levine will 
speak about the Jewish impact 
on American comedy. 

Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave ., 
Providence 

More info: 331-1616 

Hebrew Play is Back 
Interactive program of Hebrew 
and Israeli culture for parents 
and young children; lively 
music, books and activities; 
no knowledge of Hebrew is 
needed. For children, birth to 3; 
fees involved. 

JCC at the Alliance, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

3:30 - 4:15 p.m. on Thursdays 
through Jan. 12 

More info: 267-8821 orwww. 
hebrewplay.org 

Adoption Options 
Informational Meeting 

Come hear about available 
options. 

Jewish Family Service, 959 N. 
Main Street, Providence 

6- 7 p.m. 

More info: Peg Boyle, 331 -5437 
or peg@jfsri.org 

One Book, One Community 
Reading, Q&A and book signing 
with Anna Solomon, author of 
"The Little Bride." 

The Alliance, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: Stephanie Markoff 
Cohen, 421-4111 , ext. 108 or 
scohen@shalomri .org 

See story on page 15. 

JERI Satellite Office Hours 
Tamarisk, 3 Shalom Drive, 
Warwick 

1 :30 - 3:30 p.m. 

More info: See Nov. 14 JERI 
entry 

Torat Yisrael's Islam in 
America Exhibit 

6-10 p.m. 

More info: See Nov. 15 Torat 
Yisrael entry 

Friday 
Nov. 18 
Lunch and Learn Senior Cafe 

Topic: Celebrating November 
birthdays. 

JCC at the Alliance, Social Hall, 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

Noon - Lunch; 1 p.m. - Program 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Neal Drobnis or Lucy 
Flam at 861-8800, ext. 107 

CALENDAR 
This location hosts a meal site 

every Wednesday and Friday. 
On Wednesdays, an exercise 
class is held at 11:40 a.m. 

Learn and Lunch Senior Cafe 
Topic: Stress Reduction with 
Andrea. 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St., Warwick 

11 :15 a.m. - Program; noon -
Lunch 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info and to RSVP: Elaine 
or Steve at 732-0047 

This location hosts a meal 
site every weekday (closed 
Thursday, Nov. 24 and Friday, 
Nov. 25 for Thanksgiving) 

Saturday 
Nov.19 
"Roz Raskin and the Rice 
Cakes" 

Cafe Concert Series 
performance; live music, beer, 
wine and food. 

JCC at the Alliance, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

7:30 p.m. - Doors open; 8 p.m. -
Show starts 

$8/JCC mem-ber; $10/non
member 

More info: Stephanie Markoff 
Cohen, 421-4111, ext. 108 or 
scohen@shalomri .org 

Sunday 
Nov. 20 
Brotherhood Breakfast with 
Gina Raimondo 

Find out what General 
Treasurer Gina Raimondo has 
to say at Temple Beth-El's 
Brotherhood breakfast. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

9 a.m. 

More info: Rob Massi, 331-6070 
or rmassi@temple-beth-el.org 

Breakfast is free; donations 
will help underwrite students' 
upcoming March of the Living 
trip. 

Tuesday 
Nov. 22 
Temple Sinai's Lunch and 
Learn with Toby Koritsky 

Topic: "Women of the Bible: 
Filled with passion, power and 
purpose, what can we learn 
from these women?" Other 
sessions on this topic are held 
once each month through May 

2012. 

Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., 
Cranston 

11 a.m. - noon, bring a brown
bag lunch 

More info: 942-8350 or www. 
TempleSinaiRl.org 

Thanksgiving Interfaith 
Service 

Temple Beth-El hosts an 
interfaith event with East Side 
neighbors. Andrew Schiff, R.I. 
Community Food Bank CEO, will 
speak on "Helping the hungry 
in Rhode Island," after the 
service. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave ., Providence 

7 p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi, 331-6070 
or rmassi@temple-beth-el. 
org; please bring donation of 
canned fruits or vegetables. 

Sunday 
Nov. 27 
Touro Fraternal Association 
Goes to Foxwoods 

Buses leave Toure Hall at 10 
a.m., sharp, with second pick
up location at Exit SA off 1-95 
(park and ride lot) at 10:15 a.m. 
Buses return to Toure around 
5 p.m. 

$13 or 13 "Bagel Bucks" for 
Toure member/spouse; $15 per 
guest. Includes round-trip bus 
ride, $10 food/buffet coupon, 
$15 Keno tickets. Send in 
reservations soon; deadline is 
Nov. 17 and space is limited. 

More info: 785-0066 or www. 
tou rofraternal.org 

Monday 
Nov. 28 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

Topic: "Giving Thanks." 

Sakonnet Bay Manor, 1215 
Main Road, 

Tiverton 

10:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m. 

More info: 

See Nov. 14 JERI ent,y. 

Calendar 
Submissions 

Please note: Our next issue 
of The Voice & Herald will be 
published on Nov. 25. Please 
send calendar items fur that issue 
by Nov. 14. Calendar items fur the 
Dec. 9 issue are due by Nov. 28. 

Send all calendar items 
to nkir s ch @s halomr i. 
org with the subject line of 
"CALENDAR." 



COMMUNITY Jewish Voice c5z_,l-lerald November 11, 2011 

ADLER recognized for her work with Rhode Island's hungry and elderly residents 
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From Page 1 

who reside in nursing homes who, 
despite suffering from dementia or 
Alzheimer's disease, recognized 
and chanted the Shema when she 
and Ethan Adler, JERI's assistant 
director, led them in this year's 
Rosh Hashanah services. 

Adler spoke, too, of the empow
ering and reassuring phone call 
from Richard Licht, then JSA 
president (now chairman of the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island), one day after her life
changing diagnosis. On May 4, 
2006, she learned that she had 
breast cancer; on May 5, 2006, 
Licht told her to concentrate not 
on her work, but on her health. 
She recounted that he said, "I am 
calling you to make sure that you 
are OK ... I will not call everyday, 
but I will keep tabs on you." 

"That phone call," said Adler, 
"gave me more faith in human
ity and in the beloved agency that 
I have worked for since January 
2000." 

erty with Faith, received the award 
last year. 

That award, explained Cooper, 
is given to individuals who build 
stronger and more dynamic inter
faith relationships within the com
munity. While the recipients come 
from different faith-based back
grounds, they look beyond their 
own religious beliefs to embrace 
the shared values of caring for the 
ill, the elderly, the underserved, 
and the most vulnerable - values 
that are embodied in the world's 
major religions. 

John Barry III, secretary of 
Catholic Charities and Social 
Ministries of the Diocese of 
Providence, like Adler, received 
the Community & Faith Service 
Award, given to individuals who 
represent a social service, educa
tional or humanitarian group that 
works with the faith community. 

The Life Achievement Award 

Adler spoke movingly of her 
late father Sol Popper who was her 
"hero in faith." She sees her father's 
strength and grace reflected in the 
young and unemployed, in the old 
and underemployed, in the work
ing single mothers and in the 
families who come in to seek help 
from The Louis and Goldie Ches
ter Full Plate Kosher Food Pantry. 

RABBI WAYNE FRANKLIN and RICHARD LICHT talk at the Oct. 27 breakfast. 

- given to those who have con
tinually and consistently served 
the community from a perspective 
of faith and hope - was given to 
Bishop C . Dale White, Sister Ann 
Keefe, Father Lionel Blain and 
Rev. Dr. Sammy Vaughan. 

of Churches, continued, "Under 
Susan's leadership, senior women 
and men - many of whom have 
been all but forgotten by almost 
everyone - come to 100 Niantic 
Avenue to find not a warehouse, 
but a home. It is not easy work, 
but it is a work that is grounded 

SUSAN ADLER'S husband Steven Adler joins her at the podium. 

Reverend Dr. Donald Anderson, 
who introduced Adler and other 
heroes being honored, said, "I get 
to see Susan at work just about 
every day. The Jewish Seniors 
Agency of Rhode Island USA) 
generously offered us [the Rhode 
Island Council of Churches) one 
of their offi ces free of charge. This 
has given me a window on the 
amazing work that Susan and her 
staff do every day." 

Anderson, executjve mjnister 
of Rhode Island State Council 

in a faith tradition that calls for 
this kind of response to genuine 
human need. It is an authentic 
representation of a faith in action. 
From the senior center to the food 
pantry, people from many walks of 
life and faith traditions have found 
an oasis. What once was the cor
porate offices of an international 
jewelry giant, now hones gems of 
a different kind that shine brighter 
and are of more infinite value that 
the most precious gold. As each 
of us age, may we be fortunate 

enough to find a Susan Adler to 
guard our dignity and honor our 
humanity." 

Adler's boss, JSA's Executive 
Director Paul Barrette, who wasn't 
able to attend the breakfast, later 
told The JV&H, "Susan is always a 
pleasure to work with; she's a most 
deserving recipient of the award. 
You couldn't ask for a more dedi
cated and committed employee 

"May we be 
fortunate to ftnd 
a Susan Adler to 

guard our dignity." 

who believes in the mission and 
value of helping seniors through
out our community." 

In a later interview, Marty 
Cooper, director of the Alliance's 
community relations council, con
curred with Anderson. "Susan's 

ability to reach 
_. ...... ....,--.._..., out and touch 

those in need 
- whether they 

■'?'""'"""'==, are Jewish or 
not, men or 
women, young 

'------ or old - is an 

extraordinary gift to the Rhode 
Island community. Jewish Seniors 
Agency clients and those who 
come to get food at The Louis and 
Goldie Chester Full Plate Kosher 
Food Pantry are blessed to have 
Adler at the helm. She doesn't 
care if you are an observant Jew or 
a lapsed Catholic. She sees people 
in need and she moves to address 
that need. 

"She works with devoted staff 
and a host of dedicated volunteers 
who support her in helping people 
in need," said Cooper. 

In her comments to a diverse 

wwwjvhri.org 

audience of more than 260 people 
- including approximately two 
dozen members of the Jewish 
community - Adler said, "All the 
people who come to The Full Plate 
or who get food delivered are our 
heroes - they have the courage to 
ask for help. We give them the 
faith that someone will be there to 
help." 

She recognized and thanked 
many in the audience, including 
her "JSA family" of staff and lay 
leaders; the Alliance; her family: 
her husband Steven and their chil
dren Joshua and Shoshana; and 
fellow Temple Am David congre-
gants. 

Others who received awards 
from the Rhode Island State 
Council of Churches were Imam 
Farid Ansari, resident Imam of the 
Muslim American Dawah Center 
of Rhode Island; Rev. Santiago 
Rodriguez, an ordained minis
ter of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America; and Rodri
guez's wife, Kelia Medina Rodri
guez, who founded a community 
school. They received the Inter
faith Award, given to individuals 
working to improve interfaith rela
tionships and promote interfaith 
understanding throughout Rhode 
Island. Anderson noted that 
Maxine Richman, whose efforts 
and conviction to help reduce pov
erty through the Rhode Island 
Interfaith Coalition to Fight Pov-

Rev. Betsy Garland received 
the Stewardship Award and the 
Right Reverend Geralyn Wolf 
received the Faith Leader of the 
Year Award. 

Jeffrey K. Savit, president and 
chief executive officer of the Alli
ance, commended Adler on her 
award. "Yasher koach to Susan. She 
represents what our Jewish com
munity is all about - caring for the 
elderly and vulnerable among us, 
and offering them grace, respect 
and dignity at all times of their 
lives." 

Adler is a wise and thought
ful administrator of the funds 
JSA receives from the Alliance's 
Annual Community Campaign, 
said Savit. This fiscal year, Jewish 
Eldercare of Rhode Island will 
receive $55,000; The Full Plate 
will receive $22,500 and the To 
Life Adult Day Center will receive 
$6,000 for nutritious kosher meals, 
he said. 

For more information about Jewish 
Seniors Agency, visit wwwjsari.org, 
emailjsa@jsari.org or call 351-4750. 

For more information about the 
Annual Community Campaign, con
tact Ellen Chernack at 421-4111 or 
ellenchernack@gmail.com. 

One happy advertiser says ... 
Thank vou all at The Voice & H erald fo r the great job you 
did with our ad in a n..-ccnt Bar/Bat Mit"T.\'ah issue. Thanks 
to the ad, I got a phone L"all from my !,rirtfriend'... cousin to 
price up some menus - ,;he re<.."t>gnized my picn1rc in the 
ad. That's why we have this opportunity to bid for the job. 
Also, at least three or four people ha"1~ come up to me at our 
synagogue to compliment me on the ad. So thank )'OU for 
your help :md guidance and a joh wdl done. 

Sandy Ross 
F wnr Coord1n,1tar, Lo,,,/ //,.ra. Catrnng 

40/ -5!4-59]S. "\1,1 loet1IJ,~ro,.:ulerii1g'-·•>m 
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What makes a Jewish mother? 
One teen captures the 

essence of 
Jewish motherhood' 

BY HANNAH ZUIUER 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

EWISH MOTHER 
oes not need children. 

She does not need to 
e Jewish. She need 

not even be female. All a Jewish 
mother needs is the ability to 
induce guilt, an intrinsic knowl
edge of everyone else's business, 
and a pathological fear for her 
family's safety whenever they are 
not within three inches of her 
nose. 

A well-timed sigh, a private 
conversation butted into; a sleep
less night while her child is at a 
sleepover; these are essential ways 
in which every Jewish mother 
improves the life of her family and 
makes sure the family knows that 
she is doing so. 

Guilt in the hands of a Jewish 
mother is a dangerous weapon, a 
tool of psychological manipula
tion. A heavy, mournful sigh is far 
more effective at getting one's way 
than either bribery or threats. A 
Jewish mother never seeks a mate
rial reward for her tireless efforts 
to run a happy home and raise per
fect children. But she does want 
her efforts to be acknowledged 
and maybe rewarded, though 
never because she asked for this. 

Even if a Jewish mother does 
not know how her efforts have 
been overlooked, if her child hears 
her sigh, he or she will see to it 
that she receives proper gratitude. 
Her goal is to demonstrate to all 
and sundry how tired she is and 
how hard she works (never to 
take a nap or put her feet up). If 
a room is a touch too warm, the 
thermostat will practically lower 
itself upon hearing her sigh. If her 
son does not call, if her daughter is 

courted by the wrong man, if the 
neighbor's dog digs up the garden, 
a guilt-ridden sigh will automati
cally shift the situation in her 
favor. After all, she does so much 
- and asks for nothing in return. 

A Jewish mother's family is per
fect. It is the other people who are 
flawed. To minimize the influ
ence of society on her unblem
ished children, a Jewish mother 
must know every detail about 
everyone else's life. The best way 
to accomplish this is to find an 
ongoing conversation that might 
have some relevance to her family 
and weasel her way in. A Jewish 
mother cannot let the world think 
untruths about her family, so it is 
best for them to never be discussed 
without her participation in the 
conversation. Unless, of course, 

"A Jewish mother 
has a perfect 

family with perfect 
children in a 

perfect home." 

the family's endless virtue is being 
expounded upon, in which case 
the mother need only insert a few 
helpful comments that merely 
allude to the family's principal 
merits. 

The Jewish mother is aware that 
no one can be trusted, so know
ing all about everyone else is the 
best way to make sure her chil
dren's perfection is well-known. 
This knowledge may also come in 
handy for gossiping with neigh
bors or arranging the children's 
marriages. 

Inevitably, the cruel world 
out there will leave its mark on 
a Jewish mother's children. She 
knows she cannot prevent this; 
they have to go outside the house 
at some point. Her only defense 

\ The Yarn Outlet 

ONSElECltD 

NORO AND DEBBIE BLISS YA 

NOROIRO 
Chunky hand-dyed wool-silk blend 

NORO KOCHORAN 
Chunky quick-to-knit wool, 5ilk and angora blend 

DEBBIE BLISS CASHMERINO DI 
Machine washable ca5hmere blend 

While you are here, . . take advantage of other great 
discounts on yarns and accessories throughout the store!! 
Store Hours 
Monday - Friday 9:00-4:30 
Saturday 11 :00 - 5:00 

SO Division Stre€t 
Pawtucket. RI 02860 
722-5660 

against the gradual corruption of 
her children by the outside world 
is to worry. A Jewish mother will 
worry about how her children are 
doing at school - only socially, of 
course; her children are so smart 
that bad grades are the school's 
fault; and athletics never helped 
anyone anyway. She will worry 
if they leave the house for an 
extended period, be it for a play 
date, a sleepover or to attend col
lege. A Jewish mother will never 
sleep comfortably if her children 
are not also under the same roof 
- preferably within earshot. She 
will never feel warm unless her 
children are shrouded in layers 
upon layers of warm clothes. She 
will never feel full unless her chil
dren are so well-fed that they can 
hardly move. A Jewish mother 
will never stop worrying until her 
children agree to move back in 
with her and raise the grandkids 
her way. 

Jewish mothers are not merely 
child-rearing Semitic females, 
they are a breed apart. Their pri
mary function is to raise perfect 
children, run a perfect home, and 
make sure everyone knows it. 
They are masters of the guilty sigh, 
encyclopedias of other people's 
secrets, and anxious to the point 
of health risk. A Jewish mother 
has a perfect family with perfect 
children in a perfect home. How
ever, sometimes the outside world 
insists on raining on this parade, 
and the Jewish mother can only 
use her arsenal of guilt, nosiness 
and worrying to protect her chil
dren from cold, cruel reality. 

Hannah Zurier, a junior at Clas
sical High School, resides in Provi
dence with her parents, Sam and 
Lauren Zurier. She wrote a slightly 
different versirm of this essay, one of 
a series of weekly ersays, for her AP 
English class. She also attends Harry 
Elkin Midrasha High School. Crm
tact her at hszurier@gmail.com. 

ROBERT " BOB" SILVERMAN a nd his grandson COOPER SOCK 

From Papa to grandson, 
the shof ar blasts 

BY SHARON SOCK 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

SOMETIMES IT IS 
good when history repeats 
itself For more than 15 
years, my father Robert 

"Bob" Silverman has been the 
official High Holy Days shofar 
blower at Temple Am David. 
Our children - Kevin, 15; Reese, 8; 
and Cooper, 6 - and my husband 
and I have always enjoyed watching 
my father, the kids' Papa, blow the 
shofar. In fact, they always make 
sure to get front-row seats at Am 
David to watch. Papa began teach
ing Reese and Cooper to blow the 
shofar about two years ago, as they 
had shofars at home, and both boys 
could practice. 

Cooper took a special liking to 
it - he'd begin almost every day at 
5 or 6 a.m. by sounding the shofar. 
He spent many afternoons practic
ing and I often had to take it from 
him at night so he could go to sleep . 

Recognizing that Cooper had a 
talent, my dad took extra time with 
him with shofar practice. Cooper 
became obsessed with making his 
"Teki'ah G' do/ah" as long as possible. 

My father, who uses his very 
large shofar from Israel for 
the High Holy Days, recently 
bought a large shofar for Cooper. 
Cooper's eyes lit up and he said, 
"Now I have a shofar just like 

In early September, Cantor Rich
ard Perlman and my father decided 
to ask Cooper to blow the shofar on 
the bimah with his Papa. Cooper 
couldn't wait - his shofar prac
tice went into "overdrive." Cantor 
Perlman said, "I am always moved 
when I listen to people as they speak 
of the wonderful memories they 
cherish and hold onto from child
hood. This year, I felt chills down 
my spine as I witnessed L'dorva-dor 
- a grandchild (the next genera
tion) creating beautiful sounds and 
memories of the blast of the shofar 
with his grandfather. That vision 
and moment was, is and always will 
be priceless." 

The congregation stood as the 
cantor called out the notes. Two 
shofars sound in unison. My father 
said, "I was so excited I could hardly 
get the shofar notes out myself. I 
am happy knowing that when I am 
ready to retire as the shofar blower, 
I can hand that to Cooper." 

When I was young, I would often 
awaken at 5 a.m. to hear my father 
practicing shofar blasts. Now, I hear 
my youngest son practicing, also at 
5 a.m. This year, the shofar's sounds 
were just a little bit sweeter. 

Visit YouTube "Little Shu.for 
Blower• or "Little Boy Big Shu.for.• 

Contact Sharrm Sock at sharon. 
sock@yahoo.com. 
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Is immortality this Yorn Kippur's outcome? 
A lost and found plea 

BY WILLIAM (BILL) MILES 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

Y M KIPPUR IS not 
upposed to be about 
mmortality. We dwell 
n our misdeeds of the 

past year, and we soon become 
hungry. If we think beyond break
ing the fast, our timeline is not 
supposed go beyond one more 
(lunar) year: "From this Yorn 
Kippur until next Yorn Kippur," as 
the traditional liturgy goes. Sure, 
we Jews have this vague notion of 
heaven and an afterlife. But that's 
not the same as extending our life 
span ad infinitum in this world. 

Call me morbid, but on those 
very occasional moments during 
services (during the High H oly 
Days or on Shabbat) when my 
mind wanders from the main act 
on the bimah, I touch my beauti
ful tallit and think about my death. 
Huh? It's a beautiful tallit, one that 
my beautiful wife selected from 
many other beautiful tallitot at a 
not-so-beautiful ultra-Orthodox 
outlet in Jerusalem 17 years ago. 
It is black-and-white and extra 
large. Why should such a won
derful memento of our six-month 
sojourn in the Holy City and of 
our 26-year-old marriage, trigger 
thoughts of death? 

That's easy: Because a Jew's 
prayer shawl is supposed to become 
his funeral shroud. That which we 
carry into the synagogue to wear 
during services in our lifetime is 
the same garment that is wrapped 
around us as we are placed in our 
casket, and thereafter lowered into 
our grave. My father was buried 
that way, my grandfather, too. So 
my tallit has reminded me, among 
other things, of our last move 

J 
Atfomt')'Gau.'ml 1993-Jm 

• Criminal Defense 
• Personal Injury/Serious Accidents 
• Civil and Business litigation 
• Divorce/Family Law 
• Probate/Estate Planning 
• Real Estate 

Attorneys 
JEFFREY B. PI NE 

BRIAN G. Go, 1>\TEIN 

321 South Main St. · Suite 302 
Providence, RI • 401.35 I .8200 

Summit Plaza • 231 Old Tower Rd. 
Wakefield. RI· 401.788.9100 
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together. 
During musaf on Yorn Kippur I 

took a bathroom break. You're not 
supposed to enter impure places 
like the men's room with a tallit, 
so there are hooks just outside 
the restroom. This being the Big 
Day, and musaf a popular time for 
a body break, all the hooks were 
taken. Even outside the women's 
bathroom, tallitot were already 
hanging off the hooks. Except for 
the middle one. I carefully draped 
my tallit there and repeated to 
myself: "the middle one." At the 
nearby cubbyholes, a local doc was 
talking to himself, out loud and 
in an exasperated tone, as he per
formed a non-medical scan of the 
area: "Someone took my tallit," he 
muttered, until he found his. 

"The middle one," I repeated to 
myself. "The middle hook." Only 
then did I enter the men's room. 

Only a few minutes elapsed 
before I returned to retrieve my 
funeral shroud - I mean my prayer 
shawl. You guessed it - the middle 
hook was empty! A blue-and-white 
tallit occupied the right hook. On 
the left hook hung a black-and
white tallit. "Well," I thought to 
myself, "mine must have slipped 
off, and a good Jew returned it to 
the first available hook." 

But the tallit did not feel right. 
The Hebrew writing along the 
neckline appeared to take up less 
space. The shoulder-to-foot length 
seemed a tad short. My wife con
firmed my Day-of-Judgment sus
picion. This was not the tallit she 
had bought me nearly two decades 
ago in Yerushalayim. 

The stand-in we carefully put 
aside. 

be buried in my tallit. My tallit 
is gone. Therefore, I cannot be 
buried. Nor may I be cremated, 
as such would violate halakhah 
0ewish law). Until conditions 
permit my burial, I cannot die. 
Such is my eternal bonus from 
attending this year's Yorn Kippur 
services at Temple Emanu-EI. 

Although the Yorn Kippur 
mix-up has, according to this logic, 
conferred upon me immortality, if 
you happen to have attended ser
vices at Emanu-El, own a large 
black-and-white tallit, and took 
a bathroom break during musaf, 
would you mind doing a double
check of your tallit bag's contents? 

Sukkot in Providence 

I'll gladly give up my immortality 
in a tallit swap. 

Bill Miles, a resident of Seekonk, 
Mass., teaches at Northeastern Uni
versity in Boston and is a "1his I 
Believe-Rhode Island" essayist. Con
tact him at b.miles@neu.edu or 508-
336-9524 if you find his tallit! 

So, until any of the rabbis con
tradict me, this I believe: A Jewish 
man is supposed to be buried in his 
tallit. I am a Jewish man. I need to 

MENDEL LAUFER, left, Mushka Laufer, Yosef Laufer and Rabbi Yossi Laufer with 
a traveling Sukkah on Wheels on Monday, Oct. 17 in downtown Providence. 

SAVE MONEY ON YOUR HEATING 
COSTS THIS WINTER 

Heating System Tune Ups 

Winterize your AC 
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Wine and Food ... 
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Obama: Good for the Jews or had for the Jews? 

History professor 
admits to a quandary 

BY NANCY K.J RSCII 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

SCHENECTADY, N.Y. - Par
ents' Weekend at Union College 
offered Hillel brunch attendees the 
opportunity to hear the Henry and 
Sally Schaffer Professor of Holo
caust and Jewish Studies Stephen 
M. Berk speak on "Obama: Good 
for the Jews? Bad for the Jews?" 

As a native of"the golden land of 
Brooklyn," Berk disclosed that he 
has a "gene that codes for Demo
crats. It's difficult to vote for Repub
licans." It was no surprise that Berk, 
an historian who holds a doctorate 
from Columbia University, began 
his Oct. 30 talk with a brief history 
lesson. 

Until Woodrow Wilson's time, 
Jews overwhelmingly voted Repub
lican, with some Lower East Side 
Jews voting for Socialists. Wilson's 
commitment to the Balfour Decla
ration and taking on big business 
attracted Jewish voters, as did New 
York Governor Al Smith's progres
sive stances and President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt's anti-fascist atti
tudes and hiring young Jewish law
yers into government practice. 

Ninety percent of Jewish voters 
voted for FDR during his presi
dential elections; in contrast, 
Dwight Eisenhower garnered 40 
percent and Ronald Reagan cap
tured between 30 and 35 percent of 
Jewish voters, respectively, in their 
presidential elections. 

In 2008, 78 percent of Jewish 
voters went for Obama; but, Berk 
predicted, if the election were held 
today, only 58 to 65 percent of 
Jewish voters would vote for him. 
While Obama will capture New 
York, reduced Jewish support could 
be significant in Florida, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania. 

WHAT m:'s DONE WRONG 

• Obama went to Cairo, but not 
to Israel. 

Visiting Cairo, but not Israel, 
was problematic, as was Obama's 
speech in Cairo. His speech missed 
the point by some 3,000 years, said 
Berk, by linking the rights to the 
Jewish homeland to the Holocaust. 
By ignoring ancient, pre-Holocaust 
history, Berk believes Obama 
played into the hands of sophisti
cated anti-Zionists who say, 'Yes, 
the Holocaust happened, but Euro
peans made it happen. Why should 
Israel be [foisted] upon Arabs?' His 
call for the cessation of settlements 
was also troublesome; in 17 years of 
repeated negotiations with Israel, 
Yassar Arafat never once identified 
that as a precondition for negotia
tions. H ow, he asked, can Palestin
ians take a position on the issue that 
is more moderate than Obama's? 

• Benjamin Netanyahu 
Obama failed to pose for a photo 

with Netanyahu, he abruptly left 
their meeting and his staff escorted 
Netanyahu out a back-door of the 

White House - examples of appall
ingly bad behavior. As a diplomat 
who needs access to the White 
H ouse, Ambassador Michael Oren 
can't speak frankly about those 
issues, but, Berk said, the Israeli 
press can accurately portray Israelis' 
views on the matter. 

Hillary Clinton's blistering 
response to the announcement 
by Israel that it would build new 
settlements after Vice President 
Joe Eiden visited Israel and harsh 
statements by American govern
ment officials about Netanyahu 
may reinforce the "bad chemistry" 
between Obama and Netanyahu. 

THE GOOD NEWS 

•More bombs 
Obama, said Berk, has done what 

the second President Bush didn't 
do: Transfer more bunker-busting 
bombs to Israel than any other U.S. 
administration. 

• Obama at the U.N. 
Oba.ma's speech last Septem

ber before the United Nations was 
"superb," he said. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, 

CHALLENGES RE~WN 

• Nuclear issues loom large 
Hezbollah and Hamas are prob

lems, but the existential issue is 
keeping Iran from acquiring nuclear 
weaponry. If Iran, the world's major 
sponsor of terrorism, gets nuclear 
weaponry, Saudi Arabia will buy 
and Egypt will build them, which 
will lead to nuclear proliferation. 

Are Obama's policies most 
effective in keeping weapons from 
Iran? "Mention Neville Chamber
lain," said Berk, "and most people 
remember him for his appeasement 
of Hitler." Few recall that Cham
berlin urged social welfare for poor 
British citizens before World War 
II. 

Obama has achieved some suc
cesses: Osama bin Laden's death 
and invading Libya. 

"Whatever he accomplishes will 
not be remembered if, under his 
watch, Iran acquires nuclear weap
ons." 

• Don't ignore domestic issues 
Issues other than Israel concern 

many American Jews, of course. It's 
a disgrace, said Berk, that 46 mil
lion Americans don't have adequate 
medical care - in the world's richest 
nation. Are Obama's policies best? 
Is there another way? 

More than 9 percent of our 
nation's population is unemployed; 
education and ecology are also in 
need of reform - are Obama's ideas 
best? 

Admitting to "a multitude of 
sins" and "not [being] a waffler," 
Berk couldn't answer the question: 
Obama: Good for the Jews? Bad for 
the Jews? 

Should he win, Obama will 
have more flexibility to apply post
election pressure on Israel; Hillary 
Clinton and others, such as Mary
land's Governor Martin O'Malley 
(watch for him as a D emocratic 
candidate for the White House in 
2016, said Berk) must remain prag-

PROFESSOR STEPHEN BERK 
/ Professor Stephen Berk 

matic. 

for that genocide. It's chutzpah .. . 
Who the hell does he [Turkish 
Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan] 
think he is?" 

The engaging Berk, who said 
that he is not a "right-wing fruit
cake" despite his Union College 
colleagues' beliefs that he is, calls 
Mitt Romney the only viable GOP 
presidential candidate. Appalled at 
the ad hominem attacks on Rom
ney's religion, he urged parents and 
students, "Don't let his Mormon
ism [influence] your choices." 

Egypt's vi rulently anti-Semitic, 
anti-Israel, anti-Zionist Muslim 
Brotherhood deeply worries him. 
Early 20th-century Russian his
tory proves that victory goes to the 
best-funded, best-organized and 
best-led party- in Egypt, that's the 
Muslim Brotherhood. 

Berk, not a one-issue voter, is in 
a quandary. He was asked, "Who 
would you vote for if it were Elec
tion Day?" 

During a question-and-answer 
session, he expressed outrage at the 
Clinton administration's failure to 
stop Rwandan massacres, and the 

Turkish government's demands for 
an apology from Israel for the G aza 
flotilla. "The Turkish government 
murdered 1,000,000 Armenians 
and never accepted responsibility 

"I'd hold my nose and vote for 
Obama. But between now and 
then, who knows?" 

Visit www.profitephenberk.com. 
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Send Hanukkah greetings 
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the Nov. 25 issue of 

The Jewish Voice &... Herald. 

g 
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Local educators honored by the Alliance 
Teacher creativity 

and teaching 
excellence are at core 

Bv DIANE CEREP 

dcerep@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Two local 
teachers recently received teacher 
creativity and teaching excellence 
awards from the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island. 

Elisheva Bielory of the Provi
dence Hebrew Day School 
(PHDS) received the Edward 
and Florence Goldberg Award, 
for exemplary classroom projects, 
lessons and teaching materials. 
Bielory finds a way to make study-

"l enter my 
dassroom with 

sacred tasks that 
now go beyond 

curriculum." 

ing basic, Jewish general knowl
edge exciting. 

Her seventh and eighth grade 
students researched and designed 

SUANNE FRIED-GOODMAN 

cards with information and activi
ties. The cards were put onto cereal 
boxes for children to read while 
eating their breakfasts and to use 
in carnival booths. Parents and 
students at PHDS received black
and-white versions of the card and 
were able, for a small fee, to buy 
the cereal box cards in color. The 
students chose to donate the proj
ect's proceeds to Chai Lifeline, a 
Jewish organization for children 
with cancer. 

SuAnne Fried-Goodman at 
Temple Sinai received the Lea 
Eliash Memorial Teacher Award. 
Veteran teacher Eliash, who 
served our community for more 
than 50 years, demonstrated great 
dedication to Jewish teaching and 
excellence in her craft. This award 
is the Rhode Island affiliate of the 
Grinspoon-Steinhardt Awards for 
Excellence in Jewish Education, 
to recognize Jewish educators 
in communities across North 
America. This year, 44 Jewish 

Snowbirds: Don't miss an issue of The Jewish Voice & Herald 
PROVIDENCE - If you don't 
want to miss a single issue of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald, let 
us know your winter address 
- before you relocate to your 
wintertime abode. That way, we 
will have up-to-date informa
tion about where to send you 
your copy of The Jewish Voice 

& Herald, each issue of which is 
filled with news, stories, simchas 
and more . 

Thank you! 
Contact Nancy Kirsch (nkirsch@ 

shalomri.org or 421-4111, ext. 168 
- emails are preferred!) with the rel
evant information - the start and 
stop dates and the winter address. 

Robin Kall moderates 
'The Little Bride' evening 

Book opens a 
window 

into the past 
Bv VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - The Yiddish 
proverb, "Man plans and God 
laughs" could easily apply to the 
fictional protagonist of Anna Sol
omon's book, The Little Bride." 

On Thursday, Nov. 17, at 7:30 
p.m., the community is invited to 
a free book-reading, book-signing 
and question-and-answer session 
with Solomon at the JCC at the 
Alliance. 

Robin Kall, creator and host of 
Reading with Robin, a radio talk 
show for authors, readers and the 
books they love, will moderate the 
program. 

"This Russian woman has 
the idea that she'll marry some 
wealthy man in New York City 
or Baltimore and live a great life," 

said Stephanie Markoff Cohen, 
the Alliance staffer organizing the 
event. "Instead, she ends up mar
rying an ultra-Orthodox 
man who lives on a farm 
in South Dakota." The 
story describes what 
happens to this young 
woman - how she 
adapts and finds her
self, Markoff Cohen 
said, being careful to 
not "give away the 
plot." 

after Googling herself - and dis
covering another Anna Solomon, 
who had been a Jewish pioneer 

in Arizona, she explained. 
"I'm not 
a history 
buff and 
I often 
d o n ' t 
remember 
historical 
facts, but I 
am always 
fascinated 
by the way 
people lived 

different 

In a phone inter
view, Solomon said 
that she hadn't 
known there were 
Jewish pioneers or 
Jewish mail order _______ .,;., For more 

brides. The highly fictional-
ized story of one young woman's 
life experiences in the 1880s, 
depicts the story of Minna, who 
wanted to escape both her mis
tress and the increasing pogroms 
in Odessa. 

Solomon came to the material -

reading and signing, contact Stepha
nie Markoff Cohen at 421-4111, 
ext. 108 or scohen@shalomri.org. 1he 
book, available at the Alliance and at 
local bookstores, is SJ 5. 

wwwJvhri.org 

STUDENTS IN ELISHEVA BIELORY'S class 

educators from 36 communities 
across the continent were 
honored as recipients of the 2011 
Grinspoon-Steinhardt Awards for 
Excellence in Jewish Education. 

Fried-Goodman's philosophy 
is clear: "Today, I enter my class
room with sacred tasks that now 
go beyond curriculum: To help 
them (the students] understand 
how to come and remain commu
nity... that the students will see 
for themselves it is OK to be dif
ferent and still like yourself ... they 
learn ... how to be comfortable ... 
on the bimah when 'their moment' 
arrives." 

She was nominated by Leonore 
Sones, now retised from her posi
tion as Sinai's Religious School 
educational director. "SuAnne is 

, 
t/ 6: I teacher student -ratio A ., 

t/ Extraordinary ' 
facul\ ~ curriculum 

the most innovative and eclectic 
teacher I know. She has brought 
honor to Temple Sinai Religious 
School by handing down the 
knowledge and ethical values of 
Judaism to her students, to our 
parents and to us, her colleagues," 
said Sones. "We have all learned 
do much from SuAnne over these 
14 years." 

This year, the Alliance will 
again offer the Lea Eliash Memo
rial Teacher Award and the Jenny 
Klein Memorial Teacher Award. 

Diane Cerep is the Creativity 
Center coordinator at the Jewish Alli
ance of Greater Rhode Island. 

To nom£nate a teacher or far more 
£nformation, contact her at dcerep@ 
shalomri.org or 421-4111, ext. 182. 

w T H EWHEELERSCHOOL 

OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 9 A.M. - NOON 

216 Hope Street, Providence, RI 01906-2~46 

PHON E: 401.421.8100 W EB: WWW.WH6l:.ll:.RSCH QOL.ORG 

NOTICE OF NONOISCRIMlNATION POLICY The Wl',fflei S<hool °"'" not d1w1,nm•te ol'I t""" iw~ll of r,1,.~. coloo 
u,-. 1tllgion. n•uon•I ongm. 1•Ku•I 0<1t"nt,Uion 0< d,~b,hty ,n the ~n111'1nt••1ton of 1u edu,,_•toon•I . ..-:lr,,,.,IQ"' 
and f1n.tl'lc•al ••d oohuei. l.t(Ulty and 1t.1ff re,c;rultment ,1nd hmng pol•t>f'!., .ih1e1,u 01' othf'f ptoq,..,.,, Of ..:t,"'1"'"\ 

.tdm,nlne1edby1heXhool 
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Desserts galore from Ledgemont's chefs 
When the weather 
outside is frigh-tful, 

bake up a storm 
Bv VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

voicehera/d@shalomri.org 

SEEKONK, Mass. - Sometimes, 
you just have to indulge. To that 
end, we asked the chefs at Ledge
mont Country Club - a place 
known for plenty of summertime, 
if not wintertime, fun with golf, 
tennis and swimming. Executive 
Chef Richard Kunsch and Execu
tive Sous Chef Lauren Campbell 
graciously offered us this quartet 
of desserts - a little fruit, a little 
chocolate and a good portion of 
indulgence! 

Andrew and Sandy 
401.524 .5928 

Jewish cooking 
with a distinctive flair 

For all your special occasions 

sandy@localherocatering .com 

www.localherocatering .com 

Pumpkin bread pudding 
Makes 10 -12 servings. 

Ingredients 

1 tablespoon unsalted butter 
1 cup sour cream 
1 cup half-and-half 
1 cup heavy cream 
6 large eggs 
5 tablespoons granulated sugar 
1/2 cup light brown sugar 
1 tablespoon minced fresh 

ginger 
2 teaspoons cinnamon 
1/2 teaspoon nutmeg 
2 tablespoons vanilla extract 
2-and-1 /2 cups canned pump-

kin 
4 cups white bread, cubed into 

1/2-inch pieces 
1/4 cup 'Sugar in the Raw' 
2 cups white chocolate anglaise 

sauce, if desired 

Method 

Preheat oven to 300 and lightly 
spray a 12-cup baking dish with 
cooking spray. 

In a large bowl, whisk together 
the sour cream, half-and-half, 
heavy cream, granulated sugar, 
brown sugar, pumpkin, ginger, 
cinnamon, nutmeg and vanilla. 
Add bread cubes and allow the 
mixture to soak for 15 minutes. 

Pour mixture into prepared 
baking dish. Sprinkle top with 
Sugar in the Raw and bake in 
center of oven for 60 to 75 min
utes, until mixture is firm in the 
center. 

Remove from the oven and cool 
on a wire rack for a few minutes. 

Cut into squares and serve with 
white chocolate anglaise sauce, if 
desired. 

White chocolate anglaise 
sauce 

Ingredients 

6 ounces heavy cream 

something special every weekday night 
( ttsesP r'1P0 s trF- av;:i l;ihle 1n ;idci t1on too ir req1J!;ir rl1nnPr mrnui 

rue bake friday 
r l,i!T'1h .. 1~, ,t, ci 1,1r1c,n.--,,:i 

•• 11 ,1 f, '--.IJlj.lll 

Rue De L'Espoir 

/ ledgemont Country Club 

PUMPKIN BREAD PUDDING 

2 ounces white chocolate chips 
1-and-1/2 cups vanilla pudding 
2 tablespoons whiskey 

Method 

Place chocolate chips in a small 
mixing bowl. 

In a small pan bring heavy cream 
to a boil. Pour over chocolate chips 
and stir until completely melted. 
Whisk in pudding, then add whis
key and stis to incorporate. 

Apples Calvados with raisins 
Makes 4 servings. 

Ingredients 

4 Granny Smith apples (or other 
cooking apple) 

1/3 cup Calvados 
1/4 cup unsalted butter 
1/2 cup brown sugar 
2 teaspoons cinnamon 
Pinch of ginger 
Pinch of nutmeg 
1/3 cup apple cider (mixed with 

1 tablespoon flour) 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
6 waffles (recipe follows} 

Method 

Peel, core and slice apples into 
1/8-inch slices, submerge in cold 
water with 1 tablespoon of lemon 
juice to keep them from browning. 
Drain thoroughly and pat apples 
dry before cooking. 

Place a large skillet with butter 
over medium high heat, add apples 
and saute for 3 - 5 minutes until 
they begin to caramelize. Add 
Calvados, brown sugar and spices, 
burn off alcohol and reduce by 
half. Add cider and flour mix
ture, and vanilla and return to a 

boil. Reduce heat and simmer for 
a minute. 

Place hot waffle in the center of 
a serving plate or bowl, top with 
ice cream, pour over apples and 
serve immediately. 

Waffles 
Makes 6 waffles. 

Ingredients 

1/4 cup butter 
1-and-1/2 cups all-purpose fl our 
1 tablespoon sugar 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
l -and-1/2 cups milk 
3 large eggs, separated and at 

room temperature 
2 ounces chopped walnuts, 

optional 

Method 

Preheat waffle iron. 
Melt butter over low heat, pour 

into a small mixing bowl and cool 
slightly. 

Combine flour, sugar, baking 
powder and salt in a bowl. 

Beat milk into butter first, then 
add the egg yolks. 

Add dry ingredients into wet 
ones, and stir until just moistened, 
add walnuts, if using. 

In a small bowl, whisk egg 
whites until stiff peaks form, fold 
into batter and rest batter for 10 
minutes. 

Spray waffle iron with non-stick 
spray, fill 3/4-full with batter, close 
and cook 4-5 minutes until steam 
subsides. 

Cook in batches until all the 
batter is completed. 

SustainableCoffee.com 
$(Off "Just Roasted" Coffee of the Day § a FREE CUP with Every Pound 

All Coffee - roasted to order - on the premises 
FREE SHIPPI G* 

100% Fair Trade Organic Coffee 
Serving Coffee on Wickcndcn Strccl for 27 )l!an, 

•Jlt, \.Im 

207 WkAe,,deriSt l'ruvidrnC'c. RI 02903 •./()/.J7J-J/98ur /-Si;-C,~fle<·-./ 

wwwjvhri.prg 

FOOD 

Rustic pear, apple 
and cranberry tart 

with spiced walnuts 
This recipe requires some 

advance planning, as part of it 
must be made at least 24 hours 
before you plan to serve it! 

Makes 6 - 8 servings. 

Ingredients 

4 pears, halved, cored and peeled 
1 quart pear or apple juice 
3/4 cup sugar 
2 cups Zinfandel wine 
1 stick butter 
2 red cooking apples, with the 

skin on, diced into 1/4-inch pieces 
2 Granny Smith apples, with the 

skin on, diced into 1/4-inch pieces 
1/2 cup sugar 
1/ 8 teaspoon cinnamon 
1/ 8 teaspoon nutmeg 
4 tablespoons flour 
1 tablespoon vanilla 
1/2 cup dried cranberries 
1 cup pear brandy 
l -and-1/3 cups flour 
4 ounces sliced cold butter 
1 tablespoon sugar 
1/4 cup ice water 
spiced walnuts (recipe follows} 

Method 

In a large pot, place juice, sugar, 
wine and pears. Slightly simmer 
pears until fork tender, but not 
falling apart, about 30 minutes. 

The pears must remain in poach
ing liquid overnight to soak up the 
color and flavor of the wine. 

To make the apple filling, take 
a large saute pan; melt butter over 
medium high heat. 

In a mixing bowl, toss diced 
apples in sugar, cinnamon, nutmeg 
and flour. 

Add to saute pan and stir con
stantly. Cook until apples are 
cooked al dente. 

Off the flame, add vanilla, 
cranberries and brandy. Carefully 
return to flame and ignite to cook 
off alcohol. Place mixture in a 
mixing bowl and set aside to cool. 

The next day, make the crust by 
placing the flour, butter and sugar 
into the bowl of a food processor 
equipped with a metal blade. 

Pulse mixture until a coarse 
meal texture is achieved, approxi
mately one minute. Slowly add 
ice water, a little at a time, until 
dough forms into a ball. Remove 
and place on floured surface. 

Roll dough to a 1/8-inch thick
ness, about 12 inches in diameter. 
Carefully place rolled dough onto 
a ceramic pizza stone. 

Leaving about 1-and-1/2 to 
2-inches around the edge of the 
dough, place the cold apple filling 
on the dough. 

Arrange the eight pear halves 
on top of the filling about 1 inch 
in from the edge. Fold the dough 
over the edges of the filling to 
create the rustic piecrust, being 
careful not to cover the pears. 

Bake on the pizza stone in a 375 
oven until crust is golden, about 20 
- 30 minutes. 

Serve with ice cream or whipped 

HIGH -FAT, page 17 
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HIGH-FAT yields high flavor desserts 
If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

From Page 16 

cream and accompany with spiced 
walnuts. 

Spiced walnuts 

Ingredients 

1/4 cup honey 
2 tablespoons butter 
2 tablespoons light brown sugar 
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla 
2 cups walnuts, halves and pieces 
M ethod 
Preheat oven to 275. 

Method 

Bring honey, butter, sugar, cin
namon and vanilla to a boil in a 
small pan. Toss with walnuts. 

Place mixture on a nonstick 
cookie sheet or pan. Bake 20 - 25 
minutes until toasted . 

C ook to harden, tossing fre
quently. 

Reserve spiced walnuts in refrig
erator until using. 

Molten chocolate cake 
M akes 4 servings. 

Ingredients 

1 stick butter, plus some extra to 
butter molds 

4 ounces bittersweet chocolate 
2 eggs 
2 egg yolks 
1/4 cup sugar 
2 teaspoons flour, plus some 

extra for dusting the molds 
8 semi-sweet chocolate disks (or 

substitute semi-sweet chocolate 
chips) 

1 pint fresh raspberries or straw
berries 

Method 
In the top of a double boiler set 

over simmering water, heat the 
butter and bittersweet chocolate 
together until the chocolate is 
almost completely melted . 

While that's heating, beat 
together the eggs, yolks and sugar 
with a whisk or electric beater until 
light and thick. 

Beat together the melted choco
late and butter, it should be quite 
warm. 

Pour in the egg mixture, then 
quickly beat in the flour, just until 
combined. 

Butter and lightly flour four 
4-ounce molds, custard cups or 
ramekins. 

Tap out the excess fl our, then 
butter and flour them again. 

Place 2 tablespoons of the mix
ture in the bottom of each cup. 
Put 2 disks or 6 chocolate chips in 
the center of each cup. Top with 
remaining mixture. 

/ Ledgemont Country Club 

(At this point you can refriger
ate the desserts until you are ready 
to eat for up to several hours; bring 
them back to room temperature 
before baki ng.) 

Preheat the oven to 450. Bake 
the molds on a tray for 6-7 min
utes. The center will be still quite 
soft, but the sides will be set. 

Invert each mold onto a plate 
and let sit for about 10 seconds. 
Unmold by lifting up on corner 
of the mold, the cake will fall out 
onto the plate. Divide raspberries 
or sliced strawberries around each 
plate. Serve immediately. 

If desired, serve this with vanilla 
or caramel ice cream or whipped 
cream. 

For more information about 
Ledgemont Country Club, call 508-
761-6600 or visit ww.ledgemontcc. 
com. 

s1·00 OFF ;JA 
~ 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

BELWING TURK.EV FA~ 
A Thariksgivin.g Tradition. Since 1 944 

O rder Your Fresh 
BELWING 
Turk ey Tod ay! 

508 -336 -9142 

Gill Orders a Specially 

773 Taunton Avenue Route 44, Seekonk, MA 
------------------------

THAN~SGIV NG BEG NS HERE 
Pick up our Thanksgiving menu, which includes 

prepared dinners for 12, free-range, natural and 

organic turkeys, traditional sides, hors d'oeuvres, 

seafood platters, artisanal cheeses, pies and more. 

ORDER IN STORE OR ONLINE: 

WHOLEFOODSMARKET.COM/SHOP 

AN DOVER 40 Railroad Street• 978-749-6664 
MEDFORD 2151 Mystic Valley Parkway• 781-395-4998 
SWAM PS COTT 331 Paradise Road• 781-592-2200 

WHOLEFOODSMARKET.COM facebook 

wwwjvl<tri.org 
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To the world he is a soldier. 

To us, he is a friend, 
a brother, a son. 

IFIDF] 
fftllNDS Of THE IDf ~ 

J"HlHJ )"il! '1'1' ~ 

HELP SUPPORT 
the young men and women 
of Israel who defend the 
Jewish homeland 

WWW.FIDF.ORG 
617 .559.3600 

WINTER FUN - Indoors & Out 

/ Deborah l<libanoff 

DYLAN CICCHITELLI, left, Sean Anderson and Kyle Anderson attend a PJ Library 
event at Books on the Square on Sept. 23. 

AsKWENDY 

Cold weather offers 
a multitude of activities 

DEARWE DY, 

As winter is quickly approaching, I 
am trying to think "outside the box" 

for fun things for my kids and me to do on 
cold days. Do you have any suggestions? 

Melissa from Cranston 

HI, MELISSA, 

Finding fun and different activi
ties for the kids is always challeng

ing. H ere is a list of some activities that may 
be new to you. 

PJ LIBRARY AT B OOKS ON TU E SQUARE 

Go for a story, craft and snack, perfect 
for kids, ages newborn to 5. These are all on 
Friday mornings, from 10 -11 a.m.; upcom
ing dates are Nov. 18, Dec. 16, Jan. 27, Feb. 
10, March 16 and May 11. 

Contact Michelle Cicchitelli at 421-4111, ext. 
178 or mcicchitelli@shalomri.org. 

B OOK A ' PARTY' FOR NO REASON AT T RE 

ALLIANCE'S C REATIVITY CENTER! 

Get a minimum of three kids and a maxi
mum of six together to make a craft at the 
Creativity Center. The cost is $5 per child 
plus the minimal cost of materials (from 50 
cents to just a few dollars). You can scrap
book, make a holiday craft such as a match
box menorah or Shabbat placemat. .. you 
can just be creative in this fun atmosphere! 
Diane Cerep has lots of information and 
fabulous ideas - there is so much to do. 

Bookings will be on a first-come, first
serve basis - a great activity for a Sunday. 

Contact Diane at 421-4111, ext. 182 or 
dcerep@shalomri.org. 

CREATE A J CATION CAMP 

During the year, if your children are 
between the ages of 5 and 12 and their 
school is closed for the day, you can create 
a J Cation Camp for them. All you need to 
do is find five children for the camp, and call 
or email Shannon Boucher at the JCC at the 
Alliance. She will pack the day full of fun 
activities for kids, including free swim time, 
gym or outdoor play and a creative project 
that may include cooking or art. The cost for 
JCC members is $35 per day, per child, and 
$40 per day per child for non-members. In 
either case, the JCC at the Alliance offers a 
10 percent discount for siblings. 

wwwJvhri.org 

Contact Shannon Boucher at 421-4111, ext. 
147 or sboucher@shalomri.org. 

DREIDEL, DREIDEL, DREIDEL. .• • 

On Sunday, D ec. 18, from 3- 5 p.m., 
a free dreidel-making 
workshop 
sculpey will be 
held at the JCC 
at the Alliance. 
Children of all 
ages are welcome, 
although an adult 
must accompany / 1 
children. No / 
reservations are 
necessary - just 
drop by! All the dreidels will be entered into 
the dreidel-making contest, which will be 
held as part of the Family Hanukkah Dinner 
at the JCC on Thursday, Dec. 22 from 5 - 8 
p.m. For information about the dreidel-making 
contest or the Hanukkah dinner, contact Shan
non at 421-4111, ext. 147 or sboucher@sha
lomri.org. 

VOLIJNTEER! 

Volunteering is a great way for young chil
dren to learn about tzedakah and giving back 
to the community. Spend an hour or two at 
the grocery store and let them pick out some 
items for The Louis and Goldie Chester Full 
Plate Kosher Pantry. You can drop those 
items in one of the kosher food collection 
boxes at the JCC at the Alliance, many of the 
synagogues or the Alliance's partner agen
cies. They will have fun choosing the items 
and will love doing a rnitzvah, too. 

THE JCC AT THE ALLIANCE'S WINTER G UIDE 

The Winter Guide will be available soon 
at the JCC at the Alliance, in print and also 
online. The JCC at the Alliance offers all 
kinds of fun classes - from fitness for little 
ones to art classes and more. 

If you have questions about any of these 
opportunities, please give me a call or send 
me an email. In the meantime, stay warm and 
have fun. 

Wendy ]oering is the community concierge for 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island. 
Contact her at wjoering@shalomri.org or 421-
4111, ext. 169. 
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Since leaving Rhode 
Island, marriage, 

motherhood 

What are our former emissaries doing? 

and more 
Bv VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

GREATER RHODE 
Island Jewish commu
nity has had sh'lihim 
(emissaries) for several 

years . W e reached out to several of 
them to find out what they have 
been doing since returning home. 
To date, we've heard from two 
emissaries and we hope to hear 
from others in the near future! 

0RIT SOBKO, Sfl 'U AH 

"Nate Beraha fo rwarded me an 
e-mail from Larry Katz regarding 
The Jewish Voice & H erald. Just 
fo r the record, I was [in] Rhode 
Island in 2002-2003 and my co
emissary was Yael Nir. 

"I fini shed my bachelor's degree 
in information systems at Haifa 
Un iversity and after the holidays 
I'm starting my master's degree, 
also in information systems, at 
H aifa University. 

"The year in 
your community 
was a major part 

of my life." 

"I got married two-and-one
half years ago and my husband 
Amit and I have a beautiful son, 
Roei . W e live in H annaton - part 
ofit is a kibbutz and the other part 

LIFE, Page 25 

ROEi SOBKO 

SOMERSET 
(Closer than you think - only 15 minutes from Providence) 

The Jagolinzer Family 
Quality Automobiles for 3 Generations 

195 East• Exit 4, MA 
somersetautogroup.com 

800-495-533 7 

C~LEA 

Jeep 
·if/ 

'1•--

FREE pick-up 
and delivery available 

SUBARU. 

· Mutual Engineering · 
Service Co. 

A DIVISION OF THE PETRO GROUP 

Want Comfort? The Feeling is "Mutuall" 
• Heating • Air Conditioning • Heat Pumps • Roof Top Systems • 

Keeping vou comtortable since 1934! 

~ISA 

We Provide Complete G as Heating and Heat Pump 
Service and Installation - R esidential • Commercial 

A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, 
INSTALLATION & SERVICE COMPANY 

Call David Epstein at 401-351-3900 
wwwjvhri.org 

-► 
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The PJ Library selects Nicole Katzman's hook for distribution 

'Nathan Blows 
out the Hanukkah 
Candles' is based 
on a true story 

BY VOICE & H ERALD STAPF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Nico le 
Katzman, acting co-director of the 
Alliance's Early Childhood Center, 
is a published author. "Nathan 
Blows Out the H anukkah Can
dles," a book she wrote with Tami 
Lehrnan-Wilzig, has been chosen 
as a PJ Library book by the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation. 

In an interview with The Voice & 
H erald, Katzman talked about how 
the book came to be. 

The V& H: What was the moti
vation for the book? 

Nicole Katzman: 
The message of the 
book is to educate 
people about autism. I 
had the idea about five 
or six years ago; when you 
have a child with autism, 
as I do - the rules of society 
don't always apply. 

For example, we're not sup
posed to blow out Shabbat 
candles or Hanukkah candles, 
but Nathan, our son with autism, 
would blow them out - he thought 
they were birthday candles. 

Other family members and 
friends were sometimes shocked by 
that and didn't react well. People 
would ask us, 'Why weren't we 
stopping that behavior?" or "How 
can you let him do such a thing?" 

Sometimes, though, auusuc 
behaviors take months to extin
guish. My rationale was, "We'll 
celebrate with family as we choose." 

The V& H : You talked about 
wanting to inspire others. How do 
you hope to inspire people? 

N K: I want to inspire people 
to understand that it's OK to be 
Jewish and to do things your own 
way, especially when your child 
may have atypical development. It 
doesn't make our family any less 
Jewish if Nathan blows out the 
Hanukkah candles. 

The V&H : How did you and 
Tami come to work together on this 
project? 

N K: Tami was visiting Rhode 
Island for a year and we' cl become 
friendly. When she was in the office 
one day- and I was having a "really 
bad day," she understood what I was 
going through. We started talking 
about the project and the rest is his
tory. 

The V&H: Tell me, if you can, 
about the picture exchanges that 
modify this copy of"Nathan Blows 
Out the Hanukkah Candles." 

NK: One of Nathan's therapists 
modified one copy of the book by 
addi ng little figures - a basketball, a 
jelly donut, a menorah, for example 
- to help kids without strong verbal 
skills relate to some of the book's 
topics. 

Gateways Access for Jewish 
Education has asked for permission 
to modify the book via a 'picture 
exchange' for children with special 
needs; children can recognize the 
pictures, even if they don't under
stand the words. 

The V&H: H ow long did the 
process take - from idea to book 
publication? Was it difficult finding 
a publisher? 

N K: I submitted the story to 
about six or seven publishers. Even 
though they all rejected the book, 
I didn't give up. Tami and I found 
Deborah Brodie, the 'book doctor,' 
in New York City and she helped 
us with some suggestions and 
improvements. 

After it was revised, the book 
went to Harold Grinspoon Founda
tion for consideration as a PJ Library 
book. It was chosen as one of The 

and Israel. 
I'll be at Books on the Square, 

at Wayland Square, at 2 p.rn. on 
Sunday, Dec. 4. We' ll have a book 
signing and a reading, and there 
will be crafts and snacks for the 
kids. I have books that people 
can order directly from me. I 
am happy to autograph them, 
too - they make a great 
H anukkah gift. 

The V&H: What was 
Nathan's reaction to the 

book? 
N K: When he finally got the 

book, he just smiled and said, 'There 
I am, right on the cover.' He was so 
excited that he brought the book 
to Camp JORI, one of his favorite 
places. 

Nicole Katzman's autism primer: 

TIE BOOK'S frontis
ece i~cludes this _s tate
ent: ... Nathan 1s not 

meant to be representative of all 
autistic children. Rather, this 
book is designed to introduce 
young children and families to 
autism and other developmen
tal disorders. Judaism teaches 
acceptance of every person as a 
reflection of God's image, and 
the importance of both compas
sion and inclusion in the corn-

rnunity." 
The book is illustrated by 

Jeremy Tugeau and published in 
2011 by KAR-BE Publishing, 
a division of Lerner Publish
ing Group, Inc.; ISB 978-0-
7613-6657-7; Amazon lists the 
hardcover at Sl 7.95; and the 
paperback at S7.95; which are 
also Katzrnan's prices. 

Contact Nicole Katzman at 
nkatzman@shalomri.org to order 
copies of the book. 

• One in every 10 children in the U.S. is diagnosed with an autism 
spectrum disorder. 

• More boys than girls are diagnosed with an autism spectrum dis-
order. 

• It's a lifelong neurological developmental disability. 
• Symptoms can be treated with intensive therapy. 
• www.autisrnspeaks.org is one of the only national organizations 

that works on funding, research, awareness and a cure. 

HS Juniors, Get Started Now! Strategy & Essays 

t-uHBJJJJlJjrnJ r JJJiJJJJ.!...!JJJJ 
For a well-written application 

that delivers results! 

• Common Application Essays 
• Supplement Questions 
• College Strategy 

20 Years Experience 

PJ Library books for national dis- ~ 

tribution; it's also available through 
Arnawn and in bookstores. 

Majestically situated in a tranquil setting, 
th is 1928 Neo-Georgian home affords every 
amenity. 14 gracious rooms, 7 bedrooms, 5.2 
baths. Renovated to high standards. Minutes 
from Brown, private schools, downtown 
Providence, Boston. $2,495,000 

-!UI-n-l-16-!-l ! DI l,\IIS,,,IIIADEl~1A:'< l~l)\1 

It took about two years from the 
idea to publication. 

The V&H: Will you have any 
book signings or readings? What's 
the status of the book distribution? 

N K: The Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation, which is the national 
funder of The PJ Library, bought 
10,000 copies of "Nathan Blows 
Out the H anukkah Candles," and 
they are being sent to PJ Library 
members' homes {for children who 
are 6-years-old) this month - chil
dren in the United States, Canada 

Lila Delman WciE11 Real Estate 
s,,-,CE 1 ~ ~• 

NEWPORT NARRAGANSETT PROVIDENCE JAMESTOWN W >\TC H Hil l BLOCK ISL ,\ ND 

RENT. BUY. LIVE. '" LILADELMAN.COM 

E-.:clusir•e 1\ft1rl..·ning /~1rt11<Ts 
,,c. 1l: ~1v1 ,.,, 1uA1t u, • 

C HRISTIE'S 111'1_A_Y_F_~-'-~ 1x,;1J ~Y roinA,uo 
.~~«RLALE~TI 

wwwjvhri.arg 
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Bananagrams goes 
bananas .. . in Hebrew 

However you play 
the game, it's fun 

these little yellow pouches floating 
around the world, and this opens 
up the fun to a whole new audi
ence. 

"We're particularly excited for 
Hebrew Bananagrams because 
we receive feedback that Banana
grams is a wonderful Shabbat - or 
anytime - activity for the whole 
family, and now we can offer that 
same inter-generational experi
ence to Hebrew speakers around 
the globe!" 

Jewish marathoners pray first, run later 

PROVIDENCE- Bananagrams® 
Inc. (www.bananagrams.com), the 
creators of the hit word tile game 
Bananagrams®, announced in a 
Nov. 1 press release that Hebrew 
Banagrams will be available in 
North America next month, just 
in time for Hanukkah. Hebrew 
Bananagrams launched in Israel 
this past summer. 

Named Toy Fair 2009's "Game 
of the Year," Bananagrams is a 
fast and fun anagram game that 
drives players bananas! Requiring 

Hebrew Bananagrams can be 
played on various levels, making it 
a fun experience to those with only 
basic Hebrew knowledge, and very 
challenging for the more advanced 

NEW YORK CITY - Jewish run
ners from around the globe came 
together on Sunday, Nov. 6 for 
outdoor prayers in their own desig
nated tent on Staten Island, before 
the start of the New York City 
Marathon (Marathon). In its press 
release, ]Runners, which now man
ages the religious service, estimated 
that about 175 men and women 
showed up for this year's services, 
the largest turnout ever. 

Once a local event consisting of a 
little more than four loops around 
Central Park, the Marathon has 
become the world's most famous 
distance race, with 45,000 entrants 
this year. And the "Minyan for 
Marathoners," now 29 years and 
running, has grown right along with 
it. 

The service was conceived in 1983 
by Peter Berkowsky of Livingston, 
N.J., and Rabbi Jim Michaels, then 
of Qyeens, N.Y. For Berkowsky, it 
was his first marathon. Fresh from 
a year of mourning the loss of his 
mother, he figured that of the thou
sands who would run a race in New 
York City, there must be 10 Jewish 
men who would need a minyan in 
strange surroundings at such an 
early hour. A letter to New York's 
Jewish Week brought him together 
with his co-founder. 

Michaels was the rabbi at the 
Whitestone Hebrew Center. An 
accomplished distance runner, he 
had davened alone before the start 
of the 1982 Marathon. He recalled 
Fred Lebow walking by that morn
ing and doing a double take upon 
seeing him bedecked in tallit and 
tefillin on the parade ground. Little 
did anyone know, at the time, that 
Michaels had planted a seed that 
would grow into what has become 
an institution unique to the world of 
long-distance running. 

Two dates stand out in the 42-year 
history of the Marathon. The first 
was 1976, when Lebow, a founder 
and longtime president of the New 
York Road Runners Club, liberated 
a rather parochial event from the 
confines of Central Park and cre
ated the five-borough extravaganza 
that today attracts the world's top 
athletes. 

The second was 10 years later. 
Up until 1985, the Marathon had 
always been run on a Sunday late 
in October. That year, the minyan 

organizers foresaw that the last two 
Sundays in October 1986 would 
coincide with Sukkot and Simhat 
Torah, a confluence of dates that 
would occur only two or three times 
in a century. With incredible chutz
pah, they started a letter-writing 
campaign to convince the Road 
Runners Club to alter the date of 
the 1986 Marathon. 

"Nobody gave us much of a 
chance," recalled Berkowsky. But 
they figured that any sporting event 
in New York City must be draw
ing lots of Jewish runners, and a 
good number of them might pass 
up the event if there were such a 
conflict. Also, Lebow, a Holo
caust refugee with Orthodox family 
roots, was sensitive to maintaining 
the good relations he had cultivated 
with the many ethnic communities 
along the route of the Marathon, 
and running through the streets 
of Williamsburg on Simhat Torah 
might not be a great idea. 

Two weeks after the 1985 Mara
thon, Lebow announced that the 
1986 event would be moved to the 

Forward 
announces 

its 'Forward 50' 

THE JEWISH DAILY 
FORWARD released 
its Forward 50, its list 

of 50 Jewish men and women 
who have made a significant 
impact on the Jewish story in 
the past year. This year's list, 
as in the past, includes people 
from many sectors - activism/ 
community, culture, poli
tics, religion, science and the 
economy. This list proves to be 
an interesting mix, as the top 
five are activist Jennifer Laszlo 
Mizrahi, Rabbi Rick Jacobs, 
Gabrielle Giffords, poet Philip 
Levine and baseball player 
Ryan Braun. 

View the complete list at 
wwwforward. com/forward-SO 

first Sunday in November -where it 
will never conflict with any Jewish 
holiday. 

Runners appreciate the slightly 
cooler weather afforded by the 
November date. Ironically, had 
the Marathon still been scheduled 
for the last Sunday in October this 
year, the freak snowstorm that par
alyzed the New York metropolitan 
area would have caused cancellation 
of an event that brings in millions of 
dollars to New York City. 

To anticipate the expanding 
turnout of Jewish runners, organiz
ers initiated two services last year 
and again this year. So many run
ners showed up at 6:30 to daven 
early, that a third minyan was hast
ily arranged. 

The minyan is believed to be the 
oldest religious service at any sport
ing event anywhere in the world. 
Years ago, a priest asked Berkowsky 
how he could get something started. 
"You just have to do it," Berkowsky 
counseled him. The Catholic mass 
now draws hundreds. 

Cafe 

no pencil, paper or 
board, Bananagrams 
comes in a small por
table banana-shaped 
pouch and is great 
for kids and adults of 
all ages, at home or 
on the road. Created 
by the wordgame
obsessed Nathanson 
family of three gener
ations (a Rhode Island 
family), Bananagrams 
is a labor of love that 
that has become an 
international phe
nomenon. 

"We are beyond thrilled to 
release Hebrew Bananagrams," 
said Rena Nathanson, chief execu
tive officer a/k/a 'Top Banana" of 
Bananagrams, Inc., in the state
ment. "Bananagrams is already 
bigger than our wildest dreams, 
with more than 5,000,000 of 

presents 

player. An educational package 
will be available. 

Hebrew Bananagrams are avail
able at www.bananagrams.co.illen, 
a Web site in Israel. For informa
tion on North American retailers, call 
781-9649. 

Roz Raskin and the Rice Cakes 
with the Sugar Honey Iced Tea 

Winner of Best Local ~-~. . Sat .. u .. rday, November 19 
Act by the . . -wJ. "'!J Doors open @ 7:30pm 
Providence ,. ·. Show starts @ 8 :00pm 
Phoenix's "Best Of" , 
201 O Reader's Poll ~ .. \· ~ f ~.4 f ~~. JCC at the Alliance 

'.' .. · '
1 

• ·~ . , ) ;: / ' 401 Eln;.;;~~ee~:: 

Live .~sif. B1~~!.:' 1/Vi~e Food 
$8 Jc'c me~ bers I $10pon-members' 

J-Cafe is a dyna mic concert series highl ig htin g local musiciom. 

Check out the Alliance Facebook page 
for a buy-one -get-one-fee admission deal! 

Jewish Alli a nee 
0 1 GRlcAHR llHODt l'LII NLl 
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Top 10 Jewish apps 

BY SALA LEVIN 

(Moment) - Here are the Top 10 
Jewish apps, via Moment Maga
zine: 

VERSION JEw.0 

ls your Yiddish rusty? Want to 
whip up a kosher culinary master
piece? Trying to remember which 
prayer to say as you cast off your 
sins on Rosh Hashanah? D on't 
worry-there's an app for it! 

OY! 
Ever wonder when it's OK to 

toss out an "oy?" The opportuni
ties, it seems, are endless. The Oy! 
app for iPhones and iPads provides 
five recorded variations on the 
go-to favorite for moments when 
no other expression of dismay will 
work. Does the situation call for a 
full-blown "oy gevalt?" Done. Need 
a classic "oy vey?" No problem. The 
app even covers that perennial 
favorite, "oy yoy yoy." 

J EWISH MOTHER 

The makers of Jewish Mother 
have remedied the logistical dif
ficulties of constant maternal 
accompaniment: In lieu of an 
actual mother, a virtual version 
programmed with more than 100 
phrases follows users. "H appy 
Hanukkah, bubbeleh," she might 
say. "Of course, I'd be happier if 
you had kids." The digi-mom even 
spouts out phrases based on gender 
and marital status. 

GEMATRIA CALCULATOR 

Gematria, part of kabbalistic 
thought, assigns a numerical value 
to each of the Hebrew alphabet's 
22 letters, used to decode deeper 
meanings in H ebrew words and 
phrases. For those unable to per
form such complex calculations 
in their heads, the Gematria Cal
culator determines the numerical 
values of phrases in Jewish texts, 

making the trajectory to spiritual 
re'Vard a little less mathematically 
onerous. 

JEWISH TEMPLE JIGSAW 

Re-jigger this app's puzzle 
pieces to form the Holy Temple, 
known in Hebrew as the Beil 
HaMikdash. Those who solve the 
puzzle are rewarded - the screen 
flashes: "You built a Beil HaMik
dash!" Not even King David 
could say that. 

ITASIIUK/1 

Tashlikh, the Rosh Hasha
nah ceremony in which pieces 
of bread symbolizing sins are 
cast into a body of running 
water, has gone high-tech. 
This handy app explains the 
ritual and provides audio 
of the main prayer in both 
English and H ebrew, as well 
as the Heb~ew text of the 
three primary blessings. It 
also prompts reflection on 
possible modern sins, such 
as, "Have you used other 
people's unsecured wireless 
Internet?" 

J EW BOOTH 

Sure, that photo of you at cousin 
Jake's wedding looks nice, but does 
it need a little Jewish je ne sais quoi? 
Jew Booth is here to help. Take any 
photo and make it distinctly Jewish 
by adding a kippah, a Star of David 
necklace or other Jewish accoutre
ments. Your Facebook friends will 
think you've undergone a religious 
transformation when they see 
photos of you wearing a black 
fedora. Whether or not you clue 
them in to Jew Booth's photo
graphic trickery is up to you. 

YIDDISH SLANG DICTIONARY 

The next time you're at a party 
and someone calls you a shlemiel 
when you spill your soda, whip out 
the Yiddish Slang Dictionary on 

GALLERY BELLEAU 

!UR THOSE 
WHO 

Sil K I HI. 

424 Wickenden St. 
Providence 

,IOI 4\1, 0011 

1 ·,v: w .ga!I Pr ybrl lea u. com 

your smartphone for an appropri
ate retort. 

Thanks to this app, Yiddish 
experts and neophytes alike can 
parse the language's rich rhetorical 
epithets. The dictionary includes 
common words (schlep, mensch) 
along with more obscure bon mots 
such as tummler and schmutter. 

THE AMAZING 

JEWISH-FACT-A-DAY CALENDAR 

Can you name the play into 
which Shakespeare slipped 

some Hebrew? What 
do you know about 
the Talmud's seem

ingly prophetic stance 
on airplanes? This app 
informs users about 
important historical 
events that occurred 
on that date, fascinat
ing religious practices 
and famous figures. 
Learn about everything 
from Louis Armstrong's 
early job working for a 
Jewish family to historic 
disagreements between 
Hillel and Shammai. 

GOING PAPRIKASH 

Before World War II, 
as many as 250,000 Jews 
lived in Budapest, filling 
the Hungarian capital's 125 
synagogues. When they 
weren't praying, they were 

:cooking up a treasure trove of 
culinary treats, such as rakott 

krumpli (potato casserole), paprikas 
csirke (chicken paprika) and gomboc 
(dumplings). Those longing for a 
taste of Hungary's Jewish heritage 
can download this app, which fea
tures 120 kosher Hungarian reci
pes and the tales of how they came 
to be. 

J UDOKU 

Thumb twiddlers on subways 
and in office meetings can now 
brush up on their Jewish sym
bols while passing the time: A 
new version of the popular logic 
game Sudoku, usually played with 
numbers, features images such as 
the shofar, the Star of David and 
Hebrew letters. Just make sure 
to follow the cardinal rule of the 
game: no more than one menorah 
in each three-by-three box. 

This article originally appeared in 
Moment Magazine, momentmag. 
com. 

Someone's in the kitchen with Joan (Nathan) 
Yiddish Book Center 

hosts event with 
renowned author 

AMHERST, Mass. - Provi
dence's own Joan Nathan will hold 
a hands-on cooking class at the 
Yiddish Book Center on Sunday, 
Dec. 4. The schedule for the 
day's events includes a coffee and 
welcome at 9:30 a.m., a cooking 
class with Nathan, a light catered 
lunch at 1 p.m., a discussion and 
question-and-answer session with 
Nathan at 2 p.m. A book signing 
at 3:30 p.m. concludes the day. 

Participants will prepare one
hour challah, roasted red pepper 
salad with lemon and garlic, and 
eggplant caviar. During the class, 
Nathan provides instructions, tips 
and techniques; following the 
class, participants sample the food. 

Space is limited, register early. The 
fall-day program is 1155 for mem
bers, 1185 for non-members. For 
more information or to register, email 
programs@bikher.org or call 413-
256-4900 ext. 124. 

QUICHES, KUGELS, a,niJ COUSCOUS 
My Search for Jewish _Cooking in France 

GUIDE BEFORE GOOGLE! 
2012 GUIDE TO JEWISH LIVING - YOUR JEWISH COMMUNITY CONNECTION 

wwwjvhri.org 
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REI offers wintertime classes 
CRANSTON - REI will hold 
some wintertime activities, and 
some of them are free for the 
taking. On Tuesday, D ec. 6 from 
6:30 - 7:30 p.m., REI in Cranston 
will hold a free class on the basics 
of snowshoeing. On Wednesday, 

Wintertime 
fun should 

include 
self-care 

Women & Infants 
hosts events for men, 
women and children 

THE DAYS grow 
orter and the Thanks-
ving and Hanukkah 
lidays approach, taking 

care of ourselves - sufficient exer
cise, good nutrition, etc. - can 
become more challenging. Women, 
especially, are known for often put
ting the needs of friends and family 
before their own. 

In light of that, consider enrolling 
in one of these Women & Infants 
Hospital programs. All the pro
grams will be held at Women & 
Infants' Center for Health Educa
tion, 1050 Main St., in East Green
wich. 

· Tai chi for arthritis class 
Christopher Carlow, DC and 

doctor of acupuncture, will teach 
simple tai chi exercises and pos
tures that may improve mobility, 
breathing and relaxation; keeping 
agile often helps arthritis sufferers. 
Classes are held on Fridays, from 
9:30 - 10:15 a.m. This six-week 
series costs S60. Space is limited; 
call 886-4222 to register or register 
online at womenandinfants.org. 

• Coping with the holidays 
If you have experienced the loss 

of a loved one, the holiday season 
often brings feelings of sadness and 

D ec. 7, the store will host a "digital 
camera basics" class, which will be 
taught by a professional photogra
pher. 

That class, which cost $30 for 
REI members/$50 for non-mem
bers, will address exposure set-

tings (automatic to manual mode), 
metering, auto focus, use of flash, 
file size and type, and playing back 
images. 

fOr more information ahout these 
or other classes, call 275-5257 or 
email REI.com/CRANSTON 

/ Karen Asher 

KAREN ASHER ENJOYS CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING 

K1AREN ASHER, of West Kingston, wrote to The Voice & 
Herald, "When it snows, you may as well take advantage of 
t and enjoy how beautiful it is in the forests of Rhode Island. 

H ere I am skiing at the Qµeen's River Preserve in Exeter. This prop
erty, owned by the Nature Conservancy, affords all Rhode Islanders 
the opportunity to get some outdoor exercise all winter." 

TAI CHI FOR ARTHRITIS 

anxiety. 
Hospice Care of VNA of Care 

New England will offer a free 
seminar, "Coping with the Holi
days," on Tuesday, Nov. 15, at 6:30 
p.m. This seminar will provide 
holiday-specific coping skills on 
how to approach the challenges of 
the season. To register or for more 
information, contact Leslie Simon
son, chaplain for Hospice Care of 
VNA of Care New England at 737-
6050, ext. 1303. Space is limited. 

• Babies love massage! 
Massage therapist Pauline Leduc 

teaches new parents specific mas
sage techniques to soothe fussy 
babies and bring pleasure to happy 
ones. The program will be held 
Friday, Nov. 18, at 1:30 p.m.; pre
registration is required; the cost is 
$30 per family. Register and pay by 
calling 886-4222 or at womenand
infants.org. 

• A spa escape at home 
Learn how to relax, rejuvenate 

and refresh in the comfort of your 
home with simple recipes for eye 
and lip treatment, foot treatment 

and mini-facials; a licensed aesthe
tician will teach the class. The event 
will be held Tuesday, Nov. 29 at 7 
p.m.; the $15 fee covers all supplies 
used. Space is limited; call 886-
4222 to register. 

7his is one of a series of occasional 
articles about local businesses, some of 
which advertise with The Jewish Voice 
&Herald. 

Investing in the Library rather rhan a bank can yield 
better benefits for you while also allowing you 

ro enrich the lives of others for generations. 

To learn more about a charitable annuity, 
call 401.455.8003 or visit www.provlib.org. 

Worden's Pond • Wakefield, Rhode Island 
website: www.campjori.com • E-mail: campjori@gmail.com 

Call Camp Director Ronni Guttin at 401-463-3170 
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THE JEWISH VOICE & HERALD 

f(~ ------ , few 
READERS, please fill out this fun survey - we can't wait to hear from you! 

Identify- and tell us why you like - your favorites on the list below (within greater Rhode Island, please). 

VOTE EARLY - First 100 entries will be eligible for one $100 grocery store gift card drawing! 
All entries will be entered in a drawing for one $50 grocery store gift card. 

1. Restaurants: 

Breakfast/brunch/coffee shop: 

NAME:-------------<ccttv:---------

TO celebrate a simcha: 

NAME:----------<aw;--------

ChineSe food: 

NAME: City: 

Date night/romantic meal: 

NAME:--------:ity:---------

Casual "go to" spot: 

NAME:-------~·"-l'---------

2. Bagel source: 

NAM"'-·-------~--------

3. Bakery: 

NAME:-----------<a•t¥r--------

4. Kosher meat/poultry/fish source: 

NAME:-------~,tv;--------

5. Kosher wine source: 

NAME:------------f~-------

6. Beach: 

NAME.:------------i=itv:--------

7. Vineyard: 

NAME:-- ----------<i,ty,------- --

8. Museum/Gallery: 

NAME: _______ __,_...,.._ ___ ___ _ 

9. Vacation spot: 

NAME: Ci : 

10. Gift shop: 

NAME: _______ ___oC=i .,__: ______ _ 

11. Apparel store: 

NAME: Ci : --------~-------
12. Shoe store: 

NAME: _______ ~ C=i ~' ______ _ 

13. Children's party locale: 

NAME: ________ C~ity_: ______ _ 

14. Consignment shop: 

NAME: ________ C~ity_: ______ _ 

15. Golf course: 

NAME: ________ C~ity_: ______ _ 

16. Night spot: 

NAME: ________ C~ity_: ______ _ 

17. Salon/Spa 

NAME: City: 

18. Wild card: What didn't we ask about that 
you absolutely love? Tell us, so we can tell our 
readers! 

Mail, drop off or email (scan and email) the completed survey to Nancy Kirsch, 

The Jewish Voice & Herald, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 02906 or nkirsch@shalomri.org. 

Name: ______________ Phone: ________ Email: ________ _ 

wyroJvhti.org 
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An archeology project leads to new adventures 
Diuuinu in the dirt Kool-aid, drove 10 ,...,,.,,..-,,,},",i~x~=-:::-:--, 

66 · 6 rrunutes to the site 

BY ZARA COLLIER 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

TIE HOT SUN beat 
own on us, penetrat
g the protective shield 

bove my head - a piece 
of cloth held in place by a few plastic 
pipes. As we dug into the dry hills 
of northern Israel, the rich aroma of 
Turkish coffee filled the air. Israel 
in July 2011 was the experience of 
a lifetime. 

of our dig, and spent 
about seven hours in 
the field. On return
ing to the hostel, we 
ate a second lunch ..-;a.;;;,;;:= 
(our first lunch was a 
buffet-style sandwich 
lunch on site), washed 
up and relaxed. 

But it wasn't all 
about digging. We 
also went sightsee
ing and took trips to 
the beach; sometimes 
we went to a mall ~ 

within walking dis
tance of the hostel. 
Every night after 
dinner we gathered 

In the fall of 2010 I took a class 
at the University of Rhode Island 
called "Archaeological Frontiers." 
The professors, William Krieger 
and Bridget Buxton, told us that a 
field school in Israel would be held 
during the summer of 2011. Then 
a freshman majoring in math, I 
thought the trip might be a good 
way for me to earn some general 
education credits. I had always 
wanted to visit Israel - so I realized 
that in this way I could accomplish 
two goals at one time. 

on the porch to hear IYl:=lt...~=...11a...-==-_ .:...11111o.l-ll:::~_.• 
I Zara Collier 

FIRS£~ 
I didn't know then that the trip 

would alter my college career path, 
indeed my life path, in so many 
ways. The months flew by and in 
July, along with 11 other students 
from three universities, the profes
sors and I finally arrived in Haifa, 
where we stayed in a youth hostel 
for three weeks while working on 
an archaeological site. 

Every morning, we woke up 
early, ate a kosher breakfast of 
eggs, rolls, cucumbers, choco (a 
Nutella-like chocolate spread) and 

one of the professors 
lecture or to watch a 
documentary (projected onto the 
hostel wall). We learned about a 
wide range of archeological periods, 
from the Roman era to the Byzan
tine, including almost everything in 
between! The evening presentations 
were great, especially as they related 
to discoveries made during our daily 
digs. 

Thanks to this trip, I gained an 
appreciation for archaeologists and 
some great friendships. Dana Spee
sler, a junior at URI, was my room
mate on the trip. She had selected 
this trip to learn more about arche
ology. Also, she had been to Israel 
before and wanted to visit again. 
Dana focused on gaining skills 
beyond mere digging. In particular, 
she mastered the manual total-sta
tion, the instrument used to "take 
levels." By the time the dig was 

LI FE after Rhode Island 
for Israeli emissaries 

From Page 19 

is in a new neighborhood, which 
doesn't belong to the kibbutz. 
Hannaton is about a 30-rninute 
drive from Haifa and Afula. 

"I miss Rhode Island and the 
people, especially the [Nate and 
Karen] Beraha family ... thank you 
all for great memories ... priceless!! 

"With much, much love." 

OR L USTIG, S HALIAH 

"Dear Rhode Island Jewish 
community, 

"I was a young emissary in your 
community in 2004-2005. After 
the year of service, I came back 
to Israel and joined the army to 
the Special Forces of a division 
call Nachal, my training was for 
16 months, and it included basic 
and advance training, naviga
tion course, camouflage course, 
counter-terrorism tactics, hand
to-hand combat and commander 
course. 

"Toward the end of my train
ing, the second Lebanon war 
started, and my crew was sent to 
the north for 35 days for all kinds 
of operations. The rest of my ser
vice I served as a commander of 
my crew mostly in the West Bank. 

"In 2008, I got sent home. I 
came back to my kibbutz, and 
started thinking what to study and 
of my future plans. So, I started 
working in the kibbutz as a youth 
guide for a year; during that year, 
I took the psychometric test (like 
the SAT in the United States). 
After that exam, I had 10 months 
with no plans until school began, 
so I traveled to India. It was very 
interesting to [experience] such a 
different country and culture. 

"In October 2010, I started 
studying mechanical engineering 
at Ben-Gurion University in Be'er 
Sheva. I live now in Be'er Sheva 
with my girlfriend Sigal who is 
studying physical therapy. 

"I wanted to say that the year 
in your community was a major 
part of my life, I was proud of 
and impressed by the connections 
between Rhode Island and Israel. 

"I want to thank the Beraha and 
[Bennett and Lisa] Bergman fam
ilies for hosting me when I was in 
Rhode Island." 

1hejewish Voice & Herald thanks 
Larry Katz of the Alliance for help
ing with this story. 

DANA SPEESLER takes measurements . ZARA COLLIER in Israel 

nearing its end, we were constantly 
relying on Dana to measure the 
height above sea level of a particular 
site on the dig. 

Different students took pleasure 
in various aspects of the dig; Natha
nial Crockett, a 2011 URI gradu
ate, simply loved digging. Having 
majored in anthropology, Nathanial 
was eager to acquire field school 
experience, and when the "July-in
Israel" opportunity arose, every
thing fell into place for him; it was, 
he said, the right time, the right 
opportunity, "simply just right." 

"I could not be happier" about the 
experience, Krieger said earlier this 
month. Ever since corrung to URI 
in 2006, he had wanted to hold a 
field school. He finally achieved 
his goal, with the help of the Israel 
Coast Exploration Project, which 

offers an integrated land and sea 
field school. 

Krieger chose the northern coast 
oflsrael for the Israel Coast Explo
ration Project for several reasons. 
As there is little political turmoil in 
that part of the country, it was a rel
atively safe area. It also was an ideal 
region for exploring Israel's Hel
lenistic coastline, Krieger said. All 
in all, it offered a fully integrated 
experience in the study of both land 
and sea in a secure, peaceful envi
ronment. 

As for the program's future, 
Krieger plans to hold the field 
school during upcoming summers. 
Feedback from those who attended 
the 2011 trip, he said, was "over
whelmingly positive." As a partici
pant on the trip, I enthusiastically 
agree; the learning experience was 

excellent and the touring opportu
nities phenomenal. 

And how has it altered my career 
path? The trip inspired me to help 
develop new software to improve 
the process of recording informa
tion in the field, and I plan to make 
that an independent study project 
next spring. Already eagerly antici
pating my next visit to Israel, I wait 
impatiently to see where my explo
rations will lead me. 

For more informatiun about the 
ICE Projed Arr:haeological Field 
School, crmtad William Krieger at 
williamhkrieger@gmail.com. All col
lege students are welcome to apply! 

Zara Collier, a resident of Narra
gansett, is a sophomore at URI. Con
lad her at uollier@my.uri.edu. 

Connect. Learn. Belong. 
Take a Step Ahead. 

The Global Day of Jewish Learning-November 13, 2011 

Join us Sunday from 1:30 -5:45 pm at Brown RISD Hillel, 80 Brown Street. 
Providence. Adults and teens can choose from study sessions on the 
theme of Shema-the unity of the Jewish people. Childcare is available. 

For more information, email Larry at globalday@shalornri.org. 

Sponsored by: 

Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island in partnership with 

Brown RISD Hillel and the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis. 

wy.,wjvhi:i.org 
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Palestinians achieve UNESCO victory 

Despite that success, 
push for statehood 
running aground 

BY R ON KAMPEAS 

WASHINGTON OTA) - They 
may have scored a victory at 
UNESCO, but the Palestinians 
are running into new obstacles on 
their push for statehood recogni
tion at the United Nations. 

president, Milorad Dodik, was 
adamantly opposed, and last week 
the president's office announced 
that lacking unanimity, Bosnia 
would abstain. 

A request to the Palestine Lib
eration Organization office in 
Washington as to Palestinian 
strategies going forward went 
unanswered. 

The Palestinians can still bring 
the case to the General Assem
bly, where they have the votes to 
achieve enhanced observer status, 
equivalent to the Vatican. 

agenda," Alterman said. 
The alternative to progress 

toward statehood could be the col
lapse of the Palestinian Authority, 
under pressure from a populace 
that is fed up with its diplomatic 
failures, said Gidi Grinstein, 
president of the Reut Institute, an 
Israeli strategic policy think tank. 

Speaking in Denver to 

The effort to pursue the issue 
at the U.N. Security Council has 
encountered a stumbling block in 
Bosnia, where the country's Ser
bian co-president appears to have 
helped cost the Palestinians a cru
cial ninth vote. BAN Kl -MOON, U.N. secretary-general 

The setbacks to the Palestinians' 
U.N. strategy do not mean that 
the issue of Palestinian statehood 
is off the table, said Jon Alterman, 
director of the Middle East pro
gram at the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies. Absent 
the diplomatic route, he warned, 

JACPAC, a pro-Israel political 
action committee on Tuesday, 
Nov. 8, at a session convened 
during the Jewish Federations of 
North America's annual Gen
eral A ssembly, Grinstein said 
that Israel and the United States 
should embrace the Palestinian 
U.N. bid as a means of avoiding 
what he said would be a disaster. 

"Instead of fighting the Pal
estinian motion in the U.N., 
embrace it and work for it," Grin-

Meanwhile, U.N. officials are 
sending a strong message regard
ing any further efforts to get U.N. 
agencies to follow UNESCO's 
lead in granting the Palestinians 
membership: Please stop. 

"l believe this is not beneficial 
for Palestine and not beneficial for 
.inybody," Ban Ki-moon, the U.N. 
secretary-general, said in a Nov. 
3 interview with The Associated 
Press. 

U.S. laws requiring an auto
matic cutoff in funds to U.N. 
agencies that grant statehood 
recognition to the Palestinians 
already have threatened massive 
cuts to UNESCO, the U.N. cul
tural and scientific agency. 

"When an organization is not 
properly functioning because 
of a lack of resources, you have 
to think about the millions and 
millions of people who are being 
impacted and affected," Ban said. 

The Palestinians have taken 
heed. On Nov. 3, the day that 
AP published its interview with 
the U.N. secretary-general, Riyad 
al-Malki, the Palestinian foreign 
minister, said the Palestinians 
would stick to pursuing the Secu
rity Council option. 

"The backlash that's coming 
from UNESCO, including from 
the secretary-general, made it 
clear it might be a risky counter
productive process to go to other 
agencies," said Ghaith al-Omari, 
executive director of the Ameri
can Task Force on Palestine. "So 
for the time being they're concen-

trating on the Security Council." 
Pro-Israel officials said this 

should be a "duh" moment for the 
Palestinians, who had been clearly 
warned of the dangers - not least 

"Absent the 
dip1omatic route, 

Pa1estinians might 
press for statehood 
through vio1ence." 

by congressional appropriators . 
The appropriators had said repeat
edly that cutting off U.N. agen
cies recognizing "Palestine" was a 
matter not only of policy but law. 

"Any agency that was consider
ing the Palestinians will now not 
consider it," said Tom Neumann, 
executive director of the Jewish 
Institute for National Security 
Affairs. "There was no margin 
for wiggling out of it. The State 
Department is unhappy about 
cutting UNESCO, but they 
didn't have a choice." 

Israel and the United States 
say the only route to statehood 
for the Palestinians is through 
direct negotiations. The Palestin
ians refuse to return to talks until 
Israel freezes settlement building. 

The Obama administration had 
made it clear that it would veto 
any Security Council bid. The 

GARDENER 

Fine Horticulture 
J,,11~ ,,, /~pnouatio11 

f 'u/1 c :1< ,011up 
.'>0 /J1 ·i11<J H11lhA f'or l-"u/l l'/011tinc1 

401.935.2312 

Palestinians could have put the 
United States in the difficult posi
tion of having to use its veto in 
the Security Council by garnering 
nine votes from the council's 15 
members, the minimum required 
to approve a membership request. 
That, the Palestinians believed, 
would have been an important 
symbolic victory. 

The Palestinians had secured 
the backing of China, Russia, 
Brazil, Lebanon, South Africa 
and India at the Security Coun
cil. Pledging to vote against or to 
abstain were the United States, 
Britain, France, Germany and 
close U.S. allies Colombia and 
Portugal. The U.S., Israel and 
pro-Israel groups had targeted the 
three countries that were seen as 
up for grabs: Nigeria, Gabon and 
Bosnia. 

Nigeria and Gabon, both with 
close oil-based ties to the Arab 
world, reportedly moved into the 
Palestinian column, giving the 
Palestinians eight votes. That left 
Bosnia, a recipient of Western 
assistance that still nurtures hopes 
of joining the European Union. 

The wild card for the Bosnians 
turned out to be its unique presi
dency, where U.N. votes must be 
approved. Three co-presidents rep
resent the country's major commu
nities - Muslim, Croat and Serb. 

The Muslim president report
edly favored statehood recogni
tion, and the Croat's position was 
not known. But the Bosnian Serb 

RIYAD AL-MALKI, Palestinian foreign minister 

the Palestinians might press for 
statehood through violence. 

"There's a frustration that it's 
not on the Israeli agenda, it's 
dropped from the American 
agenda and they have to do some
thing to put it back on everyone's 

stein said. "There's a lot of risks 
on this option, but are there 
lesser risks with a Palestinian 
Authority that could implode?" 

I support The Voice & Herald ... do you? 
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a modern camp + an ''old soul" 

= Camp JORI, totally yours. 
Worden's Pond • Wakefield, Rhode Island 

website: www.campjori.com • E-mail: campjori@gmail.com 
Call Camp Director Ronni Cuttin at 401-463-3170 

wwwjvhri.org 
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HUNGER in our nation is a real problem, despite sufficient food sources 
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From Page 1 

According to Oxfam American 
(www.OxfamAmerica.org) there 
is sufficient food today for every 
man, woman and child, world
wide, to lead healthy and produc
tive lives. Yet, nearly 15 percent of 
the world's population - 1 billion 
of us - suffers from food insecurity; 
in the United States, more than 
49 million individuals, including 
16.7 million children, are at risk of 
going hungry. 

The Jewish Council for Public 
Affairs, along with Catholic Char
ities and the National Council of 
Churches, led the Food Stamp 
Challenge, as part of Fighting 
Poverty with Faith, the national 
interfaith movement dedicated 
to reducing domestic poverty by 
SO percent by 2020. Across the 
nation, 13 members of Congress, 

''We want to do 
more than just read 
the Torah ... we want 

to live by it." 

hundreds of representatives from 
faith communities and concerned 
citizens committed to take the 
Food Stamp Challenge. Locally, 
Rhode Island's Lt. Governor Eliz
abeth Roberts served as the honor
ary chair of the initiative. 

In September, as Richman 
began talking with colleagues 
about the challenge, she recon
sidered her initial "no." She said, 
"I don't like hearing my excuses. I 
have a choice - food stamp recipi
ents do not." 

L EADING BY EXAMPLE 

Rabbi Peter Stein of Temple 
Sinai in Cranston spoke to his 
congregation about hunger and 
the Food Stamp Challenge during 
his Yorn Kippur sermon. "It is a 
mistake to say that 'they' are poor, 
and a distinct group of Americans 
is hungry," he said. "These are 
friends, neighbors, fellow Rhode 
Islanders and fellow Americans." 

Rabbi Stein, president of the 
Rhode Island Board of Rabbis, 
said in his sermon, "We want to do 
more than just read the Torah ... 
we want to live by it. I hope that 
after we sing and dance and cel
ebrate with the Torah scrolls on 
[Oct. 20], we will remember the 
many passages in the sacred text 
that urge us to care for the poor 

and vulnerable in the community." 
After the Shimberg family 

heard Rabbi Stein talk about the 
Food Stamp Challenge, Betsy 
Shimberg remembers her 10-year
old son Daniel leaning into her 
and saying, "I'd do that with you." 

"It's about teaching and learn
ing," said Shimberg, who chose to 
take the challenge with her chil
dren, Daniel and Naomi, 12. 

"Who doesn't enjoy breakfast 
food for dinner?" Shimberg asked, 
as she described a menu of yogurt 
for breakfast, peanut butter on 

white bread for lunch and scram
bled eggs for dinner. "We just 
couldn't use cheese - and there was 
no glass of wine [for me]." 

When Shimberg forgot her 
lunch, she spent her entire daily 
allotment on a sandwich. She 
realized that people who face the 
reality of food insecurity "might 
have to skip lunch entirely." 

She added, "There were times 
when we cheated, because we 
needed to cheat." On the way to 
soccer practice after school one 
day, she bought a bagel for Naomi. 
"We are lucky enough to have the 
flexibility to cheat - for us it was 
a six-day experiment, others aren't 
as lucky. 

"It [the challenge] exceeded my 
expectations," said Shimberg. "We 
had many conversations about how 
lucky we are to live in this country 
and have the choices we do." 

'MlsSION ACCOMPLISHED' 

Armed with $31.50 and advice 
from a dietician-friend visiting 
from California, Richman tra
versed the grocery store. Her ini
tial plan - eliminating fruits and 
vegetables - reduced her to tear
ful frustration, after an hour of 
searching for healthy food to fi t 
the budget. "I kept thinking of the 
millions of people who have these 
worries everyday about food - and 

Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

MOHEL 
CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Seminary 

and the Rabbinical Assembly 

CERTIFIED by the American Board of Urology 

401-247-2948 

how lucky I am that I do not." 
Richman drove to six stores 

to find food that fit her budget. 
"People on S AP have to watch 
spending in every area of their 
lives and can't afford the gas to 
drive around [the state] looking for 
bargains." 

As the challenge came to a 
close, Richman wondered aloud, 
"How will I ever eat the foods that 
I love again without thinking of 
the millions of people who yearn 
for food they love but can't afford?" 
Vowing to become a more passion-

ate advocate on the importance of 
maintaining SNAP when speak
ing to elected officials, Richman 
said she will do what she can "to 
be a voice for those who live with 
food insecurity." 

The Shimberg family will 
donate the money they saved on 
groceries to a charitable organi-

zation addressing food insecurity. 
"I was thinking about Mazon or 
the Rhode Island Community 
Food Bank," said Shimberg. But 
her children, decided to donate to 
Edesia, a non-profit producer of 
ready-to-use foods headquartered 
in Providence. 

After the challenge, the Shim
berg children also donated a por
tion of their allowances to Edesia, 
of their own volition. "I would call 
that mission accomplished," said 
Shimberg proudly. 

The Center on Budget and Policy 

ONEINSIX 
AMERICAN 

HOUSEHOLDS ARE 
STRUGGLING 

AGAINST HUNGER 

Priorities (www.cbpp.org) identi
fies SNAP as the nation's most 
important anti-hunger program. 
Three-quarters of SNAP benefits 
go to families ,vith children and 
nearly a third of beneficiaries are 
senior citizens or people with dis
abilities. In Rhode Island, SNAP 
helps more than 167,000 people in 

/Adam Mastoon 

MAXINE RICHMAN 

90,000 households afford food. 
People from 37 states, Washing

ton D.C., the Virgin Islands and 
American Samoa participated in 
the Food Stamp Challenge. The 
Rhode Island Interfaith Coalition 
to Fight Poverty with Faith had 
the largest number of participants, 
80 in all, compared to other such 
groups participating. 

It's never too late to participate in 
the Food Stamp Challenge or mak a 
contribution to help support this effort 
and the]CPA's Confronting Poverty 
campaign: Go to wwwjewishpub
licaffairs.org and did,. on the Food 
Stamp Challenge icon. 

Brian Sullivan is a markting 
associate for the Alliance. 

7he Qeoesis of Jslnm 10 c2\mer1cn 
An exploration of the lives and times of 
Muslims in the United States by curator and 
author Amir Muhammad. 

Tuesday through Thursday, November 15, 16, 17 
6 to 10 pm every evening 
Wednesday 9:30 am to noon 
Open to the public 
Free of charge 

£xhibit '°"'enue 
Temple Torat Yisrael 
330 Park Avenue, Cranston 

7he 0-,,esi• of ~ 
JslAm in c:,2\menCA 

made possible 
through a RHODt 1sLAND 

generous grant c~~';..~1L 

from: HUMANITltS 

wwwjvhri.org 

For more information: 
www.toratyisrael.org 
www.rivoicesoffaith.org 
or call Torat Yisrael : 
401-785-1800 

Thank you to the Jewish 
Community Relations Council 
of the Jewish All iance of RI 
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ANTIQl'ES 

STU ALTMAN 
AUCTIONEER 

401-331-SOLD (7653) 

CONSIGN 

OR 
ANTIQUE 
ACQUISITIONS, LLC 

ANTIQUE AND COLLECTIBLE 

AUCTIONS ?-
ITEMS 

WANTED 

• LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED 

ATTOR~EY 

Howard L. Feldman, Esq. 
Law Office of Stephen J. Dennis 

127 Dorrance Street, 3rd Fl., Suite 7 A 
Providence, RI 02903 

P: (401) 453-1355 F: (401) 453-6670 

AUTOMOBILE SERVICES 
R.I. Inspection Station 
Full Service Auto Repair 

D'Amb,ra'11. 
BabD'Ambra 

761 Hope St. 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone 401-621-2348 
Fax: 401-831-6652 

raroilY Hanukkah Greetings 
Send Hanukkah greetings 

to family and friends in 
the Nov. 25 issue of 

The Jewish Voice&. Herald . 

Your message will be 
part of a colorful 

Hanukkah 
presentation . 

It's a great 
opportunity -
an 18-word 
message for 

only $18! 
Emall your g reetings and payment Information to Tricia 

Stearly, tstear1y@shalomri.org or by maJI . The Jewish Voice 
&.. Herald ; 401 Elmgrove Ave .. Providence, RI 02906. 

Ads and payments must be received by Nov. I 5 . 
Call Tricia at 421 -4111 , ext. 160. 

BAR/BAR MITZVAHIPHOTOGRAPHY 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Photography 

www.osmundsonphotography.com 

BARIBAR MITZVAu!WEDDINGS 

WHISPERING 
PINES 

CONFERENCE 
CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 
W. Alton Jones Campus 

West Greenwich, RI 

{401) 397-3361 ext.6056 
www.uriedu/ajc/wpines 

The natural beauty of Whispering Pines provides an intimate 
setting for a ceremony and reception for as many as 180 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 
• GOLD COINS WE BUY &SELL RARE COINS, ~----J : ~::~i~s GOLD JEWELRY & BULLION 
• STAMPS 
•G0LDJEWELRY&WATCHE5 BEST 
• ANTIQUES, STERLING SILVER 

• COINS & BARS PRICES 
• US AND FOREIGN 

NOW AVAILABLE 
Eagle Silver Dollars, 
Gold Coin, & Estate 
Jewelry and Silver, 
ProofSets,Coin& 
Stamp Albums 

• PCGS-NGC authorized 

PODIIIJ COIN BCHANGt INC. 
Serving banks, anorneys, estates 
and the public for over 40years. 

769 Hope St., Providence 
SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969• LC8041 401-861-7640 

COMPlTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

:~:o~~-~~t~1~i:~~!~~E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

On-Site Service • Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

SONICWAU~ ~ 
110 Je"9rson Blvd., Suite C • Warwick, RI• www.pctroublo.com 

1Q Larry B. Parness 
"" Thinking outside the box 

Full service accounting firm providing 
business/individual 

consulting 
Tax Preparation 

401-454-0900 • parness l,o 1x netcom com 
128 Dorrance St • Su ite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

You ve known me for your taxes 
Now see me for the rest of your financial story 

HOJ\:IE IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom In Rhode Island 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Tel : 828-5908 
or 

738-7835 

JADE 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1 119 

ML#A1538 
Licensed & Insured 

CTRIC 
291 Knight Street 

Warwick, Rhode Island 02886 

401 -640-1451 

..-c:1-
Joe DeF ranco 24 Hour Service 

Have you met Tom Lopatosky? 
Find out what makes him different! 

Call for a FREE estimate I 
866.86.LOPCO (56726) or 401 .270.2664 

or text LOPCO to 90210 

~ 
.. Prof'mional, Pfrsonable, Partkular Paint«s" 

LopcoContracting.com 
RI REG 121331 • MA HIC #14S887 

FOR ALL YOUR ADVERTISING NEEDS CONTACT: 

TRICIA STEARLV: 401-421-4111, ext.160 · tstearly@shalomri.org 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG - FRIEND US ON FACEBOOK 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Pension reform keeps Chafee, 
Licht in Rhode Island 

I 

, CLASSIFIEDS 
Trade mission to 

Israel proceeds with 
business leaders 

BY VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE Richard 
Licht, chairman of the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
and director of administration for 
the State of Rhode Island, told 
The Voice & Herald that Gov
ernor Lincoln Chafee must defer 
his trade mission to Israel because 
"pension reform is his major prior
ity." 

The Nov. 4- 12 trip would have 
been Chafee's fourth trip and his 
11th, said Licht, in a brief inter
view on Friday, Oct. 28. 

"I was excited to go with him; 
it would have been an opportu
nity to see Israel from a differ
ent [perspective], with its vibrant 
economy," said Licht. "We were 
eagerly looking forward to the 
trip, but we both need to be here 
at this critical juncture to address 
the pension reform process." 

Staff at the Rhode Island Eco
nomic Development Corporation 
(RIEDC) said that the RIEDC 
and the John H . Chafee Center 
for International Business at 

Bryant University led the mission; 
Avi Nevel, president of Nevel 
International LLC played a key 
role in coordinating and support
ing the trip. 

Nineteen entities were repre
sented; all told, some 28 people 

GOVERNOR LINCOLN CHAFEE 

were expected to participate. 
"We've worked on this for 

more than six months," said Ray 
Fogarty, executive director of 
the Chafee Center, of the trip 
that includes 18-hour work days. 
Rhode Island does "business with 
150 countries - and trade missions 
are unbelievably time consuming, 
but there's always job development 
and long-term relationships." 

Fogarty added, "We spend a lot 
of time in relationship-building. 
We already have a good relation
ship with the Consul General to 
Israel [for Bryant's] World Trade 
Day. Israel is one of the few coun
tries that commits [to the event] 
every year. It has to do with 
Avi Nevel and [Chafee Center 
employee] Jerry Cohen." 

On Oct. 26, Chafee's office 
issued a release announcing the 
postponement of the trip. "While 
I was looking forward to a produc
tive business development trip to 
Israel next month, Rhode Island 
legislators are working hard to 
enact historic legislation and I 
need to remain in Rhode Island 
to continue to advocate for truly 
comprehensive pension reform." 

Chafee statement's acknowl
edged "the important ties between 
the United States and Israel, long
time international partners." 

Asked about Chafee's decision 
to bypass this trip, Nevel said, "I 
am disappointed, but I understand 
that he is committed to going to 
Israel in the near future, perhaps 
in 2012. I look forward to it." 

A few days before they departed, 
Fogarty said, "We're going to have 
a good, good trip." 

INDEPENDENT 
SALES 

CONTRACTOR 
DO PEOPLE TELL YOU 
that you could sell "ice to 
Eskimos?" If so, we want to 
hear from you: The JV&H seeks 
a second salesperson on an 
independent commission 
only basis (very generous 
commission rate). 

The successful candidate 
must be able to travel 
throughout greater R.I. and be 
committed to selling ads; need 
not be Jewish. Experience in 
print media ad sales is strongly 
recommended. Serious 
candidates only. 

Contact Nancy Kirsch at 
nkirsch@shalomri.org or 421 -
4111, ext. 168. 

10,000 
MASSAGES 

Since 1993. "Best of Boston" 
massage therapist offering 
blend of Deep Tissue, Swedish, 
Biodynamics, Reiki to relieve 
and rehab chronic pain, new 
conditions and just plain relax . 

For appointment, call Cathryn 
Moskow, 808-0837 at 145 
Waterman St., Prov. In-home 
avail., as needed. 

CLEANING 
Cipco Cleaning Service: Heavy 
cleaning contractors. House 
cleaning/janitorial, wall washing, 
carpet & upholstery, ceiling 
fans, windows & more. Estate 
cleaning. In business 25 yrs. 

Ask about our Seasonal 
Specials! Call Mark at 726-6702, 
visit us on the web at www. 
cipcocleaningservice.com 

CONDO FOR 
SALE 

All the amenities of a cruise ship! 
Newly renovated 1 bedroom, apt 
#329 at Laurelmead. Waterview! 
Co-op retirement living, 830 
square feet, indoor parking near 
elevator. $235,000. 

Call Diane 273-9550, ext 142. 

HEBREW 
LESSONS 

Devoted, experienced 
Israeli teacher offers Hebrew 
lessons to all levels and all ages, 
including adults. 

Home school style Judaic/ 
Hebrew teaching for individuals 
or small groups. 

East Side area, call 726-0984. 

The JEWISH VOICE & llERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

GENERAL SERVICES 
It 's a Mitzvah to 

RENT-A-MENSCH 
Speclallilng In ~rvlce for ~nlors 
to keep you safe and sc:cure In your home. 

•Property Maintenance and Management 
•Safety Inspections and Upgrades to: 

•minimize fall risks 
•maximize convenience, efficiency 

and safety 

WirfM Rosenberg 
Telc 4-01 -273-4642 • Mobile, 617-633-0062 
www.rentamensch.us 

l~SLRANCE 

Brier & Brier 
Personal Service ... Insurance Professionals 

245 Watennan Street, #505 I Providence, RJ 02906 
40 I -751 -2990 I jbrier@brier-brier.com 

www.brier-brier.com 

SALON SERVICES 

First time customers 
Receive a 20% discount 

with this ad. 

Not to be combined with other promotions ~ -
888 Smith Street, Providence -401-331-4888 

OPTICAL SHOP 

Spino's Eyeglass Gallery 
LUCIEN M. SPINO, Registered Optician 

145 Wayland Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone: 831-7353 

Hours: Mon - Fri: 9-6, Sat: 9-2 
Email: Spinos.eyeglass.gallery@gmall.com 

Prucriptlon1 filled ... l>Hlgnor oyowwwr ... SungluMI 

Eslabllahed In 1979 

wwwjvhri.org 
\., . I,; ' 

Bus. (401) 725-6705 
(401) 475-1010 

Pawtucket, RI 02860 

PAVING 

Bob Knych 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 
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Ihe legacy of 
Jacob Gordin 

SOUTH OF DELANCEY 
Street, Manhattan was 
uncommonly quiet on the 
morning of Sunday, June 

13, 1909. Jacob Gordin, the most 
eminent of the late 19th-century 
Yiddish playwrights, had died two 
days earlier in his Brooklyn home, 
and the Jewish community of New 
York City was preparing to express 
its collective grie£ 

The largest of 
the Second Avenue 
playhouses, the 
Thalia Theatre, was 
chosen as the venue 
for the funeral, 
and a catafalque 
bearing Gordin's 
simple coffin was 

tanl placed on the stage. 
Dr. S ey Three thousand 

Aronson Jews crowded the 
chamber to hear a 

succession of plaintive eulogies. The 
New York police estimated that 
250,000 people lined the neighbor
ing streets of the Lower East Side 
to observe the funeral procession 
of 10,000 people who followed 
the coffin on foot across the Wil
liamsburg Bridge to a cemetery in 
Brooklyn. 

Who was this Jacob Gordin, who 
evoked such profound adoration, 
such earnest mourning, among 
the immigrant Jewish masses of 

GENESIS 18:1 - 22:24 
Parashat Vayera 

BY CANTOR RICHARD PERLMAN 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald THIS WEEK'S parashah 
contains some of the 
Torah's most familiar, 
yet most troubling, 

stories. We read about Akeidat 
Yitzhak, the "binding of Isaac" 
on Mt. Moriah; we read that 
Abraham and Sarah banished 
Hagar and Ishmael; and we read 
of the destruction of the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. 

As troubling as those bibli
cal narratives are, consider what 
happened this season to the Red 
Sox - a team with a huge payroll. 
Yes, the Red Sox and Yankees 
sports franchises have historically 
been willing to buy some of the 
world's most recognizable super
stars. Even with so much going 
for those remarkable teams, who 
pressured them? Of 30 teams in 
Major League Baseball, the Rays 
(the team with the 27th lowest 
payroll) did - and later also the
Tigers. To mix sports metaphors: 
Game, set and match! 

Do we view professional foot-

SCIENCE AND SOCIETY 

The impresario of Second Avenue 
the Lower East Side? He was born 
in the steppes of the Ukraine in 
1852 -- auspiciously on May Day, a 
special day for those Russian Jews 
who, having chosen to adopt the 
Enlightenment ideas of the West, 
were known as Maskilim (follow
ers of the Haskalah, the Jewish 
Enlightenment). Gordin's father 
enriched his early education with 
the literature of Tolstoy and Ibsen; 
and Gordin adopted the subversive 
politics of a restless Russian youth 
seeking a life beyond the ghetto 
walls. 

"ln Prague, Franz 
Kafka was one of 

Gordin's admirers." 

dance sequences, brief comic skits, 
choruses and arias augmented the 
contemporary Yiddish theatre. The 
plots, rudimentary at best and often 
hyperbolic, tended to take second 
place to the songs and dances; and 
the shows were, in essence, precur
sors to the burlesques and secular 
vaudevilles of the 20th century. 

Gordin's plays, on the other hand, 
were serious dramas, frequently 
with Shakespearean themes trans
posed to the shtetls of the East, as 
seen through the eyes of a diaspora 
Jew. During two decades, Gordin 
wrote some 90 plays, many of 
which were subsequently performed 
throughout the United States and 
Europe. In Prague, Franz Kafka 
was one of Gordin's admirers. 

moves the venue from England to 
contemporary Vilna. His charac
ters have Yiddish names; Cordelia 
(Lear's only loyal daughter), is an 
aspiring medical student called Tay
bele). And when Lear (now Dovid) 
turns blind, his vision is restored 
through the surgical ministrations 
of his daughter and son-in-law - a 
non-Shakespearean happy ending! 

Gordin was beguiled by visions 
of secular assimilation by Eastern 
Jews renouncing their traditional 
ways and unreasoning reliance on 
talrnudic authority, and adopting 
instead the Enlightenment philoso
phy of their German co-religionists, 
thereby entering a world pervaded 
by reason, science and justice. At 
the beginning of the 20th century, 
he could not possibly have antici
pated that the ultimate fate of East
ern Jewry would be extermination 
rather than assimilation. 

Viewed from afar, Gordin's plays 
seem to be little more than Yiddish 

transcriptions of immortal Euro
pean dramas, such as his "Got, 
Mentsh un Tayvl" ("God, Man 
and the Devil") based on Goethe's 
"Faust." He used such classics, 
though, as empty frameworks to fill 
with his own words and ideas. To 
Gordin, words were the garments 
that clothed his thoughts - but only 
garments. He used plain words -
kitchen vocabulary - to avoid suffo
cating his underlying ideas. And on 
the rare occasions when he ventured 
into comedy, it was only as a respite 
from despair. 

Gordin died at age 56, disheart
ened by his diminishing role in the 
Yiddish theater and by the hostility 
of Orthodox Jews who viewed him 
as an agnostic, a nihilist or even an 
apostate. But his funeral proclaimed 
his lasting importance to the Jews of 
New York. 

Stanley M. Aromon, M.D., is dean 
of medicine emeritus, Brown Univer
sity. Contact him at smamd@cox.net. 

Hunted by the Russian police, 
Gordin eventually abandoned 
Myrhorod, his native village, and 
fled to the United States. Arriving 
in New York in 1891, he first eked 
out a meager living as a journalist 
for a Yiddish newspaper in Man
hattan, but soon turned to writing 
serious plays for the local Yiddish 
theater. 

In part because of the serious 
nature of his dramas (which por
trayed such subjects as unwanted 
pregnancies, adultery and domestic 
strife), Gordin - then the impresa
rio of Second Avenue (the Jewish 
Rialto) - was frequently dubbed 
the "Yiddish Shakespeare." Years 
later after his interpretive King 
Lear and Othello dramas, he 
wryly reflected that he had hoped 
the English might one day refer to 
William Shakespeare as the British 
Jacob Gordin. Nor was Gordin the 
only Yiddish dramatist intrigued 
by Shakespeare. Boris Thoma
shevskywrote and appeared in "Der 
Yeshiva Bokher," a loose adaptation 
of Hamlet. 

Hanukkah luncheon with 
the Cranston Senior Guild 

Before Gordin arrived in New 
York, the Yiddish stage had been 
dominated by Rumanian-born 
Abraham Goldfaden, whose works 
were in many ways extensions of 
the medieval Purimspiel and the 
European commedia dell'arte. By 
the time of Gordin's arrival, spritely 

Gordin's most enduring drama, 
his 1892 play, "Der Yiddisher Kenig 
Lir" ("The Jewish King Lear"), 

D'VAR TORAH 

WARWICK - The Crans
ton Senior Guild will hold its 
annual Hanukkah luncheon on 
Wednesday, Dec. 7 at noon at 
the West Valley Inn in War
wick. 

The price is $20 per paid-up 
member; luncheon choices are 
broiled scrod or half of a roast 
chicken. Entertainment and a 

Isaac was a nehhish . ... hut what of it? 
ball or soccer differently? The 
franchise with the best team that 
money can buy does not always 
win. Neither does the most 
expensive car-and-driver com
bination guarantee victory for 
NASCAR and Formula 1 racing. 

Does anyone see a pattern here? 
Money may help in achieving 
success, but money is not enough; 
there must be something more. 
And success is not only about the 
individual greatness of a given 
pitcher, batter, quarter-back, 
receiver, goalkeeper, forward or 
driver. These contribute to, but do 
not determine, ultimate success. 
Without other critical elements, 
success remains elusive. 

So, beyond money, what's 
needed? This week's parashah 
begins with Sarah, who remained 
childless into her 90s, at which 
point she urged Abraham to 
father a child with her hand
maiden Hagar. Abraham and 
Hagar had a son named Ishmael, 
which means "God will listen." 

In contrast to Ishmael, who was 
athletic, intelligent and charis
matic, Isaac, the son of Sarah and 
Abraham, was, to put it bluntly, 
a nebbish. Sarah feared Ishmael 
would eventually be granted 

God's covenant - something God 
had promised to -pass down from 
Abraham through Isaac. So she 
insisted that Abraham send Ish
mael and Hagar away. 

This went against Abraham's 
paternal inclinations. How could 
a good, decent person send any 
other human being - let alone 
one's own son - away to possible 
death in the desert? Although 
Abraham clearly did not want 
to do this, he ultimately agreed 
after God told him to listen to his 
beloved wife Sarah, and did send 
Hagar and Ishmael away. They 
wandered to Be'er Sheva, a desert 
town whose name means "Seven 
Wells." Those seven wells were 
dry, with no water to be found. 
Too weak to continue, and with 
all hope lost, Hagar left Ishmael 
under a bush, then sat far enough 
away that she would not have to 
watch him suffer and die. 

But God, who had no intention 
of letting them die, sent an angel 
to Hagar. The angel told her that, 
like Isaac, Ishmael too would 
father a great nation. Overcoming 
her despair, Hagar looked up and 
saw a well flowing with water. 

Hagar and her son survived 
because of divine intervention. 

c.w~_wJ~hri:org 

The Torah tells us God stayed with 
Ishmael as he grew to manhood. 
Ishmael may have needed God to 
keep him on the right path; with
out constant divine intervention, 
his life might have been filled 
with misguided choices. 

What of the nebbish Isaac? God 
told Abraham to sacrifice him on 
the mountain; but as God had 
promised that the covenant would 
continue through Isaac, Abraham 
was confident that he would not 
be commanded to complete the 
sacrifice. Isaac, on the other hand, 
seemed not to know what would 
transpire. 

So, which of the two sons had 
the greater potential? Ishmael is 
the smarter, stronger person with 
a compelling personality; Isaac 
goes along in order to get along. 
Were he alive today, he might 
need individual attention in the 
classroom. In today's terms, Fox
woods, Las Vegas and Mohegan 
Sun money would all be on Ish
mael, not on Isaac. Yet Judaism 
(and later, Christianity) traces 
back to Abraham through Isaac. 
Islam, on the other hand, traces 
back to Abraham through Ish
mael. It is the two sons who pro
vide the basic foundation for these 

raffie follow the luncheon. 

1he deadline for reservations 
is Nov. 26. Send a check, payable 
to the Cranston Senior Guild, to 
Mal Ross, 115 Marbury Ave., 
Pawtucket, RI 02860. 

For more information, call 
723-8580. 

religions - which may explain 
why Judaism and Islam are so dif
ferent. 

According to the Torah, Ish
mael became a great hunter, 
while the stay-at-home Isaac wed 
Rebecca through an arranged 
marriage. Much later, when Isaac 
was on his deathbed, Rebecca 
conspired with their son Jacob to 
trick Isaac into passing the cov
enant to him, rather than to the 
elder twin, Esau (like Isaac, a 
popular hunter). 

Both in the case of Abraham 
and Sarah and in the case oflsaac 
and Rebecca, strong, pro-active 
mothers ensured the survival of 
God's covenant with Abraham. 

Were it not for those mothers, 
with their L' dor va-dor (genera
tion-to-generation) motivations, 
the covenant would have never 
been passed on to the next gener
ation. And without the mother
and-son teamwork of Rebecca 
and Jacob, there would probably 
be no Judaic tradition today. 

Cantor Richard Perlman is the 
spiritual leader at Temple Am 
David in Warwick and a member of 
the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis. 
Contact him at cantorrick@cox.net. 



SENIORS Jewish Voice <Sc Herald November 11, 2011 PAGE 31 

As WE GROW OLDER 

Mixed feelings about veterans 
Today's veterans 

deserve our support 
and succor 

_N:,ER WORLD WAR 
most men between the 

es of 20 and 50 were 
erans. Those soldiers 

who returned home were wel
comed by the U.S. government and 

other organiza
tions that created 
many benefits to 
demonstrate their 
appreciation of 
these men. 

Since then, we 
have fought in sev
eral wars, though 

Terna none as intense as 
Gouse the World War 

----- II; and military 
service, now voluntary, has not 
affected so many people. But many 
of the present generation's return
ing military have needed financial, 
medical and/or psychological assis
tance; yet communities seem to 
respond to their needs, or the needs 
of their families, only if they did not 
survive the war or if they require 
long-term medical care. 

This very different response 
is due in part to the far smaller 
number of young men and women 
involved. The press devotes little or 
no attention to them, except when 
they die or when an entire battalion 
is deployed overseas. World War 
II, in contrast, impacted a whole 
generation. For the Jewish commu
nity in particular, Nazism, Hitler's 
determination to make the world 
j udenrein (free of Jews), and Pearl 
H arbor were vivid reminders of our 
fallibility. 

We appreciated the sacrifices our 
young men (and the few women) in 
uniform were making back then. 
Most families had a son, brother, 
nephew or cousin (sometimes a 
daughter, sister or niece) enlisted in 
a branch of the military, and vet
eran groups were formed in many 

communities. At the outset, many 
recent veterans participated in these 
groups; but as time passed and sol
diers became civilians, the bonds 
frayed. Relieved that our beloved 
service personnel were no longer in 
danger, communities felt less con
nected and less obligated to them. 

Within a decade after V-J D ay, 
veterans seemed to disappear as an 
identifiable category. Yet almost 
every family had veterans. My 
brother was drafred two months 
before Pearl Harbor, my brother-in
law was drafted four months after 
the birth of his first child. My hus
band served in the Navy (in Chi
cago). So, we, too, were a family of 
veterans; but we rarely mentioned 
this fact. 

As for more recent wars - which 
ask men and women to fight for 
causes they may not understand or 
relate to - the current confucts are 
often an enigma to those making 
the biggest sacrifices. Enrollment 
in the military today includes men 
and women looking for a profes
sion, men and women seeking 
access to higher education, men and 
women who may be unable to find 
other employment - and yes, even a 
few true patriots who want to serve 
their nation. · 

NEW BEDFORD 

Wound care· 
IV therapy and hydration • 

Medical services Rehabilitat ive services • 
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508.997.9314 • Fax: 508-996-3664 

Discharge from military service 
comes when the terms of enroll
ment are fulfilled - or sometimes 
as a result of disability. Compar
ing the number of veterans dis
abled by World W ar II service to 
those injured in today's wars, we 
are shocked to find that today's dis
abled veterans survive with far more 

significant injuries (due to more 
sophisticated weapons), which 
would have been fatal two genera
tions ago. Yet they don't receive the 

"Within a decade 
after V-J Day, 

veterans seemed 
to disappear as 
an identifiable 

category ... So, we, 
too, were a family 
of veterans, but we 
rarely mentioned 

this fact." 

positive recognition that rewarded 
their W orld War II predecessors -
perhaps because people nowadays, 
lacking any direct experience of 
war, are unable to empathize with 
those who have experienced it. 

Furthermore, many veterans 

(especially in rural communities) 
have no easy access to help. But 
even in urban environments, infor
mation is not readily available to a 
veteran who does not know how to 
find it. Friends or professionals may 
often direct a veteran to seek help 
from the Veterans' Administration. 
But what seems to be missing is 
any acknowledgment of the suffer
ing and sacrifice of these men and 
women. Even those who are totally 
disabled receive minimal financial 
assistance from the government 
and country they served. 

Unlike public employees, whose 
unions work to fulfill their needs, 
our young men and women who 
came under fire often are not fully 
advised of their entitlements. Even 
if they qualify for health care and 
continuing education, it is a sad fact 
that only the better educated know 
how to avail themselves of such 
benefits. 

Terna Gouse is a retired social 
worker. Contact her at nbgtpg@cox. 
net. 
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Douglas M. Kortick, 88 
RICHMOND - Douglas Kortick 
died Oct. 25 at home. He was the 
husband of the late Barbara (Levin) 
Kortick. Born in Providence, a son 
of the late Max and Bertha (Gordon) 
Kortick, he had lived in Richmond 
for eight years, previously living in 
Cranston. 

A veteran of the Korean Conflict 
serving in the Army, he 
was a member of the 
Masons Charity Lodge, 
the Scottish Rite and 

a former member of the Masons 
Nathaniel Green Lodge. A member 
of the Shriners - Palestine Camel 
Herders and the Cranston Senior 
Center, he was a former member 
of Temple Beth Israel and its Men's 
Club. 

He was the father of Marilyn 
Deware and her husband John of 
Richmond and Stuart Kortick of 
Cranston. He was the brother of 
Bernard Kortick of Cathedral City, 
Calif., and the late Albert and Leon
ard Kortick, Jacqueline Gregerman 
and Josephine Gold ; the grandfa
ther of Jonathan, Jeffrey, Melinda 
and Marci ; and great-grandfather 
of Kailee, Raider, Christopher and 
Cameron. 

Contributions may be made to 
American Heart Association , 275 
Westminster St., Providence, RI 

02903. 
Katie "Kaye" (Exter) 

Licker, 89 
WARWICK - Katie Licker, of Tama
risk, 3 Shalom Dr., died Nov. 7, at the 
Scandinavian Home. She was the 
wife of the late David Licker. 

She is survived by her daughter 
Sharon Garber and her husband 
Dr. Perry Garber, of Cranston; ·and 
her son Joel Licker, of Warwick. 
She was the grandmother of Stacy 
Bozek and her husband Adam, the 
late Jolie Savdie, Marcy Cascone and 
her husband John, and Stuart Licker. 
She leaves her great-grandchildren, 
Katherine and Abby Bozek, and 
John Robert Cascone. She was one 
of six children of the late Sarah and 
David Exter, she leaves one sister, 
Beatrice Shwartz. 

Shiva will be observed at Tama
risk, Thursday 6-8 p.m. and Friday 
2-4 p.m. Donations may be made to 
Tama risk. 

Stephen J. Pansy, 66 
CRANSTON - Stephen Pansy, of 
Hoffman Avenue, died Oct. 31 at 
Rhode Island Hospital. 

He was the husband of 
Farnae (Matthews) Pansy. They 
were together for 24 years. 
Born in Pawtucket, a son of the late 
Harold and Muriel ( Cohen) Pansy, he 
had lived in Cranston for 28 years. 

He was the owner of Panbro Sales 

• 
Inc. in Providence, which 
was a family-run busi
ness for 58 years. He was 
an Army veteran having 

served in Vietnam. 
He was the stepfather of Gina 

and Angelina; the brother of the 
late Harvey Pansy, and the grand
father of six step-grandchildren. 
Contributions may be made to your 
favorite charity. 

Paul M . Sachs, 69 
WARWICK - Paul Sachs, of Mari
copa, Ariz., previously of Warwick, 
died Oct. 28, in Arizona. He was the 
husband of Jacquelyn Eckel-Sachs. 
Born in Providence, a son of the 
late Douglas and Rose (Weinbaum) 
Sachs, he had lived in Warwick most 

• 
of his life before moving 
to Arizona three years 
ago. He had worked in 
the jewelry industry for 

many years. He was an Army vet
eran having served in Vietnam. 

He was the father of David Sachs 
of Providence, Justin Sachs of Bell
ingham, Mass., and Stephanie Sachs 
of Pawtucket; and the brother of the 
late Cindy Sachs-Marrone. He was 
the grandfather of Jacob and Ryder. 

Contributions may be made to the 
Carl Hayven V.A. Medical Center, 
650 East Indian School Road, Phoe
nix, AZ 85012. 

OBITUARIES 

Memorial is erected on 
Chaplains Hill 

Fourteen rabbis chaplains and members of the 
Jewish community from across 
the nation attended the cer
emony. 

Ted Grossman, 65 
Professor's peace efforts will live on 

remembered 
ARLINGTON, Va. - On 
Sunday, O ct. 23, the 14 Jewish 
chaplains who have died in 
service to our nation were 
honored on Chaplains Hill in 
Arlington National Cemetery 
with a dedication ceremony 
and unveiling of the Jewish 
Chaplains Memorial. 

"We have long-awaited this 
day where we can recognize 
the crucial work and bravery 
of Jewish chaplains who have 
died in service to our country," 
sa id Jerry Silverman, JFNA 
president and chief executive 
officer, in a press statement. 
"We have made it a mission to 
reunite the memory of fallen 
Jewish Chaplain Rabbi Alex
ander Goode from the sunken 
USAT Dorchester with his 
fellow fallen chaplains." 

T:D GROSSMAN knew he 
ouldn't solve the Israeli/Pal

estinian conflict on his own -
but that didn't stop him from trying. 

Almost singlehandedly, he 
brought 44 Israeli Jewish, Israeli 
Arab and Palestinian students 
to Babson College this summer 
to study entrepreneurship at the 
Wellesley business school. 

"It's not about the green line, it's 
about the bottom line," Grossman 
told The Advocate over the summer. 

The goal was to get these stu
dents working together toward a 

common goal, to put politics aside 
and to use business to bridge the 
divisions between them, Grossman 
said at the time. 

He died suddenly on Sept. 25 
at 65. He is survived by his wife 
Ruth; sons, Aaron and Michael; and 
grandchildren, Bennett, Liza and 
Nora. 

The day before, he was working, 
as always, to raise awareness for the 
program he pioneered, said Barbara 
Blair, associate director of public 
relations at Babson College. 

Blair worked closely with Gross-
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man on the project, called Bridging 
the Cultural Divide Through Entre
preneurship. She remembered 
seeing him working with Israeli -and 
Palestinian students late into the 
night before the students were set 
to fly home. He did so enthusiasti
cally and "joyously," Blair said. 

Donations may be made to the 
Ted Grossman Memorial Fund at 
Babson College (Ted Grossman 
Memorial Fund, c/o Babson College 
Cruickshank Alumni Hall, 231 Forest 
St., Babson Park, MA 02457), which 
will help support efforts of Bridging 
the Culture Divide. 

Reprinted with permission of The 
Jewish Advocate of Boston. 

The Jewish Federations of 
North America OFNA), the 
JWB Jewish Chaplains Coun
cil, the American L egion, the 
Brooklyn Wall of Remem
brance and the Jewish War 
Veterans of the U.S.A., all 
helped bring this event to fru
ition, an event that coincided 
with the 150th anniversary of 
service by rabbis in the armed 
forces. Veterans, chaplains, 
families of the fallen Jewish 

Representatives from the 
U.S. Air Force, U.S. Army, 
U .S. Navy, U.S. Department 
of Veteran Affairs, Jewish 
organizations, as well as mem
bers of Congress, spoke at the 
event. 
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SUSPICIONS oflran's nuclear capabilities are not new 
From Page 1 

that includes photographic evi
dence of the Iranian base. 

The report by the IAEA will 
prove that Iran built a large steel 
container for carrying our tests 
with high explosives that could be 
used in nuclear weapons, sources 
briefed on the document said Nov. 
4. The facility at Parchin, near 
Tehran, lends credence to allega
tions by IAEA member states that 
the installation was intended for 
nuclear-related explosives resting, 
the sources said. 

The IAEA has carried our sev
eral previous inspections on Iran's 
nuclear program, but as opposed 
to the investigations in the past, 
which looked at Iran's efforts to 
create uranium and plutonium, 
materials that can be used both for 
nuclear weapons as well as gener
ating electricity, the new report 
focuses on their efforts to put the 
radioactive material directly into 
a warhead. Iran, which opposes 
Israel 's existence, has long said it is 
enriching uranium only to power 
reactors for electricity generation, 
but these photos w'Jl serve to dis
prove that claim. 

Speaking to the AFP, a French 
news agency, one Western dip
lomat, who declined to give his 
name, said, "The report is not going 
to include some sort of 'smoking 
gun,' but it will be an extensive 
body of evidence that will be very 
hard for Iran to refute as forgery, as 
they have done in the past." 

The IAEA will also reveal 

SHIMON PERES 

evidence that Iran carried our 
computer modeling of a nuclear 
weapon, one source said. 

Western diplomats say the keenly 
awaited report will strengthen 
suspicions that Tehran is seeking 
to develop the capability to make 
atomic bombs but stops short of 
explicitly saying it is doing so. 

It was unclear when the con
tainer was built or whether it was 
actually used for nuclear-related 
work. 

Suspicions of nuclear arms work 
at the Parchin military complex 
southeast of Tehran date back at 
least to 2004 when a prominent 
nuclear expert said satellite images 
showed it may be a site for research, 
testing and production of nuclear 
weapons. 

Iran, which continues to insist 
its nuclear program is peaceful 
while at the same time routinely 
questioning the H olocaust and 
issuing vitriolic statements against 

Israel and Zionism, has previously 
denied the allegations. In 2005, 
Iran allowed U.N. nuclear inspec
tors to visit Parchin. 

The IAEA in May listed seven 
areas of concern regarding pos
sible military dimensions to Iran's 
nuclear program, including high 
explosives manufacturing and test
ing and the development, manu
facturing and testing of explosive 
components. 

One of the main hurdles in 
making an atomic bomb is design
ing a ring of conventional explo
sives used to compress atomic 
material in the warhead core, 
igniting a nuclear chain reaction. 
Experiments have to be carcied out 
to test the impact of explosions on 
bomb components. 

The IAEA report is expected to 
include other evidence of research 
and other activities that make 
little sense if not weapons-related, 
Western diplomats said. 

Western powers believe Iran is 
secretly trying to develop nuclear 
weapons, but Tehran denies this, 
saying it is enriching uranium only 
to power reactors for electricity 
generation. 

Any evidence of nuclear weapons 
activities would strengthen calls 
for further sanctions against Iran. 
Though no direct threats of mili
tary action on Iran have been made 
by Israeli Prime Minister Benja
min etanyahu, both Israel and 
the U.S. have repeatedly hinted at 
the possible use of force, saying all 
options were on the table. 

Middle East News Briefs Opening Night Tickets 
Playing Holiday Vacation Week! Sarkozy calls Netanyahu ·a 

liar' in private exchange with 
Obama 

PARIS (JTA) - French President 
Nicolas Sarkozy called Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan
yahu "a liar" in a private conver
sation with President Obama. 

"I can't stand him any
more, he's a liar," Sarkozy said 
in French, in comments first 
reported by the Web site Arret 
sur Images. The comment came 
during an exchange between the 
two world leaders on Nov. 3 at 
the G20 conference in Cannes. 

Obama then responded by 
saying, "You may be sick of 
him, but me, I have to deal with 
him every day," according to a 
translation by the French news 
agency AFP. 

ADL calls Sarkozy-Obama 
exchange 'unpresidential' 

(JTA) - The Anti-Defamation 
League called a reported 
exchange between French Pres
ident Nicolas Sarkozy and Presi
dent Obama disparaging Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan
yahu "decidedly unpresidential." 

"President Obama's response 
to Mr. Sarkozy implies that he 
agrees with the French leader," 
AOL National Director Abraham 
Foxman said in a statement 
issued Tuesday. "In light of the 
revelations here, we hope that 
the Obama administration will 
do everything it can to reas
sure Israel that the relationship 
remains on a sure footing and 
to reinvigorate the trust between 
President Obama and Prime 
Minister Netanyahu, which 
clearly is not what it should be." 

SHMUEL TAITELBAUM 
CERTIFIED MOHEL 

~ 
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Envoy: Iran nukes report will 
spur U.S. to ramp up pressure 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - The 
cumulative evidence of an Ira
nian nuclear weapons program 
is "credible," the top U.N. watch
dog said in its much-anticipated 
report. 

U.S. officials have said they 
will use the report of the Inter
national Atomic Energy Agency, 
which was published Tuesday, to 
ratchet up pressure on countries 
that have been reluctant to do 
so, especially Russia and China. 

DEC. 28 - JAN. 1 -DCIIIUTICBfflK" 
PRO VI DENCE 

DEC. 28 DEC. 29 DEC. 30 DEC. 31 JAN. 1 
11 :00AM 11 :00AM 

1 :00 PM 3:00 PM 1 :00 PM 3:00 PM 1 :00 PM 
7:00 PM• 5:00 PM 4:30 PM 
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Buy tickets at www.disneyonice.com, 
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Box Office or col l 1-800-745·3000 
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$15 • $20 • $40 VIP • $60 Rinkside • $70 Front Row 

AdditJonal fees may appty. 

Worden's Pond • Wakefield, Rhode Island 
website: www.campjori.com • E-mail: campjori@gmail.com 

Call Camp Director Ronni Guttin at 401-463-3170 
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fiward <lJ'not mitzvah 

SIDNEY GOLDSTEIN 

{IJN OCT. 23, SIDNEY GOLDSTEIN received the Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Steinhardt Social Research 
Institute of Brandeis and the Association for the Social Sci
ennfic Study of Jewry for his contributions to Jewish demog

raphy. The award, given at a Brandeis University dinner, was one of many 
he's received. 

RICHARD KAPLAN, the proud zaydie, is embraced by Lori and David Selsberg - the proud parents of 
the b'not mitzvah - Allie, 13, and Madison Selsberg, 12. 

Considered the dean of American Jewish demographers, Goldstein 
conducted groundbreaking research on the Jewish population of Greater 
Providence some 50 years ago. His methodology and research served as a 
model for many other Jewish communities' studies. 

Goldstein is GH Crooker professor emeritus and professor emeritus 
of sociology and population studies at Brown University, from which he 
retired in 2001. Named the 2005 Laureate of the International Union for 
the Scientific Study of Population, Goldstein has done population change 
and development research in Denmark, Thailand, China, Guatemala, 
Vietnam and several African nations. 

SIDENTS OF MANSFIELD, Mass., Allie and Madison Selsberg celebrated becoming b'not 
,tzvah at the Sharon Community Center on Oct. 22 in Sharon, Mass. Both girls attend Camp 

ORI; thetr celebration included many camp friends. 

<Board election; citation 

WINOGRAD, with 
Label Technologies, 
, was elected to the 

board of directors of the Greater 
Providence Chamber of Comnerce. 

Winograd was one of several 
Jewish entrepreneurs interviewed 
for a Jan. 21, 2011 story by Nancy 
Kirsch, "Entrepreneurs: No 'one 
size fits all.'" 

NNETH LEVY, 
enior vice president for 
xternal affairs, John

son & Wales University, received 
a citation from Johnson & Wales 
University in recognition of his 35 
years of outstanding contributions 
in service, dedication and institu
tional pride, on Oct. 7. 

He was also elected a director of 
the Greater Providence Chamber 
of Commerce. 

<Board election 

DAVID BAZAR, left, Jeffrey Brier, Larry Sadwin, Pam Vierling and 
John Angelo were recognized at Ledgemont Country Club's 87th 
annual meeting on Sunday, Oct. 16. 

&DWIN was recognized as the outgoing president; and new 
fficers include Brier as president, Angelo as vice president 
nd Bazar as secretary. Newly elected members of the board of 

governors include Marianne Litwin and Michael Friedman; presidential 
appointees to the board include Steven Feinstein, Denise Josephs, David 
Odessa, Marsy Mittlemann and Robert Sherwin. 

Speech 

Kotler
Berkowitz spoke at the 
Steinhardt Social Research 

Institute conference on Oct. 23-24 
at Brandeis University. Kotler
Berkowitz' presentation was on 
"Defining the Jewish Population: 
Analytic and Policy Implications." 

For more about the conference, 
visit http://www.brandeis.edu/ssri/ 
demographyconf/ index.html. 

fiewlawfirm 
CHRISTINE BORZILLERI, the daughter of James and Laurie 

Turi of East Greenwich, announces the opening of her law firm, 
Borzilleri Law Office, in Johnston. 

YOUR GREAT KIDS! 

CHRISTINE BORZILLERI 

As a member of Hillel at the Rochester Institute of Technology, she 
participated in Birthright. A cum laude 2008 graduate of Suffolk Uni
versity Law School, she was an active member of the law school's Jewish 
Law Students Association. 

A member of the Massachusetts and Rhode Island bars, she plans 
to focus on family law. She will volunteer as a member of the Rhode 
Island Bar Association's Volunteer Lawyers Program administered by 
the Rhode Island Bar Association. 

._ wwwjvhri.org 
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Honoring our Junior Scholars 



SIMCHAS 

ETHAN BENJAMIN ROSS 

E MADISON REUTER, 
March 23, is the daughter 

manda and Jeffrey Reuter of 
Cranston. H er big sister is Sydney Rose 
Reuter. 

Lexie is the granddaughter of Ellen 
and Ron Reuter of Beverly Hills, Fla. 
and Cranston; and Karen and Bruce 
Cohen of Framingham, Mass. She is the 
great-granddaughter of Julius Cohen of 
Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. 

MARTIN and SHERI ROSS 
of North Attleboro, Mass. 
joyfully announce the birth of 

their first child. Ethan Benjamin Ross 
was born Sept. 13, weighing 6 pounds, 
4 ounces. 

His maternal grandparents are 
Richard and Linda Katz of Worcester, 
Mass ., and his paternal grandparents are 
Allen and Sandra Ross of Smithfield. 
Ethan's paternal great-grandmother is 
Sadie "Tex" Fein of Providence. 

engagement 

BRIAN MATTH EW GOLDMAN AND JHEN RUTH KORDELA 2:URIE and STEPHAN Gold- Brian is a graduate of The Wheeler School 
man of Warwick are pleased to and the S.I. Newhouse School of Communi
nnounce the engagement of their cations at Syracuse University. He received his 

son, Brian Matthew, to Jhen Ruth Kordela, bachelor's degree in broadcast journalism and 
daughter of Donna and William Kordela of psychology. He now works in the family busi
Poway, Calif. Grandparents of the bride-to- ness, New England Pest Control. 
be are Helen and the late James Robinson of Jhen is a graduate of San Diego State Uni
San Diego, Calif., and the late Henry and versity. She studied abroad at Oxford Univer
Virginia Kordela of Poway, Calif Grandpar- sity and received a dual degree in journalism 
ents of the groom-to-be are Miriam and Her- and political science. She currently works for 
bert Schindler of Delray Beach, Fla., and the ABC6 in Providence. 
late Norma and Leonard Goldman of Paw- A May 2012 wedding at Disney World is 
tucker and West Palm Beach, Fla. planned. 
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PROVIDENCE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
Tickets:(401)421-2787 - w ww.ppacri.org 

Presented by Falun Data Assn. o f Rhode Island 

Shen Yun presents colorful and 
exhilarating performances of 
classical Chinese dance and music. 
A performance by Shen Yun is a 
presentation of traditional Chinese 
culture as it once was: A study in 
grace, wisdom, and the virtues distilled 
from the five millennia of Chinese 
civilization. 

._._ wwwJ:vhri.org 
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Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

Stronger together. Doing a world of good. 

can make a difference in the lives of Jews in our 
community, in Israel and around the world . e e can help 
strengthen and celebrate Jewish life. Answering the phone has never been so 

important: , and make a generous contribution to the 
Alliance Annual Community Campaign . It's a call that's too important to miss. 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS! 

wwwJvhri.org 


