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GA points up Alliance's 
opportunities, 

challenges 
Savit experiences 

national federation 
conference in Denver 

BY JEFFREY K. SAVI'!' 

;savi t@sha !om ri. org 

I HAVE NOT yet come down 
from my "Rocky Mountain 
high." Two weeks ago, I had 
the pleasure of representing 

our Alliance and Jewish commu
nity at the Jewish Federation of 
North America's OFNA) General 
Assembly (GA) in the mile-high 
city of Denver, Colo. (See sidebar, 
"What is the JFNA?" on page 8.) 

Some 3,000 individuals from 
around the world attended this 
GA, which focused on innova
tive social networking, collective 
global planning and funding, 
cultivating our next generation of 

young leaders, inspirational lead
ership, meaningful engagement 
via Torah study and I srael today. 
These and other topics were dis
cussed at informative seminars, 
plenaries, breakout sessions and 
board meetings. 

I had the opportunity to meet 
and talk with leading Jewish 
thinkers and doers - Jerry Sil
verman, chief executive officer of 

JEFFREY K. SAVIT 

JFNA; Jonathan Westin, JFNA's 
health policy director; Ruth Mess
inger, president of the American 
Jewish World Service; and Rhode 
Island's own Rabbi Elie Kaufner, 
executive director of the Mechon 
Hadar Institute in New York City 
(who was the GA's scholar-in-res
idence). 

I also had the distinct pleasure 
of spending time - and enjoying 
tea - with Leor Shtull-Leber, a 
young dynamo representing the 
interests of Brown RISD Hillel at 
the GA. 

Ah, to be young again! Remem
ber her name and look out, world: 
I assure you that Leor, a cur
rent toy branding and marketing 
intern at Hasbro, will soon make 
a positive impact on our national 
Jewish community. Rhode Island
ers can take pleasure and pride 
in knowing that she honed her 
leadership skills during her time 
at Brown RISD Hillel! (Editor's 
Note: Shtull-Leber co-wrote an 
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/Nancy Kirsch 

PEGGY MCKENNA and RICHARD "DICK" GREGORY 
at the J-Fitness pool 

Lifeguard is 
'just doing her job' 

Swimmer praises 
those who helped 

B Y NANCY KlRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Tuesday, Oct. 
25 was a routine morning for 
Richard "Dick" Gregory, 64, and 
his wife Louise Thorson, of West
erly ... until it wasn't. 

Regulars at ) -Fitness, Gregory 
headed for the pool, but Thorson 
had to skip her workout to catch an 
early train to Boston for a meeting. 

Less than two laps into his regu
lar routine, Gregory was in trouble. 

Peggy McKenna, a ] -Fitness 
lifeguard; two local physicians, 
including Lucia Dias Hoff and a 
doctor who requested anonymity; 
two swimmers - Yvette Wood, 

and Leonard "Lenny" Linsky 
- and Carlene Barth, )-Fitness' 
assistant health and fitness direc
tor in charge, may well have saved 
Gregory's life. 

THE LIFEGUARD REMEMBERS 

Everything changed for Gregory 
shortly after he got in the pool, 
remembered McKenna. "I saw him 
come up, take a breath and reach 
for the lane line divider," she said. 

Familiar with the regular 
swimmers and their routines, she 
knew Gregory sometimes had leg 
cramps. When she called to him 
to see if he was all right and he 
didn't turn toward her or answer 
coherently, she knew he was in 
trouble. 

That's when everyone swung 
into action. McKenna, then the 
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Pollard in 
prison: 27 
years and 
counting 
Should Obama 
release Pollard 

on humanitarian 
grounds? 

BY JACOB l<AMAHAS 

j ointMedia News Service 

lliBI PESACH Lerner 
as been visiting Jona
an Pollard in prison for 
o decades, and most 

recently, he has witnessed the dete
rioration of his health. But when 
advocating for Pollard's release, 
Lerner focuses on justice more than 
the humanitarian argument. 

"Justice has not been served in the 
fact that he did 26 years [in prison]," 
Lerner, executive vice president 
of the National Council of Young 
Israel, told JointMedia News Ser
vice. "He deserves to be out because 
enough is enough. He deserves to be 
out because he shouldn't have been 
there for life to begin with. Anybody 
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Buy Israel week: 
Nov. 28 - Dec. 4 

Bv DAN KLEIN 

NEW YORK OTA) - Their 
effort may be coming on the heels 
of "Black Friday," but organizers 
of a new nationwide campaign are 
hoping that consumers will hold 
on to some of their shopping dol
lars to show support for I srael. 

Jewish newspapers, pro-Israel 
groups, Israeli companies and 
retailers are joining together to 
launch the first Buy Israel Week, 
which runs from Nov. 28 to Dec. 
4. 

Retailers are offering special 
offers on Israeli goods and nine 
Jewish metropolitan papers are 
publishing special supplements 
and a website, buyisraelweek.com, 
is featuring deals, coupons and 
contests in order to showcase the 
breadth oflsraeli products. 

"From a consumer perspective, 
Israel is known as a high-tech 
place," said F ranees Zelazny, a 
marketer from New York who 
conceived and organized the cam
paign. "W e want to show some 
consumer brands, the coolness of 
the fashion, the food ." 

Buy Israel Week, however, is 
about more than just encouraging 

commerce. 
Spurred by the debate about 

Palestinian statehood at the U.N. 
and an ongoing campaign by 
pro-Palestinian activists to pro
mote the boycott oflsraeli goods, 
Zelazny, who has been involved in 
Israel activism, began contacting 
potential partners and supporters. 

"Not everyone can fly to Israel, 
march on Congress, or rally at the 
U.N. ," Zelazny said. "But people 
can make a purchasing decision." 

The campaign's website lists 
support from businesses such 
as www.jdeal.com, the Israeli 
national airline El Al and the 
Dead Sea skin care giant Ahava; 

Israel organiza
e l srael

hamber of 

Conference 
f Presidents of 

American 
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Students honor victims of Holocaust 

One stamp at a time 

BY CHAHLO'l'l'E SHEEH 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

FOXBORO, Mass. - Although 
Jewish children comprise a small 
minority of the 1,200 students in 
the Foxborough Regional Char
ter School (K-12), the school has 
launched a powerful Holocaust 
education initiative. Students, who 
come from 25 area communities, 
are of Asian, Hispanic, Muslim, 
African-American, Caucasian and 
other backgrounds -almost a mini
United Nations! 

In English class, fifth-graders 
read "Number the Stars," by Lois 
Lowry, a Newbery Award-winning 
historical fi ction novel set in Nazi
occupied D enmark, which realisti-

THIRTY STUDENTS SPENT a total of 24 hours glu ing 1,0S8 stamps to 
make this first Holocaust Stamps project stamps collage. 

wwwjvhri.org 

cally depicts how life changed for all 
Danish citizens during the World 
War II occupation. Courageous 
Danes saved 6,500 Jewish residents 
from being captured or murdered 
by the Nazis. Class discussions and 
projects address how prejudice, dis
crimination and intolerance led to 
how 11 million lives, including six 
million Jews, were lost at the hands 
of the Nazis during World War II. 

Students also watch the docu
mentary, "Paper Clips," about 
middle school students in rural 
Tennessee who, after studying the 
H olocaust, collected six million 
paper clips, to symbolize the six 
million Jews who perished in the 
H olocaust. 

In the spring of 2009, fifth-grade 
English classes launched the Holo
caust Stamps Project with a goal of 

"honoring each victim of the Holo
caust, one stamp at a time." 

Why collect canceled postage 
stamps? Small and lightweight, an 
advantage for easy storage, they 
were chosen for their intrinsic sym
bolism. A stamp is worth its face 
value when it is purchased. How
ever, once used to mail an envelope, 
a canceled stamp is discarded as 
worthless, as 11 million priceless 
lives were destroyed and "thrown 
away" during the Holocaust. 

The H olocaust Stamps Project 
began with an ambitious goal - col
lect 11 million canceled stamps. 
Children soon discovered that col
lecting stamps used on "snail mail" 
is a challenging task, with so many 
people using email, Facebook and 
texts to communicate. 

By June 2010, fewer than 30,000 
canceled stamps had been col
lected. During the next school year, 
word spread, and students' parents 
approached businesses that regu
larly receive mail. Children spoke 
about the project in their churches 
and synagogues, and the school's 
Web site added an official "home" 
for the Holocaust Stamps Project 
(www.foxboroughrcs.org/s tudents
fam i lies/s tudent-li fe/frcs-ho lo
caust-stamp-project). 

When the new school year began 
in September 2011, a Community 
Service Learning component was 
added to the fifth grade curricu
lum; the H olocaust Stamps Project 
was one of the learning opportuni
ties available. A group of 28 fifth 
graders meets regularly to learn 
about the history and reasons for 
the Project, and to work on it. 

Since the Project began, many 
people have asked, "What are you 
going to do with all the stamps?" 

Inspired by the stamp collage 
art done in the 1960s and 1970s 
by Rhode Island brothers, Harry 
and Joseph Jagolinzer, the stu
dents recently completed their first 
"stamps art" collage as a tribute to 
the 11 million Holocaust victims. 

The first piece of the collage -
"With Liberty and Peace for All" 
began last month. It was hard to 
contain the young artists' excite
ment when the time came to choose 
just one stamp, of the more than 
200,000 collected stamps, for the 
dove's eye in the collage. The blue 
peace dove stamp was their unani
mous choice. "With Liberty and 
Peace for All" hangs in the school's 
entry hallway for all to see. Our 
plan is that students will design and 
create 17 more stamps collage art
works based on the Holocaust and 
its lessons. The 18 pictures will be a 
symbolic link to the six million Jews 
who perished in the H olocaust, as 
18 is the numerical translation of 
chai, the H ebrew word for life. 

The FRCS Holocaust Stamps Proj
ect welcomes canceled stamps (but not 
metered stamp imprints). Send to 
FRCS Holocaust Stamps Project, 131 
Central St., Foxboro, MA 02035. 

For more information, contact 
Charlotte Sheer, at csheer@joxbo,.... 
oughrcs.org. 
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reflections of his 
friend; Rabbi Andrew
Klein provides 
perspective on truth
tell ing ... 

Temple Sinai's Consecration class 
! Temple Sina i 

CRANSTON - On Wednesday, 
Oct. 19, Temple Sinai in Crans
ton welcomed its newest students 
into the Religious School during a 
Consecration service. In the front 
row, from left, are Laura Carter 

of Scituate, Luke Carter of Sci
tuate, Michael Adelstein of North 
Kingstown, Madison Pressman 
of Saunderstown, Alyssa Brennan 
of Coventry and Drew Evans of 
Cranston. In the back row, from 

left, are Cantor Remmie Brown, 
Religious School Director Toby 
Koritsky, Marissa Pressman of 
Saunderstown, Lily Miller of 
Warwick, Samantha Rosenfield of 
Cranston, Ava Gershon of Crans-

ton and Rabbi Peter Stein. 
Aurora Rees of Cranston and 

Jordan Parris of Jamestown are not 
pictured. 

Rhode Islanders in Israel on trade mission 

STAY 'TUNED' to The Voice & Herald for an upcom
ing story about the trade mission from Rhode Island 
to Israel. In the meantime, here's a teaser: Some of 

' the mission part icipants visited the ship, E/V Nautilus, 
and met with Dwight Coleman, the Israel expedition 
leader and a marine research scientist at URl 's Graduate 
School of Oceanography. Pictured here are Ray Fogarty, 
left , Gerald (Gerry) Cohen, Jill Long, John Riendieu, Kathy 

L!llll:':lllll_ _ __:~::.._.:..._..:_ _ _ _____ ___::.___:~ ~ '.:..._,,....,.,,J.._) Tufts, Coleman, Joan Redmond and Avi Nevel. 

' Candle Lighting Times November 25 ............... 3:59 December 9 ................. 3:55 
· for areater Rhode Island December 2 ................. 3:56 December 16 ............... 3:56 
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MACEVET 
Yale University 

Jewish A Cappel/a 

Saturday, December 3, 2011 
7:00 p.m. 

Temple Emanu-EI 
99 Taft Avenue, Providence, RI 02906 

$18 Adults (in advance) $20 (at the door) 

$10 Students/ Seniors 
Main Sanctuary. Open Seating 

Free Babysitting *with Ticket Purchase 
· *Advance Reservations required: Cal/ 401-331-1616 

COMMUNITY 

MAGEVET PERFORMERS: back row, from left, Michael Fraade, Katherine McDaniel, 
Daniel Olson, Emily Langowitz and Jacob Metrick; standing row, from left, Claire 
Paulson, Andrew Kahn, Celia Rostow and Adam Berman; sitting on couch arms, from 
left, Daniel Gordon and Miriam Lauter; sit t ing on couch, from lef t , Micah Sukol, Scott 
Greenberg and Johanna Press; sitting on floor, Rebecca Suldan, Merav Stern, Atid 
Kimelman, Rachel Rudinger and Anna Yang. 

Yale University's Jewish 
a cappella group to perform 

Concert on Dec. 3 
includes Rhode Islander 

Daniel Olson 

Bv NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Magevet, Yale Univer
sity's Jewish a cappella group, will perform 
at a concert at 7 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 3 
at Temple Emanu-El in Providence. Cantor 
Brian Mayer, who considers Magevet "one 
of the finest collegiate a cappella groups in 
the nation," eagerly anticipates the group's 
performance, as the first Arts Emanu-El 
presentation. 

Daniel Olson, a senior at Yale Univer
sity and the son of Kevin and Amy Olson 
of C ranston, joined Magevet as a freshman. 
Although he hadn't been a member of Kol 
Kesem, the synagogue's choir, he knew 
that Cantor Mayer was a "big proponent of 
Jewish chorale music," he said . "I thought 
it'd be a fun opportunity to bring Magevet 
to Emanu-El." 

Although weekend performances at syna
gogues and other Jewish venues are nothing 
new for the group, their recently-released 
newest CD will be available to buy at the 
concert. 

"Magevet," (Hebrew for "towel"), comes 
from a story the group tells, one which 
may or may not be accurate, said Atid 
Kimelman, a Yale junior who is M agevat's 
musical director this year. A ccord ing to 
"legend," four Jewish men enjoyed singing 
in a sauna beneath one of Yale's residential 
colleges in 1993; the sauna's wood panel
ing improved the acoustics and the group's 
voices. So they chose the H ebrew word 
for "towel" to remember their days in the 
sauna, Kimclman said. 

Yale has, said Olson, "an incredibly 
dynamic singing culture, with some 20 

undergraduate singing groups [that range] 
from an 80-person mixed choir to jazz, pop 
or Christian ... " 

As for Jewish a cappella groups in par
ticular, Olson said they are "having a good 
moment." Magevet, however, differs from 
other such groups, he said, with its stronger 
choral style (and less focus on solo perfor
mances) and diverse repertoire of songs. 

The group is excited to si ng during 
the Friday evening children's service and 
at Shabbat services on Saturday morn
ing. Three of this year's current Magevet 
members, Olson said, sang with HaZamir 
during their high school years and are eager 
to see - and perform with - Cantor Mayer. 

As for Rhode Island native Olson, he's 
looking forward to singing with a Jewish 
youth choir, especially on his "home turf. 
I'm excited to share something that's meant 
so much to me in college with my home 
community." 

"Arts Emanu-El," said Cantor Mayer, 
"is a new construct in our shul [and] not 
associated with any particular benefactor. 
It's designed to broaden synagogue mem
bers' horizons about all aspects of Jewish art 
forms." 

The group, Olson said, travels throughout 
the U.S. to give concerts; every other year, it 
tours internationally. A 501 (c) (3) nonprofit 
organization, it receives no funding from 
Yale or Yale Hillel, though the latter pro
vides moral support, practice and perfor
mance space and refreshments, Olson said. 

Tickets for the Dec. 3 concert are 118 in 
advance/120 at the door for adults; SJO for 
seniors and students. For more information, 
contact Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence, at 331-1616. Advance reservations 
are required, and free babysitting is available 
with ticket purchase. CDs will be available Jo,· 
purchase at the concert. 

To learn more about the group, visit http:// 
www.yale.edu/magevetl 

wwwjvhri.org 



OPINION 
FROM THE 

ExECUTIVE EDITOR 

Change is good ... 
sometiines 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

I'M THE FIRST in our family to 
propose something new and different 
- whether it's trying a new restaurant 
or simply re-arrangmg the fu rruture. 

I'm the one in our family of four who craves, 
relishes, embraces and welcomes change ... 
except when I don't! 

Every year for the last 19 years (except for 
two years where the venue changed, but the 
crowd, for the most part, didn't), we have 
hosted Thanksgiving dinner for my husband's 
family - the group has ranged from a dozen 
or more to, at its peak, almost two dozen 
people. It's been a multi-generational crowd 
ofin-laws, a niece and a nephew and plenty of 
other family members - the mehutanim. 

This year, though, we'll be setting the table 
for only five people: My husband, our son, 
our daughter - just home from her first tri
mester at Union College - my mother-in-law 
and me. We all gathered earlier this month in 
Rochester, N .Y. for our niece's wedding and 
unfortunately, everyone's "traveled out!" For 
me, it just doesn't feel like a holiday with such 
a small group. 

Perhaps because my happiest childhood 
memories center around big crowds of rela
tives at Passover or Thanksgiving, a holiday 
simply doesn't feel festive without a crowd. 
Who knows if my need for a crowd is a throw
back to those earlier days, a desire to feed 
people who like to eat my cooking (although 
this year, my talented son will cook, as he has 
cooked the last 300 or so dinners I've con
sumed at home) or an insane need to feel 
loved by many people? I supposed it really 
doesn't matter what the reasons are for my 
thinking. But I know this: I don't necessarily 
like, much less crave, relish, embrace or wel
come, this change - one that's been imposed 
on me, rather than created by me. 

To that end - and not wholly altruist
cally - I emailed Marshall Einhorn and 
Amy Olson at Brown/RISD Hillel and URI 
Hillel, respectively, to let them know that we 
have plenty of food and extra chairs, if they 
know any "homeless for Thanksgiving" stu
dents who'd like to join us. Other friends I've 
invited all have places to go and people to 
dine with - which, of course, is a good thing! 

So, I am trying to be grateful for this 
change - one that just might offer its own 
blessings. My son and I are going to cook 
at Ronald McDonald House on Thanksgiv
ing morning - and that could become a new 
tradition. I am grateful that everyone in my 
immediate family is relatively healthy and 
relatively happy, and that my husband and I 
are employed in productive and meaningful 
work. 

In the meantime, I wish our readers and 
our advertisers, the Alliance staff and espe
cially my colleagues, Leah Camara and Tricia 
Stearly, a meaningful Thanksgiving holiday. 
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How terribly strange to he 70 
Asking teens to imagine 
their lives in the future 

DURING 33 YEARS as rabbi 
of Temple Habonim in Bar
rington, one of my most satis
fying roles was teaching the 9th 

and 10th graders who were enrolled in our 
synagogue's Confirmation program. After 
a few academic seasons of experimentation, 
I arrived at a relatively stable curriculum 
of six-to-eight-week mini-courses spread 
throughout a two-year cycle leading to 
Confirmation during a worship service 

on the festival of Shavuot 
near the end of the stu
dents' sophomore year. 

One of these mini
courses exposed our 
students to the biblical 
book of Kohelet, most 
often given the English 
title of Ecclesiastes. As 

Rabbi Jim I expected, by and large 
our teenagers responded 

Rosenberg positively to the skepti-
cal tone of Kohelet; the 

14- and 15-year-olds were both pleased 
and surprised to learn of a biblical book 
that did not speak to them in the manner 
of a stern parent laying down the law. 
They rose to the challenge of a book that 
offers few answers but raises numerous 
questions concerning the purpose of 
life - often questions they themselves were 
asking: How do we achieve happiness? Is 
material wealth the key? Physical pleasure? 
How does the certainty of eventual death 
shape our search for meaning throughout 
the length of our days? 

From the very outset, Kohelet establishes 
a tone that many adolescents find to be 
refreshingly honest - "telling it like it is" -
rather than offering pious but unbelievable 
platitudes: "Haveil havalim! Utter futility, 
utter futility! All is futile! What real value 
is there for a man in all the gains he makes 

under the sun?" 
During the concluding session on 4 
, I would ask the class to tum to the 

final chapter, chapter 12, which paints a 
most sobering picture of old age, "those 
days of sorrow;" "those years of which you 
will say, 1 have no pleasure in them;'" that 
time when you "are afraid of heights and 
there is terror on the road;" that time "with 
mourners all around in the street." After 

the class read this passage and reflected 
upon it, I asked the students to imagine 
themselves to be 70-years-old, to envi
sion themselves cast 55 years into the 
future, and to write diary entries reflect
ing their condition as men or women who 
were elderly. On occasion, students would 
come to me after completing this particu
lar writing assignment and confess - with 
both gratitude and melancholy - that 
this was the most difficult assignment a 

teacher had ever given them. 
When students spoke to me in such a 

fashion, I could never be sure whether they 
perceived this "difficulty" to be emotional, 
intellectual, spiritual or some combination 
of the three. What I can say with certainty 
is that in class after class the vast majority 
of our teenagers took this particular lesson 
seriously and wrote powerful statements 
concerning what they imagined would be 
the painful losses as well the significant 
satisfactions of old age. 

To send my students on their imagina
tive journey 55 years into the future, I 
would play for them on a record player 
- some of the students had never before 
seen a record player!! - Simon & Gar
funkel 's "Old Friends," a cut from the 
1968 LP album, Bookends. The song 
contains the following words set to a 

"They rose to the 
challenge of a book 

that offers few answers 
but raises numerous 

questions." 

plaintive melody: "Can you imagine us/ 
Years from today/ Sharing a park bench 
quietly?/ How terribly strange to be 70." 

"How terribly strange to be 70." Paul 
Simon, who wrote this lyric when he was 
in his 20s, turned 70 this past Oct. 13, 
while Art Garfunkel reached his biblical 
three score and ten on Nov. 5. I myself cel
ebrated my 67th birthday this past June; 
considering the alternative, I judge the 
prospect of turning 70 in fewer than three 
years to be neither terrible nor strange. 

fames B. Rosenberg is rabbi emeritus of 
Temple Habonim in Barrington. Contact 
him at rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

------------Letters----------
Fall River Jewish Home 

story welcomed 

IWANT TO take this opportunity to 
thank The Jewish Voice & Herald for 
the article about the Fall River Jewish 

Home ("Fall River facility serves Jews 
throughout the area") in the Oct. 28 issue. 

It was a huge success. The Jewish com
munities of Rhode Island and Southeast
ern Massachusetts found the article to be 
very informative 

Howard Freedman 
Freedman is the president of the 

Fall River Jewish Home 
Fall R iver, Mass. 

SEND US YOUR LETTERS .... 

The Voice & Herald -!comes letters 
from our readers. Send letters (no 
more than 250 words, please) to 

nklrschOshalomri.org or The Voice 
& Herald, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence, RI 02906. Please Include 
a daytime phone number. 

Letters must be signed and may be 
edltad for conwnt and length. 

Kudos to Food Stamp Challenge participants, 
Rabbi Stein 

IAM WRITING this letter to offer 
kudos to Betsy, wmi a~d Da_niel 
Shimberg, along with Maxme Rich

man, who took part in the Food Stamp 
Challenge. In the Nov. 11 issue of The 
Jewish Voice & Herald, Brian Sullivan 
wrote a story called "Jewish community 
unites against hunger." 

I felt extremely humbled as I read Sulli
van's story. So often, we (myself included} 
take for granted our well-stocked shelves 
and refrigerators, which are often filled 
with staples and snacks, candy, cookies 
and other comfort foods that many of us 
have the luxury to enjoy. I was shocked 
to read that S31.50 is the national average 
weekly allotment per person for food. 

I also applaud Rabbi Peter Stein for 
including this topic during his Yorn 
K.ippur sermon when he said, "It is a mis
take to say that 'they' are poor, and a dis
tinct group of Americans is hungry. These 
are friends, neighbors, fellow Rhode 
Islanders and fellow Americans." 

We can all so easily forget what an epi
demic hunger has become; especially in 
these current economic times, when many 
of us are blessed with sufficient resource 
to feed our families. Betsy Shimberg is 
definitely teaching her children how to 
be menshes, and that for sure, is living the 
Torah! 

Pamela Mahon 
Coventry 

Mission of The Jewish Voice & Herald 

TH E M ISSION of The Jewish Voice & Herald is to communicate Jewish 
news, ideas and ideals by connecting and giving voice to the diverse views of 
the Jewish community in Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts, 

while adhering to Jewish values and the professional standards of journalism. 

wwwJvhri.org 
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Echoes of mortality: 
Home ownership leaves 

a long trail 

!WANDERED INTO the Pawtucket 
Tax Assessor's Office because I'd been 
told that the employees there will tell 
you the history of your house. 

"Sure," said the nice lady behind the coun
ter. "What's your address?" 

I told her and she looked something up in 
one book and then went to another. Within 
minutes, she had the page with the owner
ship record of my home. 

I knew we had bought the house from Betsy 
Joslin, a widow, shortly 
before she remarried. And 
I'd once met a man named 
Thomas Rosenfield who had 
sold the house to the Joslins; 
but I'd buried that informa
tion somewhere deep in my 
shallow subconscious. 

Josh 
Stein 

But now, looking at the 
list of owners of Lot 547, 
Plat66-datingback to 1914 

- it suddenly hit me that many people who, as 
they entered what is now my front door, had 
said, "1his is my home." Those individuals 
had slept in my bedroom, cooked their meals 
in my kitchen and eaten those meals in my 
breakfast room. 

I knew that the Joslins had two children 

The benefits of travel 
accrue within and 

without Israel 

I'LL START OFF my column this 
time with two anecdotes. The first one 
is true - indeed, I have heard it from 
several friends, each of whom expe

rienced a different variant. The second is a 
rumor - possibly real and possibly apocry
phal, but in any case reflecting sad reality. 

Story #1: While spending a summer 
teaching in China, an Israeli friend of mine 
was asked by a local Chinese colleague how 
many Israelis live in the State of Israel. 

"About 7 million," replied 
my friend. 

"No, no," answered the 
Chinese in somewhat 
broken English. "Not in 
your city- how many in the 
entire country?" 

When my friend 
explained that indeed his 

Sam answer referred to Israel as a 
Lehman- whole, his professorial col-
Wilzig league was stupefied. "But 

___ .....;;;..._ how can that be? Every-
where I go in the world, there are thousands 
oflsraelis!" 

Story #2: Before the curtain went up in 
a West End London theater, the backstage 
announcer intoned the usual admonition, 
with a slight twist: "Ladies and gentlemen -
and Israelis - please turn off your cellphones 
before the performance starts .. ." 

The sight of so many Israelis traveling 
around the world is indeed an amazing phe
nomenon. Two questions come to mind: 
First, why so many? And second, what are 

FROM THE Ow OLNErn 
Autumnal nnninations 

who (so I imagine) had played and whooped 
and screamed just like mine, as they tore 
through the house. But how many other 
children had been protected by the walls 
that protect my family today? Did Rosenfield 
(who owned the house from 1963-1970) have 
children who slept in my sons' rooms? Or 
Sherlee Gershman (1954-1963), Samuel and 
Edna Orenstein (1952-1954) or Esther Halp
ert (1941-1952)? 

Who was Frederick R. Marquis, Jr. (the 
owner from 1938-1941)? Is he still alive? Did 
he love this house the way we do? Why was 
he here only for three years? And what about 
Thomas and Muriel Mitchell (1929-1938)? 
Did they have children who played in my 
backyard? Were they the ones who switched 
the house's heating source from coal to oil 
- and who later switched from oil to gas? 

"We are rea11y 
only caretakers." 

Conrad Paris lived in my house from 
1925-1929. Was it the Great Depression that 
forced him to sell, or had he seen the house 
merely as a starter home? In 1924, there were 
two owners; I don't know why. Rosalun C. 
O 'Brien sold to Thomas and Catherine Gill, 
but why did Thomas Gill buy the house when 
he (or someone else with the same name) had 
owned it just six years earlier - in 1918? 

Was the house already built in 1918, or was 

it just an empty lot waiting to be developed? I 
don't know. Gill bought the house (or the lot) 
from the Oak Hill Lawn Company who had 
acquired it in 1916 from M. Jenckes and E. 
H. Thornton (if I decipher the handwriting 
correctly). These two were, in 1914, the first 
recorded owners. 

Sometimes, though not often, I think I see 

a shadow or a flash of light, or hear a peep 
of sound. Then it's gone and I wonder if the 
shade of a previous owner ever returns to 
check us out. It's then that I remind myself 
that I'm an enlightened rationalist. Still, I 
wonder who these people were? And who 
will be the next owners, and the next, who 
won't even know of our existence, of our joys 

REFLECTIONS OF/IN ISRAEL 

Israelis abroad 
the consequences? 

To put matters in their proper perspective, 
here's an amazing statistic I read a few years 
ago on the United States: Only 18 percent of 
all U.S. citizens hold a passport!!! 

I use three exclamation points here to 
illustrate how unbelievable this sounds to 
Israeli ears. (The numbers have increased 
slightly since then because of a change in 
U.S. policy: All U.S. citizens now need a 
passport just to cross the border into Canada 
or Mexico.) While I tried - unsuccessfully 
- to find the parallel Israeli statistic, I am 
sure that it 's the reverse - No more than 18 
percent of all Israelis don't have a passport. 
True, America is a huge country - one can 
spend 20 vacations within the country's bor
ders without visiting the same area twice. 
But still - fewer than one in five have trav
eled overseas? 

has some serious ramifications - much like a 
good-news/bad-news joke. First, Israelis are 
not the most polite people on the planet (we 
call it dugri - "telling it like it is"); and our 
uncouth behavior overseas does not exactly 
help the country's already tarnished image 
(consider the cellphone story, above}. 

"Not for nothing are we 
ca11ed 'Wandering Jews."' 

Second, and conversely, being overseas 
has definitely moderated Israeli behavior. 
Israelis who travel frequently have begun 
to internalize some international norms of 
behavior (dressing for the occasion; inter
rupting conversations less often), to the bet
terment oflsraeli society itself 

1hird, the Hebrew language has suf
fered from English-language bombardment. 
True, some of this can also be ascribed to 
television programs and movies imported 
from the U.S., but there is little doubt that 
spending time in Anglo-Saxon countries 

and sorrows, of what we did to improve the 
house they will think of as theirs? We've had 
the house longer than anyone else - since 
October 1977 - but I know we are really only 
caretakers. 

I'd gone to City Hall to get a dog license 
for Emma who has lived with us for about 
18 months. She knows nothing of Morgan 
whose home this was for 10 years, and 
Morgan had no idea that Wordsworth lived 
here for 17-and-1/2 years. Wordsworth had 
no inkling that he was dog number two, suc
ceeding Jonathan, our first dog here. In time, 
no one will know anything of those pets who 
gave us such joy. 

At the university where I've taught since 
1969, people who have been teaching for 
decades retire - and four years later, no stu
dent remembers them. Only we "old geezers" 
recall the ancient days, the people long-gone. 
Someday, I suppose nobody will know I was 
there either, just as nobody knew (until I went 
to the Pawtucket Tax Assessor's Office) that 
while I was a kid growing up in Brooklyn, 
Sherlee Gershman lived in my house, think
ing it hers. Who were her friends? Who came 
to visit? Why did she sell? And what about 
those shadows caught in the corner of my eye, 
that vague flash of light, that peep of a sound? 

Josh Stein is a professor of history at Roger Wil
liams University. Contact him at jstein@rwu. 
edu. His blog can be found at Jromtheoldolivetti. 
blogspot. wm. 

(U.S., Britain, Australia) has also contrib
uted. 

Fourth, and again conversely, it has also 
boosted Israeli exports; most Israelis today 
have excellent English comprehension, even 
if their spoken English is somewhat tor
tured. 

Fifth and last, in contrast to American 
parochialism (again, 80 percent have never 
been overseas}, "Israel Travel Unlimited" has 
led Israelis to a greater appreciation of the 
world's diversity -- not merely in its tourist 
venues but more importantly, in the fact that 
different nations have different world-views. 
Indeed, a new and popular pre-trip activity 
is to take a few local culture classes of the 
places they will visit. 1his might not impact 
Israeli policy regarding existential issues 
such as the peace process, but perhaps we 
won't continue in the future to hear, "Ladies 
and gentlemen and ... Israelis." 

Prof Sam Lehman-Wilzig teaches at Bar
i/an University in Israel. In 2008-09 he was 
Schusterman Visiting Professor at Brown Uni
versity. Visit his website: www.profslw.com. 

There are several reasons for Israelis' wan
derlust. First, it is a small country. Despite 
incredibly diverse topography packed into a 
small space (the size of New Jersey), there is 
a limit to how much there is to see. Second, 
Israeli life, public and private, is a gigantic 
pressure cooker - we have to get out every 
so often to clear our heads. Third, accord
ing to tradition, most Israelis are descended 
from Abraham and Jacob's 12 tribes - not 
for nothing are we called "Wandering Jews." 
Traveling abroad is the way we started our 
nation, and that hasn't stopped through all 
our Diaspora exiles. Fourth and last, if Jews 
are spread out all over the world, almost 
every Israeli has mishpokhe (family) overseas 
- an excellent reason to travel abroad. (After 
all, what Israeli wants his/her overseas 
family to stay in their Israeli house? Better 
to turn the tables ... ) 

Our editorial policy 

1his might all sound trivial, but to move 
on to my second question, the phenomenon 

w. WANT OUR opinion pages to 
epresent our readers' vibrant diver
ty of ideas and opinions. Thus, 

our editorial policy is as follows: The Voice & 
Herald may publish thoughtful and informative 
contributors columns (op-eds) and letters to the 
editor on issues of interest to our Jewish com
munity. At our discretion, we may edit pieces 
for publication or refuse publication. 

Letters and columns, whether from our 
regular contributors or from guest columnists, 
represent the views of the authors; they do 

wwwjvhri.org 

not represent the views of The Jewish Voice 
& Herald or the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island. 

Send letters (250 words, at most) and op-eds 
(700 words or shorter} to Nancy Kirsch at 
nkirsch@shalornri.org (Subject Line: OPIN
IONS) or Nancy Kirsch, The Voice & Herald, 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 
Please include your name, city of residence and 
(not for publication) a contact phone number or 
email. 



OPINION 

How social media 
can disconnect us 

Bv AM1 H ERSH 

and 
L EOR SHTULL L EBER 

AS PEOPLE W H O 
barely remember a 
time before the Inter
net and who use Face

book (too) often to stay in touch 
with friends from around the 
world, we are not ignorant of the 
power of social media and tech
nology in connecting people and 
ideas. However, we question the 
direction taken when we rely too 
heavily on technology; we fear the 
authenticity of relationships based 
on "@s" and "#s" 

We admit our guilt, too. On 
one occasion, we were sitting 
around a table with friends, each 
with our own laptop. Somebody 
walked in and asked if he could 
join and do homework with us, 
and we awkwardly apologized 
that we were actually in a meet
ing - it just so happened that our 
meeting involved sitting in a circle 
in silence working collaboratively 
on the same Google doc. Still, 

Participants 
experience 

deprivation, surprises 
B Y R EV. BETSY GARLAND 

and 
MAXI NE RICH MAN 

IN THIS SEASON of Thanks
giving, 80 people of many faith 
backgrounds in Rhode Island 

participated in the Rhode Island 
Interfaith Coalition •to Fight Pov
erty with Faith's "Food Stamp 
Challenge." We joined with more 
than 1,000 individuals across the 
country to eat for a week on $31.50, 
the national average stipend for 
people on the SNAP (Supplemen
tal Nutritional Assistance Program) 
federal program, better known as 
food stamps. This is something that 
167,000 Rhode Island residents in 
90,000 households - do every week, 
not merely for a one-week chal
lenge. 

We were trying to determine 
if the stipend could sustain fami
lies struggling to put food on their 
tables, and if the expense could be 
justified, given the financial stresses 
that federal, state and local govern
ments all experience. We brought 
to this exercise a belief shared by 
all faith groups that we should help 
those in need - widows, orphans, 
individuals with disabilities, senior 
citizens with limited resources 
- anyone unable to provide for 
themselves or their families, due 
to economic conditions, health or 
other difficult circumstances. 
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Depleting the Tweeting 
do the job. 

Well, although we are young 
people with smart phones, we 
still cherish the face-to-face time 
of meetings in person - and look 
forward to turning off our phones 
during those meetings. Email 
and social media are important 
and effective tools, but we must 
be conscious of their overuse and 
wary of replacing genuine in
person relationships - whether 
we are far apart or talking in the 
same room - by tweeting instead 
of talking. 

sion. Staring into the eyes of 
another human being created 
b'tzelem Elohim (in the image of 
God) allows h is or her soul to 
reflect and interact with our own. 
The whole world can open up 
before our eyes. Social media is 
spectacular, important and quite 
useful when utilized in its proper 
time and place. Let us not, how
ever, allow the overwhelming 
presence of social media to dilute 
our in-person enduring relation
ships. 

A RANDOM TWEETER 

"We sti11 cherish 
the face-to-face 
time of meeting 

Ami Hersh, originally from Rhode 
Island, is a senior rabbinical student 
at the Jewish 1heological Seminary 
and the assistant director of Camp 
Ramah in Nyack, N.Y. Contact him 
at Ami@campramah.org. 

we use the word "guilt" because 
we were raised to understand the 
value of personal relationships. 

When we were at the Jewish 
Federations of North America 
QFNA) General Assembly in 
Denver, we were shocked to 
see the presence of the technol
ogy culture and the (over)use of 
smart phones during sessions. We 
were encouraged to play with our 
phones instead of focusing on the 
speakers. People barely looked up 

- a great success if measured by the 
"Tweet! Tweet! Tweet!" message 
of the conference. Whatever hap
pened to turning off your phone 
during a lecture? Further, one 
of the winning innovative ideas 
(http://ejewishphilanthropy.com/ 
back-to-the-jewish-future/) at 
the Jewish Futures Confer
ence called for the elimination 
of meetings; young people don't 
want to waste their time meeting 
in person when smart phones can 

in person." 

As the Book of Proverbs puts 
it, "As face answers to face in 
water, so does on one man's heart 
to another." (Proverbs 27:19) The 
beauty of interpersonal relation
ships is the ability to look into 
the eyes of another and connect 
deeply with him or her through 
conversation and facial expres-

Leor Shtull Leber, a Brown Uni
versity senior, is a student rep.I5sen
tative on the Brown RISD Hillel 
board of trustees. Contact her at leor. 
shtull.leber@gmail.com." 

A slightly different iteration of 
this commentary originally appeared 
at ejewishphilanthropy.com and is 
reprinted with permission of efew
ishphilanthropy.com. 

What we learned from the Food Stamp Challenge 
It was a humbling and trans

forming experience for us. Those 
who were familiar with sources 
of good nourishment and had the 
time and experience to cook from 
scratch found the challenge less 
difficult. O thers were less able to 
put together satisfying, varied and 
healthy meals. 

One surprise we all faced was 
discovering food to be foundational. 
It impacted all areas of our lives and 
our choices. We couldn't eat what 
we wanted, when we wanted and 
with whom we wanted. We spent 
more time shopping and preparing 
and had less time for everything 
else. We realized how much time 
was devoted to our work. Long 
hours and multiple jobs conspired 
to make eating well and cheaply 
almost impossible. As we made 
food choices, we were increasingly 
reminded that we were placed in 
a position where either/or choices 
might have to be made, too. So it 
wasn't just a matter of whether we 
could we eat at this level, but rather, 
could we eat, heat our homes, pur
chase our medications and cover the 
rent at the same time? 

A homeless person recently said 
to a group of us, "My house burned 
down. We had nothing. W e ended 
up on the streets. It could happen 
to you, too." 

Others have lost their jobs or have 
returned from I raq and Afghani
stan to a jobless economy. Family 
disasters happen every day. These 
folks need a helping hand. And, 
it isn't about them. It's about us -
and our willingness to care for our 
neighbors. 

We learned that no one wants 
to be dependent on SNAP. It is 
not a source of luxury, but rather 
a source of short-term survival. It 
is essential to the lives of tens of 
thousands in Rhode Island and 
millions across this country. We 
urge Congress to start thinking 
before cutting; to understand the 
impact on families, on children, on 
the elderly; to experience the daily 

and weekly realities that others are 
facing. We urge you, the taxpayers, 
to take a stand. In Rhode Island, 
call or write Senators Jack Reed and 
Sheldon Whitehouse and your rep
resentative - Rep. James Langevin 
or Rep. David N. Cicilline. As we 
enter this week of Thanksgiving, 
urge them to sustain all food and 
other safety net programs for our 
most vulnerable residents. 

Rev. Betsy Aldrich Garland of 
Warwick and Maxine Richman of 
Barrington were co-chairs of the state
wide initiative. 

For more information about the 
Rhode Island Interfaith Coalition 
to Fight Poverty with Faith or the 
Food Stamp Challenge, contact Marty 
Cooper, community relations council 
director at the Alliance, at 421-4111, 
ext. 171 or mcooper@shalomri.org 

I COMPL-eTet:> My 
t:>UAL- t:>5Gl255 IN 
5CONOMICS ANt:> 

PUSL-IC POL-ICY AT 
6Ul2NS1t:>e, BUT we 

L-IK5 TO CAL-L- IT 
PBe::>PL-B 1S PAIZK 

UNIVBIZSITYI 

TUITION'S 
Fl255 ! UNTIL.. 

CAMPUS IS SHUT 
t>OWN FO~ NOT 

HAVIN(S. A PE12MIT, 
THAT IS---

WHAT IF THE OCCUPY MOVEMENT 
L-eC-TU2ES COUNTED F02 Cl2Et:>IT? 

Sam Rosenfeld, a Brown University senior studying psychology and education, is a cartoonist for the 
Brown Daily Herald. He sent The Jewish Voice & Herald an assortment of editorial cartoons regarding 
the Occupy Movement that have been published in the Brown Daily Herald. He w anted, he wrote, Hto 
give a Jewish Brown University student's perspective on the movement. Enj oy/" 

wwwjvhri.org 
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WHY are some community members disengaged? 

· What is the JFNA? From Page 1 

op-ed that appears on page 7 of 
this issue of The Jewish Voice & 
Herald.) 

GooD NEws, 
NOT- SO- GOOD NEWS 

am delighted to report that 
our Alliance is truly ahead of the 
national curve in many areas: 

• Our system of program and 
service allocations; our Jewish life 
and learning curricula, instruc
tion and programs for children, 
teens and adults; 

• Our strategic planning for 
efficiency, consolidation and col
laboration; 

• Our priorities around cultivat
ing and engaging our next genera
tion of young leaders; 

• Our targeting resource invest
ment and identification to meet 
the needs of the individuals who 
are most vulnerable. 

On the other hand, we are cur
rently behind the curve with our 
social networking, our communi
cations/messaging and our ability 
to make our fund-raising relevant 
to many Jewish commu nity mem
bers across greater Rhode Island. 
Indeed, this is why we are pilot
ing with Columbus, Ohio in the 
innovative Grapevine/Jewish 
Journey Connector social network 
initiative to engage community 
members across the state to take 
part in exciting Jewish program
ming that is specifically tailored 

From Page 1 

sole lifeguard on duty, grabbed the 
rescue tube (a flotation device for 
the person being rescued) and went 
into the pool. After McKenna acti
vated EMS 0 -Fitness' Emergency 
Medical System), Linsky went to 
call 911 and told the men in the 
locker room what had happened. 
One man - the (privacy-preferring) 
physician - scooped Gregory out of 
the pool. Then, he and Dias Hoff 
administered CPR. Barth retrieved 
the Automated External Defibrilla
tor (AED) from the J-Fimess desk 
and brought it to McKenna, who 
then activated the device. 

Gregory was unconscious while 
they performed CPR and used the 
AED, said McKenna, and while 
they waited for first the firefight
ers and then the ambulance, which 
rushed him to Rhode Island Hos
pital. 

McKenna remembers that, after 
the ambulance left, everyone looked 
at each other, amazed at what had 
happened. Wood, who helped sta
bilize Gregory in the pool, said, 
"The lifeguard was terrific; she did 
a magnificent job." 

BACK AT WORK 

Gregory, looking hale and hearty, 
returned to work one week after his 
heart attack, going from his hospi
tal room to his Benefit Street office. 

He looks the picture of health: 
He has run marathons and typically 
exercises six days a week - three 

to them. 

IT'S A TWO-WAY STREET 

Communal engagement is a 
two-way street. At the Alliance, 
we are listening to the aspirations 
and needs of community mem
bers across the state. We need the 
trust of, as well as the buy-in and 
support from, all of you, our com
munity members. Not only are we 
a fully functional federation that 
provides educational, cultural, 
camping and health-and-wellness 
programming, but we also serve 
as the catalyst and convener of our 
diverse Jewish community. With 
your collective input, we deter
mine which social service, educa
tional and international programs 
our greater Rhode Island Jewish 
community supports and pro
foundly impacts. 

As Jews throughout greater 
Rhode Island, we must help and 
support one another - no one else 
will do so. As such, I ask all of 
you, all of us, to begin to think 
more broadly with our commu
nity hats firmly in place. 

We are a collection of won
derfully charitable, passionate 
individuals. Even so, we do not 
necessarily operate as a cohesive 
community as often as we might. 
For instance, the Alliance spon
sors so many diverse programs 
across the state in the fields of 
art, culture, international affairs 
and politics - and yet so few 

people attend. Why is that? We 
also operate a JCC in Providence 
that offers a tremendous breadth 
ofJewish life and learning oppor
tunities, as well as very affordable 
health and wellness program
ming, yet our membership num
bers are at an historic low. Again, 
why is that? 

Like-minded Jews gener-
ally desire to congregate with 
fellow like-minded Jews, so what 
accounts for such apathy? 

In order to create a cohesive and 
stronger Jewish community, the 
Alliance needs your support, your 
engagement and your participa
tion. 

I am determined, with your 
collective help, to elevate our 
Alliance to a place of local and 
national prominence. We have 
a most wonderful structure and 
foundation ... now I need each of 
you to roll up your sleeves, think 
and engage communally in areas 
that appeal to you, and collabo
rate with us to create a stronger, 
healthier and more cohesive 
greater Rhode Island Jewish com
munity. 

Who knows? Maybe in the not
so-distant future, greater Rhode 
Island might proudly host a GA! 

Savi!, chief executive officer and 
president of the Alliance, welcomes 
hearing from members of the Jewish 
community. Contact him at 421-
4111, ext. 157 or jsavit@shalomri. 
org. 

Rhode Island's 
Elie Kaunfer is 

scholar-in-residence 
B Y VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

SOMETIMES, THE 
alphabet soup of acronyms 
carr be confusing, so we 

wanted to clear up any confusion 
among our readers. 

The Jewish Federations of 
North America QFNA), through 
its website, states: "The Jewish 
Federations of North America 
represents 157 Jewish federations 
and more than 300 independent 
Jewish communities. [The Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
is one of those 157 federations.] 

"The federation movement, 
collectively among the top 10 
charities on the continent, pro
tects and enhances the well-being 
of Jews worldwide through the 
values of tikkun olam (repairing 
the world), tzedakah (charity and 
social justice) and Torah Qewish 
learning)." 

Each year, JFNA hosts an 
annual North American Jewish 
conference called the Gen
eral Assembly, more familiarly 
known as the "GA." This year, 
the GA was held in D enver from 

Nov.6-8. 
The GNs website states: "It 

inspires and engages current and 
emerging Jewish leaders, tackles 
the critical issues of the day and 
showcases the best of the Federa
tion movement." 

Rabbi Elie Kaunfer, the son of 
Rabbi Alvan and Marcia Kaunfer 
of Providence, is co-founder, rosh 
yeshiva and executive director of 
Mechon Hadar, an educational 
institution that seeks to empower 
a generation of Jews to create 
and sustain vibrant, practicing, 
egalitarian communities ofTorah 
learning, prayer, and service. 

As the scholar-in-residence at 
the GA in Denver, Rabbi Kaun
fer spoke at three plenary sessions: 
Read his comments at www. 
mechonhadar.org/jfnaga201 l. 

Rabbi Kaunfer, a graduate 
of Harvard College and Jewish 
Theological Seminary, is on 
the Talmud faculty at Yeshi
vat Hadar. A Wexner Gradu
ate Fellow, he is a co-founder 
of Kehilat H adar and in 2009 
Newsweek named him one of the 
top 50 rabbis in America. 

Selected as an inaugural A VI 
CHAI Fellow, he is the author 
of "Empowered Judaism: What 
Independent Minyanim Can 
Teach Us About Building Vibrant 
Jewish Communities" (published 
by Jewish Lights, 2010). 

SWIMMER credits lifeguard and others for their diligence and skill 
days of half-mile swims and three 
days oflong walks or weight-lifting. 
Although he had no prior cardiac 
history, Gregory was seeing a car
diologist, as heart conditions caused 
the sudden deaths of his father and 
grandfather, at 71 and 78, respec
tively. "I had zero issues regarding 
my heart," said Gregory, who has no 
memory of what happened shortly 
after he got into the pool. 

"If I wasn't around the [AED] 
with someone who knew how to 
use it, I'd [have been] in trouble," 
Gregory said. "How lucky can I get 
- someone watching me all the time 
and dragging me out of the pool?" 

Gregory's law office has an AED; 
although his staff members haven't 
learned how to use it, they will 
soon, he said. 

Once Gregory was on his way 
to the hospital, Barth• tried to con
tact a family member. The phone 
number on file was inaccurate, so 
she drove to Gregory's office, and 
found Dr. Robert Serinsky, whose 
dental office is in the same building. 
Serinsky told Barth that he or one 
of Gregory's employees would con
tact Thorson, then in Boston. 

THORSON TELLS DER STORY 

After Thorson received word, she 
caught first a train and then a cab to 
get to Rhode Island Hospital. 

During a crisis, "I become very 
rational and see things very clearly 
and figure out what needs to be 
done," Thorson said. 

/Courtesy of Richard Gregory 

NINA GREGORY, left, Richard Gregory, Phillip Gregory 
and Louise Thorson 

Clearly stating that her com
ments didn't constitute medical 
advice, Thorson felt that her hus
band's regular exercise routine was 
an asset. 

She explained that Gregory came 
to full consciousness around 10 a.m. 
on Thursday, Oct. 27. "He had a 
defibrillator put in Monday [Oct. 
31]. He's out of the hospital Tuesday 
[Nov. 1] and he goes back to work
that's my guy." 

Thorson is grateful that their 
children dropped everything to 
come and help while they were 
going through the crisis. "They put 
their lives on hold," she said. 

The defibrillator (one he called an 
"implantable cardioverter defibril
lator"), "monitors what's going on. 

wwwjvhri.org 

I'm in a much better place with this 
thing in my chest if something does 
go wrong." 

Gregory, who has no "bucket 
list of things to do before he dies," 
believes that his heart attack has 
nothing to do with how he's cared 
for himsel£ "This was out-of-the
blue - I wouldn't be surprised if this 
was my father's and grandfather's 
[problem]. I bet there was some 
genetic component." In light of that, 
Gregory wants their son Phillip, 24, 
to be aware of the situation. 

"It's been heartwarming how 
genuine the concern of our chil
dren, friends and colleagues - the 
children [ they also have a daughter 
Nina, 28] were just devastated." 

J UST DOING HER JOB 

With some 20 years of lifeguard
ing experience, McKenna was 
reluctant to tell her story. "I just did 
what I was trained to do and I thank 
God that all those people came to 
assist me," she told The Voice & 
Herald several days after the rescue. 
"I thank God we had the AED -
that's what saved his life." 

Of the "regulars at the pool" 
who helped her, she said, "They all 
stepped up - they are the heroes." 

For McKenna, the "take-away 
message" is clear: More people 
should be trained to administer 
CPR and use the AED. The Red 
Cross-certified lifeguard found 
using the AED simple and straight
forward, as it provides clear, step
by-step instructions. 

"People say casinos and airports 
are the best places for this [a heart 
attack] to happen, with people 
paying attention, but this was 
another great place," said Gregory. 
"I want to compliment everyone." 

Those who saved Gregory's life 
performed the highest mitzvah in 
Jewish tradition - that of saving 
a life. The Jerusalem Talmud tells 
us, in Sanhedrin 4:1 (22a), " ... And 
whoever saves a life, it is considered 
as ifhe saved an entire world." 

If there is sujficimt interest in the 
community, the Alliance will hold 
CPR and AED classes. If you are 
interested in participating, contact 
Carol Gualtieri at 421-4111, ext. 109 
or cgualtieri@shalomri.org. 
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Super Sunday: Calling one and all Jewish camps offer more 
than swinmring pools Annual Community 

Campaign phon-a
thon scheduled for 
Sunday, Dec. 4 

BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE "Super 
Sunday" is the day every member 
of our greater Rhode Island 
Jewish community has the oppor
tunity to give help, hope and the 
promise of a better life for people 
in need. It is the capstone fund
raising effort of our Jewish Alli
ance of Greater Rhode Island's 
Annual Community Campaign. 

The Alliance launched its 
Annual Community Campaign 
several weeks ago. To date, more 
than S2 million has been raised 
for Jewish needs here at home and 
around the world. On Sunday, 
Dec. 4, between 9 a.m. and 1 
p.m., volunteers will reach out to 
the entire Jewish community of 
greater Rhode Island to ask for a 
pledge of support to help make 
our world a better place with a gift 
to the 2012 Campaign. The Alli
ance need to raise another Sl.3 
million to meet the demands for 
human and social services in the 
year ahead. 

This year's Campaign is driven 
by the concept that when we all 
participate, we all succeed. The 
Alliance's "Super Sunday" phon
a-thon ensures t hat together, our 
collective dollars will make a 
tangible and positive difference 
in our Jewish community and in 
Jewish communities throughout 
Israel and around the world. 

The Jewish Voice & Herald 
regularly reports on the impact of 
Alliance dollars - from provid
ing food and a friendly visitor to 
mature adults in the former Soviet 
Union and sponsoring Jewish 
educational programs for young 
teens in Poland to providing camp 
scholarships for Jewish youth and 

educational and social programs 
for Jews of all ages, all in greater 
Rhode Island. 

"Those programs and count
less others can only be sustained 
by a vigorous and robust Cam
paign," said Sharon Gaines, 2012 
Annual Community Campaign 
chair. "Your dollars matter. If you 
believe, as I do, that we all have 
a responsibil
ity, indeed a 
sacred duty, 
to help those 
who need our 
ass i stance, 
I hope you 
will make 
your pledge 
today." 

Gaines 
noted that 
the Alli
ance wel
comes all 
volunteers 
for "Super 
Sunday," 
even if 
peop l e 
can only 
commit for an hour. "Many 
people," she said, "find it difficult 
to ask for money. But once they 
realize that they are asking for 
an important cause - and not for 
themselves - it's a lot easier." 

"Funds from the Alliance's 
Annual Community Campaign 
[formerly the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island's Campaign] 
better people's lives," said Richard 
Licht, chairman of the Alliance. 
"Whether donations ensure that 
mature adults are able to purchase 
prescnpt10n medications and 
food or that young Jewish adults 
explore their Jewish identity 
through shared Jewish learning 
and experiences, our donations 
make a meaningful difference. 
Tzedakah starts with each of us 
- please give as generously as you 
can." W hen we all participate 
together in a unified effort, we all 
succeed, he said. 

Call now 1-888-856-2705 
All offers require 2 year agreement. Ottm end 1/8111 aoo ar, based on app,-""11 ciedt cietlt card required N"' 
a.otoolels ooly Im r.,,rred. rrust mamta• ~ogramm,ng. INR anrl/ri HO Al:tessl Pra,s h19t,r aoo terms & condilions va~ 
• select mar1<e1s $19 9'; llaodlm!I & 11e1Nery lee miff 'PllY Call fr, detai~ ©101 I OIRECIV and ~, Cydone llesgn logo are 
lra<leman<s of OIR[CIV, Ir, 

In short, one phone conversa
tion can make a difference in the 
lives of Jews in our community, 
in Israel and around the world. 
One phone conversation can help 
strengthen and celebrate Jewish 
life. 

When your phone rings on 
"Super Sunday," please answer it 
and contribute generously to the 
Alliance's Annual Community 

Campaign. 
This call 
is too 
imp or
tant to 
m i s s ; 
people 
count on 
us to be 
there for 
them in 
the coming 
year. 

To 
more 
the 
the 

learn 
about 

impact 
Alliance 

has on those 
need help 

or to donate 
online,visit 

www.shalomri.org. 

To make your gift before "Super 
Sunday,,. for more information or to 
volunteer, contact Michele Gallagher 
at 421-4111, ext. 165 or mgalla
gher@shalomri.org. 

Additional phon-a-thons to reach 
individuals who weren't contacted 
on "Super Sunday• will be held 
Monday, Dec. 5, from 6 - 9 p.m. 
and Wednesday, Dec. 7, from 6 - 9 
p.m. 

Campership grant 
opportunity available 

BY LARRY KATZ 

lkatz@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Overnight 
Jewish summer camps offer so 
much: Your child can experience 
activities ranging from outdoor 
adventures, basketball, ceramics 
and canoeing to organic farm
ing, campfires, music and dance. 
Campers are encouraged to dis
cover talents and interests they 
never knew they had. 

If your child has never been to 
Jewish overnight summer camp, 
you may be eligible for a Sl,000 
incentive grant from The Foun
dation for Jewish Camp and 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island, available on a 
first-come, first serve basis. This 
is not a scholarship program, as 
grants are not based on finan
cial need. Children who have 
never been to a Jewish overnight 
summer camp for a period of at 
least 19 days may be eligible for 
the grant. 

With more than 150 partici
pating camps - both traditional 
and specialized - across North 
America, there's bound to be 
a place that suits your child's 
interests and temperament. 

By weaving Jewish values, 
culture and traditions into the 
fabric of camp, Jewish camps 
help campers connect to their 
identity and the larger Jewish 

community. W hether they're 
telling stories in their bunks, 
learning about the environment 
or playing kickball, campers 
explore what Judaism means to 

them in a safe, nurturing and 
fun environment. 

Jewish camps offer an unpar
alleled opportunity for children 
to be immersed in a vibrant 
culture of living Judaism. Each 
camp designs its own program 
to be accessible and enjoyable 
for all campers. Without even 
realizing it, campers learn and 
experience the values that make 
the Jewish religion and culture 
so meaningful in today's world. 
Jewish and Israeli culture is cel
ebrated through song, food, art 
and dance. Some camps use and 
teach Hebrew to make Judaism 
come alive. 

The impact of Jewish camp 
doesn't end on the last day of 
summer. Children with pivotal 
Jewish camp experiences are 
more likely to become adults 
who value their Jewish heritage, 
support Jewish causes and take 
on leadership roles in their com
munities. 

A variety of overnight camps 
span different denominations of 
Judaism, accommodate special 
needs in myriad ways and offer 
unique programming, catering 
to each family's needs. 

For more about the grant oppor
tunity: www.onehappycamper.org 
or Larry Katz at 421-4111, ext. 
179 or lkatz@shalomri.org. 

Community Relations Council 
Speaker Series 

at 

Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 

December 8 at 5:30pm 
Understanding Poland and its 

relationship with 
Israel 

Special Guest 
Marek Lesniewski-Laas 

Honorary Consul for Poland 
to New England 

Since 1994, Mr. Lesniewski-Laas has served as Poland's Honorary Consul 
for the New England promoting economic, cultural and political ties 
between the Republic of Poland and the United States. This has included 
assisting Polish dignitaries during their visits to the US, organizing 
Massachusetts trade Mission to Poland, assisting Polish nationals in the US 
and working closely with Polish-American organizations . 

Jewish Alliance 
01- Ci Kll\ l LK KIIOUL l ~ LANIJ 

Togc1hcr, we tnc sHongcr. 

wwwjvhri.org 

For more information : 
mcooper@shalomri.org 

www .shalomri.org 
401 .421 .4111 

Community 
C ,Aalatlons 

Council --"'-......... 
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Films off er provocative looks at history 
Films address 1913 

Atlanta and 
current-day Israel 
BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - The Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
~--- will show two films at 

the JCC Social Hall: 
"The People v. Leo 

~--~ Frank," on Wednes-
day, Nov. 30 and "The 

Human Resources Manager," on 
Tuesday, Dec. 6. Both are free 
and open to the community; all 

~ lt& 
~ -
~11\~ 

events will be held in the JCC 
Social Hall. 

Written and directed by Ben 
Loeterman, "The People v. Leo 
Frank" brings to life a nearly 
100-year-old criminal case. The 
1913 murder of 13-year-old Mary 
Phagan, a child laborer in an 
Atlanta pencil factory of which 
Frank, the Jewish factory super
visor, was wrongly accused. After 
Georgia's governor commuted 
Frank's sentence from death 
to life in prison, an angry mob 
lynched Frank. 

"The Human Resources Man
ager," based on A. B. Yehoshua's 
"A Woman in Jerusalem," is just 
one of several Israeli films focus-

Hhode Is land Hosp ital 
T he \liriam Hospita l 

/,ifr.-..pa11 Partnt'I',.., 

ing on various aspects of Israeli 
culture and society. Following 
the showing of each Israeli film, 
our local Israeli emissary, Noa 
Prawer, leads a discussion of how 
the films illuminate Israeli soci
ety. Nearly 70 people attended the 
first program in November, a film 
called "Someone to Run With." 

A few years ago, the former 
Bureau of Jewish Education held 
a series of programs based on 
"A Woman in Jerusalem," a film 
that portrays the efforts of a bak
ery's human resources manager 
to learn one employee's personal 
history. That employee, who 
wasn't Jewish, came from Roma
nia and died in Jerusalem. A. B. 

1111· \IIRIA~1 A:\ll RIIOl>F ISl.;\:\I) ll<>Sl'ITAIS 

\\ IS II YU L1 A .JOY CJ US II,\:\ L' K K .\II. 

wwwJvhri.org 

Yehoshua astonishes readers with 
unexpected turns as he digs into 
the soul oflsrael today, said Larry 
Katz, director of educational ser
vices at the Alliance. So, too, the 
film focuses on the mission of the 
manager who comes to admire a 
woman he didn't even know. 

The film, which won five Israeli 
Academy Film Awards in 2010, 
was directed by Eran Riklis, who 
also directed "Lemon Tree" and 
"The Syrian Bride." The film, 
said Katz, reportedly offers some 
insight into Israelis' sense of 
humor. 

On Nov. JO, "The People v . Leo 
Frank" will air at 7 p.m. in the 

Alliance's Social Hall; the program 
is sponsored by BNY Mellon Wealth 
Management and the Alliance. For 
more information, contact Stephanie 
Markoff Cohen at scohen@shalomri. 
org. A teacher's guide - a collabora
tion between the Anti-Defamation 
League and Ben L oeterman Pro
ductions, Inc. - far "The People v. 
Leo Frank" is available from Larry 
Katz or at www.adl.leofrank.com. 

On Dec. 6, "The Human R esources 
Manager" will air at 7 p.m. in the 
Alliance's Social Hall. 

For more information, contact 
Noa Prower at nprawer@shalomri. 
org. 

Holocaust survivor able 
to live at home 

]FS programs, funded 
by the Alliance, 
transform lives 

BY ERI N MI IOR , LICSW 
Special to The Voice & H erald THE PHONE RANG 

at 9 a.m. on a recent 
Monday morning at 
Jewish Family Service 

of Rhode Island (JFS). The call is 
from Israel. The adult son of a wid
owed Holocaust survivor living 
alone in Warwick doesn't know 
who else to call. He is searching for 
someone who can visit his father, 
isolated and frail. Although he has 
not seen his father in many years, 
the son senses from their phone 
conversations that he is failing. He 
turns to us, atJFS, for assistance. 

The JFS social worker who took 
the call asks the son if his father 
knows that he is reaching out to 
JFS for help. 

The answer is "yes." 
After asking several other ques

tions - to get a better sense of 
the urgency of the man's situa
tion - the social worker calls the 
individual in Warwick, to arrange 
a meeting with him to further 
assess his needs. 

When they meet, the social 
worker observes that the adult, 
elderly and frail, has been neglect
ing his personal care and hygiene 
for some time. He fears falling in 
the shower; with his deteriorat
ing health, he can't perform even 
the most basic housework. His 
income barely makes ends meet 
and his family relations have been 
strained for some time. 

As the man developed trust in 
and comfort with the JFS social 
worker, she was able to help him 
access state-subsidized benefits. 
Lifeline RI installed a lifeline 
unit to give him peace of mind, 
as he feared falling while at home 
alone. Individuals from Home 
Care Solutions came for 16 hours 
a week for several weeks; their ser
vices dramatically improved his 

personal hygiene and the orderli
ness of his home. Kosher Nutri
tion Program delivered meals to 
him, easing his financial burden of 
finding money to pay for groceries 
and ensuring his access to healthy 
and nutritious food choices. 

This individual - a survivor of 

"His income bare1y 
makes ends meet 

and his fami1y 
re1ations have 

been strained for 
some time." 

the Holocaust who could be your 
husband, brother, father or grand
father - tells JFS that he plans to 
remain in his home .---
for the rest of his life. 
Because of the support 
from this constellation 
of services provided ~--~ 
by JFS - his "JFS family" - he no 
longer fears having to live out his 
last days in a nursing home. 

Erin Minior, LICSW, is the chief 
executive officer of Jewish Family 
Service. Contact her at erin@jfsri. 
org. 

L ifeline RI, H ome Care Solu
tions and the Kosher Nutrition 
Program are some of the programs 
offered by Jewish Family Service of 
Rhode Island. The Kosher Nutrition 
Program and Home Care Solutions 
receive generous funding from the 
Alliance's Annual Community Cam
paign. 

For more information about JPS, 
contact 331-1244, infa@jfiri.org or 
wwwJfsri.org. 

For more information about the 
Alliance's Annual Community Cam
paign, contact Michele Gallagher, at 
421-4111 or mgallagher@shalomri. 
org. 
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Barrington men cook 
Habonim holds 

cooking competition 
fundraiser 

BY LEAH T1 NBERG 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

BARRINGTON - More than 60 
people braved the cold rain and 
snow to attend Temple Habonim's 
"Men Who Cook" event on the 
evening of Saturday, Oct. 29. 

Male members of Barrington's 
Reform synagogue, which is led 
by Rabbi Andrew Klein, provided 
the food for the buffet-style dinner 
compet1t1on, which attracted 
members of both genders and of 
all ages. Chefs competed in three 
course - dairy, non-dairy and, 
dessert - and samples of all were 
available for tasting. 

The evening included a wine 
tasting (with wines from Somer
set Liquors) for the adults, and a 
raffle of food-themed gift baskets. 
Margaret Lederer, a pastry chef 
and owner of Purple Pear of Provi
dence, LLC, and Joe Simone, chef 
of The Sunnyside restaurant in 
Warren, were the contest judges. 
Although the event was a com
petition - and awards for "Judges' 
Favorite" and the "Crowd's Favor
ite" were given - the atmosphere 
was one of light-hearted, good
natured banter among the com
petitors. 

The night's overall winner, 
chosen by the judges, was Steven 

Levine, whose Tuscan chicken 
with fennel and white beans (see 
recipe below), earned the prize. 
H onorable mention went to Alan 
Buff for his poached salmon and 
to Bryan Lorber for his chocolate 
chip cookies. The crowd favorite 
was the Peking tapas frittata pre
pared by The Men Who Don't 
Cook team of Andrew Reich, 
Joe Schechtman and Steven 
Koppelman. 

This was the first Men Who 
Cook event at Temple Habonim, 
said Debbie Greenspan, who 
came up with the idea and led the 
committee, a group she praised 
for their energy and enthusiasm. 
Greenspan, a former H abonim 
board member who led the syna
gogue's kugel cook-off a few years 
ago, talked with The Jewish Voice 
& Herald several days after the 
event. She said that the program, 
which was organized more as a 
social event - and less as a fund
raiser - did make some money, 
though she's not sure how much. 

"We had teenagers from 
Habonim and Congregational 
Church in Barrington [more 
familiarly known as "The White 
Church"] help that night with 
serving and cleaning up," she said . 
"Students from both congrega
tions are part of a group going on 
a service trip to Arizona; we gave 
them some money to subsidize the 
trip." The balance of the money 
- about two-thirds of the funds 
raised - will support educational 
and social events at the temple. 

'-'~)/,. . ~· :-- - ... , · ··. ·:,-:{;;_;,,Special 
Moments are 

Better when 
Shared 

Sheraton is where couples 
gather. Enjoy time together in 

the Sheraton Providence Airport 
Hotel's beautiful, newly

renovated Grand Ballroom at 
your next special event. 

enjoy a discount of] 
your 
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Fourteen men cooked, Greens
pan said, and one man even com
peted in two different categories; 
all the cooks received aprons. 

Will "Men Who Cook" 
become an annual event at Temple 
Habonim? Only time will tell! 

Steve Levine's Tuscan chicken 
with fennel and white beans 

Ingredients 

3 tablespoons olive oil 
1 cut-up whole chicken 
1/2 teaspoon coarse kosher salt 
1/4 teaspoon pepper 
1 teaspoon fennel seeds 
A few sprigs of rosemary 
1 onion, cut into wedges 
2 large cloves garlic or garlic 

powder 
·1 fennel bulb, quartered, cored, 

thinly sliced 
1 red pepper, seeded, thinly 

sliced 
1 28-ounce can whole peeled 

tomatoes 
1/2 cup dry white wine 
1 tablespoon chopped fresh 

rosemary leaves 
1 16-ounce can of cannellini 

beans, drained 
Chopped fresh Italian parsley 

Method 

Pre-season the chicken with the 
kosher salt, pepper and the table
spoon of rosemary. Rub these into 
the chicken and let si t covered for 
an hour or so. 

In skillet, heat oil over medium
high heat. Add chicken pieces to 

---=-

skillet, skin side down. Cook 5 
to 6 minutes, turning occasion
ally, until chicken is light golden 
brown. Remove chicken from 
skillet. The skin needs to be 
crisp so cook thoroughly. 

Add onion, garlic, fennel 
and pepper to hot skillet. 
Cook 2 to 3 minutes, stirring 
constantly, until vegetables 
are just crisp-tender. 

Add chicken, tomatoes, 
wine, fennel seeds and 
rosemary sprigs; break up 
tomatoes by gently squeezing 
them. Heat to boiling. 

Reduce heat; cover and simmer 
20 to 25 minutes, turning chicken 
once, until chicken is tender. 

Stir in beans. Cook uncovered 
about 5 minutes longer. Sprinkle 
with parsley. 

Makes 6 servings. 

L eah Tinberg, a senior at L incoln 
School for Girls, lives in Pawtucket. 
Contact her at ltinberg@gmail.com. 

ProvidenceAir~ort> , 
·' 
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Saturday 
Nov. 26 
Klezmer Hassidic Coffee 
House 

Fishel Bresler and Shelley 
Katsh play music. 

Brooklyn Coffee Tea House, 209 
Douglas Ave., Providence 

8-10 p.m. 

$9 

More info: www.facebook. 
com/fishelbresler, www. 
BrooklynCoffeeTeaHouse.com 
or 575-2284 

Monday 
Nov. 28 
JERI Satellite Office Hours: 
Topic: "Giving Thanks: 

JERI Director Susan Adler 
and Assistant Director Ethan 
Adler counsel seniors and their 
families; Ethan is also available 
for pastoral counseling. 

Sakonnet Bay Manor, 1215 
Main Road, Tiverton 

10:30 -11 :30 a.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Tuesday 
Nov. 29 
Rosh Hodesh Women's Study 
Group 

Leonore Sones leads group. 

Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., 
Cranston 

11 a.m. 

More info: 942-8350 

Wednesday 
Nov. 30 
Book Discussion at Temple 
Sinai 

Rabbi Peter Stein leads 
discussion of Gal Beckerman's 
book, "When They Come for 
Us, We'll Be Gone: The Epic 
Struggle to Save Soviet Jewry." 

Temple Sina i, 30 Hagen Ave ., 
Cranston 

11 a.m. 

More info: 942-8350 

!he People v. Leo Frank" 
Film screening with Ben 
Loeterman, the film's creator. 

The Alliance, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

7 p.m. - Opening remarks 
followed by movie and dessert 
reception 

More info: Minh Nguyen at 617-
722-7195; see story on page 10. 

Friday 
Dec. 2 

Senior Cafe Lunch and Learn 
A presentation about Chinese 
culture and tradition. 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St, Warwick 

11 :15 a.m. - Program; Noon -
Lunch 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ 

More info: Elaine or Steve at 
732-0047 

This location hosts II meal site 
every weekday. 

Temple Torat Yisrael's 
ShabbatYachad 

Thomas Broffman discusses 
"Gambling Problems: A Jewish 
Don't Ask Don't Tell." 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 1251 
Middle Road, East Greenwich 

6 p.m. - Service; 7 p.m. - Dinner 

$10/adults; $5/kids 10 - 18' 
free/children under 10; $30 
maximum/family 

More info: 785-1800 or www. 
toratyisrael.org 

Shabbat Service for 
New Members 

United Brothers Synagogue, 
205 High St, Bristol 

7 p.m. - Buffet. 8 p.m. - Service 
followed by coffee and dessert 

More info: 253-3460 or 
ubsbristol@gmail.com 

Saturday 
Dec. 3 
Congregation Beth David 
Service and Luncheon 

Shabbat service includes adult 
b'nei mitzvah. 

Congregation Beth David, 102 
Kingston Rd., Narragansett 

9:30 a.m. 

More info: 946-2604 

Annual Goods and Services 
Auction 

Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., 
Cranston 

5:30 p.m. 

More info: 942-8350 

Magevet Concert at Emanu-EI 
Yale University Jewish a 
cappella group Magevet and 
Kol Kesem HaZamir Teen Choir 

Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave ., 
Providence 

7- 8:30 p.m. 

$18 in advance or $20 at the 
door/adults; $10/students and 
seniors; free/children 12 and 
under 

More info: 331-1616; see story 
onpage4 

Sunday 
Dec. 4 
SUPER SUNDAY 

Alliance volunteers will be 
phoning members of the Jewish 
community for donations to the 
Alliance's Annual Community 
Campaign. 

9 a.m. -1 p.m. 

More info: 421 -4111 ; see story 
onpage9 

Tamarisk Open House 
Visit remodeled respite and 
trial apartments. Refreshments, 
raffles and give-a-ways. 

The Phyll is Siperstein Tamarisk 
Assisted Living Residence, 3 
Shalom Drive, Warwick 

1-4p.m. 

More info: 732-0037 

Temple Torat Yisrael's Annual 
Galkin Concert 

"Celebrating the History of 
Jewish Music " with Bo and Bill 
Winiker. 

Archie R. Cole Junior High 
School, 100 Cedar Ave., East 
Greenwich 

3 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Tuesday 
Dec. 6 
Temple Emanu-El's Rosen 
Library Book Sale 

Books for adults and youth, 
some audio books and videos 

Library, Temple Emanu-EI, 99 
Taft Ave., Providence 

11 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

More info: 331-1616 

Temple Sinai Lunch and Learn 
Lunch and Learn with Toby 
Koritsky: "Women of the Bible: 
Filled with passion, power and 
purpose, what can we learn 
from these women?" 

Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., 
Cranston 

11 a.m. 

More info: 942-8350 

Israel Culture Through Film 
The Alliance, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

7 p.m. 

More info: Noa Prawer at 421-
411, ext 121; see story on page ,o 

Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

Noon - Lunch; 12:45 p.m. -
Program 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ 

More info: Neal Drobnis or Lucy 
Flam at861-8800, ext 107 

This location hosts a meal site 
every Wednesday and Friday. 

Thursday 
Dec. 8 
Temple Emanu-El's Rosen 
Library Book Sale 

See Dec. 6 Temple Emanu-EI 
entry 

11 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

More info: 331-1616 

JERI Satellite Office Hours: 
• Shmeer and Shmooz: 

JERI Director Susan Adler 
and Assistant Director Ethan 
Adler counsel seniors and their 
families; Ethan isavailable for 
pastoral counseling. 

Temple Shalom, 223 Valley 
Road, Middletown 

11 a.m. - Noon 

More info: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Hug N'hamah: Circle of 
Consolation 

Rabbi Amy Levin and Dr. 
Tom Broffman facilitate a 
bereavement discussion group. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave ., Cranston 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Friday 
Dec. 9 
Yiddish Shmooz 

Rabbi Peter Stein of Temple 
Sinai is the guest speaker. 

The All iance, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

9:30 - 11 a.m. 

More info: 421-4111 

Congressman David Cicilline 
at Temple Beth-El 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

5:30 p.m. - Shabbat dinner; 7 
p.m. - Shabbat service followed 
by guest speaker 

$18 for dinner 

More info: Rob Massi at 331-
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth
el.org 

Wednesday S d 
Dec.7 Un ay 
Senior Cafe Lunch and Learn 

URI Pharmacy presents a 
program about dealing with 
stress during the holidays. 

The JCC at the Alliance, 401 

wwwjvhri.org 

Dec.11 
Seniors Concert 

Temple Sinai's Jewish choral 
ensemble, Shireinu, presents 
Hanukkah songs and music 

CALENDAR 
reflecting Jewish tradition and 
experiences. 

Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave, 
Cranston 

1 p.m. 

More info: Susan Gara at 615-
8552 or Temple Sinai at 942-8350 

Tamarisk Open House 
See Dec. 4 Tamarisk entry 

The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 
Assisted Living Residence, 3 
Shalom Drive, Warwick 

1- 4p.m. 

More info: 732-0037 

Beth-El Hanukkah Celebration 
and Concert 

Evening features David Grover 
and the Big Bear Band; 
refreshments and gifts for 
children. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

4p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi at 331-
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth
el.org 

Monday 
Dec.12 
Dr. Peter Mark Speaks About 
a Jewish Diaspora at UMass/ 
Dartmouth 

Dr. Peter Mark, a Wesleyan 
Universitv, art history professor, 
presents: "The Forgotten 
Diaspora : Jewish Communities 
in West Africa and the Making 
of the Atlantic World." 

Board of Trustees Room, Foster 
Building, UMass/Dartmouth, 
285 Old Westport Road, North 
Dartmouth, Mass. 

3-4:30 p.m. 

More info: Rabbi Jacqueline 
Sallow at 508-910-6551 or 
jsatlow@umassd.edu 

Calendar 
Submissions 

Please note: Our next 
issue of The Voice &Herald 
will be published on Dec. 9. 
Please send calendar items 
fur that issue by Nov. 28. 
Calendar items fur the Dec. 
23 issue are due by Dec. 12. 

Send all calendar items 
to nkirsch@shalomri.org 
with the subject line of 
"CALENDAR." 



COMMUNITY 
The Alliance hosts a 

'Vodka + Latke' evening 
A night to nosh, 
imbibe and help 

others 
PROVIDENCE - Many of us 
eat latkes with applesauce or sour 
cream, but why not enjoy your latkes 
with a shot of vodka? The Alliance 
is hosting a "Vodka + Latke" event 
on Thursday, Dec. 15, from 7:30 -
9:30 p.m. The $18 per person price 
of admission to the event, at State 
Ultra Lounge, 1 Throop Alley, 
Providence, includes two compli
mentary drinks, assorted latkes and 
appetizers. 

In the spirit of the Hanukkah 
season, the Alliance is collecting 
items for a mitzvah project to ben
efit children at Hasbro Children's 
Hospital. Please bring a donation 
to help us make the holiday season 
a bit brighter for children who are 
hospitalized. Specific items most 
needed are: infant/toddler board 
books, arts & crafts kits and gift 
cards to Toys"R"Us, Target, Wal
mart, Old Navy and Showcase 
Cinemas. 

RS VPs are requested by Dec. 7. 
Contact Rabbi Michael Weinstein at 
421-4111, ext. 223 or mweinstein@ 
shalomri. org. 

Local author writes 
self-defense hook 

CRANSTON - Marc Bochner, 
28, owner of the Academy of 
Kuntao Jiu-Jitsu: Realistic Self
Defense Training Center, has 
self-published "Realistic Self
Defense for Parents , Children, 
and Adolescents." 

According to his release, the 
Cranston resident initially wrote 
the book as a training manual 
for his students, but expanded it 
to teach children without formal 
martial arts training how to 
defend themselves. 

In writing the book, Bochner 
drew on his background, which 
includes 20 years of martial arts · 
training, 12 years of teaching, 
and his 2009 doctorate in physi
cal therapy from URI. "I knew 
the importance of this topic," he 
said. "Children [today face) more 
dangers than I had growing up. I 
knew I had to get this right." 

The book addresses such topics 
as awareness, intuition, instincts, 
verbal defusing and physical 
defenses from punches, chokes, 
grabs and ground situations. Ir 
identifies strategies to deal with 
bullies, Internet safety and how 
parents can protect their chil
dren. 

"Realistic Self-Defense for Par
ents, Children, and Adolescents 
is available at Amazon.com for 
124.95. Bochner's martial arts 
school, the Academy of Kuntao Jiu
Jitsu, is located on 855 Dyer Ave., 
Cranston. 1hose w!io purchase the 
book from Amazon.com and bring 
the receipt to his martial arts school 
are eligible to apply the $24. 95 
toward the cost of their first month 
of training. 

For more information, visit 
www.Kuntaofiufitsu.com. 

A Home Is Burglarized Every 18 Seconds; 
Don't let yours be the next! 

FR EE Home Security System! 

s350 Value! ==-= 
I ■■■ 
~ Front and back doors prolllcled 
~ Infrared Motlon De1actor Sensor 
~ Digital keypad with Police, Are, 

Medical and Eme<gency butlons 
~ warning Siren 
~ Control Panel with battery back-up 
~ Lawn Sign and Window decall 
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/ Nancy Kirsch 

Music at Rochambeau 
ON THURSDAY, NOV. 3, Wensday Greenbaum ("Miss Wensday") performed with the Mike Miller 
Swingtet at the Rochambeau Public Library in Providence. Nearly 100 people filled a meeting room 
in the library to hear the jazz concert, which opened the traveling exhibit of the American Library 
Association's "A Fine Romance: Jewish Songwriters, American Songs, 1910-1965." 

20o/oOFF* 
Framed Pictures & Mirrors 

Pre-Made Frames 
Custom frames NOT included 

PROVIDENCE PICTURE FRAME CO. 
DRYDEN GALLERIES LTD. 

Rte. 95, Exit 24, Branch Ave. (Next to Benny's) 
Daily 8:30-6:30, Sundays 12-5 

www.providencepictureframe.com 

wwwjvhri.org 
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German Jews invented 

today's Jewish movements 
Food, dance and song 

at Chabad's Sukkot celebration 
Princeton professor 

argues even 
orthodoxy is modern 

BY EDWARD R UEHLE 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

IT'S PROBABLY THE most 
loaded question in Judaism: 
ls it a religion, a culture, a 
nationality? That is, which of 

these really reflect Judaism's 
essence over time and grounds 
our ability to carry it forward? 
Leora Batnitzky, a Princeton 
University professor, provides 
a rather eye-opening answer 
in her book, "How Juda-
ism B~came a Religion: An 
Introduction to Modern 
Jewish Thought," (published 
by Princeton University Press, 
September 2011, 224 pages, 
I SBN-978-0691130729): 
None of them; they are all 
modern inventions. 

The story - and the book 
- begins in the German
speaking Jewish communi
ties of the early 1800s when 
Jews were emancipated and 
given the opportunity to join 
society as equal citizens. Ear
lier, Jews lived in legally self
contained communities that 
had the authority and responsibil
ity to govern its members. Beliefs, 
laws and customs were inextricably 
intertwined. But as the modern 
nation state was taking hold, reli
gion was moving out of govern
ment's sphere. Under the sway of 
Protestantism, religion, especially 
in Germany, became something 
personal, an individual realm sepa
rate from politics and public life. 

Judaism had to change. It fol
lowed the Protestant path and 
defined itself as a religion. The 
cliche, of course, is that German 
Jews simply traded their Judaism 
for German culture and Protes
tantism. Batnitzky debunks this 

myth and tells the story of how 
the modern strands of Judaism -
Reform, Conservative and Ortho
dox - were invented by the German 
Jewish community. They did so, 
she explained, so as to embrace 
Judaism and make it relevant in an 
enlightened world that was reject
ing dogma and the influence of reli
gious institutions in public affairs. 

Monotheism was the anchor; 
Jewish reformers redefined and jus-

hA~TZKY 

HW 
JUDAISM 
BECAME A 
RELIGION 

An Introduction to 
Modern Jewish Thought 

tified Judaism as the original reli
gion that holds fast to the belief in 
monotheism. 

The Reform movement saw that 
experience as a personal respon
sibility, a self-cultivation lead
ing to ethical behavior attuned to 
universal moral truths, which it 
found espoused in the Bible. To 
the Reform movement, Jewish law 
served a political purpose and was 
no longer in synch with modern 
civil society. 

Conservative Judaism viewed 
Jewish law as a valid and living reli
gious tradition, but the laws needed 
to change to conform to modern 
knowledge and sensibilities. 

www.BonnieSellsHouseS.com 
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#I Coldwell Banker 
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Orthodox Judaism held fast to 
the idea of Jewish law as eternal and 
unchanging. By doing that, Ortho
dox Jewish thinkers introduced the 
sectarian notion to modern Juda
ism: one correct Jewish belief. 

Although these reformers 
debated the role of Jewish law, 
many saw the history of that law 
as creating a religion ultimately 
more rational than Christianity -
a belief in a single God brought to 

life through behaviors versus a 
belief commanded through 
dogma. In that sense, we 
have inherited the debate 
about Jewish law, but little 
else of the answers these 
thinkers espoused. 

Given Judaism's devel
opment as a religion, Bat
nitzky argues that neither 
Zionism nor notions of 
Jewish culture are essen-

RABBI YEHOSHUA LAUFER and Aaron Reichman 
sing together at a Chabad Sukkot celebration. 

"Monotheism 
was the 
anchor." 

Pilgrims or PHDS students? 

tially Jewish. They simply 
reject the idea that Juda
ism is solely a religion and 
bring forth other elements 

of its origins to fulfill very modern 
concepts and needs. As Batnitzky 
points out, Judaism doesn't fit any 
modern mold especially well. H er 
book adds both shrewdness and 
humility to the search for modern 
Jewish identity and the claims often 
made about the purity of these 
identities. 

Edward Ruehle, a business writer 
and editor in Providence, is writing a 
history of his Viennese family and how 
it and Judaism came to reconcile reli
gion and modernity. Contact him at 
eruehle@edwardruehle.com. 

A REPRESENTATIVE of Plimouth Plantation in Plymouth, Mass., talks 
with Providence Hebrew Day School students Ari Goldberg, Chavi 
Saklad and Binah Leah Haldorsen. As part of the Plimouth Plantation --==- =.,...~._,..=====--.-~~...,.--:-:----,.--, program at the school on Nov. 

300/oSAVINGS 
ON SELECTED 

NORO AND DEBBIE BLISS YARNS 

NOROIRO 
Chunky hand-dyed wool-silk blend 

NORO KOCHORAN 
Chunky quick-to-knit wool, silk and angora blend SPECIAL HOLIDAY 

pRONIOTIOl'I 
Now through 

oecembe, 24th 
DEBBIE BLISS CASHMERINO DK 

. . 1 
. While you a·r: ~: re . ' ' 

discounts on yarns and' i!~~:s:~i~~~tage of 0th er great 
Store Hours roughout the store" 
Monday-F "d SO o· .• Saturda n ay 9:00-4:30 ,vision Street 

Y l l .00 _ S:00 Pawtucket. RI 02860 
722-5660 

wwwjvhri.org 

14, students dressed in clothing 
from the time of the Pilgrims. 

SNOW SERVICES 
Call Now for Details' 

Snail' Shol'cli119 
S110w Tliroll'i119 
Snow Plnw1n9 
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Providence hosts educators for Torah Umesorah program 
Nov. 4 - 6 weekend 

action-packed 
BY RABBI PERETZ SCHEI ERMAN 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - More than 
75 educators from across New 
England traveled to Providence, 
for Torah Umesorah's Shabbat 
of Chinuch for the Nov. 4-6 
weekend. Torah Umesorah, the 
National Association of Jewish 
Day Schools (Umesorah), is 
an international organization 
representing hundreds of North 
American day schools. 

Rabbi Chaim Wein, Umeso
rah's director of special services; 
Shammai and Miriam Esther 
Weiner; and Tzippy Scheiner
man and I chaired the weekend 
program. The Philadelphia Rosh 
Yeshiva, Rabbi Harav Shmuel 
Kamenetsky joined New England 
Rabbinical College students for 
shaharit (morning services). Then, 
Providence Hebrew Day School 
(PHDS) students welcomed 
Rabbi Kamenetsky with songs 
and greetings. 

On Friday night, New England 
Rabbinical College Rosh Yeshiva 
Rabbi Eliezer Gibber addressed 
some 150 people at Congregation 
Sha'arei Tefilla. 

BY SUSAN BROWN 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

W EN I FIRST 
ame to the United 
tates, I came from 
ogota, Colombia, 

which at the time was just a little 
bigger than Providence. Except 
for the language and the people 
on the streets, downtown Bogota 
was very much like downtown 
Providence, or any other mid-size 
American city. The downtown 
atmosphere was very business-like; 
you came, you bought something 
(or not), and you went home again. 

I came to Providence in 1958, as 
a student at Bryant College (then 
occupying an East Side area that 
has since been absorbed by Brown 
University). In addition to Bryant, 
Pembroke College and Brown 
University shared the East Side of 
Providence with a healthy propor
tion of Rhode Island's Jewish pop
ulation. From the colleges, it was 
a short walk to Wayland Square
not much farther to go than down
town - but there was no question 
as to which was pleasanter. 

Downtown had several large, 
multi-level department stores, 
such as The Outlet Co., Shepa
rd's, Peerless and Cladding's, and 
several dime stores like Kresge's, 
Newberry's, and Woolworth's. 
Service at these stores was polite 
but rather anonymous. There 

His sermon focused on the con
cept - expressed in Parashat Lekh 
-l'kha- that the Jewish people are 
as numerous as the stars. Stars 
are light-years away from Earth; 
and the starlight still shines from 
a star that no longer exists. Stars, 
like good teachers, leave bright 
light for years to come - when 
teachers invest energies into stu
dents, students' accomplishments 
shine brightly even many years 
later. 

''When we are 
actively engaged in 
conversations, our 

motor neurons help 
us be thoughtful 
and respectful." 

Rabbi Dovid Nojowitz, director 
ofUmesorah; Rabbi Kamenetsky; 
Rabbi Baruch Hilsenrath, dean 
of the Magen David Yeshiva in 
New York; Rabbi Yosef Lipson 
of the New England Rabbini
cal College; Chaya Newman of 
Umesorah; Rabbi Shmuel Ochs, 
principal of Torah Academy in 

/ Wendy Hauser 

RABBI PERETZ SCHEINERMAN, left, Philadelphia Rosh Yeshiva 
Rabbi Shmuel Kamenetsky, center, and Rabbi Eliezer Gibber 

Boston; Rabbi Tzvi Levin, prin
cipal of Bais Yaakov in Boston; 
Rabbi Baruch Levine, assis
tant principal of Yeshiva Ketana 
of Waterbury, Mass., and I 

REMEMBER THE p AST 

addressed community members 
throughout the weekend. 

On Saturday night, at a sold
out community me/ave malke (a 
festive dinner at the conclusion 

From the Archives if the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association 

No malls in Wayland Square 
were a few upscale stores, many of 
which were on the upper floors of 
buildings like the Alice Building. 

Wayland Square, on the other 
hand, presented me with a com
pletely different shopping expe
rience. It was surprising to find 
such a friendly, residential quality 
in a shopping area. There weren't 
many cars - nobody seemed to be 
rushing anywhere; and just being 
there made for a pleasant after
noon. You could spend a few hours 
just happily looking in various 
stores for what you wanted without 
feeling rushed or pressured. 

Stores like Dorothy Williams, 
Town and Country, Helen Olev
son, Mrs. Robinson's, etc., pro
vided quality merchandise; and 
the fact that they were smaller 
and owner-operated provided a 
warmer shopping experience and 
made customers feel special. You 
could soon depend on being rec
ognized at these stores, and sales
people remembered and respected 
such details as your style prefer
ences and sizes. Even the 'real' 
department store there, which was 
first Cladding's and then Peer
less, was a much pleasanter place 
to shop because it didn't occupy 
a tall building, and you could see 
almost the whole store right from 
the entrance. 

Corning from another country, 
and not being too familiar with 

SUSAN BROWN, circa 1958 

what college students here were 
wearing, I fou nd it wonderful to 
meet salesladies in the stores who 
were friendly and ready to advise 
me about making purchases. It was 
also a revelation to find that the 
stores were staffed with friendly, 
outgoing people who made me feel 
comfortable. At Wayland Square 
stores, I could chat with salespeo
ple, many of whom were my fellow 
students or their parents. 

There was something else I 
particularly liked about Wayland 

wwwjvhri.org 

Square in those years. Because I 
grew up in a country where Jews 
were a quiet and insignificant 
minority, the fact that many of 
the owners of these stores and 
many of the people living nearby 
were Jewish, made me feel that 
I belonged - even though I was 
4,500 miles from my family and 
my tiny Jewish community. I 
especially remember one exciting 
shopping trip: a friend was getting 
married at Temple Emanu-El, 
and we went shopping for dresses 

of Shabbat), Rabbi Nojowitz 
encouraged parents to learn with 
their children and maintain regu
lar contact with the school; they 
should never denigrate a teacher 
or school, especially around chil
dren. 

On Sunday morning, Dr. David 
Pelcovitz, noted psychologist in 
the New York area and professor 
at the Azrieli Graduate School, 
spoke at a professional seminar 
for educators. Asking why our 
attention for and respect for one 
another has waned, he noted new 
research: When we are actively 
engaged in conversations, our 
motor neurons help us to be more 
thoughtful and respectful; but 
when we look at computer screens 
or text someone, motor neurons 
reduce our feelings of empathy. 
Pelcovitz shared practical skills 
for teachers' communications 
with parents and students. 

To learn more about Umesorah 's 
programs, call 212-227-1000. 

To learn more about PHDS, call 
331-5327, ext. 21. 

Rabbi Peretz Scheinerman is 
dean of PHDS and New England 
Academy of Torah. Contact him at 
pscheinerman@phdschool.org. 

and a gift for the bride. We spent 
a whole afternoon running back 
and forth between stores; Town & 
Country, Dorothy Williams and 
Peerless needed to be searched for 
dresses, and then matching shoes 
had to be found at Kay's New
port. Once these items were lined 
up (and left for slight alterations 
or shoe-dyeing), we had to make 
appointments to have our hair 
done at Nandel's, and then care
fully examine all the possibilities 
for gifts at Helen Olevson's, Mrs. 
Robinson's, Tilden's and Reliable 
Gold. 

When we finally sat down in a 
booth at the Newport Creamery, 
we were loaded with shopping 
bags, and we shared our excite
ment with the motherly waitress 
who served our food. We antici
pated with pleasure the return 
trip the next week to pick up our 
dresses and shoes. 

Wayland Square certainly 
offered a pleasant and comfortable 
shopping experience for me, an 
18-year-old foreigner so far away 
from my family and my commu
nity. 

Susan Brown is a member of 
the Rhode Island Jewish Histori
cal Association. To comment on this 
piece or others of the Rhode Island 
Jewish Historical Association, contact 
rjhist@aol.com. 
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Hanukkah cuisine offers more than latkes and sufganiyot 

Keeping lesser-known 
culinary traditions 

B Y SYBIL KAPLAN 

JERUSALEM OTA) - Latkes 
and sujganiyot, the jelly-filled 
doughnuts especially popular in 
Israel, are well-known H anukkah 
fare made with oil to signify the 
holiday tale. 

Lesser known is the tradition of 
cheese and the story of Judith. 

Like the H anukkah story, 
which is part of the Apocrypha 
- books not incorporated in the 
Bible - the book of Judith tells 
of a beautiful widow whose town 
was under siege by the army of the 
Assyrians and decided to visit the 
commander-in-chief of the army 
to ask him not to overtake the 
town. As the story goes, she gives 
him wine; he gets falling down 
drunk and falls into a stupor. 
Judith beheads the king and saves 
her people and the town. 

Legend has it that Judith fed 
him cheese to make him thirsty, 
and since she lived in the same 
period as the Maccabees, Jews of 
various communities instituted 
the custom of eating cheese dishes 
in honor of her heroism. 

On my cookbook shelf is a clas
sic written in the 1970s - "A Taste 

of Tradition" by Ruth Sirk.is, the 
"Julia Child of Israel." Sirk.is has 
written numerous cookbooks and 
was the food editor for a major 
Israeli women's magazine; she 
also had a popular radio show. 

"A Taste of Tradition" covered 
all the Jewish holidays; below are 
some of her Hai:iukkah recipes. 
To celebrate Judith, some cheese 
recipes are included from various 
sources. 

Cheese latkes 
This recipe is from "Spice 

and Spirit, The Complete 
Kosher Jewish Cookbook of the 
Lubavitch W omen." 

Ingredients 

3 eggs 
1 cup milk 
1 cup drained cottage cheese 
1-and-1/2 cups flour 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
5 tablespoons sugar 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1/2 cup oil 

Method 

Place eggs, milk, cottage 
cheese, flour, baking powder, salt, 
sugar and vanilla in a bowl and 
mix until smooth. 

H eat oil in a frying pan (if using 
nonstick pan, use less oil.) Drop 

SustainableCoHee.com 
$ I Off "Just Roasted" Co!Tee of the Day 

a FREE CUP with Every Pound 
All Coffee - roasted to order - on the premises 

FREE SHIPPING* 

I 00% Fair Trade / Organic Coffee 
Serving Coffee on Wickenden Street for 27 years 

•-lib. Hi11. 

207 flickenden St. Providence. /U. 02903 • 401-173-1/98 or 1-877-Coffee-4 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

s1·1• OFF ·~1~-

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

batter by spoon into hot oil. 
Fry until brown on both sides. 
Drain on paper towels and con

tinue until all batter is used. Keep 
warm until serving. 

Serve with sour cream or apple
sauce. 

Makes 4 - 6 servings. 

Vanilla ricotta fritters 
This recipe comes from a Chi

cago chef Gale Gand, who got it 
from her mother-in-law. 

Ingredients 

Vegetable oil 
3 large eggs 
1/4 cup sugar 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1 cup whole-milk ricotta cheese 
1-and-1/4 cups flour 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
Confectioners' sugar 

Method 

In a large saucepan, heat 2 
inches of vegetable oil. Set a large 
wire rack over a baking sheet, top 
with paper towels and position 
near the saucepan. 

In a large bowl, beat the eggs, 
sugar and vanilla with a wooden 
spoon. Add the ricotta and beat 
until smooth. Add flour and 
baking powder and beat until just 
blended. 

Using a very small ice cream 
scoop or 2 teaspoons, slide 8 wal
nut-size rounds of batter into the 
hot oil. 

Fry over moderate heat until 
deep golden all over and cooked 
through, 3 to 4 minutes. 

Using a slotted spoon, transfer 
the fritters to the rack to drain. 

Continue frying the remaining 
fritters in batches of 8. 

Arrange the fritters on a plat
ter and dust well with confection
ers' sugar. 

Makes 8 servings. 

Paradise Ponchekes 
Ruth Sirk.is is the source of 

the recipes fo r the mini-dough
nuts called ponchiki in Russian 
and ponchik in Yiddish that were 
brought to Israel by Polish immi
grants, as well as several types of 
latkes. 

Ingredients 

1 cup water 
4 ounces margarine 
1 cup flour 
4 eggs 
Oil 

Method 

Bring the water to a boil in a 
saucepan. Add margarine and 
continue boiling until it melts. 
Add the flour and mix with a 
wooden spoon until the mixture 
forms a ball and leaves the sides 
of the pan. 

Remove from heat. Beat in the 
eggs, one at a time. 

H eat oil in a pot for deep
frying. When oil is hot, drop in 
pieces of dough from a teaspoon. 

Let puff and turn as needed to 
assure even browning. 

Remove from oil with slotted 
spoon. Drain on paper towels. 
Serve hot with warm sauce (reci-

pes below). 
Makes about 40 ponchekes. 

Chocolate sauce 
Ingredients 

1 cup light corn syrup 
2 ounces unsweetened choco

late 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1 tablespoon unsalted marga

rine 
Method 

Combine syrup and chocolate 
in a saucepan. Heat over low heat 
until the chocolate melts. 

Remove from heat, add vanilla 
and margarine. Mix well. Serve 
warm. 

Orange Sauce 
Ingredients 

1 cup orange juice 
1/2 cup sugar 
1 tablespoon cornstarch 
Juice from 1 lemon 
2 tablespoons orange liqueur 
2 teaspoons grated orange rind 
1 tablespoon, unsalted marga-

rine 

Method 

Mix orange JUiee, sugar and 
cornstarch in a saucepan. 

Bring to a boil and hoil for one 
minute, stirring constantly. 

Remove from heat and let cool. 
Add lemon juice, orange 

liqueur, orange rind and marga
rine. 

Mix. Serve warm. 
from Page 16 
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A Chef in Three Hours? 
Well, almost. 

After three hours with one of our che&, 

you could fool a lot of people. That is 

exactly what you can do through our 

Chefs Choice programs. 

!Q 
I 

From "Essence ~£Tuscany'' to "Taste of China" 

to "Fiesta in Spain", you can choose over 

40 specialized dishes. Learn "Crazy Cupcakes" 

or "Spanish Tapas". 

We also have classes for kids and 

teens, "Basic Skills Culinary" or 

"Pizza Party'' and a brand new 

Pro-Series. 

All classes are $80 or $100. 

Our Chefs Choice programs 

also make wonderful chef's 
and unique gifts. CHOICE 

Call 401-598-2336 or 1-800-DIAL-JWU (ext. 2336). 

Visit www.jwu.edu/chefschoice for 

a complete list of classes or to register on line. 

JOHNSON & WALES 
U N V E R S T y 

wwwjvhri.org 



Galil 

Rokeach 
Chanukah Candles 
44 ct. 
limit 2 

99¢ 
Ahet Mfr. online rebate 

Kedem 
Sparkling Juice 
25.4 fl , OL, 
select varieties 

Extra Virg in 
Olive Oil 
16.9 fl . oz. 

199 

Manische w itz 
All Natura l 
Aseptic Broth 
32 fl . OL, 

select Varieties 

Streit 's 
Ready to Serve 
Soup 
15 OL, 

select varieties 

Elite 
Chocolate Coins 
0.53 oz., milk chocolate 
or bittersweet 

Manischewitz 
or Kedem 
Ce llo Soup Mix 
6 0L pkg., 
select van eties 

Chanukah family favorites 

99¢ ?$5 
Ge dilla 
Candy Filled 
Chanukah Dreidel 
2oL 

Boston 
Chanukah 
Fruit Slices 
8 OL 

CELEBRATE with foods from Israel 

~~· i$3 
Ose m Streit's 
Couscous Wafers 
8 .8 oz. 7 oz., 
select va rieties select varietie s 

frozen foods for the festival 

299 
Golden 

Season 
Roasted 
& Peeled 
Chestnuts 
5.2oz. 

229 
Season 
Skinless Boneless 
Sardines 
4.375 oz., 
select varieties 

199 
Lieb e r's 
Chanukah Je ll ies 
5.94oL 

Choco late Bar 
3 oz., milk chocolate 
or bittersweet. 
select varieties 

Golden 
Plerogles Potato Pancakes 

10 .6 Ot.., 
select va rieties 

Golden 
Blintzes 
13 oz., 
select varieties --1.,;;;;;;ll!!!!!!o-' ~ l~ ·varietie, 

399 
Cohen 's 
Hors d 'oe uvres 
6-7 .75 oz., 

Klnere t 
Mini 
Potato Latkes 
30 oz. 

299 
Klneret 
Onion Rings 
20 oz. 
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• Streit's 
Potato 
Pancake Mix 
4.5•6 oz., 
select var ieties 

select varieties 

Empress 
Chocolate 
Chanukah Pop 
1 ot., milk chocolate 
or dark chocolate 

g$2 -~a,m Te a Biscuits 
4.5 oz., 
select varieties 

Tabatchnlck 
Frozen Soups 
14,s., s oz. 
select varieties 

299 
Dr. Prae g e r's 
Frozen Pancakes 
12-13.5 oz .. 
HI~ varieties 

Gefen 
Apple Sauce 
23-24 oz., 
regular or natural 

299 
ACME 
All-Purpose 
Russet Potatoes 
S lb. bag 

199 
Kineret 
Potato Latkes 
21 oz .. f rozen 

- Manhattan 
Je lly Rings 
9 oz., 

I select variet ies 

~$5 
Lipton Kosher 
Re cipe Se cret 
Mixes 
1.9.4.09 oz. , 
select varieties 

Macabee 
Breade d 
Mozzarella St icks 

Prices effective thru December 28th, 2011 
'fllla ,-tell.e.i l\.w""" ..... •ied.f ld¥9P'l ....... ,......,._lff.,"!)',.._W•-.eu1.-l<1 .... • tli110wd...a1Mrt....t.i..i., , .,...10W)'lllei1..,.ttt........,.1«lpr1q•-•ilba-.,■uble 5.,..,.....,, • .y.a...t~t11 for H lll1. Wt -.,.....tlle~.,-t1el......i~.._ ,..._,, NtSll•l•D•ll.,_f...d, eft~-H'l'<ltt,l'Nk.,,.,......,..i.bt, --"), .,.wi,...,...,_ .t •...,_..._""-ti._,,..,....,,_.,,._,,,._ a<apt ...,fie",- MIN '" flit M. Net ~It i., b'P"I"~ ...,.." ,nc .. 1w I.mt .cl ...... o,lmote cl ol-,uM.,. efl.chn.,,rt_.. e<TJ INI .,.net .,■ltW. ler tnlint .i,opp,,,_ 1-~-" ,1..,... ntt .,■W,,. i11 al rt-. i,,...i-.,.., .,.i d..W... .t.l lirM, _..pi■-.....,...,_. ... pi■- w"', 
- ..,_ ~ .. - 6t.<fl. ,,i..,_ 02011 Si.UVALU INC. All ,..;,11..........._ Al .,,_..i..., tr.....,._., __ _. i., SU H IVAW INC. .,111 ,.._ • ., ... All !Hi,1 P■1J """"""'' - _,,..; by IMl, ,-Cfflo _,..... 

wwwJvhri.org 
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From Page 16 

Author's note: You can also sprin
kle confectioner's sugar instead of 
sauces on ponchikes. 

Modern potato latkes 

Ingredients 

1 cup mashed potatoes 
2 ounces margarine 
1/2 cup flour 
2 eggs 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
D ash white pepper 
1 teaspoon dehydrated onion 

flakes 
Method 

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. 
Prepare mashed potatoes 

according to packaged directions, 
substituting water for milk or boil 
and mash 1/2 pound fresh pota
toes. 

Add margarine, flour, eggs, 

The Grilling Collection 
4 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins 
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops 
2 (4 1h oz.)StuffedSole 

with Sen/Lops &Crabmeat 
8 (3 oz.) Gourmet Franks 
4 ( 4 oz. approx.) Chicken Breasts 
4 Stuffed Baked Potatoes 

:~":;:.~4999 
www.OmahaSteaks.com/holiday93 

FRIED foods may not be good for you, but they are delicious 
salt, pepper and onion flakes. Mix 
well. 

Fill a pastry bag with a 1/2-inch 
round tip with potato mixture. 
Lightly grease a cookie sheet. 
Press out latkes on cookie sheet to 
resemble a 3-inch long ladyfinger. 

Reduce oven to 375 degrees. 
Bake latkes for 15 minutes. They 
should puff a little and have a 
golden color. Serve immediately. 

Makes 16-20 latkes. 

Traditional latkes 

Ingredients 

2 pounds peeled potatoes 
1 small onion 
1 small apple 
2 eggs 
1 teaspoon salt 
2 tablespoons flour 
1/4 teaspoon baking powder 
Oil 

1;,.ur,il!l'•~nlll,nl,ro'i(,f.l.G.ut"'II 
8'utdf"'.Jrlr .. 'iunrunt,lupi .. ~&t...J~.,_ 

,..,1ho..,...i...t ,.., ...u,,.,...011 .... .-,...1v11111 

Call 1-866-994-3305 
and ask for 45 102SRW 

Andrew & Sandy 
401.524 .5928 

Jewish cooking 
with a distinctive flair 

sandy@localherocatering.com 
www.localherocaterin .com 

wwwjvhri.org 

Method 

Grate potatoes on a coarse 
grater. Peel and grate onion and 
apple. 

Beat eggs lightly. Add potatoes, 
onion and blend well. Add salt, 
flour and baking powder, and mix 
thoroughly. 

Pour one inch of oil in a large 
skillet and heat. Drop pancake 
mixture by tablespoons into the 
hot oil. 

$ 

Fry and brown on both sides. 
Serve hot with sour cream and 
applesauce. 

Makes 20 latkes. 
Author's note: You can use an elec

tric blender for grating. Cut each 
potato into 8 pieces, put in blender 
and cover with water. Close lid, 
blend at medium speed for 5 seconds. 
Drain through a sieve. Put potatoes 
in bowl and proceed. 

0 

oneha.ppyoa.:m.per.org 

s 'l More than 50 Je• n 
Outdoor Adventure. Basketball. Ceramics. Canoeing. Everything from organic farming 
to campfires, music and dance, your child can experience all this and more at Jewish 
overnight summer camp. With more than 150 participating camps-traditional and 
specialty-across North America, there's bound to be a place that's ideal for your child. 

If your child has never been to Jewish overnight summer camp, you may be eligible for 
a , . Learn more and apply for your grant today at onehappytamper.org. 

Jewish Alliance Fo, more lnmnnatlon, 
01 ,,wu 1N00111tA~O contact Lany Katz 

...,.....,_~, ... ~""" ~~ ~~~~l~;r1~~ 
onehappyoamper.org 

RestrfcUons may al)ply. Go to ~mper.ora for ddalti. 
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To he Muslim in America 
j ews, Christians and 

Muslims host the 
interfaith initiative 

B Y N ANC Y K IR SCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

CRANSTON - Actor Danny 
Glover does a good job portray
ing a "bad guy" in the indepen
dent film "M ooz-lum." The film, 
which depicts a young Muslim 
boy's efforts to fit into society and 
society's expectations of Islam, 
was shown at Temple Torat Yis
rael on W ednesday, Nov. 16. 

It was part of a three-day 
exhibit of the "G enesis of Islam 
in the United States," a traveling 
exhibit of photographs and other 
artifac ts. 

O n Tuesday, ov. 15, Amir 
Muham mad, president of Amer
ica's Islamic H eritage M useum & 
Cultural Center in W ashington, 
D .C. and the exhibit curator, gave 
a lecture and Power Point presen
tation about the exhibit. 

AMIR MUHAMMAD 

ABO T T HE FI LM 

Trouble begins brewing after 
the Muslim father withdraws 
his young son Tariq from public 
school - where he was teased 
fo r being Muslim, even when 
he hid his kufi (prayer cap). He 
then enrolls Tariq in a madrasa 
(a religious boarding school), 
which Tariq's mother vehemently 
opposes. Tariq studies and mem
orizes a page of the Koran each 
day at the madrasa, though out
side temptations beckon. When 
he sneaks out with a classmate to 

go tr ick-or-treating on H allow
een and shyly flirts with a gi rl at 
the nea rby Catholic gi rls' school, 
the girl 's father verbally abuses 
him. Too, an imam beats him 
mercilessly; his beatings leave 
scars - seen later in fl ashbacks -
crisscrossing his entire back. 

When his loving and fiercely 
protective mother takes him out 
of school, a major rift ensues 
between her and her husband -
and they later divorce. 

When Tariq goes to college, 
he's "neither fi sh nor fowl." H e's 
angry, bitter and uncomfortable -

around beer-d rinking, carousing 
college students and observant 
M uslim students and one profes
sor. Both "camps" invite hi s par
ticipation. 

"Call me 'T ,'" demands Tariq, 
clad in All-American jeans and 
sneakers. H e's desperate to cast off 
his religious heritage - and why 
not? When in a secular environ
ment, he was taunted and teased 
for being too Muslim; in a reli
gious environment, he was beaten 
for not being Muslim enough. 

H orrified college students view 
televised images of the World 

Where Life is Celebrated. 

Live in elegant surroundings. enriched 
with a distinctive cultural ambiance. 

An unparalleled level of service and amenities. 
and all the support needed for your safety 
and peace of mind. 

Choose from spacious studio . one or two 
bedroom apartments · and studio or companion 
apartments in our Renaissance Memory Support wing. 

To arrange a personal visit, 
ca ll Dianne: 401-732-0037 

16-
GoldKeySetvices l 

IJiilillf 
tl. U-~ }) J) ~----., . 
~ . 

' 

Happy Hanukkah! 

TH E PHYLL I S SI PERS T E l N 

TAMA RISK 
ASSIST E D LIVI N G RES I DEN C E 

Where Life is Celebrated '" 
3 Shalom Drive Warwick, RI 02886 

Celebrations Adilt Day Services · Respte Carn 

,..,.,.. A Carel1nk Membef 
t.:) A Cooimunity of Jewish Seniors Agency of RI www.tamariskri .org A--LM-g~ by tet<anvt Commln d - Ho1bd 

wwwjvhri.org 

Trade C enter towers collapsing 
on 9/11.. . and then, a mob of 
male students hunt the "terrorists 
who did this." They find not ter
rorists, but Tariq and his terrified 
sister. 

Glover plays the college presi
dent whose ill-considered uni
versity-wide email (one of several 
missteps) about Muslims on 9/ 11 
incited campus violence. Shortly 
later, he is summarily fired . 

Like "Crash," the 2004 movie 
that depicted Los Angeles' racial 
and ethnic tensions, "Mooz-lum," 
based on a true story, was emo
tionally wrenchi ng. 

H osting an 
] s lam - themed 
event in a syna
gogue was a first 
in Rhode Island, 
speakers said . 

Susan Smoller, 
Temple Torat Yis-
rael 's president, 
greeted guests, 
and explained 
that Rabbi Levin 
was attending a 
national rabbinic 
committee meet
ing on ov. 15 
and 16. 

Rev. Dr. Don 
Anderson, execu
tive minister of 
Rh o d e I s l a nd 
Coun c il o f 
Churches said that 
he, Rabbi A my Levin of Temple 
Torat Yisrael and Farid Ansari, 
imam of the Muslim American 
D awah Center of R.I. , worked 

together for many months to 
bring the exhibit to Rhode Island 
and to develop the accompanying 
program. 

Thanking the Rhode Island 
Council fo r the Humanities for 
its sponsorship of the program, 
he later said, "It sounds like the 
beginning of a joke, 'A rabbi, a 
minister and an imam walk into 
the Liberty Elm Diner.. ." 

O n Thursday, Nov. 17, the three 
religious leaders participated in a 
roundtable discussion. 

For more information about 
interfaith initiativ es w ith the 
M uslim community, contact R abbi 
L evin at Temple Torat Yisrael at 
www.toratyisrael.org or 785-1800. 

Please RSVP by 11/ 23 by contacting Minh Nguyen at 
617.722.7195 or Minh.J.Nguyen@BNYMellon.com 

Sponsor ~ y 

~ 
B NY MELLO 

W EA LTH MANAGEMENT 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RH O DE IS LAN D 

S1rongt! r together. Doing a world or good. 

401 U11tgr0Vri\\'1'n1Jl• I Pro\·tdenc<' RI 02906 I \\\\Y. ,h.1lomr1.mJ:! 
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READERS, please fill out this fun survey - we can't wait to hear from you! 

Identify- and tell us why you like - your favorites on the list below (within greater Rhode Island, please). 

VOTE EARLY - First 100 entries will be eligible for one $100 grocery store gift card drawing! 
All entries will be entered in a drawing for one $50 grocery store gift card. 

1. Restaurants: 

Breakfast/brunch/coffee shop: 

NAME:---------i=ity:---------

TO celebrate a simcha: 

NAME::---------idt¥i--------

Chinese food: 

NAME: City: 

Date night/romantic meal: 

NAME: _______ _,,_ ______ _ 

Casual "go to" spot: 

NAME: _______ __c.Jty:-______ _ 

2. Bagel source: 

NAMIE:-·-----------1...11¥'---------

3. Bakery: 

NAME:------------'--------

4. Kosher meat/poultry/fish source: 

NAME:------------'--------

5. Kosher wine source: 

NAME:------------{--------

6. Beach: 

NAME-. ----------Eff',-,---------

7. Vineyard: 

NAME:------------{'i!Y,---------

8. Museum/Gallery: 

NAME: _______ __._~ -------

NAME:-
_______ _:C:::.,i _;__ _____ r_ bF-;a-kv-~o~ ·t. ) 

!). Vacation spot: ~ 

10. Gift shop: 

NAME: _______ __,C"'-'i "---' ______ _ 

11. Apparel store: 

NAME: _______ -----'C"-"ity_: ______ _ 

12. Shoe store: 

NAME: _______ ~ C=i ~' ______ _ 

13. Children's party locale: 

NAME: ________ C_:_ity_: ______ _ 

14. Consignment shop: 

NAME: ________ C~ity_: _____ _ 

1 S. Golf course: 

NAME: ________ C_:_ity: ______ _ 

16. Night spot: 

NAME: _______ __cCi"'-ty: ______ _ 

17. Salon/Spa 

NAME: City: 

18. Wild card: What didn't we ask about that 
you absolutely love? Tell us, so we can tell our 
readers! 

Mail, drop off or email (scan and email) the completed survey to Nancy Kirsch, 

The Jewish Voice & Herald, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 02906 or nkirsch@shalomri.org. 

Name: ______________ Phone: ________ Email: ________ _ 

wwwJvhri.org 



HANUKKAH 

AsKKIT 

How to handle Hanukkah 
How can bubbes and 

zaydes raise religious issues? 

B Y K IT H ASPEL 

khaspel@shalomri.org 

!RECENTLY RECEIVED the fol
lowing email from a grandmother: 
"My daughter has married someone not 
Jewish. Now they have a baby, and they 

haven't said what religion they're going to 
raise the child in. Last year I wasn't worried, 
but now she's 2. Of cousse, I would love to 

' ~elebrate the holidays with them. But I have 
no idea how to broach the subject. Do you 
have any suggestions?" 

This is indeed an interesting situation, and 
a common one. Close to 50 percent of Jews 
today marry outside the Jewish religion, and 
the ways in which they raise their childsen 
vary tremendously. One very common solu
tion is to raise the children in "both reli
gions" - which frequently means really not 
much of either, but rather what Andrea King, 
in an article on InterfaithFamily.com, calls 
the "four holiday calendar" of Hanukkah, 
Christmas, Passover and Easter. What's a 
bubbe - of any religion - to do? 

I'd suggest keeping two things in mind 
(well, probably more, but let's start with two). 
F1rst and foremost (and perhaps the most 
difficult), your daughter and her partner are 
in charge. You need to treat them and their 
decisions with respect. Second, no matter 
what your daughter and her partner decide to 
do, yous granddaughter has a Jewish heritage. 
You can share this with her-provided you do 
so in the context of an open and honest rela
tionship with yous daughter and her partner, 
one in which you fully accept their choices. 

Remember: You raised your daughter to be 
an independent person. You've been letting 
her go since you first sent her to preschool; 
this is just the next step. Communication is 
key. Let her know that you'd like to share 
Jewish traditions with your granddaughter, 
and find out how and to what extent this is 
OK with yous daughter and her family. You 
may be pleasantly surprised. 

The rest is easy. Get the Judaica in your 
house off the high shelves and put them in 
places where your granddaughter can see 
them. See if your daughter and her partner 
are receptive to a membership in The PJ 
Library program for young childsen (which 
would send them an age-appropriate and 
Jewish-themed book or CD each month, 
free of charge). Invite the family for Shab
bat dinners; teach the little one the blessings 

(even 2-year-olds can mimic covering their 
eyes when lighting the candles). And yes, 
do share H anukkah (and Pesach and Purim 
and Sukkot) with your daughter's family (and 
even her in-laws). 

Children love tradition. If every year her 
grandparents have a party with latkes and 
gelt and dreidels, she will look forward to it 
every year (and miss it if it doesn't happen). 
Light candles with her as much as possible 
(even if some of this is has to be done through 
Skype). Make cards and other crafts with 
yous grandchild as she grows older (the Alli
ance's Creativity Center is a great resource for 
this). And do these things for the other holi
days as well. A final suggestion: Keep your 
mouth shut about Christmas. 

Trust that your daughter has found the 
right life partner (after all, you raised her to 
make good choices), and leave the heavy-lift
ing parenting decisions to her and her part
ner. Meanwhile, be the best and most loving 
mother, mother-in-law and bubbe you can be. 

Kit Haspel is the coordinator of 1he Mothers 
Circle, a free program sponsored by the Jewish 
Outreach Institute and coordinated locally by 
the A!!iance. For more information about 1he 
Mothers Circle, which began its newest group 
in November, or for any interfaith family issues, 
contact her at 331-0956, ext. 184 or khaspel@ 
shalomri.org. 

Other resources 
B OOKS 

• "Mingled Roots: A Guide for Jewish 
Parents of Interfaith Grandchildren," 
by Sunie Levin and published by URJ 
Press, 2003. 

• "Twenty Things for Grandparents 
of Interfaith Grandchildren to Do (And 
Not Do) to Nusture Jewish Identity in 
Their Grandchildren," by Kerry Olitzky 
and Paul Colin, published by Torah 
Aura in 2007. 

WEBSITES FOR INFORMATION 

AND IDEAS 

InterfaithFamily.com: 
www.interfaithfarnily.com 

Jewish Outreach Institute: 
www.joi.org 

WEBSITES FOR J EWISH THEMED 

CHILDREN'S GIFTS 

Amazon: 
www.amazon.com 

Pottery Barn Kids: 

www.potterybarnkids.com. 
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REVIVING 
5,000 YEARS 
OF CIVILIZATION. 
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PROVIDENCE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
Tickets:(401)421-2787 - www.ppacri.org 

Presented by Falun Dafa Assn. of Rhode Island 

Shen Yun presents colorful and 
exhilarating performances of 
classical Chinese dance and music. 
A performance by Shen Yun is a 
presentation of traditional Chinese 
culture as it once was: A study in 
grace, wisdom, and the virtues distilled 
from the five millennia of Chinese 
civilization. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Hanukkah candles 
symbolize our 
Jewish light 

B Y SUZANNE K URTZ 

WASHINGTON OTA) - If the 
thought of spending too much 
H anukkah gelt on lavish gifts for 
friends and loved ones seems a 
little dim 'this year, adding a little 
tikkun olam to the presents can give 
your Festival of Lights a memo
rable glow. 

"We won't be able 
to be there for 

anybody else if we 
don't ensure our 

own sustainability." 

The Religious Action Center 
of Reform Judaism has assembled 
a Social Justice Hanukkah Gift 
Guide with g ift-giving ideas suit
able for all the do-gooders on your 
list. Buyi ng fair trade products, 
adopting a U.S. serviceman or 
servicewoman, donating blood or 
joining the National Bone Marrow 
Registry are just a few of the sug
gestions that can be found easily 

Brought to you by: 

··•~ .)VASJ~ 

Giving the gift of tikkun olam 

CHILDREN FROM THE READING VILLAGE 

on its website. There's an idea for 
each of the eight nights of Hanuk
kah. 

Abelson, the social action spe
cialist at rhe Union for Reform 
Judaism, "when we realized no 
such resource existed" to help 
those interested in giving gifts for 

Hanukkah with a social justice 
bent. 

Some rabbis and synagogues go 
even further in aiding their con
gregants with non-commercial 

gift-giving ideas. 
Congregation Beth Israel in 

Austin, Texas, has been hosting a 
Hanukkah Mitzvah Bazaar for the The organization created rhe 

guide two years ago, says Naomi 
CHILDREN, Page 27 

~ ,,.,...uJiW.: 0-211,.-n,J ,,r,~1 
10 N e,,,, l:.ngland 

Save the Date 
Israel Culture and Tourism Weekend 
Free and open to the community 

Taste of Israel 
Saturday, January 21 I 7:00-10:00pm 

An entertaining evening for adults & families. 
Come experience all things Israel! 

Food I Arts & Crafts I Tourism & Culture 
Enjoy Israeli food , a wine tasting featur
ing Israeli wines, live Israeli mus ic and a 
photo contest featuring photographs of 
Israel taken by Rhode Islanders! 

Bonus! Israeli Shorts screening
Watch short films from Israel with 
comments by Israeli Emissary Noa 
Prawer. 

Israel Travel Fair 
Sunday, January 22 I 11 :30- l:30pm 

For Jewish teens & young adults ages 15-25 

"Shop" for and compare educational 
travel experiences offered in Israel 
by a variety of organizations 
Explore financial aid opportunities 
Meet face-to-face w ith travel experts to 
di scuss your questions 
Snack on complimentary pizza and 
fa lafel 

Events will be held at the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
401 Elmgrove Avenue, Providence. 
For more information contact Larry Katz at lkatz@shalomri .org, 
or Marty Cooper at mcooper@shalomri .org, or call 40 I .421.41 I I. 
RSVP at www.tasteofisrael.eventbrite@eventbrite .com. 

The .Jewish Voice & Herald 

wwwjvhri.org 
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A Hanukkah present 

Even the residents 
of Chelm learn 
lifelong lessons 

BY MARK BINDER 

ONG AGO THERE 
was no such thing as 
Hanukkah presents. And 
then in Chelm, the vil-

lage of fools ... 
'1 want a Christmas present," 

said 5-year-old Shmeenie Schle
miel. 

"A what?" said her father, 
Jacob Schlemiel, the carpen-
ter. 

"A Christmas present," 
Shmeenie said firmly. '1 was 
playing in the market with a girl 
named Alexandra. You wouldn't 
believe how many Christmas 
gifts she's going to get! I don't 
want that many, just one." 

"Just one?" Jacob scratched his 
beard. "Sweet one, Jewish people 
don't get Christmas presents." 

Shmeenie frowned, nodded, and 
said, "All right. I want a H 4I1ukkah 
present." 

"A Hanukkah present?" Jacob 
was stunned. Who ever heard of 
such a thing! "H anukkah is not a 
holiday for presents. Candles, latkes 
and dreidels are enough. We Jews 
give gifts on Purim. Now on a 
birthday . . ." 

'1 know," Shmeenie nodded. 
"But I want a present before that. I 
want a H anukkah present." 

"No," Jacob shook his head. Then 
he softened. "Listen, if we were 
wealthy, I might, but we are not. 

Where would the money for this 
gift come from? You want to eat 
less food?" 

"What about the tzedakah box?" 
Shmeenie pointed. "You put money 
in there every day." 

"But that is for others who are 
less fortunate than us. For food and 
shelter. Some people aren't as lucky 
as we are to have so much. Besides, 
if I bought a gift for you, I would 
have to buy gifts for your brothers, 
Abraham and Adam." 

"So?" 

H e didn't have to look to know 
that his daughter was crying. In fact, 
it was better that he didn't, because 
if he saw her tears he would prom
ise her anything. And he couldn't. 
Already there wasn't enough. 

Shmeenie sniffled, and then 
when she saw her father wasn't 
going to change his mind, she ran 
to her room, slamming the door 
behind her. 

But Shmeenie Schlemiel was 
persistent. She pestered her mother 
and her brothers. They all just 
laughed and said no. Impossible! 

"What's so wrong with Hanuk
kah presents?" she wondered aloud 
one day as she walked through the 
streets of Chelm. "Gifts are won
derful things!" 

"Yes," said a voice. "Gifts are 
wonderful things." 

Shmeenie looked up and saw 
Chaya Levitsky, the synagogue 
caretaker's wife. "That's exactly 
what I've been trying to tell my 
family," Shmeenie said. "But they 
keep telling me nobody gives 
presents for Hanukkah. I just 
want to know why!" 

Chaya Levitsky nodded. 
"Does your family love you?" 

"Yes." 
"And do you love them?" 
"Absolutely." 
"So, who needs to give gifts?" 

Shmeenie looked at Mrs. Lev-
Shmeenie smiled itsky and patiently explained. 

brightly. "Marna needs a new "People don't need to give gifts. 
apron, too." People want to give gifts." 

"We don't have enough money!" "Then you should give gifts," 
Mrs. Levitsky said. Jacob snapped. "No H anukkah 

presents! End of conversation!" 
Jacob slammed his fist on the table. 

"But I don't have any money, 
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The Miriam is a little homier during Hanukkah 

Purchase gift tickets for our 
2012 season before December 16, 201 

and receive $5 off each gift ticket. Use code gfftdeal. 
May not be applied to prior purchues. Offer expiru 1:,/16/11. 

GIFT CE RTIFICATES AND 2012 SEASON SUBSCRIPTIONS 

A V A I LABLE. CALL (401) 782-TKTS (8587) OR 
VISIT WWW.THEATREBYTHESEA.COM 

( a_ ALL SHOWS PRODUCED DY OCEAN STATE THEATRE COMPANY, INC., ~r A NOT·FOR·PROFIT 501(c}(3) ORGANIZATION 

will you go for rehab 
services after surgery? 

Well. you could stay home. 

But what if you need health 
services? Our nurses. phy~cal 
and occupational therapists 
provide professional and 
personal care. while you 
recouperate in less stressful. 
more familiar surroundings. 

Call 401 .751 .9660 or visit us a t 
CathleenNoughtonAssoc.com 

Drawing connections 
between the festival of 

lights and hope 
BY NANCY K.!RSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

HANUKKAH WILL 
be a little more festive 
this year for patients at 
The Miriam Hospital: 

On Dec. 22, first and fourth grade 
students at the Jewish Commu
nity Day School of Rhode Island 
CTCDS) will sing in the cafeteria 
and, perhaps, on some patient 
floors, said Rabbi Janie Hodgetts. 

Rabbi Hodgetts, who works part
time at The Miriam as a rabbi and 
interfaith chaplain, met with The 
Jewish Voice & Herald recently to 
talk about other Hanukkah "hap
penings" at The Miriam Hospital. 

A 2009 graduate of Hebrew Col
lege's rabbinical school in Newton, 
Mass., Rabbi Hodgetts is one of 
four chaplains serving The Miriam 
Hospital community. Since coming 
to the hospital in October 2009 -
in the midst of Sukkot - she has 
established a number of programs 
for patients and staff, both Jewish 
and non-Jewish. Although staff 
had seen menorahs during Hanuk
kah and the sukkah during Sukkot, 
Rabbi Hodgens said, no one had 
ever explained the meaning behind 
these symbols before. "It's been 
exciting to expos iD.dividuals who 
aren't Jewish to Jewish traditions," 
she said. 

During Hanukkah, the hospi
tal will have a big menorah in the 
lobby and smaller ones at each 

' Mutual Engineering · 
Service Co. 

A DIVISION OF THE PETRO GROUP 

want Comtonil The Feeling is --■utual!" 
• Heating • Air Conditioning • Heat Pumps • Roof Top Systems • 

Keeping vou comfortable since 1934! 

VISA 

We Provide Complete Gas Heating and Heat Pump 
Service and Installation - Residential • Commercial 

A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, 
INSTALLATION & SERVICE COMPANY 

Call David Epstein at 401-351-3900 
wwwjvhri.org 

RABBI JANIE HODGETTS, right, and RABBI ELAINE POLLOCK 
during Hanukkah 2010 at The Miriam Hospital 

nurse's station and, in some cases, 
in patients' rooms. Although there 
are some mixed emotions about the 
"no Christmas decorations in the 
lobby" policy, the rabbi said that 
hospital administration supports 
that approach. 

Latkes and applesauce have been 
and conintue to be standard fare for 
patients and cafeteria diners during 
Hanukkah. Again this year, on Dec. 
20, the large menorah in the lobby 
will be lit, and Rabbi H odgetts will 
speak about the holiday. Hinda 
Eisen, Temple Emanu-El's ritual 
director, will sing Hanukkah songs 
at that celebration, as well. 

"I'm about education, ritual and 
fun," the rabbi said. "People don't 
have fun in a hospital - it's such a 
serious place." 

With Hanukkah coming at a 
dark time of year, it's important to 
talk about light and miracles, she 
said. "I work in oncology [where] I 
talk about miracles, bringing light 
and hope into [patients'] days." She 
tries, she said, to incorporate a con
nection between the holiday and 
healing. 

On Dec. 21, from noon to 1:30, 
staff, patients and visitors are invited 
to the cafeteria during Hanukkah to 
play dreidel with the rabbis. Rabbi 

Avraham Rosenthal, an Orthodox 
rabbi studying in the chaplaincy 
program, will join Rabbi Hodgetts 
in the dreidel game and help with 
Hanukkah programming. Choco
late gelt will be awarded to the 
dreidel game winners. 

Other holidays get their due. 
During Sukkot, Rabbi Hodgetts 
hosted a "lunch in the sukkah." 
The employee of the year, the man
ager of the year, key members of 
the hospital's senior management 
team, several Miriam donors and 
Rabbi Wayne Franklin, of Temple 
Emanu-El, participated. 

For Pesach, the rabbi hopes to 
host a "speed seder" - an abbreviated 
meal and service that could accom
modate employees' 30-minute lun~n 
schedules. The hospital acknowl
edges and, as appropriate, offers 
Jewish foods and rituals, for the 
holidays of Shabbat, the High Holy 
Days, Shemini Atzeret, Simhat 
Torah, Purim and Shavuot. 

She's not the only rabbi-as-chap
lain in the Lifespan system - Rabbi 
Carol Glass now works in Rhode 
Island Hospital 's Spiritual Care 
Office. 

Contact Rabbi Janie Hodgetts at 
rhodgetts@lifaspan.org or call 793-
5657. 

FOR LIFE PLANNING, 
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Relying on the Jewish community for help 
External resources 

make a difficult time 
a little brighter 

BY PENN)'. SCHWARTZ 

BOSTON OTA) - In August, in 
the heat of summer, a Boston-area 
mother of three began to worry 
about how she would pay for 
Hanukkah gifts. Across the coun
try in San Francisco, a 33-year-old 
Russian-born mother of six said 
that thinking about this Hanuk
kah made her cry. 

Both women - Lauren of 
Boston and Lilya of San Francisco 
(they asked that their last names 
not be used) - are struggling in a 
down economy to provide for their 
families. Still, they hope that with 
support of Jewish organizations, 
they will find meaningful ways to 
celebrate the eight-day Festival of 
Lights. 

As American Jews prepare to 

IIANuKKAH f FATURE 

celebrate Hanukkah, which this 
year begins on the evening of Dec. 
20, Jewish social service agencies 
are gearing up to help the grow
ing number of needy American 
families. 

In the five boroughs of New 
York City, the magnitude ofJewish 
need is huge, according to William 
Rapfogel, chief executive officer of 
the New York-based Met Council, 
a Jewish anti-poverty agency. Even 
before 2008, when the recession 
hit, Rapfogel estimated that one
third of the 1 million Jews living 
in New York City live at or near 
poverty. 

Since 2008, more middle-class 
and upper-tier earners have expe
rienced job loss and other financial 
crises. 

"There now really is no unaf
fected group, except maybe the 
very top income earners," Robert 
Moffitt, a professor of economics 
at Johns Hopkins University, told 
The Associated Press. "Recessions 
are supposed to be temporary ... 
the worry now is that the down
turn - which will end eventually 
- will have long-lasting effects on 
families who lose jobs, become 
worse off and can't recover." 

This Hanukkah, Rapfogel 
expects his agency to distribute 
15,000 to 20,000 toys. In New 
York, kosher pantries will offer 
Hanukkah food, he said. 

Understanding the growing 
need for families, Lauren began 
calling Jewish groups in the 
summer hoping to get a head start 
to arrange for her three young sons 
to receive H anukkah gifts. She has 
tried to manage the gift-giving 
expectations, but admits it's stress
ful . 

Three years ago, her middle
class family faced an unpredictable 
crisis that left Lauren to raise her 
children on her own. Lauren sold 
her home and is living in a smaller 
house with financial support from 
her · family. She is juggling four 
separate part-time jobs. 

Her children participate in the 
Jewish Big Brothers and Big Sis
ters program in New England, 
which provides some gift cards 
and will host a Hanukkah party 
for families . 

Lisa Cohen, a licensed social 
worker and vice president of pro
grams and services for the agency, 
says the program is inundated at 
Hanukkah time. 

"We anticipate a lot of tough 
stories this year," she told JTA in 
a phone interview. Noting that the 
hard times have hit middle-class 
families, Cohen said, "We hadn't 
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experienced that as much before." 
Hanukkah once was Lilya's 

favorite holiday. She had immi
grated to America in 1993 at age 
14 with her parents and siblings. 
After she married, she would 

"The proximity 
between Hanukkah 

and Christmas 
has an impact on 
how the holiday is 

observed." 

decorate her home and host a large 
family gathering, setting a table 
with special Hanukkah dishes. 

But last year, Lilya ended a dif
ficult marriage and now is the sole 
support of her children. She is 
struggling to find work. 

Lilya, trying to make signifi
cant changes in her life, says staff 
members at Jewish Family and 
Children's Services in the San 
Francisco Bay area have helped 
with everything from resume
writing assistance to emergency 
funds and supermarket vouchers. 

"I don't feel alone," she said. 
Jewish Family and Children's 

Services in the Bay area over the 

(taking care of each other) 
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last several years has seen an 
increase in families who had never 
utilized a social service agency, 
said Gayle Zahler, the agency's 
associate executive director. She 
said her agency will see a 15 per
cent increase in the number of 
families seeking help, with a total 
of 3,000 families in some eco
nomic distress. 

At Hanukkah, people feel more 
isolated, Zahler said. Her agency 
maintains five regional food pan
tries. At the High Holy Days, it 
collected a record 11,000 pounds 
of non-perishable food. The office 
is gearing up for a similar drive for 
Hanukkah, she said. 

Rapfogel said that the proximity 
this year between Hanukkah and 
Christmas has an impact on how 
the holiday is observed. Even in 
predominantly Jewish neighbor
hoods, Christmas ornaments and 
decorations are on full display. 

"It's a fact of life. There's pres
sure on families to buy gifts," he 
said. 

For retailers, that proximity pro
vides some optimism. 

Naftoli Versch, who directs 
Internet marketing for Rite Lite, 
a large manufacturer of seasonal 
Judaica, told JTA that when the 
two holidays fall at approximately 
the same time, retailers market the 
holidays together. 

And Hanukkah already is the 
biggest season for Rite Lite, which 
this year is offering 50 new prod
ucts for the holiday. Expected 
to be among the most popular 
are home-related items such as 
Hanukkah cupcake kits and envi
ronmentally "green" products, 
including organic vegetable wax 
candles in a biodegradable box. 

The economy plays an important 
role in how Americans celebrate 

Hanukkah, according to Dianne 
Ashton, whose book "Hanuk
kah in America" will be published 
next year. At the end of the 1800s, 
when Christmas became more 
child-centered and sentimental, 
the rise of department stores led 
to gift-giving for children for both 
holidays. 

By contrast, in the 1930s, during 
the Depression, the Jewish wom
en's magazine Women's League 
Outlook featured paper cutouts for 
a headband for kids that had paper 
candle holders, like a Hanukkah 
menorah. Throughout American 
history, Hanukkah has offered 
Jewish families the opportunity to 
shape celebrations that are mean
ingful to them in their own homes, 
Ashton said. 

"It will continue to be shaped 
by American Jews as they wish to 
shape it," she suggested. 

Last year, Lilya didn't decorate 
her house. Her 14-year-old daugh
ter told her that it didn't feel like 
a holiday. That saddened Lilya, so 
this year she intends to bring her 
children to community Hanukkah 
programs. 

"I do have hope," she told JTA. 
For Lauren, Hanukkah is a time 

to slow down her family's hectic 
pace to celebrate the holiday, using 
homemade menorahs and dreidels 
her sons made in Hebrew school. 
The local Chabad congregation 
provided a scholarship that allows 
her sons to attend Hebrew school 
and summer camp. 

Lauren sees a positive outcome 
from the upheaval in their lives. 

"This has brought me closer 
to Judaism," she said. "My boys 
wouldn't be in Hebrew school [but 
for this help]." 
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Finding sanity during a hectic holiday 

Rituals and 
traditions contribute 

meaning 
BY SARA MASRI 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

IN A DECEMBER 2009 
article for Slate magazine, 
David Greenberg asked how a 
minor holiday like Hanukkah 

became "The Jewish Christmas." 

GIVING BACK 

There are few ways to realize how 
fortunate you are than to do some
thing for those who are less blessed. 
A family I know through work 
coordinates a blood drive every 
December. My work colleague's 
husband donated one of his kidneys 
to their son. She finds the drive sig
nificant because one pint of blood 
gives a gift of life to three strang
ers. As she said to me, "It gives us a 
little perspective." 

/ Sara Masri 

He wrote of the vast numbers 
of Jewish immigrants who, when 
they began to arrive in the late 
1800s and early 1900s, pushed 
for assimilation. Jewish families 
who saw their Christian neighbors 
giving their children presents did 
not want to deny their own chil
dren this bit of holiday joy. In just 
a few generations, Hanukkah has, 
in many ways, become as commer
cial as Christmas (although we do 
not have as many decorations at the 
mall). At this time of year, I always 
start to think about ways to make 
Hanukkah meaningful without 
going broke or having to spend 
countless hours shopping. 

Another friend has a party for 
her friends and asks all of them to 
bring food for a local food bank. 
A family I knew in Pittsburgh has 
their children sort through "gently
used" books and toys before the 
holidays and donate some of them 
to a local pediatric hospital. At 
work, our department "adopts" a 
family and we buy them everything 
they could possibly need for the 
holidays. This is also a terrific time 
of year to empty the tzedakah boxes 
and make a donation to a charity of 
your choice. 

THE MOST IMPORTANT part of any holiday is spending time with family. Noah and Julia Masri 
visit with their great-grandmother, Anita Katz, and their grandmother, Lynne Ende. 

Through Facebook, I posed a 
question to my friends - who repre
sent many different religions: "How 
do you make sure the holidays have 
meaning for your families beyond 
just the gift-giving?" If I was not 
impressed already with my friends, 
I certainly am now - their answers 
reminded me how special they are. 
Here are some of their ideas and 
suggestions for ways you might 
incorporate them into your own 
family rituals. 

TRADITIONS 

Traditions - both old ones and 
new ones you create - can be won
derful ways to connect with family 
and friends without it costing "an 
arm and a leg." My friend Kerry 
attends a showing of "A Christmas 
Carol" at Trinity Repertory The
ater each year with her family. The 
tradition began years ago when she 
and her mother took her nephews 
to the play. Now, it is a three-gener
ation event that involves one of her 
daughters and her extended family. 
Kerry loves it because it "kicks off 
the holiday season and makes her 

thankful for her family." 
Another friend spoke about how 

her family holds a "Secret Santa" 
drawing- where they re-gift things 
they have received and not liked. 
The laughter that ensues from the 
attendees makes the entire event 
worthwhile, as does the opportu
nity to clean out her closets a little 
bit. To avoid hurt feelings or bruised 
egos, don't include unwanted gifts 
in the Secret Santa exchange if the 
giver of such gifts will be present. 

One of my trad1tions that we had 
when I was growing up is invit
ing one of my best friends and her 
sisters - who were not Jewish - to 
come to our house for Hanukkah. 
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It was my opportunity to teach 
them the meaning of the candles, 
the dreidd and the latkes. On the 
flip side, I would go to their house 
on Christmas morning to listen to 
the Muppets' Christmas album and 
have jelly doughnuts for breakfast. 

A Facebook friend spoke about 
a similar tradition where her 
family invites to her house four or 
five families who do not celebrate 
Hanukkah, and they have a holiday 
celebration. Her sons get to explain 
the holiday to their friends. Some
times the act of explaining a holiday 
and seeing others appreciate it will 
remind you of why it is important to 
you and your family. 

TAKE A BREATH 

My friend Samantha summed it 
up well when she said that the holi
days are more about spending time 
with family than anything else. She 
relishes a holiday season where she 
does not need to be anywhere at any 
particular time, and she can just sit 

DISH Network 
delivers the 
BEST VALUE on TV! 

and enjoy time with her family. 
Another friend spoke about how 
she avoids malls and big-box stores 
during the entire holiday season. 
Instead, she shops locally (and at 
a more leisurely pace as she shops 
ahead of time), and makes gifts, 
lights candles, listens to calming 
music and bakes. 

One of my favorite Hanukkah 
rituals is to simply sit and watch 
the candles burn down. It forces me 
to be still for an hour - a luxury a 
working mom rarely gets - and I 
find it very calming. Now if only 
my kids would sit still as well! 

As you plan your holiday seasoi\, 
I hope you are able to take a 
moment to breathe and remember 
the meaning of the holiday. I hop~ 
that it is a happy one for you. 

Sara Masri, assistant director of 
development at Meeting Street, lives 
with her family in Providence. Con
tact her at smasril@cox.net. 
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ENCOURAGE children to identify ways 
they can make a difference 

Pump up the volume 

From Page 22 

past 15 years, says Rabbi Cookie 
Olshein, as an alternative to gift 
shopping for the holiday. 

A philanthropic cause is 
chosen each year - such as 
hunger, aging, Israel or the envi
ronment - and several charitable 
organizations devoted to the 
cause are invited to come to the 
bazaar and introduce their work, 
services and mission to the hol
iday-shopping congregants. The 
shoppers select an organization 
that they would like to support, 
and purchase a donation for 
friends and loved ones in lieu of 
buying them an actual present. 
A beautiful, personalized card is 
included. 

"Hanukkah isn't Yorn Kippur, 
it isn't a major holiday," Olshein 
said. "It is a celebration ofJewish 
identity, and small acts can make 
a big change in the world." 

And unlike Purim, said Rabbi 
Sari Laufer of Congregation 
Rodeph Shalom in New York, 
there is no religious command
ment instructing us to give gifts 
on Hanukkah. 

Still, every year, Laufer com
piles an "8 Nights, 8 Ways" list 
for her congregants with sugges
tions for them to "Bring Hope 
on Hanukkah." For families 
who want to bring a social action 
spirit to their holiday celebra
tion, Laufer encourages parents 
to have their children pick out 
a toy for a child in need instead 
of receiving one themselves or 
volunteering as a family at a soup 
kitchen one night instead of 
making latkes at home. 

Since gift-giving is prob
ably not what the Maccabees 
had in mind for celebrating the 
Hanukkah miracle, Rabbi Elyse 
Frishman of Barnert Temple 
in Franklin Lakes, N.J., says 
the _ home-based aspect of the 
holiday lends itself to an ideal 
opportunity for families to also 
reinforce traditional values like 
learning, humility and acts of 
loving kindness. 

During the menorah lighting, 
Frishman encourages families to 

take the time and ask: Who are 
these candles for? What matters 
to us as a family? Who might we 
think of tonight? 

If children in need of books 
come to mind, Reading Village, 
a nonprofit organization that 
promotes literacy in impover
ished villages in Guatemala, has 
created a family discussion guide 
geared to Hanukkah. 

With its Light Up Literacy 
program, children are encour
aged to forgo a toy on the seventh 
night and instead give tzeda
kah to Reading Village. Guided 
learning material for having a 
discussion about the importance 
of books and literacy are also 
part of the program, along with a 
special blessing to be recited over 
the Hanukkah candles. 

The program, said Linda 
Smith, Reading Village's 
founder, not only "helps lessen 
the consumerism angle" of 
Hanukkah but creates a shared 
bound between Jewish families 
and the families in Guatemala, 
since candle-lighting rituals are 
also symbolic in Mayan culture. 

Rabbi Isaac Jeret, of Congre
gation Ner Tamid of South Bay 
in Rancho Palos Verdes, Calif., 
however, says Hanukkah can
dles should ultimately serve as a 
reminder "of our unique Jewish 
light." 

"We won't be able to be there 
fo r anybody else if we don't 
ensure our own sustainability," 
Jeret said. "We teach the world 
by way of example, but we are 
the miracle of Hanukkah and we 
must preserve that light." 

For more on the Relig;ous Action 
Center of R eform Judaism's Social 
Justice Hanukkah Gift Guide, visit 
www. rac. orglpubslholidayguides/ 
chanukahlg;jtguide/ 

For more on R eading Village, 
visit www.readingvillage.org/ 

To make a Hanukkah g;jt in 
someone's honor or memory as a 
donation to the Alliance Annual 
Community Campaign, contact 
Michele Gallagher at 421-4111, 
ext. 165 or mgallagher@shalomri. 
org. 

Music propels the 
way to a rededicated 

Jewish life 
BY DASEE BERKOWITZ 

NEW YORK (JTA)-My 3-year
old son is obsessed with showing 
people his room, sidling sheep
ishly up to guests and asking, 
"Can I show you my room?" 

My son reminds me how 
important our "place" is - "A 
Room of One's Own," in Vir
ginia Woolf's words. Our rooms 
make us feel secure and anchor 
us. A room enables us to recharge 
before heading out into the world 
to do our work, and contains the 
objects, pictures and music that 
entertain us, occupy and preoc
cupy us, and evoke memories of 
another time. 

I've been thinking about this 
room metaphor, especially as 
H anukkah - which means "dedi
cation" - nears. We celebrate 
the courage of the Maccabees to 
rededicate the Temple in Jerusa
lem, the center of our Jewish lives, 
after it was defiled by the Assyr
ian Greeks in 164 BCE. They re
established the room for Jews to 
do their sacred work in the world. 

What would it mean for us to 
dedicate a space and to make 
room for Judaism in our own 
lives? More specifically, what does 
our "Jewish room" (read: Jewish 
identity) look like? What are the 
objects and pictures in it? What is 
the ambiance of our Jewish room? 

Is it a place that we feel like 
ourselves, or do we feel stiff and 
formal in it? Is our Jewish room 
more like a closet tucked away, 
a place that is in desperate need 
to be organized, the dust cleared 
away and precious gems of our 
past revived? Is it a place that 
we feel a tinge of guilt each time 
we pass because it has fallen into 
neglect? 

Hanukkah is an opportunity 
to do a little rededication of our 
Jewish rooms and Jewish lives. 
But what aspect of Jewish life do 
we want to rededicate? 

Classic and contemporary 
Hanukkah music can help answer 
the question. We all know how 
central music is to enlivening a 

a modern camp + an i1✓old soul" 

= Camp JORI, totally yours. 
Worden's Pond • Wakefield, Rhode Island 

website: www.campjori.com • E-mail: campjori@gmail.com 
Call Camp Director Ronni Guttin at 401-463-3170 

wwwjvhri.org 

MATISYAHU 

room. (My son loves to croon 
away to his favorite kiddie rock on 
his new CD while clutching his 
little ukulele.) 

One of my favorite Hanukkah 
songs is "Al Ha-Nisim," literally, 
"For the miracles." Tradition-

"How can you turn 
the discomfort of 

"difference" into a 
source of pride?" 

ally inserted into the Amidah 
(the standing silent prayer), the 
blessing after meals and sung 
throughout the holiday, it praises 
God for the "miracles, and for 
the salvation, and for the mighty 
deeds, and for the victories, and 
for the battles . . . performed for 
our ancestors in those days, at this 
time ." It affirms God's centrality 
to the Hanukkah story and for 
the miracle of oil that lasted eight 
days, and renders less central the 
Maccabees' military victory. 

Another classic, "Ma'oz Tsur" 
("Rock of Ages"), written around 
the 13th century in Europe, 
also focuses on God's central
ity: "Rock of ages, let our song/ 
Praise Your saving power; / You, 
amid the raging foes, /Were our 
sheltering tower. / Furious they 
assailed us, / But Your arm availed 
us, /And Your word, / Broke their 
sword, /When our own strength 
failed us." 

In a world in which we think 
that our own strength and ambi
tion is the cause of our success, 
how do we let the realm of the 
spiritual into our lives when "our 
own strength fails us>" 

A more contemporary Hanuk
kah song, "Mi Y 'mallel" ("Who 
can Retell?"), has an opening line: 
"Who can tell of the heroic deeds 
of Israel? ... Yes in every gen
eration a hero arises to save the 
people." The Russian-born Zion
ist Menashe Ravina plays here on 
the words from Psalm 106:2, "Mi 
y'mallel g'vurot Yisra 'el .. ." ("Who 
can recount the mighty deeds of 
the people Israel?"). The song 
places human strength and know-

how at center stage. It is not sur
prising that the Zionist take on 
the Hanukkah story emphasizes 
human agency over heavenly 
intervention. After all, the Zion
ists created the "new Jew," who left 
the beit midrash (house of study) to 
work the land. 

This Hanukkah, how will you 
rededicate yourself to understand
ing Israel and its story better? 

Peter, Paul and Mary's 1983 
folk song "Light One Candle" 
casts the particular story about the 
Maccabean struggle for religious 
freedom within a universal con
text, and links it to other move
ments of defiance and protest that 
bring about a more just society. 
They use the memory of the past 
as a clarion call to do justice. They 
sing, "What is the memory that's 
valued so highly,/That we keep it 
alive in that flame?/ What's the 
commitment to those who have 
died?/ We cry out "they've not 
died in vain,/ We have come this 
far, always believing,/ That justice 
will somehow prevail;/ This is the 
burden and This is the promise ,/ 
This is why we will not fail!" 

This Hanukkah, how does our 
centuries-old struggle against the 
Assyrian Greeks motivate us to 
help others with their struggles? 

In "Miracle on Ice," Matisyahu, 
the hip-hopping Hasidic Jew," 
sets up the opposition between 
Hanukkah and Christmas. It 
confronts us with the threat 
facing Judaism in a majority cul
ture that seduces us to participate 
and our need to look heavenward 
for support. 

While it's easy to morph 
December into one "holiday 
season" (who doesn't like Star
bucks' eggn~g latte?), how do 
you want to draw distinctions 
between your identity and prac
tice and those of your Christian 
neighbors? How can you turn the 
discomfort of "difference" into a 
source of pride? 

Yeshiva University's a cappella 
group, the Maccabeats, with its 
2010 YouTube sensation "Cande
light" and the Israeli group, the 
Fountainheads, from Ein Prat 
with "I Gotta Feelin' Hanukkah" 
(a spoof on the Black Eyed Peas 
hit "I Gotta Feelin'") present us 
with a final challenge: How can 
we make traditions and stories 
that we tell each year fresh and 
fun? 

The Maccabeats sing, "I'll tell 
a tale/ Of Maccabees in Israel/ 
When the Greeks tried to assail/ 
But it was all to no avail/ The war 
went on and on and on/ Until the 
mighty Greeks were gone/ I flip 
my latkes in the air sometimes 
sayin' ayy ohh spin the dreidel/ 
Just wanna celebrate for all eight 
nights singin' ayy oh, light the 
candles." 

So this Hanukkah, crank up 
the volume in that Jewish room 
of yours. Play the music loud, 
even wake the neighbors and dis
cover the power of rededication. 

I 
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Hanukkah shoppers: Consider 'upcycling' for the holidays 

Brown undergrads 
Hannah Winkler 

and Tara Noble open 
The Vault 

BY NANCY AllESHAUS 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - Faster than you 
can say "Happy Hanukkah," the 
holiday will be here! And despite a 
negative outlook for the U.S. econ
omy, holiday shoppers still plan to 
buy an average of 14. 7 holiday gifts 
this year, according to Deloitte 
LLP, U.S. retailer and distribution 
leader. That adds up to a pretty 
hefty recycled shopping bag. 

That's where Hannah Winkler 
of Providence and Tara Noble of 
Brooklyn, N.Y. step in. Winkler 
and Noble, two Brown students 
who share a friendship and a pas
sion for sustainability, suggest kick
ing eco-friendliness up a notch 
from recycling to upcycling this 
season. 

"Upcycling rec\uces waste by 
taking old or unwanted items and 
remaking them into something 
new," said Noble, such as making 
an apron from an old dress, for 
example. In contrast, recycling 
often reduces the quality, or down
cycles, an item. 

With support from the Brown 
Student Agencies (BSA), an on
campus organization that provides 
business experience to Brown 
undergraduates, Noble and Win
kler put their passion for upcycling 
into practice last April and opened 
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H elping you meet 

challenges & seize 

opportunities 

TARA NOBLE of Brooklyn, N.Y., left, and HANNAH WINKLER of Providence, 
mix business with sustainability at Brown. 

The Vault, an on-campus, self
sustaining clothing exchange that 
features weekly sale days and upcy
cling workshops. 

"We accept donations - primarily 
clothing - from students and some 
faculty, and then sell it at reasonable 
prices," said Winkler. The Vault 

Sayer Regan&Thayer, LLP 
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW 

We are pleased to welcome 

Debra L. Chernick, Esq. 
joining the fi rm as Of Counsel. Debra brings 

30 years of experience in the fields of Real 

Estate, Family & Probate. She will p;actice 

at our newest location, Wakefield , Rhode Island. 

130 Bellevue Avenue, 
Newport, RI 

343 C Main Street, 
Wakefield, RI 

"holds court" every Friday morning 
in the lobby of the J. Walter Wilson 
building at 69 Brown St., at the 
corner of Brown and Waterman. 
On Tuesday afternoons, they hold 
upcycling workshops in the same 
space. Anyone who wants to trans
form an old item into a new item 
is welcome. A sewing machine, 
scissors and guidance from Noble 
and Winkler are available free of 
charge. 

Donors to The Vault receive 
merchandise credits toward future 
purchases; cash payments also are 
accepted. A treasure trove of cloth
ing and accessories (jewelry, belts, 
scarves, hats), books, and shoes 
await eager shoppers. "We try to 
accept items that are in good con
dition," said Winkler. "Sometimes 
we've done small repairs." 

Winkler, 20, is a junior at Brown 
with a concentration in visual arts. 
She is the daughter of Karina Lutz 
and Todd Winkler. Noble, 21, is 
a linguistics major and a second 

SRT-Law. com 401.849.3040 401.789.1616 
wwwjvhri.org 

semester junior at Brown. She took 
a semester off to work with a sus
tainable food group in New York 
and will graduate this December. 

Neither Noble nor Winkler had 
any prior retail experience before 
opening The Vault, although they 
both learned to sew from their 
mothers. The classmates met 
two summers ago at a local recy
cling nonprofit. That organization 
folded, but Noble and Winkler 
continued their friendship - and 
their mission. To date, The Vault 
has taken in about $2,000. "It's a 
business and we are paid employ
ees," said Winkler. 

I l 

VAULT 
t 1 

What have they learned from 
this experience? 

"I'm interested in exploring self
sustaining nonprofit arts organiza
tions," said Winkler, "and this [The 
Vault] is a business and a helping 
organization that's self- sustaining." 

"It's a really good feeling to start 
something from scratch and see it 
to completion," Noble said. 

What will happen to The Vault 
afrer they graduate? 

"As a program of BSA, The Vault 
will continue after we graduate - [I 
hope] for a long time," said Wm
kler. 

"If all goes according to plan, it 
will definitely go on," said Noble. 
"We've been successful so far, and 
we have a few followers who might 
be interested in taking over." Noble 
gives credit to the support they've 
received from BSA. They may rely 
on BSA to help them find good 
people, so that The Vault will con
tinue into the future. 

Nancy Abeshaus, a freelance writer, 
lives in South Kingstown. Contact her 
at nabeshaus@cox.net. 

Shop The Vault sale days at Brown 
University in Providence on Fridays 

from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. or attend an 
upcycling workshop on Tuesdays from 
1 p.m. - 4 p.m. in the lobby of the J 
Walter Wilson building at 69 Brown 
St. on the comer of Waterman and 
Brown, in Providence. 

Visit The Vault online at: http.// 
wwwfacebook.com/pages/ The
Vault/157626757630278 
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Hanukkah in Israel 
Sufganiyot on the 

streets, burning lights 
and family fun 

BY MARCY OSTER 

JERUSALEM OTA) -They're 
making sufganiyot on the streets of 
Israel; H anukkah must be near. 

Actually it started feeling like 
H anukkah here about two days 
after Sukkot, when the first ven
dors started frying the delicious and 
caloric doughnuts in vats of oil in 
front of bakeries and on the street 
in towns throughout the country. 

As malls in America rush the 
Christmas season by putting up 
decorations right after Halloween, 
some vendors in the heart of J eru
salem were making sufganiyot in the 
middle of Sukkot. 

I spend the weeks until Hanuk
kah checking out the sufganiyot 
offerings - jelly, chocolate, custard, 
you name it. At a rumored 1,000 
calories each, I can only allow 
myself one or two throughout the 
whole season, so they had better be 
good. 

One of the highlights of my 
family's Hanukkah is our annual 
venture to a fancy coffee shop for 
s'fJ!aniyot and hot cocoa (for the 
Kids, coffee for me). Last year's 
offerings included sujganiyot filling 
with flavors such as champagne, 
taffy and pistachio. 

But H anukkah in Israel is not 

all about sufganiyot; with the kids 
out of school for a week, family fun 
rules. Workplaces mostly stay open, 
but stay-at-home moms and par
ents who manage to get some end
of-the-year time off do not want 
for kid-friendly activities during 
Hanukkah. 

Cities throughout Israel offer 
many cultural extravaganzas 
during the holiday. Musicals and 
plays for children often star some of 
the best-known old and new Israeli 
television and music personalities. 
Malls feature children's program
ming like arts and crafts stations, or 
they set up stages with visits from 

"lt's not 
uncommon to see a 
home with dozens 
of 1ights burning in 

the window." 

jugglers, singers and often charac
ters from beloved Israeli children's 
shows such as "Yuval Hamebulbal" 
("Yuval the Confused") or "Kofiko" 
(a monkey with very human traits). 

One of our favorite happenings 
in recent years featured candle dip
ping. Others included demonstra
tions of making and eating olive oil 

CHELM learns true joy of Hanukkah 
From Page 23 

Shmeenie said, exasperated. 
"Ahh. So now you know how 

your family feels." 
"But ... " For a moment the little 

girl looked as if she was going to cry. 
Then she composed herself. "Do 
you want to know the truth? I don't 
really want to give gifts. I just want 
to get one. Just a little doll." 

"I understand," Mrs. Levitsky 
said. "Do you know what they call 
a gift that is an obligation?" 

Shmeenie shook her head. 
"Taxes." Mrs. Levitsky laughed, 

patted Shmeenie on the head, and 
walked off. 

Frustrated, Shmeenie stomped 
her feet in the snow for a good five 
minutes, and then she had an idea ... 

On the first night of Hanukkah, 
after the candles were lit, while 
the latkes were frying and Adam 
and Abraham were spinning their 
dreidels, Shmeenie snuck off to her 
room. 

Jacob and Rebecca exchanged 
nervous looks, but neither said a 
word. 

A few moments later, the little 
girl came back with a small bag. 

"Everyone, come here!" she said 
brightly. "I have presents for you." 

The family gathered around, and 
from the bag, Shmeenie took out 
four scrolls of paper and tied with 
hair ribbons. She solemnly handed 
them out. 

As one, the Schlemiel family 

slipped off the ribbons, unrolled the 
papers and read: 

My gift to you 
Is love from me 
It doesn't cost much 
And it's given for free 
It will never run out 
Or go away 
That is my gift 
For you today. 
You have never seen so many 

tears of joy in one room. 
A moment later Abraham and 

Adam and Jacob and Rebecca ran 
from the room. In another moment 
they were back with little gifts of 
their own - small dolls made from 
scraps of cloth and pieces of wood. 
Even Jacob gave Shmeenie a small 
seven-sided dollhouse with real 
windows and doors that opened. 

The laughter from the Schlemiel 
house that evening filled the entire 
village of Chelm with joy. 

"Hanukkah presents, who would 
have thought?" Jacob Schlemiel said 
to his wife just before bed. "Let's 
just not make a habit ofit .. ." 

1his is an abridged version of the 
title story from ';1 Hanukkah Pres
ent!" by Mark Binder. ';1 Hanukkah 
Present!" - the National Jewish Book 
Award for Family Literature finalist 
- is available in softcover for 114.95, 
19.99 on iTunes, and a 14.99 ebook 
edition far the Kindle, Nook and iPad. 

You may also read another story,Jree 
of charge, at http://lightpublications. 
comlhanukkahl 

and pita. 
There are also plenty of Hanuk

kah parties to attend in the eve
nings, either public or private. As in 
America, synagogues, schools and 
other institutions host parties, and 
kindergartens put on pre-Hanuk-

kah extravaganzas with song-and
dance presentations for parents. 
Families get together to light can
dles and fry latkes. 

Our extended family gets 
together every year for Hanuk
kah, though coordinating the event 
becomes more difficult each year as 
more nieces and nephews marry, 

move away from the community 
and have children of their own. 
One of the highlights of our party is 
the family sing-along, which begins 
with Hanukkah songs, moves on to 
well-loved national Israeli songs 
and finally moves into a different 

realm - Simon and Garfunkel and 
show tunes. 

There are plenty of public light
ings of the hanukkiyah - in the 
Knesset, on army bases, at the 
Western Wall. The president and 
the prime minister travel to signifi
cant spots throughout the country, 
and sometimes the world, to kindle 

the Hanukkah lights. 
Also as in the United States, and 

throughout the world, Chabad is a 
palpable presence in Israel during 
Hanukkah, with their hanukkiyot 
sprouting in town squares, public 
parks and on the backs of cars. 
In our own community, the local 
Chabad lights a tall hanukkiyah in 
the middle of our open-air mall, 
inviting children to come each 
night to sing the blessings and enjoy 
sujganiyot. 

Perhaps the best part about being 
in Israel during Hanukkah is walk
ing down the streets of many cities 
and seeing Hanukkah lights burn
ing, often in special glass contain
ers, outside the front door. With 
the mezuzzah on one side and the 
Hanukkah lights on the other, the 
home is surrounded by mitzvot, 
according to tradition. And since 
everyone lights his or her own 
hanukkiyah, it's not uncommon to 
see a home with dozens of lights 
burning in the window. 

It truly makes Hanukkah feel 
like a national celebration. 
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ANTIQUES 

STU ALTMAN 
AUCTIONEER 

401-331 -SOLD (7653) 

CONSIGN 
ANTIQUE 

QUALITY 

OR ACQUISITIONS, LLC ITEMS 

ANTIQUE AND COLLECTIBLE 
SELL DIRECT AUCTIONS ?- WANTED 

• LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED 

ATTORNEY 

Howard L. Feldman, Esq. 
Law Office of Stephen J. Dennis 

127 Dorrance Street, 3rd Fl., Suite 7 A 

~ Providence, RI 02903 

P: (401) 453-1355 F: (401) 453-6670 

AUTOMOBILE SERVICES 

R.I. Inspection Station -~ :.-

Full Service Auto Repair ~r -- -~ 

D!AmbJiiJJ'9, S,ef"llice _ ·un 
BabD'Ambra 

SUW.f!MII 

761 Hope St. 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone 401-621-2348 
Fax: 401-831-6652 

Paula knows a guy ... 
Rhode Islanders are famous for saying HI KNOW A GUY!• 

Paula Miller, who d iscovered .:idvertising with The Voice & Herald, earned 
herself a S25 gift card to Casserta's Pizza, when she 
referred a new advertising customer to us. 

Call our ad rep, Tricia Stearly (she's REALLY nice), at 
42 1-4111 , ext. 160 or e-mail tstearly@shalomri.org 
to get m on the deal. You find us a business person 
who would love business from ou r community, 
and if he or she advertises with us, you get the 
prize! 

Read the fine print, below. for more dctalls! 

• REFER SOMEONE - your favorite doctor, dentist. 
realtor, accountant restaurant owner, no rtn. liquor store 
owner, etc 10 Trlda Stearly, o u, a<lver t tsing ~alei rep1e),ent<1tive, at 421 -4111 , e1lt. 
160 Of Utf'arlyi:ctsh;,i1omrl.org 
• IF THAT PERSON H ASN'T ADVERTISED WITH THE VOICE &HERALD In the- past 
12 month 'I- and 1,lgns an advertising contract wnh u\, we'll ~nd you the $2S gift 
Cdrd from one of our 10<,il ddverti'loea 

• WE' LL SEND VDU the S25 girl card Jfter the Jd runs 

• IT 'S A WIN· WIN FOR EVERYONE you get 8 glh c;,ird to u1e or give away, your 
rl!ferral gt'l'lo 9'""' ddVf'lll\lng f'llp()\Uff' and we'vl! put monl"y In ti~ hand, of 
anothe, loc.,I bu~ml!$!.' 

• DON'T DELAY !his prog1.tm may be time Umltedl 

~ JEWISH VOICE & .HERALD 

BAR/BAR MITZVAufPHOTOGRAPHY 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Photography 

www.osmundsonphotography.com 

BAR/BAR MITZVAHIWEDDINGS 

WHISPERING 
PINES 

CONFERENCE 
CE TER 

University of Rhode Island 

W, Alton Jones Campus 
West Greenwich, RI 

( 401) 397-3361 ext. 6056 
www.uri.edu/ajc/wpines 

The natu ral beauty of Whispering Pines provides an intimate 
setting for a ceremony and reception for as many as 180 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 
• GOLD COINS WE BUY & SELL RARECOINS, ----1 : ~::~i~s GOLD JEWELRY & BULLION NOW AVAILABLE 

Eagle Silver Dollars, 
Gold Coin,& Estate 
Jewelry and Silver, 
ProofSets,Coin & 
Stamp Albums 

• STAMPS 
·GOLDJEWELRY & WATCHES BEST 
• ANTIQUES, STERLING SILVER 

·COINS&BARS PRICES 
• US AND FOREIGN 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

PODIW COIN BCIIANGL INC. 
Serving banks, anorneys, estates 
and the public for over 40 years. 

769 Hope St, Providence 
SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 , LC 8041 401-861-7640 

COMP[TER REPAIR & SERVICE 

it ~~:o~~-~~t~t~i:~~~~~E Network Video Surveillance 
Virus/Spyware Removal 

Macintosh Repair 
On-Site Service • Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

SONICWAL[) ~ 

110 Jefferson Blvd,, Suite C • Warwick, RI • www.pctroublo.com 

rQ1 S A 

M8A 

Larry B . Parness 
Nikki M . Parness, CFP® 
T hinking outside the box 

f ull service financial firm providing 
business/ individual consulting 

Tax Preparation 
Financial Planning 

401 454 0900 • pa rnessl,eJ1x netcom com 
128 Dorrance St • Suite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

You've known me for your taxes 
Now see us for the rest of your financ ia l story 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843- I 300 

Tel : 828-5908 
or 

738-7835 

JADE 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-11 19 

ML#A1538 
Licensed & Insured 

CTRIC 
291 Knight Street 

Warwick, Rhode Island 02886 

401-640-1451 

_-a.., 
Joe DeFranco 24 Hour Service 
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Teenage athletes, artists 
invited to enroll 

2012Summer 
Maccabi Games, 

ArtsFest engage teens 

PROVIDENCE - First-come, 
first-serve spots for greater Rhode 
Island teens are available for the J CC 
Maccabi Garnes, which will be at 
the JCC Rockland in West Nyack, 
N.Y. from Aug. 12 - 17, 2012. A 
wide array of activities are included 
in the Maccabi Garnes which have 
offered Jewish teens social, cultural, 
and life-shaping experiences since 
1982. At this Jewish Olympic-style 
event, athletes participate in one of 
14 sports (including soccer, base
ball and volleyball, among others), 
social events and the opportunity to 
help others. 

An "Olympics for teens," the 
Maccabi Games also promote com
munity involvement, teamwork and 
pride in being Jewish. With more 
than 6,000 teens participating each 
year, the energy and excitement 

create an unforgettable experience 
for all participants, said Shannon 
Boucher, director of children's pro
grams at the Alliance. 

For those who aren't into sports, 
the JCC Maccabi ArtsFest engages 
Jewish teens (entering grades 8 
- 12) through a combination of 
workshop, performances and exhi
bition, community service and 
social activities. Teens develop 
their individuality through artis
tic expression while strengthening 
connections to their Jewish heri
tage, community and Israel. Arts 
specialties include acting, creative 
writing, dance, jazz ensemble, 
musical theater, culinary, rock/pop 
bands, visual art, vocal music and 
fashion/costume design. 

Although ArtsFest is not a com
petition, teens must participate in 
local "tryouts" according to tryout 
curriculum provided by the artist
in-residence. 

For more information, contact 
Shannon Boucher at 421-4111, ext. 
147 or sboucher@jccri.org. 

Readers' comments on pension reform 

AFEW READERS commented on our "question of the week" 
about pension reform legislation - which the General Assembly 
"oted to approve earlier this month. 

To read their comments, visit www.jvhri.org and enter "Pension 
reform" in the search box. 
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CONTRACTOR 
DO PEOPLE TELL YOU 
that you could sell "ice to 
Eskimos?" If so, we want to 
hear from you: The JV&H seeks 
a second salesperson on an 
independent commission 
only basis (very generous 
commission rate). 

The successful candidate 
must be able to travel 
throughout greater A.I. and be 
committed to selling ads; need 
not be Jewish. Experience in 
print media ad sales is strongly 
recommended. Serious 
candidates only. 

Contact Nancy Kirsch at 
nkirsch@shalomri.org or 421-
4111 , ext. 168. 
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ISRAEL 
ADVOCATES for releasing Pollard 

argue their position with White House 
From Page 1 

doing what he did should be there 
for two, four, six, eight years, not 
going into 27." 

On Nov. 21, Pollard entered his 
27th year in prison. Convicted of 
spying for Israel without intent 
to harm the U.S., he is currently 
incarcerated at the Butner Fed
eral Correction Complex in North 
Carolina. Pollard is the only person 
in U.S. history to receive a life sen
tence for spying for an American 
ally. 

The advocacy group "Justice 
for Jonathan Pollard" compares 
his sentence to those of 20 others 
convicted of spying for U.S. allies 
with sentences ranging from a few 
months to 14 years. Today, the 
maximum sentence for Pollard's 
offense is 10 years and the median 
sentence, according to the group's 
website (http://www.jonathan
pollard.org/sentences.htm), is 2-4 
years. 

The sign in Hebrew says, "We want Pollard home.• 

"Each case is unique, but certainly 
if you take that kind of comparative 
view, the sentence is disproportion
ate, and our argument is based on 
humanitarian grounds," Malcolm 
H oenlein, executive vice chairman 
of the Conference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish Organiza
tions, told JointMedia News Ser
vice. "We're not arguing the case 
or the details right now, what we're 
saying is that [after] 27 years, he 
has paid the price, he has expressed 
remorse. It is time to let him go and 
to act on his appeals. There's noth
ing more to be gained by his further 
incarceration, by most assessments." 

With the recent releases of Gilad 
Shalit and llan Grape! from Hamas 
and Egyptian captivity, respec
tively, many inside and outside the 
Jewish community are now focus
ing their energy on Pollard, encour-

aging President Barack Obama to 
commute his sentence. 

On Jan. 4, well before Shalit and 
Grape! were free, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
wrote to the White House to for
mally request Pollard's release. But 
in October, the New York Times 

"There's nothing 
more to be gained 

by his further 
incarceration." 

quoted Vice President Joe Biden as 
saying, "President Obama was con
sidering clemency, but I told him, 
'Over my dead body are we going 
to let him out before his time' ... !fit 
were up to me, he would stay in jail 
for life." In a conversation with U.S. 
Jewish leaders after the publication 

Silverman 
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www.silvermanmcgovern.com 
284 W. Exchange St. Providence, RI 02903 
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of the Times article, Biden denied 
making the comments. 

Instead of taking seriously 
Biden's reported comments on 
Pollard, Lerner said the opin
ions of "people in the know" are 
what matter - individuals such as 
former Secretaries of State George 
Schulrz and Henry Kissinger, 
former CIA Director James Wool
sey, and former Assistant Secretary 
of Defense Lawrence Korb have 
all vouched for granting Pollard 
clemency. While those individu
als have "first-hand knowledge" of 
Pollard's situation, there's no reason 
to assume Biden has researched the 
issue at all, Lerner said. 

"These are the people who had 
access to the information and who 
are responding from a knowl
edgeable point of view, and under 
those conditions they have all said, 
enough is enough," Lerner said of 
Schulrz, Kissinger, Woolsey and 
others. 

"The vice president can shoot 
from the hip, and so what?" he said. 

U.S. Rep. Barney Frank 
(D-Mass.), who wrote a letter to 
Obama supporting Pollard's release 
signed by 39 legislators in 2010, 
recently led a group of 39 members 
of Congress who submitted a plea 
of clemency to the White House, 
and again asked for clemency in a 
speech on the House floor this past 
August. Frank described Biden's 
reported comments as "damaging 
the chance of getting [Pollard] out." 

"I wish I could be more optimistic 
[about the chances for clemency]," 
Frank told JointMedia News Ser
vice. "I've written to the president, 
but I've never gotten any acknowl
edgement for any of this." 

In terms of granting Pollard 
clemency, Obama "may be a little 
bit afraid politically on this," Frank 
said, adding that he has "gotten 
only silence from the administra
tion." 

Hoenlein said the Conference 
of Presidents, which represents 
more than 50 national Jewish 
groups, advocates with presidents 

POLLARD, Page 33 
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WILL Israeli products fly off the shelves? 
From Page 1 

Jewish O rganizations; and the 
nine Jewish newspapers publish
ing supplements [although not 
The Jewish Voice & Herald). 

[Here in Rhode Island, Larry 
Katz of the Alliance said that 
Shannon Boucher of the Alli
ance is selling some items from 
the Emunah Children's Center 
in Afula, and that Green River 
Silver may carry Israeli-made 
jewelry. Synagogue gift shops 
may also stock Israeli products.] 

"This is a significant move
ment because of the growing 
[boycott, divestment and sanc
tions] BDS efforts and the pres
sures on some Israel goods," said 
Malcolm Hoenlein, the executive 
vice chairman of the Conference 

of Presidents, which is pushing 
the campaign on campuses and 
through its mailing list. "We felt 
it's important to have a positive 
effort." 

Indeed, some of the participat
ing businesses have been direct 
targets of the BDS movement. 
They include Ahava and stores 
that sell the cosmetics company's 
products. 

Some retailers, which had been 
targeted by BDS activists in the 
past but continue to stock Israeli 
goods, nonetheless chose not to 
participate in Buy Israel Week 
so as not to attract attention, said 
Jodi Samuels, co-founder of jdeal, 
which has partnered with Jewish 
media outlets to find local retail
ers to participate in the campaign, 
as well as providing online and 

social media efforts. 
"Some national retailers previ

ously targeted by BDS campaigns 
were nervous about joining the 
campaign and would rather stay 
under the radar," Samuels said. 

According to Zelazny, most of 
the campaign's costs have been 
covered by corporate sponsor
ships, although she was not able 
to say the amount raised or the 
price of the campaign. Other 
groups are contributing non
monetary services, and Zelazny 
says she is donating her time. 

Although there have been 
other so-called "buy-cott" cam
paigns to counter BDS efforts, 
organizers believe this will be the 
largest recent effort to promote 
Israeli goods - and one they hope 
will be repeated and expanded in 

years to come. 
"The promotion of Israel prod

ucts isn't just economical, it's psy
chological and political," Zelazny 
said. "People see that Israel isn't 

"Instead of buying excellent 
Chilean wine, they can buy wine 
from Israel. We want people to 
next time not buy shoes made in 
Italy, but in Israel." 

EL7.l/AL7N. * 
HOME AWAY FROM HOME 

isolated; you see the breadth of 
creativity, the range of products 
from food to high-tech. People 
don't think oflsrael in that sense. 
There are really some amazing 
food and consumer items. 

She added, "You buy some
thing because you think it's cool, 
fresh, on its merits. That it's made 
in Israel is an added bonus." 

POLLARD remains in prison, despite declining health 
From Page 32 

and members of Congress to keep 
the Pollard issue on the agenda. 
The goal is "to try and speak as a 
community on this issue, even if 
-everyone will not necessarily sign 
or endorse every letter we write," he 
said. 

In June, Pollard was denied the 
right to attend his father's funeral, 
and in August - days after a visit 
from Michael Oren, Israel's ambas-

sador to the U.S. - he underwent 
"urgent" but successful surgery, 
Pollard's wife Esther told the Jeru
salem Post. 

"Nobody stays in prison for 27 
years and walks out with a clean bill 
of health," Lerner told JointMedia 
News Service. "The environment, 
the food, the air, other sick people 
- it's not conducive [to health]. 
Especially [since] it has been seven 
years [for Pollard] in solitary con
finement. Eventually, you end with 

problems, whether it's diabetes . .. 
heart problems or kidney problems 
or some combination." 

As Pollard's plight becomes more 
of a "humanitarian issue," a number 
of people in the Jewish community 
who once took a "harder position" 
against his release "have come 
around," according to Hoenlein. 

Some remain hesitant to back 
Pollard's release by virtue of their 
association with the U.S. military, 
but "the overwhelming consensus is 

A timeline of Pollard's 26th year in prison 
BY JOINTMEDIA NEWS SERVICE 

• November 2010 
U.S. Reps. Barney Frank 
(D-Mass.), Edolphus Towns 
(D-N.Y.), Anthony Weiner 
(D-N.Y.) and Bill Pascrell 
(D-N.J.) write a letter to Presi
dent Barack Obama encouraging 
him to grant Pollard clemency. 

Thirty-nine members of Con
gress submit a plea of clemency 
on behalf of Pollard. 

• January2011 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja

min Netanyahu writes Obama to 
request Pollard's release. 

• June 
Pollard denied the right to 

attend his father's funeral. 
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• July 
Pollard receives a visit from 

Michael Oren, Israel's ambassa
dor to the U.S. 

• August 
On the floor of the House of 

Representatives, Rep. Frank 
renews his call for Obama to 
commute Pollard's sentence, 
saying the move "would be a sign 
of U.S.-Israeli relations that I 
think would help strengthen the 
climate for peace." 

Pollard is rushed from prison 
to the hospital for surgery. 

• October 

The New York Times quotes 
U.S. Vice President Joe Eiden 

(see story, above) ... 
Eighteen former U.S. Senators 

write Obama requesting Pollard's 
clemency in a historic bi-partisan 
letter (http://www.jonathanpol
lard.org/2011/102611a.htrn). 

In more letters to Obama, 
former New York City Mayor 
David Dinkins (http://www.jon
athanpollard.org/2011/100411b. 
htrn) and Nigerian pastor 
Enoch Adejare Adeboye 
(http://www.jonathanpollard. 
org/2011/101911.pdf) become 
two unlikely parties to join the 
call for Pollard's release. 

• N ovember 

Pollard begins his 27th year in 
prison. 

= Camp JORI, totally yours. 
Worden's Pond • Wakefield, Rhode Island 

website: www.campjori.com • E-mail: campjori@gmail.com 
Call Camp Director Ronni Guttin at 401 -463-3170 

wwwjvhri.org 

that he should be let go," Hoenlein 
said. The opposition to clemency 
has subsided since the early years of 
Pollard's imprisonment for a variety 
of reasons, Hoenlein said, includ
ing the considerable time that has 
passed, his expression of remorse 
and his deteriorating condition. 

"When you're on the outside, 
you always say 'He deserves it. He 
should 've gotten more,'" explained 
Lerner, trying to explain some peo-

pie's hesitancy to support Pollard's 
release. "That's not logical." 

"[Pollard] has served more than 
anybody else in history for spying 
for any country," Lerner said. "He 
was indicted for spying for another 
country without intent to harm the 
United States. You don't get life 
imprisonment for that." 

Jacob Kamaras is editor-in-chief of 
jointMedia News Service. 
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Thanking Cindy Halpern 
The 'pursuit of 
happ iness' is an 

invitation, not a 
guarantee 

CINDY HALPERN 
put me in touch with 
Ruth Gruber (who just 
celebrated her 100th 

birthday in New York with her 

----~ myriad friends), 

Mike 
Fink 

the renowned 
journalist who 
saved the life of 
Cindy's mother 
and brought her 
to Oswego, N.Y. 
in the last terrible 
year of World War 
II. 

Cindy has 
devoted her life so far to the pur
suit of gratitude and courtesy to 
survivors and their saviors. All her 
personal journeys have that point 
and purpose. She keeps travel dia
ries and shares them through the 
shelves of our public libraries, the 
pages of our local news outlets and 
personal correspondence. Cindy 
has not had a particularly easy pas
sage in Providence and beyond its 
borders - she has had little refuge 
from the troubles of the world 's 

unjust realms. She published a 
series of wonderful succinct anec
dotes in a special section of the 
Providence Journal Sunday edition 
some time ago; I think it was called 
"Brief Takes" or something like 
that. I admired the poignancy 
of her varied contributions. 

Meanwhile, she drove a cab 
to make ends meet for her and 
her daughter Robin. She kept 
accounts of the insights and 
adventures of that brave chapter 
in her career. As for the "pur
suit of happiness" held forth as a 
promise and pledge in our Bill of 
Rights, the first 10 amendments 
of the U.S. Constitution, it never 
meant a guarantee of contentment, 
only an open invitation to voyage 
wherever it takes you on your quest, 
your search. 

What a long introduction to the 
simple statement I want to borrow 
from a recent epistle I received via 
"snail mail" from my friend Cindy! 

She reports that she attended 
a presentation about the rescue 
of Jews in Albania by their native 
Muslim neighbors during the 
Holocaust. 

"I had never heard of it," Cindy 
wrote. "Have you?" She contin
ued with these words: "Albania is 
the sole predominantly Muslim 
country in all of Europe. [During 
World War II], the small popula-

tion of Jews enjoyed religious free
dom. When the Italian fascists 
occupied Albania, Jews had some
what less freedom, but they were not 
threatened with the 

of life itself. 
"It was when the Italians with

drew and the Germans came in 
that there was great danger. The 
Albanians had a code of honor that 
forced them to protect guests - at 
all costs - even at the price of their 
lives and the lives of their fami
lies. [More than] a thousand Jews 
escaped from Germany, Austria, 
and Yugoslavia and found rescue in 
Albania. 

D'vARToRAH 

"The speakers at the event were 
the children and grandchildren 
of these Muslim people who had 
risked their own security and 

"The A1banians had 
a code of honor 

that forced them 
to protect guests ... 
even at the price of 

their 1ives." 

safety to save the lives of Jews." 
Cindy cites the name Q:mal 

Bicaku, whose grandfather and 
uncle were tortured but refused 
to give up the Jews they had 
hidden. "This is so remarkable ... 

even in Denmark where most Jews 
were shipped to Sweden, some Jews 
ended up in Theresienstadt and 
a few perished, before the Danes 
could make a deal with Himmler." 

Everyone tastes something bitter 
as well as something sweet and 
pleasant in life. Cindy has suffered 
more than her share - just what is a 
"share" of sorrow? - of life's losses. 
She has buried her two brothers 
and her sister, then her last sibling, 
as well as the slings and arrows of 

Is it OK to lie? If so, when? 
G ENESIS 25:19 - 28:9 

Parashat Toi' dot 

BY RABBI ANDREW KLEIN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

TONE TIME or another, 
we have all been in the posi

on of deciding whether to 
tell the truth - and we will all be 
there again. 

Most of us feel pretty clear about 
big destructive lies, but what about 
the tiny ones? Are they ever OK? 

As always, we turn to Torah for 
guidance. In this week's portion, 
Toi' dot, we learn about the family 

dynamics in the home oflsaac and 
Rebecca and their twin sons, Jacob 
and Esau - Esau being the elder of 
the two. 

Jacob had already tricked Esau 
out of his birthright (see Genesis 
25:19-34) when he went to his blind 
father, Isaac, lying on his death
bed, and lied to him. He claimed 
to be E sau so that he would receive 
Isaac's innermost blessing, the spe
cial blessing reserved for the first
born son alone. Jacob went so far 
as to place an animal skin over his 
smooth hands to deceive Isaac into 
thinking that they were the hairy 
hands of his brother Esau, who (as 

· a 1ver ew1s ome 
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we know from Genesis 25:25) was 
covered with red hair. 

Telling lies is an aspect of human 
nature that seems to have been 
around forever. Our tradition has a 
great deal to teach us about truth
fulness versus lying. The Babylonian 
Talmud tells us, "Truth is the seal 
of the Holy One, blessed be He." 
(Tractate Shabbat 55a) The medi
eval Torah commentator Rashi 
comments on this passage by point
ing out that the spelling of emet, the 
Hebrew word for truth, combines 
the first letter of the Hebrew alpha
bet (alif), the middle letter (mem) 
and the final letter (tav). Rashi con
tinues, "The God of truth is found 
wherever there is truth, and God's 
absence is felt wherever there is 
falsehood." 

Our Jewish heritage abounds 
with teachings like these about the 
value of honesty and truthfulness. 
But Judaism is also sufficiently in 
touch with the reality of human 
nature to know that there are times 
when people will lie. 

Indeed, on certain occasions even 
God has been known to "twist the 
truth." The Torah relates a very 
interesting incident involving Abra
ham, Sarah and God. When Abra
ham was 100 and Sarah was 90, 
God told Abraham that they would 
conceive a son. When Sarah heard 
the news, she laughed inwardly, 
thinking: "Now that I am withered, 
am I to have enjoyment - with my 

wwwjvhri.org 

husband so old?" (Genesis 18:12) 
God hears Sarah, but modifies 

her words when he asks Abraham, 
"Why did Sarah laugh, saying, 
'Shall I in truth bear a child, old as I 
am?'" (Genesis 18:13) Tractate Baba 
Metzia 87a explains this by saying 
that God changed Sarah's words 
for the sake of sh 'lom bayit, domes
tic harmony (literally "peace in the 
house"). God did not want Abra-

"Jacob wi111imp 
away as a man 

of honor." 

ham to know that Sarah had made 
an insulting remark that might have 
hurt his feelings . 

The Talmud carries this thought 
even further when it describes the 
method that Aaron, the High 
Priest, employed for making peace 
between two opposing sides. He 
would tell each side that the other 
was sorry, in an attempt to soften 
them into coming together for 
reconciliation. When this worked, 
peace was restored, and neither side 
knew that Aaron had told them a 
"white lie." 

When it is our turn to decide 
whether it's OK to tell a lie, we ulti
mately have to face ourselves, our 
own conscience and God. We have 
to be honest with ourselves about 

outrageous fortune. She is con
cerned with far more than her own 
fortunes and misfortunes, how
ever. She keeps tabs on "her people" 
near and far. I appreciate her hand
written note, which brings to mind 
the many kindnesses of her sojourn 
closer to my hearth. 

Her only child was a classmate 
of my youngest son: Robin and 
Reuben at the same school, long 
ago. When first I sent a few sto
ries to regional newspapers, with a 
special focus on second-generation 
efforts to honor their parents, she 
would send flowers to my home 
with a polite note attached, express
ing her thanks and support. I miss 
her presence here but return the 
courtesy with this account of her 
great dignity in giving credit where 
credit is due, even in the most 
unexpected places. 

At the time I acquired my first 
passport, in 1953, American trav
elers were forbidden access to only 
one nation - Albania. Cindy has 
changed that, with her missive con
tained in two plain sheets of paper 
folded into a long envelope and 
bearing a stamp with a pine cone 
and green needle pine bough upon 
it. Thanks, Cindy! 

Mike Fink is a professor of 
English at Rhode Island School of 
Design. Contact him at mfinkJJ@aol. 
com. 

the motivation behind our lies. Are 
we really lying in order to spare 
someone's feelings? Or (as is often 
the case) is that simply an excuse for 
the fact that we are trying to protect 
our own feelings? This is a question 
no one can answer for us; we are left 
on our own to determine what we 
will do and how we will bear the 
consequences. 

As for Jacob's lies and deceptions 
in this week's portion, Jacob was 
still a young man setting out on a 
long journey of self-discovery. In 
later Torah portions that we will 
read in the coming weeks, Jacob 
will leam that just as he has acted 
deceptively, so will he be deceived. 
Just as he has cheated others, so will 
he be cheated in turn. Jacob will 
eventually limp away as a stronger 
and wiser man, a man of honor -
but it is a lifelong journey for him 
to get there. 

Our patriarch Jacob is not pre
sented as a flawless role model. He 
is painfully human - someone to 
whom we can all relate. Just as he 
had the capacity to grow and change 
as he made his way through life, so 
do we all. I wish everyone a peace
ful Shabbat, with time for honest 
reflection on the decisions ,ve make 
about the stories we choose to tell. 

Rabbi Andrew Klein, a member of 
the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis, is 
the rabbi at Temple Habonim in Bar
ri11gtrm. Contact him at ,ifl<JJIJ@rox. 
net. 
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SCIENCE AND SOCIETY 

Writing about science in a socially responsible way 
Columnists are a 
diversified group 

I 'VE BEEN submitting 
columns to this newspaper, 
beneath the intimidating 
masthead of Science and 

Society, for many years, without 
ever giving much thought to the 
meaning or even the broader 
import of this imposing rubric. 

This paper's exec
utive editor has 
given columnists 
much latitude in 
selecting subjects 
to explore or 
issues to confront. 
But in contrast to 
most of my fellow 

Dr. Stanley columnists, whose 
Aronson columns are part 
----- of the opir.ion 
pages, my category of Science 
and Society appears to establish 
unambiguous boundaries for my 
journalistic contributions. 

And so, I've wondered, per
haps, whether I have been remiss 
in offering subjects that stray 
appreciably beyond the param
eters defined by science or society. 
My previous column, for example, 
summarized the life of a great 
Yiddish playwright, a column 
with no obvious connection to 
the sciences. And the preceding 
column, expressed some passing 
thoughts on physicians' waiting 
rooms, again with little reference 
to the sciences, medical or other
wise. 

Stretching things a bit, it is 
possible to consider virtually any 
subject as being included within 
the category of society, even such 
happenings as many of the con
temporary political debates that 
seem to be affronts to society. But 
in contrast, the term "sciences" 
just doesn't allow much measure 
of permissiveness; and certainly 
"scientific" as an adjective would 

be totally inappropriate to define 
those political discussions. 

In political debate, the winner is 
the one who speaks louder, longer 
or more assertively. And generally 
- if recent debates are any criterion 
of victory in debate - verified facts 
are of negligible importance. 
Perhaps open debates have always 
been thus. In a forum in ancient 
Athens, for example, Aristotle 

had declared that women possess 
fewer teeth than men; and the 
male Athenian congregation all 
solemnly nodded in agreement; 
and so, a lovely myth declaring 
male anatomic superiority over 
the female prevailed without 
dissent. H ad the great philosopher 
merely asked Aristotle's wife 
to open her mouth, witnesses 
might have disproved Aristotle's 
assertion; in short, a theory on 
gender differences would have 
been destroyed by the simple act 
of observing. 

Science certainly begins with 
fact, provable fact. But what, 
more fundamentally, is science? It 
derives from a Latin word mean
ing knowledge, and still earlier 
from a Greek word meaning to 
cleave, to separate one thing from 
another. Certainly, the gathering 
of facts is basic to science; but sci
ence is substantially more than 
the mere accumulation of facts, 
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Serving All Rhode lsl;incl (li' th'.Hll. An I £ 
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just as a pile of logs is not a log 
cabin. 

Science then begins earnestly 
with the study of an assemblage 
of facts: D o some of them contra
dict others? Does a cluster of facts 
help to explain yet other facts? Do 
some facts in one field correspond 
to or correlate with facts in an 
unrelated fi eld so as to hint at an 
overarching and binding explana
tion? Does a contention - some
times called a theory - help bind 
some hitherto independent facts 
to each other and thus explain 
a perplexing phenomenon of 
nature? 

A theory, then, is a daring leap 

"Science is 
b1oodsport, not 

for the tender
hearted." 

forward; and while most scien
tists are diligent gatherers of facts, 
a theorist of the sciences, in addi
tion, is an adventurer; and further, 
a scientist who proposes theories 
immediately exposes himself to 
the scientific wrath of his col
leagues. To expose the clay feet of 
a proposed theory remains one of 
the greater passions of science. All 
theories in science remain forever 
contingent; and for a theory to 
remain act'ive, it must of necessity 
expose its bosom to the constant 
attacks of other scientists. Those 

within the sciences may agree: 
There is something vaguely sui
cidal about ou r younger scientists . 
They begin each day in their sepa
rate laboratories eager to find ways 
of destroying the very tenets of 
their profession. Science, in many 
ways, is blood-sport, not for the 
tenderhearted. 

Can a column in a Jewish 
newspaper ever speak of Jewish 
science? We may talk of Italian 
opera, Portuguese wines or Hindu 
cuisine; but to define science as 
Lutheran or Jewish or Cambodian 
- or anything but universal - is to 
deny its ubiquity and its indepen
dence from the strictures of one or 

another creed - or even executive 
editors. 

W e columnists are a diversified 
group, innocent as writers and per
haps also quite deaf, since we per
sist in answering in our columns 
questions that nobody asked. We 
are inspired by many urges, but 
ultimately, our true inspiration is 
the deadline. And then, we rarely 
know what really lies within our 
heads until we commit those sub
conscious reveries to paper. 

Stanley M. Aronson, M.D., is 
dean of medicine emeritus, Brown 
University. Contact him at smamd@ 
cox. net. 
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I'm Jenny Miller. I've 
devoted my life and career 
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being, independence and 
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Helene D. (Greenbaum) 
Bender, 96 

FALL RIVER, Mass. - Helene Bender 
died Nov. 17. She was the wife of the 
late Dr. Hammond I. Bender. 

Born in Fall River, she was a 
daughter of the late Dr. Randolph 
and Mildred (Tonkonogy) Green
baum; she was a 1934 graduate of 
BMC Durfee High School , class of 
1934. A member of Temple Beth El 
and Congregation Adas Israel, and 
their Sisterhoods, she was a life 
member of Hadassah, a member of 
the Fall River Jewish Home for the 
Aged, and a member of the Jewish 
War Veterans Auxiliary #168. 

She is survived by her daugh
ter Susan Bender of Chestnut Hill, 
Mass. She was the sister of the late 
Evelyn Winston. 

Donations may be made to 
Temple Beth El. 

Milton Levin, 85 
EAST GREENWICH - Milton Levin 
died peacefu)ly surrounded by his 

berger) Levin. 

family, Nov. 14. 
He was the hus
band of Cynthia 
(Katz) Levin for 
SO years. Born 
in Fall River, 
Mass., he was a 
son of the late 
Michael M. and 
Bess (Eisen

He was a long-time resident of 
Providence, before retiring to East 
Greenwich. 

An Army Air Force veteran serv-

• 
ing in World War II as a 
staff sergeant,· he flew 
35 missions as a tail 
gunner in a B-24 Libera

tor. Chosen by the State of Rhode 
Island to give an oral history of his 
service, he was recently honored by 
the Rhode Island Secretary of State 
for his commendations. 

After the war, he attended Brown 
University until his father's sick
ness dictated his entering the family 
business as president and chief 

executive officer of United Supply 
Company. Throughout his life, he 
overcame many illnesses, includ
ing having been among the first to 
undergo open-heart surgery in the 
1970s, which allowed him to live a 
long and productive life. 

A charter member of Temple 
Emanu-EI, he was a member of B'nai 
Brith, Jewish War Veterans and the 
New England Wholesalers Associa
tion. 

In addition to his wife, he leaves 
his children, Miriam Sirota and her 
husband Michael, Michael Levin and 
his wife Katie, and Heather Paskin 
and her husband Rabbi David; his 
grandchildren, Zachary and Samuel 
Sirota, Rena and Noah Levin, and 
Dalia, Ayelet and Naomi Paskin. The 
grandfather of the late Liat Paskin, he 
was also the brother-in-law of Claire 
and Paul Pincus, Ann Teitelbaum 
and the late Joe Teitelbaum. 

Donations may be made to the 
Alzheimer's Association, Jewish 
Senior Elder Care or Temple Emanu
EI. 

Julius C. Michaelson, 89 
PROVIDENCE - Julius Michael

son, of Angell 
Street, Provi
dence, died at 
home, Nov. 12. 
Born in Salem, 
Mass., he was 
the son of the 
late Carl and 
Celia (Cooley) 
Michaelson. 

A Providence resident for most 
of his life, he was educated in Provi
dence public schools graduating 
from Hope High School in 1939 
and subsequently graduating from 
Boston University School of Law in 
1947. He later received his master's 
degree in philosophy from Brown 
University. 

He served as a first lieutenant in 
~ the U.S. Army during 
~ WorldWarll. 

A past president of 
the Rhode Island Bar Association, 
he began his ·1aw career with his 
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partner and lifelong friend, Milton 
Stanzler, as a principal partner in the 
law firm of Abedon, Michaelson and 
Stanzler. He retired in 2010 from 
Michaelson & Michaelson, where he 
was a partner with his son Jeffrey. 

His many accomplishments and 
recognitions included serving as 
general counsel to the State AFL
CIO, a state senator in the Rhode 
Island General Assembly for 12 years 
and as Rhode Island's attorney gen
eral in the 1970s. He concentrated 
much of his political and legal efforts 
championing causes of social justice 
to aid ordinary citizens and society's 
less fortunate. He received many 
awards over his long career. 

In 2002, he was inducted into the 
Rhode Island Heritage Hall of Fame. 
Part of its citation reads as follows : 

"Your real accomplishments rise 
above office-holding. You have 
been a community stalwart your 
entire life and seamlessly joined the 
causes of social justice into your leg
islative life. You spoke out against 
racial injustice and chaired an ad 
hoc group to study the problem, 
and eventually led the charge in the 
General Assembly that passed a Fair 
Housing Law, and paved the way for 
open public meetings. At the same 
time, you gave your vocal stamp of 
approval to women's rights legisla· 
tion like the Equal Rights Amend
ment in your capacity as chairperson 
of the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

"In 1971, it was pointed out that 
you concentrated much of your 
efforts on bills to help the ordinary 
citizen, such as the Fair Housing 
Law, consumer protection, antipol
lutic:m; conservatiorµ,and for school 
teachers' rights to collective bargain
ing, (the bill named the Michaelson 
Act) , and that your work in these 
areas attracted much attention 
beyond the borders of Providence. 
It has been said that whatever the 
issue, you seemed to instinctively 
side with society's less fortunate, 
not always a popular or pragmatic 
position to take. You followed the 
star of social justice regardless of the 
consequences. 

"In a larger frame, you served on 
the National Institute for Democracy 
under Madeline Albright to promote 
democracy in third world coun-

OBITUARIES 
tries, were a delegate to the 1980 
Conference on Security and Coop
eration in Madrid, and in 1988, you 
participated in American-Russian 
bilateral talks in Moscow. In a break 
with partisanship, President Reagan 
appointed you to the Foreign Ser
vice Grievance Board. Throughout 
your distinguished career, you rose 
above party politics to do what you 
thought was the right thing. You 
truly represent the State's Indepen
dent Spirit." 

He is survived by Rita, his wife of 
61 years ; his sons, Mark and Jeffrey; 
his daughter-in-law Karen ; and his 
grandchildren, Kristen and Graham. 
He also leaves his brothers-in-law, 
Dr. Joel Caslowitz and Dr. Ronald 
Green, and sisters-in-law Susan 
Green and Joyce Richard. 

Contributions may be made to the 
Celia and Carl Michaelson Endow
ment Fund at the Brown University 
Judaic Studies Department, Home 
and Hospice Care of Rhode Island or 
Temple Beth-El in Providence. 

Melvin Raskin, DMD, 95 
WARWICK - Melvin Raskin, DMD, 
died Nov. 17. He was the husband 
of the late Elaine (Leff) Raskin for 
63 years. Born in Boston, the son 
of the late Louis and Esther (Rosen) 
Raskin, he had been a resident of 
Rhode Island for five years. 

A graduate ofTufts Dental School, 
he practiced dentistry for 25 years 
in Hartford, Conn. He later became 
a corporate officer of New York 
Blue Cross/ Blue Shield overseeing 
the installation of dental insurance 
plans. He was one of the pioneers in 
the creation of dental insurance and 
traveled extensively lecturing on the 
subject. 

A World War II veteran, he was a 
,. retired lieutenant colo
-=-- nel in the US Air Force 
~ Reserves. 

One of the founders 
and lay leader of the Jewish Center 
of Marco Island, Fla., for 14 years 
he led weekly and High Holy Day 
religious services, served as ritual 
chairman, and performed duties 
normally fulfilled by a rabbi. In addi
tion to serving on boards of his reli
gious institutions, he served on the 
board of Marco Health Care Center, 

an affiliate of Naples Community 
Hospital. 

A resident of Tamarisk Assisted 
Living since 2007, he helped create 
the High Holy Day services at Tam
arisk that will continue on in his 
memory. He was instrumental in 
the creation of a Tamarisk Mahzor 
that is still being used ; and he led 
or helped lead Rosh Hashanah and 
Yorn Kippur services for the past five 
years. He also created a library of 
cantorial music that he shared with 
Tamarisk's residents on a weekly 
basis. 

He is survived by his children, 
Patricia Raskin of East Greenwich, 
Russell Raskin of Providence, and 
Paul Raskin of Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.; 
his grandchildren, Laura, Natanya, 
Yisroel Meir, Aryeh, Miriam, Moshe, 
Yehudis Shifra, Eliyahu and Esther; 
and his great-grandchildren, Meira 
Bracha, Shimshon, Chaya and 
Rachel. He was the brother of the 
late Edith Abrams. 

Donations may be made to Provi
dence Hebrew Day School. 

THE EULOGIZER: 
Hal Kanter, 92 

B Y ALAN D . ABBEY 

JERUSALEM OTA) Hal 
Kanter, a writer and director who 
wrote for figures as varied as Bob 
Hope and Elvis Presley, died Nov. 
6. 

In 1968 Kanter created ''Julia~ 
starring Diahann Carroll as a 
nurse who was raising a young 
son alone after her husband was 
killed in Vietnam. It was the first 
TV show to feature a black female 
lead and won numerous awards 
over the years. 

''We all felt we were really con./ 
tributing to the mores of society," 
Kanter said. 

Kanter, who was known as a 
quipster, ended his 1998 auto
biography, "So Far, So Funny," 
with this quote: "If any of my 
work over the past 60 years has 
inspired, encouraged or motivated 
any young person to write comedy 
for radio, motion pictures or tele
vision, I apologize." 
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To the world she is a soldier. 

To us, she is a friend, 
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Prague .... and Budapest 
EVA SUBAR-ISSER- Subar-Isserlis is a resident of the 
LIS, with her daughter East Side of Providence; Subar 
Ilana Subar, left, at the lives in Baltimore, Md. They trav-

Charles Bridge in Prague, holds eled in October to Prague and 
a copy of The Jewish Voice & Budapest. 
Herald. 

Visiting Cranston doesn't require a passport 
ABBI LESLIE 
Gutterman, left, Bob 
Bahr, David Hirsch, 

Sue Bahr, Hope Hirsch, Barbara 
Feldstein (holding The Voice 
& Herald), Elaine Weiss, Janet 

NANCY and DAVID ROSENBERG with their children, Brittany, left, 
Tyler, far right, and Kayla, in front, in Newport's sister city, Shimoda, 
Japan, with their copy of The Jewish Voice & Herald. 

From one sister city to another 
HE ROSENBERG 
family, who lives in Ports
mouth, spent tine in Japan 

in May. David Rosenberg wrote, 
"Each of our children was fortunate 
to spend a day or two in their grade
equivalent classroom in a Japanese 
school. In addition, we visited the 
Ginza section of Tokyo, Tokyo 
Disney World, and the world 
famous fish market, Tsukiji, at 3 
a.m. when the boats come in with 

fresh fish. We also saw Mt Fuji. 
"Our children were honored to 

be in the parade in the city of Shi
moda where they celebrate New
port's Commodore Perry's historic 
signing of the Treaty of Kanagawa. 

"It was an incredible family 
trip, filled with unusual food, new 
friends and foreign languages. We 
will never forget the trip or the hos
pitality we received." 

Gutterman, Howard Weiss, 
Edward Feldstein and Michael 
and Jill Thaler gathered recently at 
the Thalers' home. 

The guests traveled, the Thalers 
wrote, "from Providence to Crans
ton without passports and ran into 
no problems at the border. Several 
of the guests remarked that Cran
ston is a wonderful place to visit 
without the horrors of extensive 
travel." 

2011 Deutsche Bank Championship at TPC Boston 

LAN SHEAR of Woonsocket poses with the FedEx Cup and 
a copy of The Jewish Voice & Herald at the 2011 Deutsche 
Bank Championship at TPC Boston in Norton, Mass. I 

DA and TOM BROWN of Hopatcong, N.]. take a break from their activities at Disney World, to pose 
with their copy ofThe Jewish Voice & Herald. They are standing in front of the great Halloween pumpkin 
at the Downtown Disney Marketplace. 

wwwjvhri.org 



SIMCHAS 

~t A RINA ZA YDES, the 
(' daughter of Leonid and 

Luba Zaydes of Providence, 
and Michael Gregory Ferrucci, the son of 
Michael and Michele Ferrucci of South 
Kingstown, were married June 19, at the 
Botanical Gardens at the University of 
Rhode Island. The reception was held at The 
Narragansett Towers. 

The bride graduated from Clark Univer-

sity with a bachelor's degree in psychology 
and Endicott College with a master of arts 
in education. She currently works for the city 
of Narragansett. 

The groom graduated with a doctor of 
pharmacy degree from the University of 
Rhode Island. He currently works for Wal
greens Pharmacy. 

The couple make their home in South 
Kingstown. 

SAMANTHA LAUREN ISENBERG 

AREN and MICHAEL ISENBERG of Providence welcomed daughter 
Samantha Lauren on July 20. Samantha is the granddaughter of David Isenberg 
of Jamestown, Dianne Isenberg of North Providence, and Barbara Bandel of 

Antioch, Tenn. She is the great-granddaughter of Shirley and Leonard Goldberg of Elm
hurst, lll . Samantha's name and Hebrew name, Hadassah Dodi, were chosen in loving 
memory of her maternal grandfather, Henry L. Bandel , and great-grandmothers Dorothy S. 
Isenberg and Rozalie "Lya" Bandel. 
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SELMA STANZLER and ARTHUR RICHTER 

~irthday Celebration 
N MONDAY, OCT. 30, Selma Stanzler was feted at a surprise party for her 80th 
birthday. Organized by friends and family- many of whom are associated with the 
Holocaust Education & Resource Center - the festivities included a catered lunch 

and tributes to and from Selma. The party, which some 50 or so people attended, was held 
at the Alliance. 

MEYER I. GOLDSTEIN 

Passing· the Bar 
YER I. GOLDSTEI , of 

Providence, passed the July 2011 
bar exams for Massachusetts and 

Rhode Island. He previously passed the bar 
in five other states. Formerly, Meyer was the 
endowment director of the Jewish Federa
tion of Rhode Island and the New England 
Region of the ADL. Following his formal 
admission to the bar, Meyer plans to open an 
office in Rhode Island. 

Sizar(., our 
l\ cclcli1 zg· Story 

EAD ERS: Did you find 
love the first time aroundc 
Or have you been to the 
altar more than oncer 

Regardless of how you came to find 
love and marriage, we want to hear 
your stories: D id you meet at Camp 
Ramah ... studying in Jerusalem ... on 
a blind date ... or J -Date? 

It's not too soon to tell your stories 
for our upcoming Wedding Issue of 
Jan. 20, 2012. Send your stories and 
photos to: Nancy Kirsch at nkirsch@ 
shalomri.org or Nancy Kirsch, The 
Jewish Voice & Herald, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence, RI 02906 (if you want 
items returned, you must include a self
addressed stamped envelope) or call her 
at 421-4111, ext. 168. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

Stronger together. Doing a world of good. 

One p one c 1ersa io can make a difference in the lives of Jews in our 
community, in Israel and around the world. 0 e c s or. can help 
strengthen and celebrate Jewish life. Answering the phone has never been so 

important. e se s e t-e c o Supe u a , and make a generous 
contribution to the Alliance Annual Community Campaign. 

It's a call that's too important to miss. 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS! 

wwwjvhri.org 


