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Rabbi Elie Kaunf er asserts: 
Torah speaks to all Jews 

A gathering filled with blessings 
Reform biennial hosts largest Shabbat dinner in history 

BY R ABBI P ETE R W . STEIN 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. - I had the 
extraordinary privilege of participating this 
past week in the Union for Reform Juda
ism's biennial convention. A convention for 
members of Reform synagogues from across 
North America, it is generalJy considered 
the largest Jewish gathering in the country. 
I was there, along with three other members 

of Temple Sinai, and a number of others 
from the Rhode Island Reform Jewish com
munity. 

Nearly 6,000 people gathered at the 
National Harbor Convention Center near 
Washington, D.C. where, incredibly, we 
managed to sit in one room for Shabbat 
dinner. The convention organizers believe 
it was the biggest Shabbat dinner in history! 

REFORM, Page 19 

Editor's note: R abbi Elie Kaunftr, who 
grew up in Providence and now directs 
M eehan Hadar, was scholar-in-residence 
far the Jewish Federation of N orth A merica 
UFNA) General A ssembly in Denver last 
month. 1he fallowing is adapted from his 
speech, "Our R eal Birthright is Torah. " For 
the fall text of this and his two other addresses, 
visit www.mechonhadar. org/jfnaga2011 

Judaism pushes us 
to ask bold questions 

BY R A.BBi ELIE KAUNFER 

W ARE ALL here 
ogether, searching for 
he new model, the new 

method, the new way to 
engage the next generation and inspire 
the current one. And alJ we know for cer
tain is that the old models, the old ways of 
doing business, simply don't hold. 

Today I want to push us forward by 
chalJenging an old assumption: Jewish 

, continuity is the end goal, and everything 
is in service of that goal. 

RABBI ELIE KAUNFER 

Twenty years ago the 1990 National 
Jewish Population Study found an 
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Those in need share their stories 
Jewish assistance 'keeps the wolf 

from the door' 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PAWTUCKET - After 69 years of marriage, Harold 
and Anita Kerzner still call one another "sweetheart." 

After he sold his Pawtucket-based business, Dynamic 
Auto Parts, Harold, a World War II veteran, discovered 
that retirement didn't suit him. Social and affable, he 
work part-time as an Auto Zone counterman until he 
was 88. 

Anita, who earned an undergraduate degree in social 
work and a master's degree in gerontology, worked in 
adult day care centers for many years. As a volunteer, she 
also led support groups for caregivers. "He talked me 

into getting married," she laughed. "I was supposed to go 
to college and become a professor." 

Anita, 88, and Harold, 91, live in the modest two
story cottage in Pawtucket they've owned since 1949. 
Although they've experienced great loss - the death of 
their youngest son and alienation from their two grand
sons - they are committed to staying in the home they 
purchased for $9,000. They don't want to relocate to an 
assisted living facility in San Francisco, as their eldest 
son, who lives there, has recommended. 

Until they learned about Jewish Family Service of 
Rhode Island OFS), Harold was 

-

paying hundreds of dollars for home 
health care aides each month; Anita 
needed assistance after undergoing 
shoulder surgery a few years ago. 

'·•·: 

In Every A~~···AHero Or Sage Came To Our Aid 
AFMDA thanks you for enabli_ng the heroes of Magen David Adorn to answer every call 

• • .• - ' ; ., >. 1 < • ~ . . ' 

REGION 

Please remember AFMDA when considering your end of year charitable contributions 
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YAACOV ELLIS, Caleb Isenberg (in Lucy Flam's lap) and Li la Stone 
at The PJ Library Hanukkah celebration on Monday, Dec. 19. 

NICOLE KATZMAN rea ds a PJ Library book. 

COMMUNITY 

JULIAN MULHOLLAND, left, and EVE TOLLEY 

Alliance JCC Early Childhood Center accepting applications 
BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - The Alliance 
JCC Early Childhood Center 
(Center) is accepting applications 
for the 2012- 2013 school year, for 
children ages 3 months to 5 years, 
said Nicole Katzman, Center 
interim co-director. Financial aid 
is offered, as well, for children 
attending preschool, she said. 

The Center, said Esta Yavner, 
interim co-director, "offers a dual 
curriculum, one which begins for 

children when they are 3-months
old. Our cu rriculum's philosophy 
is that learning occurs through 
play. Our Jewish values and ethics 
are taught through our nationally 
acclaimed Jewish Community 
Centers A ssociation program. 
Holidays, rituals and Israeli cul
ture are integrated throughout the 
day." 

Physical activity is also a vital 
part of the children's day, said 
Katzman . Children who are 2 
and older have swimming lessons 

East Side, Providence Colonial revival home 6,000 sq.ft, of renovated 
living space. lndudes formal dining room, 6 bedrooms, 3~ bath, dub 
room, media room and wine cellar. In College Hill, voted one of the 
top 10 "Great Neighborhoods of 2011" $1,399,000 

401-274-1644 I D ETA ILS@ Ll lA O ELMAN.COM 

East Side, Providence Beautiful tri level townhouses located just steps 
from Wayland Square with ,ts restaurants, shops and cafes, 3 bed, 
25 baths, hardwoods, granite/stainless, private palm Two car parl"ng. 
From $399,900 
401-274-1644 I OFTAJLS@LllADfl MAN .COM 

once a week at the JCC pool. With 
more than 30 years of experience 
here, Patty Gold, the aquatics 
director, might have taught swim
ming to some of the parents of 
children currently enrolled in the 
Center! And, except in inclement 
weather, children go outside every 
day for playtime. 

The Center, which adheres to 
state licensing requirements of 
the Rhode Island Department 
of Children, Youth and Fami
lies (DCYF), is also accredited 

Lila Delman 
Real Estate 

Local Legacy 
International Reach'" 

NFWPORT 
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by the National Association for 
the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC). 

"We want the Center to feel like 
home," said Katzman. "With our 
loving and nurturing teachers, the 
Center is the parents' partner." 

The Center offers plenty of 
opportunities for family engage
ment. Yavner said that the Early 
Childhood Committee, chaired by 
Marisa Garber and Mindy Stone, 
welcomes new members to work 
on fundraising activities, such as 
the Kids' Stuff sales, or other ini
tiatives. The Committee meets 
once a month to discuss issues of 
interest to parents whose children 
are enrolled at the Center. 

FOR LIFE PLANNING, 

Partnering with other organi
zations, said Yavner, such as The 
PJ Library, engaging classroom 
volunteers and providing ongoing 
professional development oppor
tunities for our teachers add to the 
academically rich and robust pro
gram we offer. "Regardless of what 
kindergarten parents choose for 
their children," said Yavner, "chil
dren who attend our preschool 
program are well-prepared both 
academic~y and socially for kin
dergarten. 

For more information, contact 
Nicole Katzman at 421-4111, ext. 
180, or nkatzman@shalomri.org or 
Esta Yavner at 421-4111, ext. 142, 
or eyavner@shalomri.org. 

You need.financial planning A . , ,.,., 
menpnse~ 

Financial 

Daniel A. Gamm, CRPC® 
Financial Advisor 
24 Pettaconsett Ave 
Cranston, RI. 02920 

401.270.2197 

www.ameripriseadvisors.com/daniel.a.gamm 

Come meet my team • A holistic approach 

Call us for a complimentary consultation 

The lritial ca,sultation prcMdes en overview of financial plamlng concepts. You 
v.-111 not receive written analysis and/a recommendSioos. 

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA and SIPC 
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Providence's 375th year draws to a close 
A city of duality, 

and competing views 
of Jewish thought 

BY PHILIP EtL 

Special to 1he Voice & H erald TH ERE HAVE BEEN a 
lot of facts flying around 
Providence this year 
during the city's 375th 

anniversary celebration. As a his
tory buff (and teacher of a RISD 
English elective about Providence) 
I have tried to collect as many as 
I can. 

Since January, I have learned 
that Edgar Allan Poe was briefly 
engaged to a local poet named 
Sarah Helen Whitman (the wed
ding was cancelled after he failed 
to keep a sobriety vow); that Babe 
Ruth hit his first professional home 
run while playing for the Provi
dence Grays; and that the Talking 
H eads' song, "Psycho Killer," was 
written while David Byrne, the 
band's lead singer, was living in an 
apartment on Brown Street. 

And then there is the name of the 
city, itself. Providence, unlike Chi
cago or New York or Los Angeles, 
has a name that means something 
beyond the physical place. It is 
an old-school term, often spelled 
with a capital "P," meaning God's 
benevolent direction and care over 
human beings. This was what 
Roger Williams had in mind when 
he stumbled through the woods 
for a few frozen weeks after being 
banished from the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony and arrived in a place 
with friendly natives and a sweet, 
freshwater spring. He named the 
place as a permanent reminder of 
his good fortune. 

But this is a story of Chris
tian Providence, and as the 
minutes tick away on the final 
days of this anniversary year, 
I'm still missing one fact. Do 
Jews believe in that same idea? 
After conversations with a few 
local rabbis, the answer I've found 

is "Yes." Or, rather, "Yes*." Provi
dence exists for Jews under the 
name of hashgahah p'ratit (per
sonal supervision): The idea that 
God guides every event on Earth 
down to the flicker of a blade of 
grass and the flutter of a leaf on a 
tree. The things we say, think and 
do; the things that happen to us 
over the course of a lifetime - they 
are all taking place under close 
Divine supervision. But Jews also 
believe in something that seems 
to directly contradict hashgahah 
p'ratit. That something is b'hirah 
hofthit (literally, free choice or 
free will), the idea that we are in 
control of and entirely responsible 
for our actions. How do we recon
cile these two conflicting views? 
"This is something I struggle with 

on a personal level," Rabbi Barry 
Dolinger, of Congregation Beth 
Sholom said. "I think it's a core 
question of faith and the answers 
aren't entirely compelling one way 

BABE RUTH 

or the other." 
Rabbi M ordechai Rackover, of 

Brown RISD Hillel, had similar 
feelings. "It doesn't bother me that 
God is listening," he said. "But [the 
idea] that God is speaking through 
me at every moment is very chal
lenging to me." 

Rabbi Wayne Franklin, of 
Temple Emanu-El, said that 
divergent mystical and ratio
nal schools of thought trace 
back to two medieval scholars: 
Nachmanides and Maimonides. 
He, too, has arrived at a sort 
of compromise between them. 
"I, probably, am not either a Mai
monidean or Nachmanidean in 
this," he said. "The whole system 
of life, as far as I'm concerned, 
is a miracle. God doesn't have to 
intervene in my life to make that 
a miracle or to make it wonderful. 

"ls that as personal as the notion 
of hashgahah p'ratit? Maybe not. 
But it's certainly a provident God." 

city of duality. 

And so as 
year 375 ends 
in my home
town, I don't 
have a quick, 
clean and 
simple defini
tion of Jewish 
Providence· to 
add to my file 
alongside Babe 
Ruth, Edgar 
Allan Poe 
and the Talk
ing Heads. 
Instead, I have 
two conflicting 
exp lanati ons 
for how life in 
this city - not 
to mention 
the universe -
works. And, 
for me at least, 
this is OK. 
After all, if 
there is some
thing I have 
learned this 
year, it is that 
Providence is a 

You can see it in the two nation
ally televised shows that have been 
set here: "Providence," the sunny, 
sparkling soap opera where every
thing works out by episode's end; 
and "Brotherhood," the gray, gritty 
drama where corruption festers in 
private and violence explodes in 
public. You can see it in our former 
mayor, Buddy Cianci, who was 
famously told by a federal judge, 
"'I'm struck between the parallels 
between this case and the classic 
story of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde." 
And you can see it in our city's sig
nature public ritual: Water Fire, a 
haunting, beautiful dance between 
ancient opposites. 

Philip Eil, a native of Provi
dence and a writer/teacher, received 
his MFA in creative writing from 
Columbia University in 2011. Con
tact him at philip.edward.eil@gmail. 
com. 
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When 
friendships end 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

UESTION FOR OUR women 
readers: Did you ever cancel plans 
with a friend because someone 

lled you for a date? I hated 
those phone calls. Although I never made 
such calls, I can't take credit for being a fabu
lous friend - boys just weren't asking me out 
in high school! I always vowed, though, that 
I wouldn't do that to my friends. 

When a friendship ends - either through 
an overt act or changed circumstances -
there's no good script to follow. When a 
romantic relationship ends, "I'm in love with 
someone else," "I'm not interested in dating 
you" or "We need to break up" generally will 
do the trick - the person being left, the one 
hearing those words, will comprehend, if not 
appreciate, the sentiment. 

Those of us who are parents often develop 
"school friends" - people we've met and 
befriended because our school-age children 
become friends. When my children were 
much younger, one of them had a good friend 
who lived nearby. The kids spent many hours 
over many years at one another's homes, and 
the two sets of parents became friendly. 

As the kids developed different interests 
and went on to different schools, they drifted 
apart. Without the underpinning of the chil
dren's friendships, I realized we adults had 
even less in common. Given that, I had no 
desire to spend time with them - I had no 
animosity toward them, I just didn't want to 
maintain the friendship. Despite my protes
tations of "I'm so busy at work, I can't make 
any plans," or "We've already got other plans, 
but thanks anyway," the calls asking us to get 
together continue. 

So, why isn't there a script to follow - as 
there is when a romantic relationship ends -
when a friendship runs its course? 

Several years after college, one of my clos
est high school friends and I took a quick trip 
to Mexico together. Much to my shame, I left 
her alone almost every night to date some
one I'd met there - a nice Jewish boy from 
Baltimore, Md .. As I lived in Washington, 
D .C. then, he was especially "geographically 
appealing" to me. 

At the trip's end, she refused to speak to 
me. We never spoke again until we recon
nected several decades later, when I was in 
New York City on business, the city she'd 
lived in since college. 

To this day, I can't remember how I found 
her, much less how I persuaded her to meet 
me .. . Remember, this was years before Face
book. Still missing her friendship, I had 
hoped for a reconciliation and a chance for 
renewal - instead, she excorciated me during 
our painful, though mercifully short, meal, 
for my unsisterly behaviors. 

Suffused with shame and sadness, I 
endured the brief time together, knowing 
that our friendship could never be restored. 
While her anger, righteous and deserved, had 
burned brightly all those years, my shame 
had flickered on and off, rising and falling. 
Throughout the years - before and after that 
awkward meal - the loss of our relationship 
continues to wound me. 

Today, I still wonder how to graciously end 
this local relationship; today, I still miss my 
dear high school friend. 

IT SEEMS To ME 

Many meanings of submission 
Novel is a somber, yet 

satirical, look at 
post-9111 issues 

RADERS OF AMY Wald
man's recently published first 

ovel, "The Submission" (Farrar, 
traus and Giroux, 2011) are 

likely to hear echoes of Tom Wolfe's first 
novel, "Bonfire of the Vanities" (1987). 

Rabbi Jim 
Rosenberg 

Like Wolfe, Waldman 
takes a jaundiced look at 
the inanities and profani
ties of New York City's 
social-religious-political 
culture. Like Wolfe, 
Waldman satirizes cer
tain recognizable New 
York "types"; most of 
her characters - more 
accurately, her caricatures 
- are manipulative hypo-
crites, utterly incapable 

of understanding why their actions are so 
often ineffectual and self-defeating. Both 
Waldman and Wolfe seem to be crying 
out, "A plague on all your houses!!" 

In contrast to the sometimes side-split
ting humor of "Bonfire of the Vanities," 
"The Submission" remains rather somber 
throughout. Waldman sets forth the sto
ry's central issue within the first few pages: 
In the early fall of 2003, after reviewing 
approximately 5,000 submissions for the 
design of a 9/11 memorial, a jury of artists, 
politicians, well-intentioned civic-minded 
individuals, along with the wealthy widow 
of one of the victims buried in the rubble 
of the twin towers, finally agree upon the 
winning application. When they open the 
sealed envelope, the members of the jury 
discover to their shock and dismay that the 
winner's name is .. . Mohammad Khan! 

The choice of an American Muslim 
to design the 9/11 memorial unleashes a 
tangle of competing emotional, moral, 
legal and religious arguments, the clash of 
which comprises the substance of Wald
man's 300-page novel. If only Khan would 
withdraw his submission for the sake of the 
"higher good" of community harmony, he 
could instantly resolve the conflict inher
ent in having a Muslim design a memo-

rial for the victims of fanatical Muslim 
murderers. But Khan (accused by a close 
friend of having difficulty in thinking 
about anyone other than himself) refuses 
to withdraw; and many support his refusal 
on both moral and legal grounds. The con
tradictions within Khan, who calls him
self Mo rather than Mohammad - proud, 
ambitious, extremely talented, egotisti
cal, socially clueless, a totally secularized 
Muslim who sees himself in marked con
trast to "the pious, primitive, violent kind" 
- are emblematic of the contradictions 
embraced by both supporters and oppo
nents of Khan•~ memorial project. 

"The choice of an 
American Mus1im ... 

unleashes a tangle of 
arguments." 

Waldman's novel asks the same range of 
questions that were generated by the con
struction of the actual World Trade Center 
Memorial, dedicated this past Sept. 11 on 
the 10th anniversary of the attack on the 
twin towers. Michael Arad, a 42-year-old 
architect, designed the memorial, called 
"Reflecting Absence." I suspect that 
Waldman knows that, in iron ic contrast to 
her fictional Mohammad Khan, Michael 
Arad is an Israeli-American. 

Equally resonant within the pages 
of "The Submission" is the controversy 
concerning the so-called "Ground Zero 
Mosque," which is in reality neither a 
mosque nor at Ground Zero. Most read
ers of this paper will recall that back in 
the summer of 2010, the plan to erect a 
13-story Islamic cultural center at 51 Park 
Place, two blocks north of Ground Zero, 
precipitated a storm of controversy. The 
main focus of that controversy - and not 
coincidentally, a central question ofWald
man's novel - is how much of a say the 
victims' families should have in the deci
sion-making process regarding an Islamic 
cultural center. This question, in real life 
as in the novel, is complicated by the fact 
that the grieving families do not share a 

uniform perspective. 
Without much fanfare, this past Sept. 

21 the Islamic community center, now 
called Park 51, held its first public pro
gram in its newly-remodeled space, a pho
tography exhibit called NY Children. The 
Brooklyn photographer who took these 
pictures of New York City children hail
ing from 160 different countries is Danny 
Goldfield - and yes, he is Jewish. 

The title of Amy Waldman's debut novel 
holds multiple meanings. On the simplest 
level, "the submission" is Mohammad 
Khan's winning memorial design. How
ever, Waldman makes sure to inform the 
reader that Islam is the Arabic word for 
"submission." 

Critics of Islam define submission in a 
negative light, as in a fictional newspaper 
column Waldman cites: "Islam means 
submission - it makes slaves of its follow
ers and demands that people of other reli
gions submit to it, too." 

Yet the Arabic word islam has the same 
consonantal root - SLM - as the Arabic 
word "salaam," which means "peace" - just 
like the related Hebrew word, shalom. 
How could the notions of submission and 
peace possibly be related? Given that the 
bask meaning of the_ r~,ot SL~ i~, both 
Arabic and Hebrew 1s whole or com
plete", some would suggest that one can 
achieve a sense of peace, a sense of whole
ness and completion, by entrusting oneself 
wholeheartedly to another person, or to 
"The Other." Call the Other Allah; or call 
the Other Adonai. 

When Mohammad Khan was in 
Afghanistan representing his architecture 
firm in a bid on an embassy project, he 
witnessed a fellow Muslim so deeply rapt 
in prayer that he had forgotten himself -
"and this was the truest submission." Per
haps, if the men and women in Waldman's 
novel had been able to forget themselves 
or, at the very least, to have been less full of 
themselves, they might have been able to 
achieve that sense of wholeness and com
pletion that may be called peace or salaam 
or shalom. 

fam es B. R osenberg is rabbi of Temple 
Habonim in Barrington. Contact him at rab
biemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

------------Letter-----------

THE OP-ED ("Attack on human 
rights community" in the Dec. 

9 issue) that was written by Morie! 
Rothman (who should have been 
identified as being part of JStreet} is a 
naive statement of the effects of the non
governmental organizations (NGOs) in 
Israel funded by mostly foreign govern
ments. Honest debate in Israel and else
where is going on, pro and con. 

Later in his column, Rothman cites 
JudahMagnes (1887-1948), a formerpres
ident of Hebrew University and a leading 
pacifist in Eretz Yis'rae!, as one of his 
"important thinkers." Magnes advo
cated a joint Jewish-Arab state, and 
as a gesture of good will to the Arabs, 
suggested that the Jews should stop all 
immigration to the Holy Land. The 
Arabs completely pooh-poohed his wide 
concessions. Instead, in the spring of 

Rothman is naive 
1948 they gathered together and attacked 
the Jewish State with the idea of exter
minating it. Magnus and his "lhud" 
followers, as well as every Israeli, were 
then locked into a life-and-death strug
gle, which is still going on. 

If Magnus is a model man for Roth
man's "can't we all get along" philoso-
phy, then we should reject it and look for 

Errata 
The Buchsbaum family name (The 
PJ Library Spotlight Family in the 
Dec. 9 issue) was spelled incorrectly 
in the headline, "Meet the Busch
baum Family." 

The Voice & Herald regrets the 
error. 

wwwjvhri.org 

something that is more workable. 
Sy Dill 

Providence 

Editor's Note: Morie/ Rothman is presi
dent of the ]Street U student board and 
should have been identified accordingly. 

SEND US YOUR LETTERS .... 

The Voice & Herald welcomes 
letters from our readers. Send 
letters (no more than 250 words, 
please) to nkirschOshalomri. 
org or The Voice & Herald, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 
02906. Please include a daytime 
phone number. Letters must be 
signed and may be edited for 
content and length. 



OPINION 

Games politicians play 

THERE ARE TIMES when the 
truth hurts - not the subject of 
the statement but the maker of it. 
Two recent examples, one from a 

Republican, the other from a Democrat. 
Former Speaker of the House Newt Gin

grich (he's the Republican) 
said that Palestinians are an 
invented people (and as such 
have no legitimate territorial 
ambitions). His precise 
words, quoted on Fox News 
(http ://www. fox news. 
com/politics/2011/12/10/ 

Josh gingrich-describes-pales-
S tein tinian-people-as-invented), 

------ were: "Remember there 
was no Palestine as a state. It was part of the 
Ottoman Empire. And I think that we've 
had an invented Palestinian people, who 
are in fact Arabs, and were historically part 
of the Arab community. And they had a 
chance to go many places. And for a variety 
of political reasons we have sustained this 
war against Israel (http://video.foxnews. 
com/v/1323735379001/gingrichs-contro
versial-comments) now since the 1940s, and 
I think it's tragic." 

He later asked rhetorically in defense of 
his remarks: "Is what I said factually correct? 
Yes. Is it historically true? Yes. We are in a 
situation where every day rockets are fired 
into Israel while the United States - the 

Hanukkah sends 
another message 

W ALL KNOW the story of 
Hanukkah and its underly
ng message - or do we? 

First, a fact that some 
readers may not be aware of: the Hasmo
nean revolt against Seleucid (Greco-Syrian) 
rule was actually the Jewish people's first 

rebellion for religious lib
erty (Moses did not lead a 
rebellion; he let God do all 
the dirty work - and that 
uprising was for freedom 
from slavery, not merely for 
religious liberty}. The Has
monean revolt was also the 
first-ever religious revolt 
in the entire history of the 
world! 

The reason for this star

~ 

Sam 
Lehman

Wilzig 
tling fact is that almost 

all conquering empires either physically 
destroyed the vanquished people or let them 
have religious freedom within their political 
subjugation. How so? Because polytheistic 
conquerors did not view local gods as "com
peting" with their own gods, nor did the 
vanquished care very much if the conquer
ors added their own gods to the pantheon of 
local deities. It was almost a case of the more 
the merrier! 

It was only when the monotheistic Jews 
were conquered that the trouble began, 
because unlike others, they did not accept 
"other gods." So when Antiochus Epiph
anes started calling himself "God-Made
Manifest" and behaving accordingly, the 
Jews revolted. We won. The Hasmoneans 
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When the truth hurts 
current administration - tries to pressure 
the Israelis into a peace process. Somebody 
ought to have the courage to tell the truth," 
he continued. "These people are terrorists, 
they teach terrorism in their schools." 

This was a fine opening for his Republican 
challengers. U.S. Rep. Ron Paul (R-Texas) 
said, "That's just stirring up trouble." 

Mitt Romney, who, as of Dec. 16, stands 
second or third in polls, said he agreed 
with Gingrich's comments about Pales
tinian terrorism, but that Gingrich went 
too far in publicly questioning Palestinian 
peoplehood. "I happen to agree with most 
of what [Speaker Gingrich] said," Romney 
responded. "Except by going and saying that 
the Palestinians are an invented people. That 
I think was a mistake on [his] part." Romney 
warned against throwing "incendiary words 
into a place [ that] is a boiling pot" and that 
doing so could make things harder for Israel. 

Rick Santorum agreed with Romney's 
comments. 

You'll note that none of these gentlemen 
denied the truth of what Gingrich had said, 
only that he shouldn't have said it. 

Even Gingrich seemed to acknowledge 
this as his campaign later issued a statement 
stressing that despite his comments on Pal
estinian peoplehood, he still favors the even
tual creation of a Palestinian state. "Newt 
Gingrich supports a negotiated peace agree
ment between Israel and the Palestinians, 
which will necessarily include agreement 
between Israel and the Palestinians over the 

borders of a Palestinian state," a Gingrich 
campaign statement noted. 

Remember when Republicans made hay 
over John Kerry's "I actually did vote for 
[it] before I voted against it" sound bite? 

I began by saying that Gingrich was speak
ing truth; the Palestinians are an invented 
people. But so are we all. I'm American, my 

"These people are 
terrorists; they teach 
terrorism in schools." 

paternal ancestors emigrated from Russia; 
my maternal ancestors from Austria-Hun
gary. Before that, I have no idea. But my 
halo-American and Polish-American and 
Hispanic-American and Afro-American 
friends and I are all now proud Americans. 
Arabs who trace their ancestry to grandpar
ents and generations before them who lived 
in the Ottoman Empire have the same right 
to call themselves whatever they want, even 
if it gives them a political advantage. 

The other truth teller was Howard 
Gutman, the U.S. ambassador to Belgium. 
He delivered a speech at an event hosted 
by the European Jewish Union in Brussels 
in which he noted, "The problem within 
Europe of tension, hatred and sometimes 
even violence between some members of 
Muslim communities or Arab immigrant 

groups and Jews is largely born of and 
reflecting the tension between Israel, the 
Palestinian Territories and neighboring 
Arab states in the Middle East over the con
tinuing Israeli-Palestinian problem." 

Advancing peace between Israel and its 
neighbors was the key to addressing this 
issue, he said. 

Jewish groups condemned Gutman's 
statement as one-sided. In response, Mark 
Toner, a State Department spokesman, said 
that the views expressed by Gutman were 
his and not those of the Obama administra
tion. Gutman has said that his remarks were 
"misinterpreted" and that he condemns all 
forms of anti-Semitism. 

Tempest in a teapot? Seems like it to me. 
The man spoke truth. Let's pretend that 
there was no Zionist movement, no Balfour 
Declaration, that after World War I the 
Ottoman Empire was carved up with only 
an Arab state west of the Jordan, and that 
since 1919 it's been Arab. 

Would Muslims in Europe be acting in 
an anti-Semitic fashion? I don't see it. They 
can't win their war in the Middle East so 
they take their frustrations out on Jews in 
France, England, Germany and the Neth
erlands. Gutman was right, his Jewish crit
ics wrong. But apparently he shouldn't have 
said it. 

Joshua B. Stein is a professor of history at 
Roger Williams University. Contact him at 
jstein@rwu.edu. 

REFLECTIONS OFIIN ISRAEL 

Religious liberty? 
restored Jewish sovereignty after more than 
400 years of subjugation to foreign rule. 

So why isn't the Book of Maccabees in the 
Bible? (Actually, there are four Books of the 
Maccabees - none is in the Hebrew Bible, 
but Books I and II - the only ones provid
ing an historical narrative - are included in 
the Greek Apocrypha.) And why do we 
light the hanukkiyah in commemoration of 
the Temple's rededication - yet do nothing 
to commemorate the restoration of Jewish 
political sovereignty? Why, indeed, does 
the conclusion of the haftarah on Shabbat 
Hanukkah contain the statement: "Not by 
might, nor by power, but by My spirit - said 
the LORD of Hosts" (Zechariah 4:6). 

The answer lies not in the specific story of 
Hanukkah but in the events that followed 
it. The Hasmonean family did something 
unacceptable: Judah Maccabee's offspring 
not only reigned as political leaders but also 
took over the priesthood. In short, they broke 
the Jewish political tradition's longstanding 
principle of "separation of powers": monar
chy, prophecy, priesthood - each remaining 
within its own sphere, and counterbalancing 
the others. Through their usurpation of the 
two central powers (the prophetic branch no 
longer existed and was slowly being replaced 
by rabbis}, the Hasmoneans obtained abso
lute power. 

As was was well understood even back 
then, "Power corrupts, and absolute power 
corrupts absolutely" (to cite Lord Acton's 
famous 19th-century aphorism). As pun-
ishment (and also because it was written or 
preserved only in Greek) the Jewish people 
rejected the book of Maccabees from the 
Hebrew biblical canon - and the Talmudic 
rabbis later formalized this textual excom
munication. Today the Books of the Mac-

cabees are to be found among the books of 
the Apocrypha (printed in Catholic Bibles 
between the Old and New Testaments). 

The rabbis also ignored another Apocry
phal book related to the Maccabean revolt: 
the Book of Judith - the story of a reli
giously and nationally zealous Jew who by 
her own cunning succeeds in beheading the 
commander of the Seleucid army. Judith's 

"When monotheistic 
Jews were conquered ... 

trouble began ... they did 
not accept 'other gods."' 

heroism makes Qyeen Esther's pale by com
parison; yet Esther is "in" the Hebrew Bible 
and Judith is "out." 

Clearly, in the case of Hanukkah, the early 
rabbis made a conscious decision to ignore 
military heroism. Instead, they did their 
best to turn what was ostensibly the great
est military victory in Jewish history into a 
completely "spiritual" holiday emphasizing 
the role of God in the deliverance. (In par
ticular, they transmitted the tradition of the 
miracle of the oil, which appears nowhere in 
the Books of the Maccabees.} 

It would not be stretching the point too 
much to add that the subtext here is recog
nition of the dangers inherent in religious 
zealotry. Even in the best of causes, zealotry 
(today we call it fundamentalism) tends to 
carry people away and ultimately leads to 
a perversion of what Judaism is really all 
about. Indeed, some 200 years after the 
Hasmonean Revolt, it was religious zealotry 
that led to the destruction of the Second 
Temple, with civil war (no less!} among the 
various sects or "denominations" within the 
Jewish community (Sadducees, Pharisees, 
etc.) - at the very time the Romans were 
attacking Jerusalem. 

So as we light our candles, let us think 
about this: Religious freedom means allow
ing everyone to serve God as they see fit, 
while avoiding the use of excessive state 
power to achieve this. This lesson must 
be learned only by the (ultra} Orthodox 
establishment in Israel, but also by Islamic 
jihadists around the world, American fun
damentalist Christians who reject the First 
Amendment separation of religion and state, 
and anyone else who ignores the message of 
Hanukkah: "Not by might, nor by power, 
but by My spirit- said the LORD of Hosts." 

Prof Sam Lehman-Wilzig teaches at Bar
i/an University in Israel. In 2008-09 he was 
Schusterman Visiting Professor at Brown Uni
versity. Visit his website: www.profslw.com 
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Can you ever go home again? 
Israeli and American 

Jews have bridges 
to build 

TH E VIDEO STARTS 
with gentle strokes 
of the piano. A boy 
is coloring on a page, 

trying to get the attention of his 
dozing father. After several failed 
attempts to gain his father's atten
tion, the boy ceases calling him 
'daddy' and resorts instead to a 
secret name, "abha." The man's 
eyes open immediately. "They will 
always be Israeli," says the adver
tisement, "Their children will not 
be - help them to come home." 

You might not think that a 
30-second video could start a fire
storm in the Jewish world, but that 
is exactly what occurred, before the 
Ministry of Immigrant Absorp
tion pulled the ad campaign. (The 
videos are still available online at 
http://www.moia.gov.il/Moia_ 
en/ReturningHomeProject/) 

Why did these three ads stir up 
such intense emotions among Jews 
living in the Diaspora, particularly 
among Americans? And why did 
they encourage others to make 
equally offensive 'spoof videos 
playing on the stereotype of the 
pushy Israeli living abroad? The 
answer is: because, for the large 
part, Israeli and American Jews do 
not understand one another. 

For our part, American Jews 

Rabbi Joel Seltzer 

are apt to underestimate two key 
elements of Israeli identity: one 
external and one internal. First, 
Americans in general, and Ameri
can Jews among them, are simply 
not used to operating in terms of 
existentiality. That is, America has 
been good to Jewish people. It has 
provided a life which offers finan
cial security, freedom to practice 
our religion as we see fit, a gen
eral (and even increasing) level of 
tolerance, and that great gift of 
emancipation: upward mobility. 
With things this good, it is hard 
for American Jews to spend serious 
time pondering questions of exis
tential crisis. Sure the intermar
riage rate is high, but people are 
still choosing to live their lives as 

Jews no matter who they are mar
ried to, right? Sure, Jewish history 
has proven that a country's atti
tude and acceptance of its Jewish 
residents can change suddenly, 
but that would never happen in 
America, right? The truth is, we 
in America are simply not used 
to thinking in terms of the stark 
dichotomy between continued 
existence and utter oblivion. 

But unfortunately, Israel is 
accustomed to the reality of exis
tential crises; with that experience 
comes the understandable desire to 
welcome Jewish immigrants from 
all corners of Earth, to encourage 
those living in the Diaspora to 
consider aliyah, and even to devise 
a campaign calling on those who 
have left Israel, to return home 
again. 

Second, we Americans grossly 
underestimate the depth of mean
ing that comes from living as a Jew 
in the Jewish state. Mariy of us do 
not know the comfort that comes 
in living in a state, where the 
majority culture is Jewish culture 
and it seeps through all the seams 
of life. We cannot understand 
what it would be like to live in a 
country where Hanukkah is a hol
iday, and Dec. 25th is just another 
Sunday. We do not know the joy of 
the 2-liter Coca-Cola bottle wish
ing you a "Shanah Tovah," a Happy 
New Year, in September, and not 
in January. It's no wonder that the 
Ministry of Immigrant Absorp
tion would seek to remind Israe-

!is (and American Jews for that 
matter!) of what they have to lose 
by choosing life in the Diaspora. 

But this partnership is a two
way street. And though Americans 
often do not understand Israeli 
mentality, Israelis too, underesti
mate the depth of Jewish life that 
can be found in the Diaspora, both 
religiously and culturally. 

When speaking about the 
Jewish religion, one need not ques
tion why American Jews, particu
larly non-Orthodox Jews, enjoy 
their life in the Diaspora. Here we 
have a thriving religious environ
ment; one which touts the values 
of inter-denominational partner
ship and community relations. 
How many Board of Rabbis meet
ings are there in Israel where rabbis 
from four different denominations, 
Orthodox, Conservative, Reform 
and Reconstructionist, gather to 
respectfully discuss concerns of the 
greater Jewish community? How 
many women who have grown up 
in the vibrancy ofJewish America 
would feel uncomfortable praying 
at the Kotel, the holiest site in all 
of Jewish history, due to its unfa
miliar Jewish aesthetic? And while 
we cannot whitewash the serious 
threats which the Jewish commu
nity in the Diaspora faces in the 
uncertain future (intermarriage, 
assimilation and non-affiliation 
to name a few), we hope that Jews 
living in Israel can recognize that 
serious, thoughtful, traditional 
and yes, liberal Judaism are being 

OPINION 

practiced here with great passion 
and enthusiasm. 

I recently attended a concert by 
the Jewish a cappella group from 
Yale University: Magevet (Yes, 
that means towel, and you will 
have to ask them about it or read 
http://tinyurl.com/cmdjdr6 on 
The Jewish Voice & Herald's web
site). They sang for an hour-and-a
half. Their wondrous voices soared 
together to bring the gift ofJewish 
music to a packed house here in 
Providence. They sang in Hebrew, 
in Ladino and in Luganda, the 
language of the Ugandan Abuy
adaya Jews. They closed with a 
soul-stirring rendition of Naomi 
Shemer's classic "Yerushalayim Shel 
Zahav," "Jerusalem of Gold." And 
then, they asked us to rise as they 
sang "Hatikvah." As tears gathered 
in my eyes, I thought to myself, 
that despite the struggles which 
face the Jewish people in the world, 
in the Diaspora and in Israel, nev
ertheless, Am Yisra'el Chai, the 
Jewish People, are indeed alive 
and well. The only question is, can 
we work together to ensure that it 
stays that way? 

Rabbi Joel Seltzer, rabbi at 
Temple Emanu-El in Prov idence, 
writes regularlyfor Haaretz. Contact 
him at jseltzer@teprov.org. 

A slightly revised version of this 
piece appeared in Haaretz on Dec. 8, 
2011, which granted reprint rights to 
1he Voice & Herald. Haaretz holds 
the copyrights to this column. 

Israel intended no offense with ad campaign 
Subtlety is not part 
of Israeli culture 

BY DANNY DANON 

JERUSALEM OTA) - The State 
oflsrael has always prided itself on 
being not only a home to its native 
citizens but a haven for Jews from 
across the globe. For years the 
Ministry of Immigration Absorp
tion has successfully focused on 
attracting Jews from around the 
world to make aliyah and recon
nect with their homeland. This 
past year, more than 19,000 Jewish 
people chose to leave their countries 
of residence to start life anew in the 
Jewish state. 

With so much effort spent on 
welcoming Jews from abroad, the 
ministry runs the risk of losing 
sight of another pressing concern: 
the deflating number of our own 
citizens. 

Despite Israel's ever-growing 
economy, some of our citizens 
choose to leave Israel in search of 
a more prosperous future. While 
they more often than not retain 
their Israeli identities by living in 
areas populated by other sabras 
(native-born Israelis), these mini
Israel communities abroad can 
never really live up to the real thing. 

In an effort to remind our Israeli 
emigrants of the unique quali-

ties of their homeland, the Min
istry of Immigrant Absorption 
launched a series of television and 
billboard ads. Though controver
sial in nature, the ads were meant 
to remind Israeli expatriates that no 
matter where they currently reside, 
there's no place like home. 

Some American Jews were 
offended by the ads. Admittedly, 
like any successful campaign, the 
commercials were intended to get 
people talking; however, they cer
tainly were not meant to offend. 

Israeli and American Jews have 
shared an extremely tight rela
tionship that is not to be taken for 
granted. Legions of Zionist sup
porters abroad have ensured Israel's 
continued survival, and their tire
less support has helped many an 
Israeli sleep easier. 

Having spent some time working 
in the United States as a shaliah, an 
emissary, for the Jewish Agency in 
Miami, I have come to know the 
unique challenges facing American 
Jewry. Living as an integrated part 
of American society while fighting 
the effects of assimilations is argu
ably the most difficult task with 
which Jewish communities outside 
of Israel must cope. 

While North American Jews 
have grown accustomed to weath
ering these challenges and working 
hard to maintain their unique iden
tities, many Israeli emigrants have 

never had to cope with these added 
social pressures. 

Though I can see why some Jews 
living abroad would be uneasy with 
advertisements whose subtext may 
seem to suggest that it is more dif
ficult to maintain a Jewish identity 
outside of the State of Israel, it is 
essential to note that the intention 
of this campaign was not to pass 
judgment on our American broth
ers and sisters. 

Sensitivities aside, the fact is 

"There are certain 
trappings of lsraeli 
culture that cannot 

be emulated in 
America." 

that each year thousands of well
trained, highly skilled Israeli pro
fessionals are leaving the country to 
find employment elsewhere. These 
expatriates represent an invaluable 
human resource for our country, 
and the job of the Israeli govern
ment is to do whatever possible to 
direct them back to their home. 

While the ads caused a huge stir 
in Jewish communities, the initia
tive was far from an unprecedented 
approach. Countless nations have 
created government programs 

wwwjvhri.org 

aimed at reversing the effects of 
brain drain. 

Israel will always be a homeland 
of the Jewish people. That being 
said, not every domestic policy 
pioneered by Israel's government 
is necessarily aimed at the Jewish 
Diaspora. 

With Israeli and Jewish culture 
being so closely intertwined, the 
truth is that the Israeli national 
character, including the Hebrew 
language, c1V1c holidays and 
remembering our fallen heroes, is 
by no means exclusive to residents. 
American Jews and Jews from all 
across the Diaspora are always 
encouraged to embrace Israeli cus
toms and pass them on to their 
children. 

However, there are certain trap
pings oflsraeli culture that cannot 
be emulated in America, such as 
bustling streets freezing completely 
in time while pedestrians and driv
ers commemorate our war dead, or 
sufganiyot and latkes rather than 
gingerbread lining the windows of 
shops. These are the charms that 
our government hopes to portray to 
woo our talented expatriates back 
home. 

To ensure that we do not find 
ourselves in this situation again, 
my committee has recommended 
to all the relevant agencies and 
organizations that a higher level of 
coordination be implemented. This 

means that Israeli ministries such 
as the Prime Minister's Office, the 
Ministry of Absorption, the Min
istry of Information and Diaspora 
Affairs and the Foreign Ministry 
must coordinate before setting out 
on such an ambitious campaign. 

We as Israelis also must be much 
more sensitive to our brethren in 
the Jewish communities around the 
world. A higher level of consulta
tion with them probably would 
have enabled us to avoid this whole 
situation. 

Admittedly, for all the celebrated 
charms of the Israeli character, 
subtlety is not among our stron
gest attributes. This is something I 
am confident that American Jewry 
can appreciate and recognize the 
intention and reasoning behind this 
campaign. Israelis are a passionate 
and honest people who say what we 
feel, and believe in what we say. It is 
an aspect of our character that has 
allowed us to survive and thrive. 

Through mutual respect and 
admiration I am sure that our two 
communities will move beyond this 
incident and continue to focus on 
the important issues that are truly 
important to us all. 

Danny Danon is the deputy speaker 
of the Knesset and chairman of its 
Committee far Immigration, Absorp
tion and Diaspora Affairs. He also is 
the chairman of World Likud. 



OPINION 

Focus on sex should 
be redirected NOWADAYS 

Orthodoxy is all 
about sex. Imm~desty, 
prom1scu1ty, 

homosexuality: The public 
discourse of the Orthodox Jewish 
world seems disproportionately 
to take place in the bedroom, the 
dressing room and the closet. 

Gender is also a related hot topic. 
What are women? What can and 
can't they do? What can they, but 
shouldn't they? And what about 
mep? Can men marry each other? 
Live together? Adopt children? 
Out of the closet? In the closet? On 
the bimah? In the shul? 

This discourse isn't much of a 
conversation. Discourse comes from 
an Old French word and implies 
'back and forth' - or, in the lan
guage of Talmud study with which 
all Orthodox rabbis are familiar, 
'shakla ve-tarya,' give and take. But 
the public discourse of the Ortho
dox has become - proudly, defiantly, 
and almost by definition - all give 
and no take: an unending series of 
pronouncements and responses, 
murmurings, blog-posts, unend-

Kosher facility 
significant in 

Fall River 
IWISH TO compliment Nancy 

Kirsch for an excellent article 
describing the great work done by 
the Fall River Jewish Home ("Fall 
River facility serves Jews through
out the area" in the Oct. 28 issue). 

What makes the home special -
in addition to the care it provides 
its residents - is that it is a kosher 
facility. 

Fall River, like its sister city 
of New Bedford, does not have 
a large Jewish population. The 
Jewish leadership in both cities 
understands the importance of 
kashrut and have maintained those 
standards. I am happy that I have 
been able to oversee that kashrut 
at the Fall River Jewish Home 
and elsewhere. There are larger 
Jewish communities that do not 
have a nursing home with a kosher 
kitchen, but Fall River maintains 
one. 

I am very happy that the article 
lets the wider Jewish audience 
know what Fall River has to offer 
for short-term and long-term resi
dents - kosher food in addition to 
nursing, therapy, social services, 
etc. I also commend the leadership 
of the Fall River home for not look
ing at economic or demographic 
factors, for example. Instead, they 
maintain the kashrut standards 
necessary to be called kosher. 

Rabbi Barry D. Hartman 
New Bedford, Mass. 

Rabbi Hartman is the mashgiah 
far the Fall River Jewish Home and 
the rabbi al the Orthodox Chavurah 
Minyan of New Bedford. 
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-Misguided rabbinical priorities 
ing comment threads and online 
flame-wars. These "conversations" 
are merely the strident repetition 
of entrenched positions. More and 
more I understand the expression, 
"it's like talking to a wall." 

While these non-conversations 
about sex and gender proliferate, 
the incidence of child rape, verbal 
and physical abuse of women, pov
erty, weakening schools and riven 
families, to name only a few crises, 
increases. Fewer children keep 
Shabbat and more adults work like 
dogs to send their children to day 
schools, sacrificing time they might 
otherwise actually spend with them. 

Sex has nothing to do with most 
of the problems I've listed, and the 
energies that are put into hand
wringing and petition-sigriing over 
sexual ethics could be far better 
placed. 

The case in point: Recently Rabbi 
Steve Greenberg, who was ordained 
by Yeshiva University, subsequently 
came out as gay, and has argued that 
there is no contradiction between 
being gay and Orthodox, performed 
a wedding in which he sanctified 
the union of two men. 

The media reported that an 
Orthodox rabbi performed a gay 
marriage and all kinds of rabbis 

Letters 
A delightful walk 

down memory lane 

My SISTER JOAN and a 
childhood buddy of mine 

both brought the column ("Autum
nal ruminations", by Josh Stein in 
the Nov. 25 issue of The Jewish 
Voice & Herald) to my attention. 
It was about his home, which had 
been ours in the 1940s and gave 
rise to all manner of recollections 
and thoughts. We are all just "rent
ers" for a period, aren't we? 

I remember every room. I recall 
with particular fondness a nook 
on the second floor, in the front of 
the house where we had a piano. 
I learned to play "Chopsticks" on 
that piano. I never got any further 
with my music, but I can still play 
"Chopsticks." Bookcases lined the 
second floor hallway, the den, and 
lord knows where else. 

I remember tilling with my 
mother, Esther Halpert, a rock 
garden to the right side of the 
garage. We found a white rock. 
She told me that white rocks 
were special, that they brought 
great good luck. And so I kept 
it - the white rock from Cleve
land Street - to this day; I keep it 
in my favorite drawer. And good 
and great luck it has brought. 
Josh Stein seems to love the 
house. So did we Halperts. It was 
a lovely time on Cleveland Street. 

Stuart Halpert 

Halpert lived with his family at 
220 Cleveland St., Pawtucket from 
1941-1952. 

Now retired, he and his wife 
divide their time between Washing
ton, D.C., Martha's Vineyard and 
Florida. 

began talking to their favorite walls. 
Then a group of over 100 rabbis got 
together to declare that this was 
not an Orthodox wedding and that 
no such wedding was possible. Big 
news! The Torah and Orthodox 
understanding of halakhah prohibit 
gay marriage. Who knew? 

As an Orthodox rabbi myself, I 
happen to agree that this was not 
an Orthodox wedding. But I think 
these rabbis' response is a much 
bigger problem than two Orthodox 
gay men seeking a way to dignify 
their relationship through marriage. 

Who do these rabbis think is 
listening? What compelled them 
to lash out? Do they anticipate an 
impending rash of Orthodox gay 
marriages? Did their synagogues' 
executive directors ask for guidance 
with all the calls to book gay wed
dings? Do they think that Jews to 
the left of Orthodoxy need to be 
reminded that the Orthodox estab
lishment considers them wrong? 

These rabbis bang on their lec
terns and chests and fight for atten
tion to keep themselves in the center 
of attention: To declare that they are 
in charge and that they alone define 
Judaism. And in so doing, in draw
ing lines where no one is looking for 
them, they routinely miss the places 

Stein fosters a spirit 
of connectedness 

EVERY SO OFTEN I'm 
drawn to the house and neigh

borhood I lived in (and loved) as 
a child for 11 years. During an 
occasional" drive by," I wonder who 
lives there now? So you can imag
ine my delight when I read Josh 
Stein's Nov. 25 column ("Autumnal 
ruminations .. .") and learned that 
he lives in that house and is eager to 
learn about its history. The memo
ries came tumbling out. 

It's spring. On a casual walk I pass 
a lilac bush; its fragrance transports 
me back in time to our backyard 
flooded with the sweetness of lilacs 
growing along the driveway. It's 
winter; new snow is falling. When 
cold wind bites my face, I recall the 
joy of a "no school day." Donned in 
our warm woolen jackets with hats, 
boots and scarves, we fearlessly sled 
down steep hills. 

I'd like to help Josh with his 
ghosts. "The shadows caught in the 
(corners of his eye)" are remnants 
of energy from the days my brother 
Stuart and I wrestled in the upstairs 
hall, around 1948. That "vague 
flash of light" is a candle from my 
10th birthday cake. I didn't blow 
it out. And the "peep of a sound" 
is my dad playing his violin to 
accompany me as I struggle on the 
piano - or maybe my mom ringing 
her tiny bell saying come home for 
dinner. 

Thank you for a thoughtful, 
delightful piece that fosters a spirit 
of connectedness and community 
so important for all of us these days. 

Joan Halpert 
Providence 

wwwjvhri.org 

RABBI MORDECHAI RACKOVER 

that everyone is looking for wisdom 
and moral guidance in the problems 
they face in their actual lives. 

We are bereft of relevant leader-
ship and opinions that matter. In 
recent years we've watched as an 
increasing number of aspects of 
Orthodox Jewish life have become 
narrower. Kashrut is beset with 
polarizing stringencies. Increasing 
swathes of public life (synagogues, 
buses, sidewalks, funerals) are 
becoming less hospitable to women. 
Conversion is a minefield and 
women remain bound in unwanted 
marriages by rabbis who refuse to 

respond. 
And 100 rabbis saw fit to speak 

out .. . on a marriage that no one who 
they are speaking to was likely even 
to have known about. 

I believe Orthodoxy no longer 
exists as a coherent ideology. 
There are gangs of rabbis in dif
ferent clubs. Sometimes they work 
together, sometimes against each 
other, depending on their interest 
of the moment. In the meantime 
they have so eroded their moral 
and legal footing that even the once 
faithful are falling away. So many 
people have gone down this path 
that even the fundamental practices 
of our faith have become twisted 
and unrecognizable. And here we are 
at another moment of niggling ero
sion where rabbis who could spend 
valuable time and energy have mis
placed their power and in so doing 
lost a little more of what little rel
evance they may have left. 

Rabbi Mardechai Rackover is the 
rabbi at Brown R.ISD Hillel. Contact 
him at rabbi@brown.edu. 

This oped, originally published on 
Dec. 8 in The Jewish Week, is reprinted 
with permission from The Jewish 
Week, www.thejewishweek.com. 

Before the uprising -
Warsaw Ghetto 1942 
BY RON GLANTZ 

Special to The Voice & H erald 

Large ghetto 

Small ghetto 

Linked by a footbridge 

Rich Jew 

Poor Jew 

Separated 

Linked by history, heritage, and 
blood 

Closed in by the impersonal 

Cold concrete slabs of wall 

Framed in cattle wire 

Guarded by Satan's spawn 

Men ... 

Women ... 
Children .... 

Old 
Young 

Being a Jew death their fate 

Herded together in the ultimate 

Loss of the sense of being and 
dignity 
Men with heads covered 

Women with heads shaved 

All clothed in rags with a 
uniform 
Look of' 

Despair 
Surrender 

Death 

The streets perfumed with the 
stench 

Of rotting garbage, feces, and 
bodies 

With death so impersonal 

It is lost to the mind's eye 

Who among them said Kaddish 
for their unknown brothers and 
sisters 

Strewn invisible upon the 
streets and walkways? 

Who among those then living 
there kept faith with their God? 

Who remembers and says Kad
dish for them now? 

Ron Glantz lives in Marstons 
Mills, Mass. Contact him at 
roncapecod@comca.st. net. 

Our Editorial Policy 
The Voice & Herald publishes 
thou?htful and informative contrib
utors columns (op-eds) and letters to 
the editor on issues of interest to our 
Jewish community. At our discre
tion, we may edit pieces for publica
tion or refuse publication. 

Letters and columns, whether 
from our regular contributors or from 
guest columnists, represent the views 

of the authors; they do not represent 
the views of The Voice & Herald or 
the Alliance. 

Send letters and op-eds to 
nkirsch@shalomri.org or Nancy 
Kirsch, The Voice & Herald, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 
02906. Include name, city of resi
dence and (not for publication) a con
tact phone number or email. 
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Harold said, "I was spending 
money and going broke; I didn't 
know about Jewish services [avail
able to us)." 

Trying to get help from Rhode 
Island's Department of Elderly 
Affairs (DEA) was a long-time 
exercise in frustration with more 
information (send another form, 
send the deed to your home, he 
said he was told) requested at 
each encounter. After months of 
frustratingly fruitless efforts to 
get help, a family friend, Sylvia 
Weber, intervened, and help soon 
followed. After learning that she 
was eligible for meals - at no 
charge - Anita asked for kosher 
meals. The DEA put her in touch 
with the Kosher Nutrition/Meals 
on Wheels program that the Alli
ance helps fund; Harold is now 
eligible for those meals and grate
fully receives them. 

Julia is one of several JFS home 
health aides helping the Kerzners 
for a few hours every day. Julia 
affectionately teased both Anita 
and Harold, who readily recipro
cated - the mutual affection and 
respect among them was clear. 

"Julia is a jewel," Anita said. 
With diabetes and asthma, 

Anita requires several medica
tions; Harold needs only two 
daily pills - one for blood pres
sure and another for cholesterol. 
He wears glasses only to read and, 
Anita jokes, "to find his glasses." 

Assistance from Jewish com
munity agencies allow them 
to ·remain in their home, said 
Harold, who, with Anita, is 
adamant about not relocating. 
With home health care aides 
and Kosher Nutrition/Meals on 
Wheels, all from JFS, and help 
from DEA for prescription costs, 
they use their limited income to 
pay taxes, insurance and main
tenance on the house, for which 
they now have a reverse mortgage. 

"I say the Shema every night 
and I pray that God gives Harold 
energy," said Anita, adding that 
her husband takes good care of 
her. 

Calling himself stupidly 
proud and reluctant to ask for 
help, Harold is grateful for their 
extraordinarily kind neighbors -
people who shovel their driveway 
and steps and rake their leaves, all 

I How to Celebrate Chanukah I 
Kindle the Menorah on each of the eight nights of Chanukah. See 
below for the times, number of lights and the order of kindling. The 
Chanukah lights are kindled in the front window or by a doorway. 

You may use olive oil or paraffin candles which are large enough to 
burn until half an hour after nightfall. Use the shamash (service candle) 
to kindle the lights and place it in its special place on the Menorah. 

All members of the family should be present at the kindling of the 
Chanukah lights. Students and singles who live in a dormitory or in 
their own apartments, should kindle in their own rooms. 

Friday afternoon, the Chanukah lights (which will bum until 1/2 hour 
after nightfall) are kindled before the Shabbat candles. The Menorah 
should not be relit, moved or prepared, from the time Shabbat 
candles are lit, until Shabbat ends and the Havdalah prayer is 
recited. After this time the Chanukah lights for Saturday are kindled. 

Menorah Kindling Blessings Before kindling rhe lighrs, recite: 

I. Bo-rucb A-toh A-do-noi E- lo-bey-nu Me-Jech Ha-o-lom A-sher Ki-di 
-sba-nu Bi- mitz-vo-sov Vi-tzi-va-nu Li-bad-lik Ner Cba-nu-kah. 
Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe, who has sanctified us by 
His commandments, and has commanded us to kindle the lights of Chanukah. 

2, Bo-ruch A-toh A-do-noi E-lo-hey-nu Me-Jech Ha-o-lam She- a-sa 
Ni-sim La-a-vo-sey-nu Ba-ya-mim Ha-heim Bi-z'man Ha-zeh, 
Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe, who wrought miracles 
for our fathers in days of old, at this season. 

The following blessing is recited on the first evening 
or on the first time one kindles the Chanukah lights this year: 

3. Bo-ruch A-toh A-do-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ha-o-lom She-he-chi-ya 
-nu Vi-ki-yi-ma-nu Vi-bi-gi-ya-nu Li-z'man Ha-zeb. 
Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe, who has kept us 
alive, and has preserved us, and enabled us to reach this season. 

2011 Menorah Kindling Calendar for Rhode Island 
Fri. Dec. 23 light candles before 3:59""' 
Shabbat Dec. 24 light af\er 5:06pm 

Nightfal for the rest ofChanukah 5:00"" 

f f f f l ~i~~~~o~~~~~!g the 
---·rT!'T Shabhar Candle, 3:59pm 

Bless ings No. I & 2 

I I I I I I Saturday, Dec. 24 
--------- Ajlu Shabbat ends & I 1 2 3 • 5 l lavduluh i:; n:ciml 

f Tuesday, D«. 20 Blessings No. l & 2 
••••••••• Aller Nightfall , , , , , , I 

I Blessings No.I, 2 & 3 ' ' ' ' ' '• Su nday_, Dec. 25 --,,TT'TTT After N ightfall 
/ / / Wednesday, Dec. 21 Blessings No. I & 2 

•••••••• • After Nightfall / / / / / / I ! Monday, Dec. 26 
I 2 Blessings No. I & 2 -,,"TT'TTTl After Nightfall 

Blessings No. I & 2 

I I I I I I I I l Tue,dar, Dec. 27 
--,.----• After N ightfall 
1 t • ~ 8 7 8 Blessings No. 1 & 2 

/ f / Thursday, Dec. 22 

••••••!•• After .Nightfa ll 
1 1 3 Blessings No. I & 2 

Provided o.f u public service by The J,,wish Voice & Herald. CompUed by Clwbod of RI 

ELLEN GOURSE in her Warwick apartment 

at no charge. 
Fiercely independent, Harold 

still drives during the day -
though only within a limited 
radius of their home - and Skypes 
with their son. 

"God bless UFS and JERI] 
for helping their own Jewish old 
people," said Anita. "It's tough to 
be old." 

A DIVORCED WOMAN 

IN WARWICK 

Ellen Course, 63, doesn't fit 
anyone's stereotype of"someone in 
need." In fact, what most annoys 
Course, who grew up in the Smith 
Hill neighborhood of Providence, 
is something she hears some mem
bers of the Jewish community say: 
"Jewish people are immune from 
bad things happening [to them]." 

She and countless others are 

proof positive that we're not. 
Recently retired from a stress

ful and demanding position with 
a wholesale company, Course 
said, "I never expected to find 

"God b1ess [JFS and 
JERl] for he1ping 
their own Jewish 

o1d peop1e." 

myself in this situation. One life 
cycle change can change any
one's life; the whole -world can be 
upside down." 

Now living on Social Security 
- her pension kicks in when she 

turns 65 - she depends on food 
stamps and food from The Louis 
and Goldie Chester Full Plate 
Kosher Food Pantry (The Full 
Plate) to make ends meet. 

Surrounded by homey Hanuk
kah memorabilia in her cozy 
apartment, Course disclosed that 
she was the first client of the food 
pantry (later named The Full 
Plate) at its May 19, 2009 open
ing. 

After her 25-year marriage 
ended in divorce nine years ago, 
her situation went downhill. From 
selling her house post-divorce 
and buying and selling (before a 
foreclosure) her condominium to 
living with friends and renting an 
apartment in South Providence, 
Course finally found a one-bed
room apartment in a subsidized 
complex in Warwick. 

With an adult daughter in 
Connecticut (who helps when 
she can) and no local family with 
whom she's in contact, she volun
teers in Temple Am David's gift 
shop and on committees. Come 
January, as a JERI CHAVER 
(friendly visitor) program volun
teer, she will visit a nursing home 
resident. She also hopes to volun
teer at The Full Plate. Like her 
late parents Philip and Rebecca 
Woled - Jewish War Veterans 
Post 533 founders and volunteers 
- Course believes in giving back. 
"If you can't give money, give 
time." 

Open about her situation, she 
said people at Am David who 
know her situation have been 
wonderful; Susan Adler, Jewish 
Eldercare of Rhode Island direc
tor, has been "remarkable, a god
send." 

Her black-and-white cat 
Whiskers, volunteering with the 
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The Jewish Voice & Herald 
welcomes independent sales rep 

PROVIDENCE - The Jewish 
Voice & Herald is growing: It has 
retained Karen Borger as an inde
pendent sales representative to 
focus on automotive, banking and 
restaurant advertising customers. 

"We're delighted to welcome 
Karen to the team; her enthusi
asm and marketing expertise are 
great assets," said Nancy Kirsch, 
executive editor of The Jewish 
Voice & Herald. "Tricia Steady, 
advertising representative; Leah 
Camara, graphic designer; and I 
look forward to a richer and more 
dynamic paper, with the addi
tional advertisers we anticipate 
she will bring in." 

A native of York, Penn., Borger 
grew up with the synagogue and 
Jewish Community Center as the 
"center of her universe" and par
ents who taught her the impor
tance of connectivity, involvement 
and philanthropy within her 
Jewish community. 

wwwjvhri.org 

KAREN BORGER 

After graduating Ameri-
can University in Washington, 
D.C. with a degree in journal
ism, Borger launched her career 

in marketing communications at 
an aviation trade association in 
Washington, D.C. She worked 
at Fram Corporation for more 
than 20 years in event planning, 
national and trade advertising, 
sales promotion, public relations, 
direct marketing and customer 
communications. 

Borger, a board member and 
past chairman of the Commu
nications Committee of Temple 
Beth-El in Providence, has been 
involved in numerous nonprofit 
activities, including serving as 
director of marketing and sales for 
the Amos House "More Than A 
Meal" catering initiative, as well 
as other freelance marketing proj
ects. 

Please welcome Karen Borger 
to The Voice & Herald advertis
ing team. 

Contact her at k.sborger@gmail. 
com or 401-529-2538. 
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Jewish community and ushering 
at PPAC, and card games with 
neighbors in her complex keep 
her engaged. 

'Tm not fearful of the future," 
she said. 

FORMER BUSINESSWOMAN 

FACES CRISES 

A "triple threat" knocked "JM," 
a Cranston resident in her late 
40s, from her middle-class perch. 

"Since my divorce about six 
years ago, I've been left pretty 
much broke," she said in a tele
phone interview. 

The March 2010 flood in 
Rhode Island followed a dis
abling car accident in 1993 and 
divorce - hence the "triple threat" 
oflosses. 

"I lost everything in the flood," 
she said matter-of-factly. "I had 
to use money I inherited from my 
father to buy clothes and furni
ture." Because she is still work
ing, she requested anonymity for 
this story. 

In addition to serious neurolog
ical conditions, JM also has breast 
cancer. Paying for food, essential 
medication and rent is challeng
ing, given her limited income. 

JM relies on Social Security 
disability benefits and a small 
income she earns as a writer. 
With food from The Full Plate, 
she can afford - barely - to pur
chase medications. She scrounges 
spare change from sofa cushions 
or pants pockets so she can do her 
laundry. 

MEDICINE OR FOOD? 

During Rhode Island 's historic 
flood, JM reached out to Adler, 
a friend, for help. With five feet 
of water engulfing her apart
ment, JM was displaced for three 
months; it was then that she first 
accessed The Full Plate, which 
she still uses. JM loves gefilte fi sh 
- straight from the jar - and she 
appreciates that Adler sets some 
aside for her. 

When JM can't get to The Full 
Plate, Adler or a volunteer deliv
ers food. "I've been as self-suffi-

cient as I can be," said JM. "They 
don't make it feel like a handout. 
It's a hand up." 

She said that pride blocks 
people from requesting or accept
ing help; it's especially difficult 
for her to accept help, as she 
assisted and continues to assist 
nonprofit organizations with 
their fundraisers . Receiving help 
has changed her, she said. In the 
past, she might not have brought 
a donation to a community event, 
but now, "I always remember to 
bring something. Kindness was 
sent to me and I believe in payi ng 
it forward." 

A tough economy exacerbates 
situations for people like JM, who 
called The Full Plate "wonderful." 
Until she received help, she was 
not eating well; given her medi
cal issues, nutritious meals were 
essential. 

"You never know when one 
[donation] will make a big differ
ence - it did for me," said JM. For 
those in need, she advised, "Don't 
be afraid to ask." 

What providers know 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Service pro
viders know too well the chal
lenges of juggling limited dollars 
to pay for essential needs. 

Patty H arwood, LICSW, 
director of older adult resources at 
Jewish Family Service of Rhode 
Island CTFS), said that as people 
live to be older and fra iler, they 
may have more medical issues. 
With fewer family members 
nearby, a widespread inability to 
pay for assisted living resources 
and people wishing to stay in their 
homes, demand for home care ser
vices has grown. 

"In the past two to three years, 
we've seen an increase in the 
number of seniors who require 
in-home care," said H arwood. 
JFS has experienced "a marked 
increase in the number of clients 
who are low-income and receive 
state subsidized home care." A few 

years ago, about two-thirds of 
JFS clients were private payers 
(those with higher incomes), now, 
said Harwood, less than half of 
the clientele is private pay. 

In 2011, 
the Alli-
ance 's 
Annual 

--;--==-.:::--=--✓ C o m -

munity 
Campaign 
allocated 
$27,000 to 

JFS' Home Care Solutions, which 
provides home health aides to 
Harold and Anita Kerzner, ,among 
others, and $154,250 to Kosher 
Nutrition/Meals on Wheels (see 
"Those in need share their sto
ries"). 

A mid-December release from 
the Rhode Island Foundation 

PATTY HARWOOD /Nancy Kirsch 

indicates that nearly 15 percent 
of Rhode Islanders are "food 
insecure." It's no surprise, then 
that The Full Plate struggles to 
meet an ever-growing demand. 
Approximately 36 pounds of food 
are distributed to a recipient in any 
one visit to or from The Full Plate 
and, to date, more than 80 tons of 
food has been distributed to those 
in need. 

The demand's growth is expo
nential, according to data from 
Jewish Eldercare of Rhode Island 
Director Susan Adler. In June 
2009, one month after opening, 
the food pantry distributed 2,590 
pounds of food; in June 2010, 
5,565 pounds; and in June 2011, 
6,020 pounds. November 2011 is 
the most recent month for which 
the agency has numbers: Its dis
tribution of 6,912 pounds of food 
represented a 62 percent increase 

over November 2009's distribu
tion of 4,270 pounds. 

There were 192 visits in Novem
ber 2011 to or from The Full Plate; 
180 in November 2010 and 122 in 
November 2009. Some individu
als visit The Full Plate for food; 
others, who may be housebound, 
receive regular deliveries from vol
unteers. Statistics on food distri
bution and number of visits reflect 
both populations. 

In 2011, the Campaign distrib
uted $22,553 to The Full Plate. 

Contact Jewish Family Service of 
Rhode Island at 331-1244 or www. 
jfsri.org. Contact Jewish Seniors 
Agency of Rhode Island (which 
includes JERI and1he Full Plate) at 
351-4750 or wwwjsari.org. 

For more about the Alliance's 
Annual Community Campaign, call 
421-4111 or visit www.shalomri. 
org. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Jewish Voice ~Herald December 23, 2011 PAGE 9 

THE RHODE GUIDE 
YOUR SOURCE FOR RHODE ISLAND REAL ESTATE AND OTHER COOL THINGS 

RENTING JUST GOT EASIER 
The Rhode Guide is a boutique Providence Real Estate Company which does 
things differantty. We would love the opportunity to discuss your real estate needs. 
Please vistt our wabsita to learn more about us: www.TheRhodeGulde.com 
Our clients tell us they love working with us and we know you will too. 

~ 
Joshua Deaner 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
joshua@therhodaguide.com 

lm''$ COIMINlECT 
401 ■556■ 1116 

www. TheRhodeG u ide.com 

Who Says You Can't Have it All? 

THE Providence Country Day SCHOOL 

Opening doors and minds 
Inspiring lives of engaged citizenship 

Challenging students to stand out while fitting in 

Parents and students are invited to attend classes and 
experience PCD 's learning environment firsthand. 

OPEN CLASS DAY 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11 

9:00 am - 12:00 noon 

college prep I arts I athletics I summer programs 
grades 6-12 I co-ed 

660 Waterman Ave. • E. Providence, RI 02914 
401.438.5170 I www.providencecountryday.org 

Find us on 
Facebook 

\ 
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Friday 
Dec. 23 
Temple Sinai Hanukkah 
Service 

Annual Hanukkah service 
features music of Shireinu; 
pizza, salads and latkes. 

Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave ., 
Cranston 

6 p.m. 

$5/per person; $20/family 
maximum 

More info: 942-8350 

Saturday 
Dec. 24 
Melave Malke - Chabad 
Hanukkah Cafe 

Guest speaker is Rabbi Hillel 
"La ufer; latkes and cider. 

Cha bad House, 360 Hope St., 
Providence 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 273-7238 

Sunday 
Dec. 25 
Children's Gala Hanukkah 
Pizza Party 

Dreidel tournaments, arts and 
crafts. 

Cha bad House, 360 Hope St., 
Providence 

Noon 

More info: 273-7238 

Family Hanukkah party 
Light food and entertainment, 
latkes and gelt. 

Cha bad House of East Bay, 311 
Maple Ave., Barrington 

2p.m. 

More info: 247-4747 

Giant Menorah Lighting 
Light the giant menorah at the 
Barrington Town Hall. 

Barrington Town Hall, 283 
County Rd., Barrington 

3:30 p.m. 

More info: 247-4747 

Monday 
Dec. 26 
Olive Pressing Workshop 

Make olive oil at hands-on 
workshop. 

Tama risk Assisted Living, 3 
Shalom Dr., Warwick 

3:30 p.m. 

$8 

More info: Cha bad of West 
Bay at 884-7888 or www. 
rabbiwarwick.com 

Tuesday 
Dec. 27 
Family Movie Night 

Screening of "The Cat in the 
Hat," an adaptation of Dr. 
Seuss' book; film stars Kelly 
Preston, Alec Baldwin and Mike 
Myers, who plays the title role. 

Alliance JCC Social Hall, 401 
Elmgrove Ave ., Providence 

6 p.m. 

$5/per person; $20/family 
maximum 

More info: Debra Page at 270-
2197 or debra.l.page@a mpf.com 

Wednesday 
Dec. 28 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

Topic: "All About Hanukkah -
Lighting Up The World." 

JERI Director Susan Adler 
and Assistant Director Ethan 
Adler counsel seniors and their 
families; Ethan is also available 
for pastoral counseling. 

Sakonnet Bay Manor, 1215 Main 
Rd ., Tiverton 

10:30 - 11 :30 a.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621 -
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Tuesday 
Jan.3 
Weekly Interfaith Dialogue 
Series Opens 

Participants in Rabbi Peter 
Stein's adult education class, 
"This I Believe Interfaith 
Dialogue: Personal Values 
and Civic Ideals." Join Rhode 
Islanders of other faiths with 
guest Dr. Frederic Reamer, host 
of the RI NPR program. 

Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., 
Cranston 

7 - 9 p.m.; continuing Tuesdays 
Jan. 10, Jan. 17, Jan. 24, Jan. 31 
and Feb. 7 

More info: 942-8350 

Friday 
Jan.6 
Alan Rosenberg Guest 
Speaker at Shabbat Service 

Providence Journal Assistant 
Managing Editor Alan 
Rosenberg delivers the sermon: 
"My Hopes and Dreams for the 
Future." 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

7 p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi at 331 -
6070 or Rmassi@temple-bethel. 
org 

CALENDAR/COMMUNITY 
Saturday 
Jan.7 
A Jewish Renaissance 
in Poland: Then, Today, 
Tomorrow 

Marty Cooper, community 
relations director at the 
Alliance, discusses the current 
resurgence of Judaism in 
Poland. The evening includes a 
light dinner and dessert. 

Congregation Sha rah Zedek, 6 
Union Street, Westerly 

6- 9 p.m. 

$15/per person; $5/per student; 
reservations required 

More info: 315-2067 

Sunday 
Jan.8 
Torat Tots: To rat Yisrael Pre
School Program 

Introduction to Jewish tradition 
for 3½-to-4½-year-olds; one or 
two Sundays a month. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, Village 
Lower School, 2220 South 
County Trail, East Greenwich 

9- 11 a.m. 

$200/year for synagogue 
members; $275 for ,, 
nonmembers; 50 percent 
discount for second child 

More info: www.toratyisrae l. 
org, Rabbi Levin atty.rabbi@ 
gmail.com or Donna Tarutz at 
tarutz@toratyisrael.org 

Torat Yisrael's Sisterhood 
Book Review 

Discussion of "Sarah's Key" by 
Tatiana de Rosnay. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, Village 
Lower School, 2220 South 
County Trail, East Greenwich 

9:30 a.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Monday 
Jan.9 
Israeli Culture Through Film 

Experience Israeli culture and 
storytelling through the magic 
of cinema, and take part in a 
discussion after the film with 
Noa Prawer, greater Rhode 
Island's Jewish emissary from 
Israel. 

JCC at the Alliance, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

7 p.m. 

More info: Noa Prawer at 421 -
4111, ext. 121. 

wwwjvhri.org 

DR. JOSEPH FRIEDMAN DR. STANLEY ARONSON 

Dr. Stanley Aronson 
delivers keynote at R.I. 

Medical Society reception 
Troika of Jewish 

professionals writes 
'Medical Anthologies 

BY TOBY LONDON 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - The Rhode 
Island Medical Society (RIMS) 
kicked off its bicentennial cele
bration with an author reception · 
and exhibit of rare medical man
uscripts and artifacts at Brown 
University's John Hay Library 
on Dec.15. 

"Medical Odysseys," an 
anthology of essays by Dr. Stan
ley Aronson and Dr. Joseph 
Friedman, and edited by Mary 
Karr, is Aronson's fourth anthol
ogy and the first published by 
RIMS. Published in October, 
this limited edition 250-page 
illustrated book contains com
mentaries by Aronson and Fried
man along with a series of new 
historical essays written by Karr 
for RIMS' bicentennial. It offers 
a lively history of RIMS and its 
spirited physicians who sailed 
the seas as privateers, worked 
in the mills, founded hospitals 
and medical schools, and chal
lenged medical and ethical fron
tiers. It also contains chronicles 
of capers, crimes and contagions 
too far-fetched to be fiction. 

Approximately 50 people 
attended the event that featured 
a keynote address by Aronson, 
dean emeritus of Brown's medi
cal school and columnist for The 
Jewish Voice &Herald. 

In his introduction, Friedman, 
editor of Medicine & Health 
Rhode Island, the journal of 
RIMS, described Aronson as 
"a polymath - someone who 
knows a lot about everything." 
Friedman praised Aronson's 
"pioneering work" on Tay-

Sachs disease and recognized 
Aronson, the founding dean 
of Brown University's medical 
school, for writing more than 
1,000 columns in the Providence 
Journal. 

Aronson described the vari
ous roles RIMS has played in 
its 200-year history. In the 19th 
century, it distributed medical 
licenses, interviewed candidates 
and supervised the medical pro
fession. Before the establishment 
of the medical school at Brown 
University, RIMS was the sole 
source of continuing medical 
education in the state; during 
wartime it advised the armed 
forces as to which physicians 
were necessary to maintain stan
dards of care in Rhode Island. 

Newell Warde, executive 
director of RIMS, and Domi
nique Coulombe, interim direc
tor of special collections at the 
John Hay Library, described 
the 1987 gift by RIMS to 
Brown University of its 55,000 
-volume collection of books, 
medical papers and histori
cally significant antique medi
cal instruments, many of which 
comprise the items in the cur
rent exhibit which runs through 
Jan. 23, 2012. Ward credited Dr. 
Herbert Rakatansky, a former 
RIMS president, for spearhead
ing the gift, which includes 
a 1501 manuscript Historia 
Naturale by Pliny. Coulombe 
said that students and faculty 
in many departments, including 
history, art and architecture and 
medicine use the collection. 

Aronson was editor of Medi
cine & Health Rhode Island 
from 1990 to 1999. 

Toby London chairs 1he Jewish 
Voice & Herald's editorial board. 
Contact her at myraparker@aol. 
com. 

Calendar Submissions 
Please note: Our next issue of The Voice & Herald will be published 

Jan. 6, 2012. Please send calendar items for that issue by Dec. 28. Calendar 
items for the Jan. 20 issue are due by Jan. 11. 

Send all calendar items to nkirsch@shalomri.org with the subject line 
of"CALENDAR." 



--~~----------~~-------~~-~:=-=~=-

COMMUNITY Jewish Voice ~ Herald December 23, 2011 PAGE 11 

AsKKrr 

The etiquette of Jewish mourning 
The cycle of life 

inevitably brings grief 

BY KIT HASPEL 

khaspel@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - I recently was 
asked this question: "Recently a 
Jewish colleague of mine lost h.is 
wife. I missed the funeral because it 
happened so quickly, but I was told 
I could make a sh.ivah call. What 
exactly is th.is, and what would be 
expected of me?" 

I'm so glad you asked that ques
tion. When it comes to death and 
dying we tend to avoid the subject, 
and when it comes to observing the 
traditions of a religion in wh.ich we 
weren't raised, it's easy to feel par

After the funeral, the atten
tion turns to the mourners, and 
traditionally proceeds on an easy
to-remember schedule: a week, a 
month and a year. The first and 
most intense part is sh.ivah, wh.ich 
means seven. Sh.ivah begins as soon 
as the family returns home from the 
cemetery and continues for seven 
days. During th.is time traditional 
Jews do not leave the house. Some 
may sit on low stools, cover their 
mirrors and not shave. In more lib
eral households, the customs will 
vary, and some will "sit sh.ivah" for 
fewer than the traditional seven 
days. It is considered a mitzvah 
(both a commandment and a good 
deed) to comfort mourners. Thus 
it is important for members of the 

munity to visit 
ticularly stumped. 
It might help to 
remember that 
these questions are 

N'1aurice Lamm 
a sh.ivah home. 

tough even for those 
of us who were raised 
as Jews. 

We all tend to 
th.ink that our way is 
the only way. I know 

lhe 
}ewishWaY 
in Death 
and 
Mourning 

is left 
open so that I have often felt that 

the Jewish custom of 
having the funeral as 
quickly as possible, and 
then observing a week 
of sh.ivah, during wh.ich 
we sit home as others 

~-.·. , .. , . . -_, .. 

to 
visitors, 
and the 
commu
nity usu-come to comfort us, is 

one thing that Judaism 
absolutely gets right. 

I will never forget the lesson I 
learned from a Catholic woman 
who lost her Jewish husband when 
he was a relatively young man. Fol
lowing h.is wishes, everyth.ing was 
done the "Jewish way." After the 
funeral, the widow, who was used 
to a wake with an open casket 
before the funeral, was left feeling 
she hadn't had time to say good
bye. There is clearly more than one 
"right" tradition. 

But we're here talking about the 
Jewish tradition. So now for the 
nuts and bolts: Because humans 
are made in the image of God, our 
bodies are to be treated with respect. 
Jewish law interprets this to mean 
there is to be no embalming. Thus, 
the custom is to have the funeral as 
quickly as possible. This can lead to 
a whirlwind of activity as soon as a 
loved one dies. Except in unusual 
circumstances, Jewish funerals are 
held within 24 or 48 hours after the 
person has died ( though funerals 
are not held on Shabbat). 

The days leading up to the 
funeral are all about honoring the 
deceased. Traditionally, someone 
is in the same room as the deceased 
person's body at all times until 
burial, and the funeral is a time for 
remembering the deceased. Caskets 
are closed, in part because there is 
no embalming, but also because an 
open casket violates the modesty of 
those who have died - with open 
caskets, we could look at them, but 
they couldn't look back at us. 

. ,-• .,, t,,.,odn,.,· 

ally supplies food to see to 
it that the family is cared for during 
this time. 

Often the obituary will list "call
ing hours" so that people know 
when to visit. If no hours are listed, 
you may visit at any time, keeping 
in mind to try not to disturb the 
family at mealtimes. And what is 
expected of you? You may want to 
bring food; if you know someone 
close to the family you can check 
to see if someone is coordinating 
this effort. If no one is or you don't 
know, try to bring someth.ing easily 
frozen, or something that can be 
easily served to the visitors pass
ing in and out (be sure to check 
if the food needs to be kosher, or 
err on the side of bringing kosher 
food). There is no need to try to 
distract the mourners. The period 
of sh.ivah is a time to grieve and to 
remember the lost loved one. You 
can share your memories, or ask 
others to share theirs. At the end 
of shivah, some families will take a 
walk around the block to mark the 
transition from this time of intense 
mourning and withdrawal from the 
world to the less intense but still 
serious period immediately follow
ing called shloshim. 

Meaning 30, shloshim is also 
counted from the day of the burial. 
During this time, mourners return 
to work, but more traditionally
observant Jews will refrain from 
some normal pleasures, such as 
attending events where a festive 
meal will be served or getting mar
ried. These customs are tradition-

Don't ignore children's distress, discomfort 
KINGSTON - Grief and loss 
don't take a holiday; unfortu
nately, ch.ildren's grief is often 
overlooked, said Carolyn Hames, 
associate professor of nursing at 
the University of Rhode Island 
(URI), in a press statement. 

Wh.ile people typically offer 
advice or solace to adults in grief, 
they may be uncomfortable talk
ing to children experiencing a 
loss. 

"It's the elephant in the room," 
said Hames, who focuses on grief 
and loss in children and adoles
cents. "Adults want to protect 
ch.ildren and not expose them 
to painful events. It's the single 
biggest error - we disenfranch.ise 
ch.ildren. Kids learn their fam
ily's cultural norms for grief and 
mourning by observing adults. 
Adults are their role models; 
when they don't talk about the 
loss it compounds the ch.ildren's 
belief that things must be really 
bad. So bad, that it is unmention
able; that wh.ich is unmentionable 
is unmanageable. Death becomes 
frightening to them and they 
don't ask questions." 

One out of five American chil
dren will lose a parent to death 
by the time they graduate h.igh 
school, and any more experience 
other significant losses. "It is pos-

ally continued for a year in the case 
of someone who has lost a parent. 

All these rules aside, the most 
important element to keep in mind 
is the human one. As with someone 
of any religion, any sincere gesture of 
caring or support will be appreciated 
by a mourner. It is immeasurably 
helpful to feel the embrace of the 
community around you. 

Kit Haspel is coordinator of 1he 
Mothers Circle, a free program spon
sored by the Jewish Outreach Institute 
and coordinated locally by the Alliance. 
For more about 1he Mothers Circle or 
any interfaith family issues, contact her 
at 421-4111, ext. 184 or khaspel@sha
lomri.org. 

Resources for 
further information: 

• "The Jewish Way in Death 
and Mourning," written by 
Maurice Lamm and published 
by Jonathan David Publishers, 
2000, ISBN 0-8246-0422-9. 

• "The Perfect Strangers 
Guide to Funeral and Grieving 
Practices," edited by Stuart 
Matlins and published by 
Skylight Paths Publish.ing 
in 2000 and 2005, ISBN 
1-893361-20-9. 

• www.interfaithfamily.com 
• www.uscj.org 
• www.myjewlishlearning. 

com 

wwwjvhri.org 

sible that a signilicant amount of 
h.igh risk behavior, school fail
ures and juvenile delinquency are 
triggered by childhood and teen 
losses that are not recognized or 
grief that is not supported," said 
Hames. 

"Ch.ildren understand death, 
loss and grief only to the extent 
of their capacity at a given point 
in time," said Hames. "As they 
mature, they reprocess the loss 
with expanded insight and under
standing. So, in effect, they 
re-grieve." She identified four cat
egories: 

• Toddlers are egocentric: 
"Daddy died so who will read my 
book?" 

• Pre-schoolers begin to feel 
empathy and guilt: "Mommy died 
because I didn't eat my peas." 

• Elementary school students 
understand permanence and 
begin to face emerging fears and 
curiosity: "A bad thing has hap
pened to my family so I need to 
be tough." 

• Teenagers wonder, "Who am 
I?" They don't want to be differ
ent and will pretend so that things 
appear normal: "I'm fine . I don't 
need any help." 

Although there is very little 
literature on it, Hames believes 
that babies grieve. "If they are 
old enough to attach, they are old 
enough to grieve." 

F'vNERAL5 
Should adults bring children 

to funerals? "If the child is old 
enough to go on a family picnic, 
the child is old enough to attend 
a family funeral," said Hames. 
"However, the ch.ild needs to be 
prepared. If a child is going out on 
Halloween night for the first time, 
adults typically explain what will 
happen and what to expect. The 
same should be true for funeral 
rituals. After the explanation of 
what will happen, I firmly believe 
that a child should be given a 
choice whether or not to attend. 

"So many teachable moments 
get lost when there's no discus
sion. I know an 11-year-old child 
whose dad died. The funeral 
involved a lot of stories and laugh
ter about the deceased. Misunder
standing the cultural ritual, the 
ch.ild grew angry, mad that people 
were making fun of h.is dad." 

So what do you say to a ch.ild 
who has lost a loved one? "Have 
the guts to mention the deceased," 
said Hames. "That gives the ch.ild 
permission to talk, lets them 
know you are willing to have 
a conversation, and honors the 
memory of the loved one. The 
best way to start the conversation 
is to share a memory. One of the 
things children fear most is that 
they - and others - will forget 
their loved one." 

fh;s I BeJ;eve 
Interfaith Dialogue: 
Personal Values & 
Civic Ideals 

Join together at Temple Sinai with Jewish, 
Catholic, Protestant and Muslim Rhode 
Islanders to 1€arn from one another. 
Share your own thoughts and learn from 
one another about what we believe. 

Four-week program begins on 
Tuesday, January 3rd from 7 to 9 pm 
featuring Dr. Frederic Reamer, 
host ofThis I Bel ieve Rhode Island 
WRNI, Rhode Island's National Public Radio station 

The Men of Reform Judaism (MRJ) Congregational Interfaith Mini-Grant 
Program is made possible by funding of the Jewish Chautauqua Society, MRJ's 

interfaith education project. 
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One man. One idea. One prize. 

Professor Da11 Shechtma11 accepts 1/te 201 I Nobel Prize in Cltemistry. 

For years, against harsh criticism and the weight 
of conventional wisdom, Technion Professor 
Dan Shechtman stood firm in his belief in 
quasicrystals. Today he stands with royalty. 

The American Technion Society proudly stands with him. We have 

helped to sustain Professor Shechtman's imaginative research, and we 

pledge to continue to support Israel's leading science and technology 

university for the benefit of Israel and the world. 

Technion: The Imagination of Israel. 

~ \1 American 
Technion 

Society 
Providi111,: critical ,wpport to the Teclmion-/,\Tael /11stirnte ofTecluwloRY· 

One Gateway Center, Suite 515, Newton. MA 02459 
To join us call : (6 17) 964-0048 
Visit u, atwww.at,.org/ Email us at lechnion .ho,@ats.org. 

COMMUNITY 

Tamarisk residents welcome 
Cranston high school students 

STUDENTS OF CRANSTON High 
School West performed several Broad
way musical selections for residents of 

The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk Assisted 
Living in Warwick in mid-O ctober. 

Marilyn Smith of Shalom Memorial 
Chapel hosted the "Mi-dor la-dor v'hazarah 
/a-rishon" ("From generation to generation 
and back again to the beginning") program. 

Helene and Bertram Bernhardt 
Foundation seeks grantees 

PROVIDENCE - Organizations seeking 
grants are invited to submit applications 
before Jan. 10, 2012 to the Helene and 
Bertram Bernhardt Foundation (the Foun
dation). The Foundation prefers to make 
donations- to Jewish charities in Rhode 
Island and those charities supported by the 
Bernhardts during their lifetime. 

Jewish Seniors Agency, Jewish Commu
nity Day School, Camp JORI, the Jewish 

Alliance of Greater Rhode Island, Jewish 
Family Service and Rhode Island Jewish 
Committee on Scouting are among the agen
cies with a Jewish focus that have received 
recent funding from the Foundation. 

Organizations that are 501(c)(3) entities may 
contact Melvin L. Zurier, Esq., secretary of the 
Foundation, at 123 Dyer St. #2, Providence, 
RI 02903, to obtain guidelines and application 
forms. 

The younger generation sings at the 
David Grover Hanukkah concert at Temple Beth-El on Sunday, Dec. 11 . 

wwwjvhri.org 
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TORAH has always been the big idea 
From Page 1 

unprecedented rate of intermar
riage. It launched 1,000 ships of 
Jewish identity efforts in the ser
vice of ensuring Jewish continuity. 
In our current language every
thing is in service of Jewish iden
tity. Birthright strengthens Jewish 
identity. Day schools strengthen 
Jewish identity. Summer camps 
strengthenJewish identity. 

Our theory is: Strengthen Jewish 
identity, and Judaism will continue. 
But here's the problem: In our zeal 
to ensure the Jewish future, we 
forgot to articulate why it matters 
for Judaism to continue. 

Abraham Joshua Heschel already 
recognized this in 1965: "The sig
nificance of Judaism does not lie in 
its being conducive to the mere sur
vival of a particular people, but 
rather in its being a source of spiri
tual wealth, a source of meaning 
relevant to all peoples." 

Jews were not placed on this earth 
to survive. Jews were placed on this 
earth to embody and to model the 
quest for "spiritual wealth" and 
"meaning." 

Jews, like all people, are search
ing for meaning, substance and 
connection. The more we are inun
dated with emails, status updates 
and tweets, the more we want to go 
deeper. 

Judaism, at its core, is a response 
to that yearning, an answer to 
that call. What are we "continu
ing" with our calls for "continu
ity"? Why does Judaism need a 
future? Because Judaism offers a 
system, a covenantal language, a 
heritage and tradition that responds 
to the human need for mean
ing, substance and connection. It 
is our system, our language, our 
heritage; it is relevant, and that is 
the reason that we need a Jewish 
future. 

We Jews have a word for the 
pathway to meaning, substance and 
connection: Torah. I don't just mean 
the five books of Moses. I mean the 
sum total of Jewish sources and 
texts - the wisdom stored up in our 
textual heritage. 

So often we sideline Torah in Not everyone is going to be a 
the culture of the organized Jewish textual scholar, and there should 
community. It take& the form of a be many ways into Judaism. But as 
pithy quote at the top of a website; a my colleague Rabbi Shai Held has 
glazed d 'var Torah at the beginning often said: ''A Judaism and a Jewish 
of a board meeting. It's what we pay community without Torah at its 
lip service to before we really get center isn't going to survive, nor is it 
down to business. But real Torah clear to me why it should." 
is so much deeper. It gives us a Ian- Our task today is two-fold. We 
guage for clarifying our own life's have to abandon the old paradigm 
mission, and an entryway to express of Jewish continuity as an end in 
our deepest values. itself. Continuity must be in the 

Every week I study Torah over service of Torah; survival must be 
the phone with my dad (Rabbi in service of the deep, search for 
Emeritus Alvan Kaunfer ofTemple meaning and substance. When we 
Emanu-El), and have done so for are able to articulate why Judaism 
the past 15 years. He once spoke matters, why it is critical for us to 
about our hav ruta - our study have a future, then continuity will 
relationship - for a radio show be the obvious result. In the 21st 
in Rhode Island: "When I discuss 
a text with my son, I always ask 
questions to which I do not know 
the answer. What comes out of 
these dialogues is a set of novel and 
exciting ideas that never occurred to 
me. But my son and I do more than 
connect with the texts and their 
moral gems; we also connect with 
each other." 

Torah has the power to push us to 
ask bold questions and to transform 
our relationships. 

So who is Torah for? Is the search 
for meaning and content reserved 
for a few motivated Jews? Is it stuck 
up in the heavens where no one can 
reach it? Or across the sea where no 
one can find it? 

There is a radical teaching in 
Jewish tradition about the moment 
of revelation at Mt. Sinai that 
addresses that question: 'When 
God spoke the word, God's voice 
split into seven voices, which in 
turn split into the 70 languages of 
the world, so that everyone could 
understand." 

Torah has something to say 

century, Jews are not inspired to 
survive just to survive. But we can 
be inspired to engage in the deepest 
questions of meaning and existence 
and do that through the wisdom of 
our heritage. 

Second, we have to make Torah 
accessible to all. We have to stop 
imagining Torah as only for the 
clergy and the elite. We have to stop 
telling ourselves: I do social justice, 
other people do Torah. We would 
never limit the pursuit of social jus
tice, or charity, or service, to a few 
elite. Why do that with Torah? We 
suffer and Torah suffers when we 
short-sell its relevance. 

We often have trouble articulat-
ing why Judaism matters, and we 
start casting about for the "next big 
idea."Torah always has been the big 
idea. Let's bring it back to its place 
of glory, and in so doing, remind 
ourselves why we care so much 
about our Jewish future. 

/ Gal Ben•Ami 

GAL BEN-AMI, right, and his fiancee Hadar on vacation 

Former Israeli emissary engaged 
HAIFA - Gal Ben-Ami, an 
Israeli emissary to Rhode Island 
in 2001-02, let The Jewish Voice 
& Herald know what he's up 
to now. He wrote, " I am in my 
last year of a bachelor's degree 
in software engineering at the 
Technion Haifa. I also work part 
time in software development at 
Alcatel-Lucent, an international 
company in Haifa. 

"Since I finished the year in 
Rhode Island I served three 

years in the army in an infantry 
unit, as a team leader and a pla
toon sergeant. 

"After the army, I traveled for 
a couple of months with Hadar, 
who is now my fiancee, to Thai
land and then I started studying 
in the Technion. We just got 
engaged [recently]; we are very 
excited. 

"I miss the people of Rhode 
Island, it is a very special com
munity." 

to everyone. Not just kids. Not just 
day school graduates. Not just syn
agogue-goers. Not just rabbis. Not 

Chace Ruttenberg & Freedman, LLP 
even just Jews! 

It is a basic human need to Attorneys at Law 
yearn for meaning and substance, 
and that yearning doesn't exclude 
anyone. Our real birthright, our 
real morasha, is Torah. 

www.BonnieSellsHouseS.com Congratulations to 
our partner 

#1 Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage Agent in 

RI for 2006, 2008, 2009 and 2010 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 

CR&F 

Robert D. Fine 
on his recognition as a Lawyer of the Year 

by Rhode Island Lawyers Weekly 

One Park Row · Suite 300 
Providence • Rhode Island • 02903 

Tel. 401.453.6400 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Eating tropically in the winter 
It 's possible, even in 

New England 

BY GEORGINA SARPONC 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

IT IS, INDEED, possible 
to be tropical in the winter 
season. Having fresh, bright 
flavors during the coldest 

time of the year keeps a very posi
tive momentum throughout the 
cold, dark days of winter. 

Many people assume that tropi
cal produce is not available to us in 
New England during the winter, 
but they are wrong. Before I real
ized these ingredients were read
ily accessible and fresh, I would 
limit my purchases to canned 
goods (pineapple, mango juice, 
etc.) to find what I need. 

WHEN ARE THESE PRODUCE 

CHOICES AVA ILABLE? 

November, December and Jan
uary are the months when most 
exotic fruits and vegetables begin 
or end their growing seasons, so 
it's possible to find them at many 
supermarkets and farmers' mar
kets. (Pawtucket has a wintertime 
farmers' market on Wednesday 
afternoons and Saturday morn
ings, for example!) 

W hen I think of exotic pro
duce, I think of pineapple, Brazil
ian mango, papayas and plantains, 
among others. For a complete list 
and more recipes, you can visit my 
blog at www.chefgfood.blogspot. 
com and look for recipes under 
the "Easy Recipes" tab. 

H ere are some recipes, which 
are quick and easy, that you may 
want to try. 

Mango fettuccine 

Ingredients 

2 mangoes (slightly under-ripe), 
peeled and diced 

1 stick butter or margarine 
2 tablespoons garlic, minced 
2 shallots, diced, or 1/2 red 

onion, diced 
112-ounce package fettuccine 
1/4 cup white wine 
1 teaspoon olive oil or olive oil 

substitute 
1 tablespoon fresh parsley, 

chopped 
1/8 teaspoon salt or to taste 
black pepper, optional 
Tip: Place onion or shallots in 

refrigerator for at least 15 minutes 

CHEF lLAN BARNIV 

Will cook your meals for the ,,eek 

Made from 

Scratch 

Fresh and 

Healthy 

WWW.CHEFIB.COM 
Tel.401-272-2170 

or more to cool the juice to reduce 
the chance of crying. 

Method 

Melt butter in saute pan over 
low-to-medium heat. 

Saute shallots or onions and 
garlic; when softened, add diced 
mango. 

Let mangoes cook down for 
about 5 minutes, then add wine, 
salt and pepper. 

Stir and let the sauce slightly 
reduce for about 3 minutes; taste 
and adjust seasonings, as needed. 

Meanwhile, cook pasta accord
ing to package directions. 

W hen pasta is cooked al dente, 
place in colander and rinse with 
cold water. Drizzle and toss the 
pasta with oil and set aside to 
cool. 

Add the pasta, the reduced 
sauce and parsley and toss together 
in pasta pot over low heat. 

Place pasta dish in serving dish 
and serve. 

Makes 5 servings. 
Suggestion: For an even more 

delicious entree, add diced 
chicken breast that has been 
baked or fried. 

"Having fresh , 
bright flavors 

keeps a positive 
momentum 

throughout winter." 

Plantains Foster 
Plantains, very similar to 

bananas, generally grow in humid 
areas such as Africa, Caribbean 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

51·00 OFF ,/A · ...... 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621 -3618 01 621-9190 
JV 

wwwjvhri.org 

FOOD 

Islands and Central and South 
America. Although many people 
see them as a savory ingredient, 
they are delicious in this recipe -
a modification of Bananas Foster. 

Ingredients 

1/4 cup butter 
2/3 cup dark brown sugar 
3-and-1/2 tablespoons rum 
1-and-1/2 teaspoons vanilla 

extract 
1/2 tablespoon orange zest 

(optional) 
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
3 sweet plantains (blackish

skinned and bruised looking 
plantains are the ripest, and the 
ones you want), peeled and sliced 
crosswise and on an angle 

1/4 cup coarsely chopped wal
nuts (optional) 

1 pint vanilla ice cream 

Method 

In a large, deep skillet over 
medium heat, melt butter. Stir 
in sugar, rum, vanilla and cinna
mon. 

As mixture begins to bubble, 
add plantains and walnuts to pan. 

Cook until bananas are hot, 1 
to 2 minutes. Serve at once over 
vanilla ice cream. 

Serves 3. 

Chef G's fast, healthy salad fix 

Salad Ing redients 

3 bunches or two bags of whole 
romaine lettuce, washed and 
chopped 

2 tomatoes, diced 
2-ounce bag carrots, shredded 
1 package (of 4 pieces) thin beef 
1 whole cucumber 
2 ounces shredded cheese 

(Mexican blend) 
raisins, optional 
2 tablespoons canola, vegetable 

or peanut oil 

Dressing Ingredients 

1/2 cup vinegar 
1 teaspoon honey 

WARMTH, Page 15 

Happy Hanukkah· 

from 

Andrew & Sandy 
401 .524 .5928 

Jewish cooking 
with a distinctive flair 

sandy@localherocatering.com 
www. localherocaterin .com 

,. 



FOOD 

Sufganiyot 
from Israel 

NOA PRAWER, our 
Israeli emissary, shared 
this recipe for Israeli 
sujganiyot (doughnuts), 

a traditional treat during Hanuk
kah. 

Ingred ients 

2-and-1/2 cups of self-rising 
flour 

1/2 cup sugar 
1 tablespoon baking powder 
1 tablespoon vanilla extract 
2 eggs 
5 tablespoons sour cream 
2 cups vegetable oil 

'The real deal' 
Method 

Mix up all the ingredients except 
the vegetable oil until you get a 
smooth batter (but not too liquid). 

Heat the oil in a large pot over 
medium heat. 

When the oil is hot, 
take a spoon
ful of batter 
and, using 
a second 
spoon, push 
the batter 
down into the 
pot of oil. 

The batter 
will rise up 
and start to 
puff and turn 
brown. 

If the doughnut turns brown too 
quickly, lower the temperature. 

You want the doughnut to turn 
light brown on both sides before 
taking it out. Repeat with remain
ing batter. 

Once you remove the 
doughnut from the hot oil, 

take a baster filled with 
jelly or melted chocolate 
and fill the inside of the 
doughnut. 

Dust the powdered 
sugar on top of dougnuts 
and eat! 

Th is recipe makes 40 
m ini-sr1,ganryot. 
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WARMTH of tropical flavors is enticing, especially 
during cold weather 

From Page 14 

1 teaspoon or to taste hot chili 
sauce 

1/2 cup olive, canola or vegeta
ble oil 

2 pinches dried parsley 
pinch each salt and pepper, 

optional 

Dressing Method 

Mix all dressing ingredients, 
except the oil. Whisk until com
bined, slowly adding the oil as you 
whisk. Continue until the mixture 
is emulsified. Refrigerate until 
ready to use. 

Salad Method 

Wash lettuce and slice through 
core and chop, or buy pre-chopped 
romaine and rinse slightly. 

Rinse the tomatoes and cucum
ber. Slice cucumber into half
moon slices and dice tomatoes; 
place in separate bowls. 

Take thin pieces of beef and slice 
into thin strips, rinse, combine all 
seasonings and rub seasoning mix 
into beef, then set aside. 

Heat oil in skillet on low to 
medium heat. When oil is hot, 
place sliced seasoned beef in pan 
and fry for about 5 minutes or 
until brown with a hint of pink. 
(I recommend cooking beef to 
medium-done.) 

Remove cooked meat fro m oil 
and set aside. Combine tomatoes, 
cucumbers and cheese into one 
bowl. Add beef and drizzle dress
ing, and then toss all together. 
(You can save a few pieces of 
cucumbers, carrots and beef if you 
choose to plate and use for gar
nish.) 

Serve immediately. 
Serves 4. 

Chef G, Georgina Sarpong, cooks 
for the children of the Alliance's Early 
Childhood Center. A graduate of 
Johnson & Wales University, she is 
also a private chef Contact her at 
sarpongg@gmail.com. 

"Over the hill and to the river" 
100 Ma in Slrcct at T he Apex Building 

Pawtucket, RI 02860 
Resen·alions: (401 ) 722-215 1 • FAX: (401 ) 722-2014 

Email: info@crestabar.com • www.crcstabar.com 

Lunch : 11 :00am - 5:00pm 7 Days 
Dinner: 5:00pm - 10:00pm 7 Days 
Breakfast/Brunch: Sunday 7:00am - 2:00pm 

Gift Certificates Available • Calering 
Call for reservations or Holiday Parties 

Book for New Years Eve 

Community Relations Council 
Speaker Series 

Welcome to the 

Rue De L'Espoir 
Family of Restaurants at 

Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 

Jewish Alliance 
O F G RFATE R RH ODE I SLA ND 

1 oge the r~ we on· s tronge r. 

January 1 2, 201 2 at 5:30pm 
Meet Jeffrey Savit 

President/CEO 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 

• A Reflection on his first six 
months at the Alliance 

• Learn more about his trip to 
Moscow this past Summer 

Savit, a lawyer and social worker, has extens ive 
leadership experience in the Jewish communal 
world. He has served on the boards of several 
Boston-area nonprofits including the Jewish Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Boston where he 
is c hair of the endowment board and was past 
president, and the Jewish Community Centers of 
Greater Boston where he was the chair. 

For more information : 
mcooper@shalomri.org 

www.shalomri.org 
401.421.4111 

wwwjvhri.org 

Community 
C ~:.I Relations 

,,, Council 
J.with Alll• nc•of 

C.--ter Rhode ltlaricl 

95 South Street 
Providence, RI 02903 

t. 401-490-9966 / f. 410·490-9955 
open mon-frL 7:30-3:30 
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JASON and SANDRA NEUSTADTER SARA PIMENTAL and MEREDITH SINEL 

Vodka, latkes and more ... 
PROVIDENCE - O n the eve- 50 community members gathered 
ning of Thursday, Nov. 15, nearly at the State Ultra Lounge for the 

Alliance's annual Vodka & Larke 
H anukkah celebration. 

ring in our community. Wendy 
Joering, community concierge, 
spoke of opportunities to volunteer 
with Meals on W heels, Shalom 
Family and The PJ Library pro
grams. Marty Cooper, director of 
the Community Relations Coun
cil (CRC), spoke of opportun i
ties for advocacy in Rhode Island, 
including a Jan. 4 Poverty Vigil at 
the Statehouse, the Taste oflsrael 
weekend scheduled for Jan. 21-22 
at the Alliance; and the CRC 
Spring Poverty Bus Tour, which 
is currently in the planning stages. 

Participants also learned about 
plans for a proposed Rhode Island 
H olocaust Memorial. Volunteers 
are needed for any and all of these 
initiatives. www.crestabar.com 

at the Apex Building, 100 Main St., Pawtucket, RI 

The group of men and women 
from the 'NextGen' cohort con
vened for good company, libations, 
and, of course, tasty gourmet 
potato latkes. Richard Licht, chair 
of the Alliance board, and Jeffrey 
Savit, president and chief execu
tive offi cer of the Alliance, hosted 
the event, which several board and 
staff members attended. 

Our younger community members 
- those in their 20s, ]Os and 40s -
participated in this event. Jfyou, too, 
are interested in becoming involved in 
our N extGen planning sessions and/ 
or events, or in any volunteer initia
tives, contact Rabbi Michael Wein
stein at the Alliance at 421-4111. 

Brought to you by: 

FISH FRIDAYS AT 
CRESTA 

"Fish is good/or y ou ... !111 
unless y ou 're a.fish." 

401-722-2151 

.. ~~ 

~V~_@j~ ~ 
Conw latc Gcr,,."Tl!II onmtel 

10 New I nglomd 

Participants were greeted and 
informed of several volunteer 
social justice opportunities occur-

Taste of Israel 
Saturday, January 21 I 7 :00-1 0:00pm 

An entertaining evening for adults & families. 
Come experience all things Israel! 

Food I Arts & Crafts I Tourism & Culture 
Enjoy Israeli food, a wine tasting featuring 
Israeli wines, live Israeli music and a photo 
contest featuring photographs of Israel 
taken by Rhode Islanders! 

Bonus! Israeli Shorts screening
watch short films from Israel! 

Visit www.shalomri.org for more 
information! 

Israel Travel Fair 
Sunday, January 22 I 11 :30am-1 :30pm 

For Jewish teens & young adults ages 15-25 

• "Shop" for and compare educational 
travel experiences offered in Israel 
by a variety of organizations 

• Explore financial aid opportunities 
• Meet face-to-face with travel experts 

to discuss your questions 
Snack on complimentary pizza and 
falafel 

Events will be held at the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
401 Elmgrove Avenue, Providence. 
For more information contact Larry Katz at lkatz@shalomri.org, 
or Marty Cooper at mcooper@shalomri.org, or call 401.421.4111 . 
RSVP at www.tasteofisraelri.eventbrite.com. 

The Jewish Voice & H e rald 

wwwjvhri.org 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

7 



COMMUNITY 

/ Lau r i Lee 
JODD SHEER, a Jewish Community Day School of Rhode Island 

student, appears enchanted by the Hanukkah candles. 

/ Nancy Kir sch 

BETTY HASSE, left, and ROSE MAYER at the Alliance's drop-in 
Creativity Center for Hanukkah happenings, Sunday, Dec. 1B. 

Happy Hanukkah! 

SOMERSET 
(Closer than you think - only 15 minutes from Providence) 

The Jagolinzer Family 
Quality Automobiles for 3 Generations 

195 East • Exit 4, MA 
somersetautogroup.com 

800-49S-S337 Jeep 
===~~/ FREE pick-up 
9 •-- and delivery available SUBARU. 
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Alliance JCC Early Childhood Center 
is now accepting enrollment for the 2012 school year! 

Our nurturing and loving staff will help your child GROW towards 
independence and maturity. With a blend of caring warmth, 

interaction and education, our children begin to joyfully CONNECT 
with each other and the community. Our Early Childhood Center 

is a place for your c hild to LEARN as well as imagine. 

Give your child a strong foundation steeped in Jewish tradition . 

For more informa tion or to schedule a visit, contact 
Nicole Katzman, Early Childhood Center Co-Director 
at 401.421.4111 ext. 180, or nkatzman@shalomri.org . 

Grow. Connect. Learn. 

' Mutual Engineering · 
Service Co. 

A DIVISION Of IHE PETRO GROUP 

Want Comtortil The Feeling is "Mutual!" 
• Heating • Air Conditioning • Heat Pumps • Roof Top Systems • 

Keeping vou comfortable since 19~! 
We Provide Complete Gas Heating and Heat Pump 
Service and Installation - Residential • Commercial 

~ISA A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, 
INSTALLATION & SERVICE COMPANY 

Call David Epstein at 401-351-3900 

GUIDE BEFORE GOOGLE! 
2012 GUIDE TO JEWISH LIVING - YOUR JEWISH COMMUNITY CONNECTION 

wwwjvhri.org 



PAGE 18 Jewish Voice <\_,Herald December 23, 2011 

HELP SUPPORT dwomen 
gmenan the youn defend the of Israel who d 

· hhomelan JeWlS 

WWW.FIDF.ORG 
617 .559 .3600 

NATION 

/ Simone Lindenbaum 

RACH~l SALLOWAY and STEVE SHERMAN weed late-season spinach in 
a passive-solar greenhouse at the ADAMAH farm in Falls Village, Conn. 

Jewish farm program deepens 
connections to spirituality 

ADAMAH fellowship for 
former Barrington-ites 

BY RACHEL P. SALLOWAY 

AND STEPHEN A. SHERMAN 

Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

IT IS HOSHANA Rabbah, one of those 
minor Jewish holidays that sound like 
something one's bubbie might say under 
her breath to ward off the "evil eye." 

We are standing with 13 other young Jews 
in what was once a bed of leeks. As members 
of the Fall 2011 ADAMAH Fellowship, we 
have been milking goats, weeding radishes 
and studying Torah together at the oldest 
Jewish educational farm in North America. 
Neither of us observed Hoshana Rabbah 
when we were growing up in Barrington, 
but we are now about to learn what the holi· 
day signifies. 

Shamu Sadeh, program director of 
ADAM AH (Hebrew for "soil" or "ground"), 
and Sarah Chandler, associate director, 
explain that our ancestors in ancient Pal· 
estine used to beat willow branches on the 
ground to ceremonially bring the rains to 
Canaan at the end of the Sukkot harvest fes
tival. We, on the other hand, don't want rains 
this time of year at the ADAMAH farm in 
Falls Village, Conn., as heavy rains this late 
in the season erode the soil. 

Instead, Chandler encourages us to think 
of the ritual as a way of asking for the water 
cycle to work properly. 

We take willow twigs from a pile, spread 
them out among the cover·cropped vegetable 
beds, and beat the willows on the ground 
until every leaf falls off. We are observing an 
agricultural tradition that our ancestors last 
observed 3,000 years ago. 

Using environmental and agricultural 
traditions of Judaism as a guide, the three· 
month ADAMAH Fellowship encouraged 
us to explore our Jewish identities through 

wwwjvhri.org 

farming. We just completed the program on 
Dec. 11; and on reflection, our time often felt 
like one long conversation among 15 empa
thetic, confused young Jews about how we fit 
in the world. Living amongst such a warm, 
supportive community gave us permission 
to try new practices and evaluate our sense 
of faith. We greeted each morning by sing
ing Hebrew songs with others - songs with 
lyrics we sometimes found objectionable. But 
by the end of the program, we came to real· 
ize how deeply connected we each felt to the 
tradition, even when we didn't always agree 
with the theology. 

The Jewish approach to farming at 
ADAMAH allowed us to feel connected to 
historical Jewish matriarchs and patriarchs in 
a new way. The shechita, or ritual slaughter, 
of our male kid goats was one of the most 
influential moments of the program. The 
timing was poignant - that week's parashah 
was the akedah, the binding oflsaac. We held 
the goats as Yehudah the shochet made the cut 
and we thought of Abraham raising his knife 
to slay his own son. Supporting the other fel
lows was as much a task for that day as were 
the tasks of skinning and butchering. 

Moved by the Jewish community, Steve 
will stay at ADAMAH to co-manage the 
goatherd and dairy next season. Rachel is 
excited to piece together a new Jewish com· 
munity in Vermont, having connected with 
several Vermonters who were guests at the 
Isabella Freedman Jewish Retreat Center, 
which hosts ADAMAH. 

Judaism now feels more accessible to 
us after realizing that it doesn't need to be 
intellectually understandable; it needs to be 
emotionally understandable. We are both 
reinvigorated to sing out, question, learn, 
and most of all, feel our sense ofJudaism as it 
continues to grow and evolve. 

Contact Rachel Salloway at rsalloway@ 
gmail.com and Steve Sherman at shermans88@ 
gmail.com. 
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WcIJY From Page 1 

While several hundred clergy 
and other Jewish professionals 
attended, the majority of the par
ticipants were members and lay 
leaders of congregations: Syna
gogue presidents, board members 
and committee chairs, and active 
members of worship, learning and 
social programs. All of us came to 
learn, to pray and to celebrate the 
awesome history and bright future 
of our Jewish people. 

M USICALLY- ENRICHING 

I always love the music and 
spirit of the biennial conventions. 
Countless performers, from the 
big name song-leaders to new tal
ents in the world of Jewish music, 
enrich and entertain us. The fabu
lous a cappella group Six13 took the 
stage at one of the assemblies, with 
incredible energy and talent. We 
heard renowned Israeli performers 
Rami Kleinstein and David Broza. 
With guitars, pianos, drums, wind 
instruments and strings, we had so 
many opportunities to sing and to 
listen, from early in the morning 
until late into the night. And with 
so many beautiful voices, it was 
truly a celebration of being Jewish 
in a golden age. 

Tms HISTORIC CONVENTION 

The sheer size of the Shabbat ser
vices created a wonderful vibrancy, 
but the real energy stemmed from 
the high degree of participation 
and enthusiasm from so many who 
attend. We transformed an ordi
nary convention hall into a place of 
beauty and meaning, a truly holy 
place. 

The convention was historic in 
several ways. President Barack 
Obama provided the keynote 
address, the first time that a sit
ting U.S. president had addressed 
a biennial convention. It was 
inspiring to see the leader of our 
country focus so much attention 
on the Jewish community. He gave 
a brilliant and amusing address, 
.drawing on the Joseph story from 
the weekly Torah portion and the 
need for each of us in our own way 
to proclaim, "H ineni: Here I am. I 
am ready to respond to the needs 
of our world and to take action to 
help those who are in need." 

Obama's address and several 
other historic and significant pre-

sentations are available on the 
Union for Reform Judaism web
site, www.urj.org. Deputy Prime · 
Minister and D efense Minister 
Ehud Barak and Chairman of the 
Jewish Agency Natan Sharansky 
both gave impassioned pleas for 
ou r engagement in Israel. 

Speaking of the dangers stem
ming from indifference, Barak 

"We have abundant 
ta1ent, wisdom 
and energy to 

meet significant 
cha Henges." 

characterized with admiration the 
American Jewish community as a 
"loud and proud family" and spoke 
of our voices as an essential per
spective in Israel. He joked that we 
say in the United States, "two Jews, 
three opinions," and in Israel, "two 
Jews, probably four or five [opin
ions]," but said that our opinion is a 
critical part of navigating towards 
a brighter future. 

PASSING THE TORCH 

URJ President Rabbi Eric Yoffie 
retired, and Rabbi Rick Jacobs 
began his leadership as president 
of the 900 synagogues and 1.4 mil
lion Reform Jews in North Amer
ica. In Rabbi Yoffie's farewell 
sermon, he spoke beautifully about 
the challenges and the possibilities 
facing us. He used his own grown 
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Coldwell Banktr Residential Broke.rage: 
52 7 Main Stttc.t • Easl Grcmwich, RI • 02818 
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children as examples: his daughter, 
who is enthralled with ritual and 
tradition and Jewish learning and 
now participates not in a Reform 
temple but in a modern Orthodox 
synagogue (but remains commit
ted to equal and full participation 
by women); and his son, an attor
ney and committed social activist 
who does not find himself drawn 

RABBI ERIC YOFFIE 

to temple participation in a fo rmal 
way. 

In Rabbi Yoffie 's view, Reform 
Jews and Judaism in general face 
a challenge: H ow do we create 
meaningful and substantial oppor
tunities for Jewish learning and 
living? How do we engage the next 
generation? 

Rabbi Jacobs is coming to his 
position as president after 30 years 
as a congregational rabbi in New 
York. H e, quite naturally, focused 
his major speech, on the same 
urgent need, to create a bright 
future for the Reform movement 
and the Jewish people. Already 
he has announced a major initia
tive for youth engagement and a 
commitment to look at the urgent 
financial needs facing the syna
gogues in this continued time of 
economic difficulty. He spoke, 
naturally, of many different needs 
for evaluation and change, to 
ensure that Jewish tradition thrives 
in the next generations. 

PERSPECTIVES ON I SRAEL 

Two final points, both pervasive 
in the biennial: Significant atten
tion was focused on the central 
importance of Israel and many 
sessions focused on social justice 
concerns. Speaker after speaker 
spoke about tikkun olam: the obli-

gation we have to repair the world. 
Speaker after speaker discussed 
Israel with a critical eye, but also 
with affection. AIPAC andJStreet 
both held receptions; and ARZA, 
the Reform Zionist group, had a 
significant presence. We had many 
opportunities to celebrate Israel's 
successes and to pay close atten
tion to Israel's difficult choices and 
challenges. 

Even in our largest synagogues, 
we don't have the opportunity to 
join together with 6,000 fellow 
Jews. When we first arrived at 
the convention center, many of us 
found it massive, sprawling and a 
bit intimidating. After we filled 
the halls and began to learn and 
pray together, the Gaylord Hotel 
became our home. 

I am convinced that we have 
abundant talent, wisdom and 
energy to meet the significant 
challenges facing the Jewish 
people and the American people. 
I urge you, whatever your religious 
or political identity, to explore the 
archives of this event and to speak 
with those of us who participated. 

In H ebrew, a blessing is a 
b'rakhah: the same root that gives us 
the name Barak. Many of us were 
intrigued by the presence of the 
"two Baraks" (Ehud and Obama) 
but also by the blessing that came 
from spending these days together. 
The American Jewish community 
is filled with hunger and also with 
passion. We can continue to bring 
this golden age in Jewish history to 
even greater heights. 

Rabbi Peter Stein, president of the 
R.I. Board of Rabbis, is the rabbi at 
Temple Sinai in Cranston. Contact 
him at stein@templesinairi.org. 

Be sure to read Rabbi Sarah Mack's 

~ESTATE 
~---]&mm 

SNOW SERVICES 
Call Now for Details' 

Snow Sh ov~lin9 
5110111 Throwing 
Snow Plowing 

401.935.2312 
www.CityE1,tateGardener.com 

Jeffrey B. Pine. 
.inomey•Cttrmsl /'19J.l9'J9 

• Criminal Defense 
• Personal Injury/Serious Accidents 
• Civil and Business Litigation 
· Divorce/Family Law 
• Probate/Estate Planning 
· Real Estate 

Attorneys 
)EffREY 8. PIKE 

BRIAN G. GoLOSrEIN 

32 I Souih Main St. • Su ite 3-02 
Pr01•idence, RI • 401.35 1.8200 

Summit Plaza · 231 Old Tower Rd. 
Wakefield, RI • 401.788.9100 

www.pinelaw.com 

ThtRI ~wt ~•11.Jw}'M ii tht~ ~lllaw. 
Thtcowtdotsnotk!l'ISlOf<tl'tifyiflfllw}IMjSin~ 

or~in-,6ridorprxtia. 

REALISTIC SELF-DEFE NS E 

2 FREE ~EEKS WITH AD 

BJOKS. DVD'S 
GREAT HANUKKAH GIFTS 

W~W.KUNTAOJIUJITSU . COM 

a modern camp + an ✓✓old soul" 

= Camp JORI, totally yours. 
Worden's Pond • Wakefield, Rhode Island 

website: www.campjori.com • E-mail: campjori@gmail.com 
Call Camp Director Ronni Cuttin at 401-463-3170 

wwwJvhri.org 
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Come experience a 'Taste of Israel' 

Second annual 
weekend of 

celebration set 
for late January 

BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - For the second 
consecutive year, the Alliance will 
host a weekend of Israel culture 
and tourism. Next year's events 
are scheduled for the evening of 
Saturday, Jan. 21 and Sunday, 
Jan. 22, 2012 at the Alliance, 401 
Elmgrove Ave. , in Providence. 
Other than the Israeli foods and 
arts and crafts, which will be 
available for purchase that eve
ning, the event is free and open to 
the community. 

sessions and Israeli art for sale. 
"Synagogue gift shops this year 
will display and sell Israeli arts 
and crafts and other Judaica," 
said Katz. "Arts and crafts from 
Emunah Children's Center will 
also be available." 

For the first time, the event 
includes a photo contest, with 
entries of photos ofl srael by resi
dents of greater Rhode Island. 
Photos will be on display and the 
winners (in two categories - under 
18, and 18+) will be announced 

available to offer information and 
answer questions. The Sunday 
session, offering complimentary 
pizza and falafel, will focus on 
travel for youth and young adults, 
with information on Birthright 
and other programs. Informa
tion on financial aid assistance for 
youth ages 15 - 25 who wish to 
travel to Israel will be available. 
Young Judaea, Tel Aviv Univer
sity, United Synagogue Youth 
and Volunteers for Israel, among 
others, will be present for the 

MAREK LESNIEWSKI-LAAS 
On Jan. 21, from 7 - 10 p.m. , 

community members are invited 
to hear live music, watch Israeli 
short films, sample Israeli wine 
and nosh on Israeli foods catered 
by Divine Providence and 
Accounting for Taste, said Larry 
Katz, director of education for the 
Alliance. 

1•v~n n11n1 
Honorary Consul General 
of Poland to New England 

addresses Alliance 
YOUNGJUDAEA 
THE ZIONIST YOUTH MOVEMENT OF HADASSAH 

Why should people come out 
on what is likely to be a bitterly 
cold evening? 

Jonathan Stanzler, chair of 
the Taste of Israel Committee, 
said, "It is going to offer all sorts 
of .things that people appreciat~ 
about Israel - food, music, films 
and information about travel to 
Israel. There will be lots to do, 
see and hear, all with the goal of 
encouraging people to learn about 
modern day Israel and to visit, 
either on a mission or as a tourist." 

Other events scheduled include 
a cooking demonstration with 
tasting samples, drumming circle 

during the evening, 
The event, said Marty Cooper, 

community relations council 
director for the Alliance, "is a 
great opportunity for people of 
all ages to enjoy Israeli culture, 
food, entertainment and arts right 
here in Rhode Island in the midst 
of winter. It's also a wonderful 
way for the Jewish community to 
gather for a festive celebration." 

During the evening session 
and again on Sunday from 11:30 
a.m. - 1:30 p.m. , Israel trip pro
viders and tour companies will be 

Solid K9 Training 
Real World at Home Dog Training for Life 

With Award-Winning, Nationally Known 
Dog Trainer Jeff Gellman 

If you or anyone you know has been circumcised, you'll love jeff's show! 

Jeff Gellman 
401.527.6354 Jeff@SolidK9Training.com 
Webinars Every Wednesday Night from 9-10 pm 

See News and Events link online at 

listen to Jeff's weekly radio show 

What Would Jeff Do? 
Saturdays 8-11 am • 888-345-0790 

live call in dog training radio Streaming live on 790business.com 

Sunday session. 
A new travel vendor, present 

at both events, is eCamp, where 
children and teens can learn about 
technologies and media and also 
visit Intel, Cisco and Google, 
along with other companies in 
Israel, said Katz. 

Stanzler said that some 250 
people attended the first Israel 
weekend; sponsors hope to see 
350 people attend the January 
2012 weekend. 

The program is sponsored by 
the Alliance's Community Rela
tions Council and The Jewish 
Voice & Herald; the Gift oflsrael, 
the Consulate General oflsrael to 
New England and Israel's Minis
try of Tourism. 

Although the program is free, reg
istration is requested. Register online 
at www. tasteofisraelri.eventbrite. 
com. 

For more information, contact 
Marty Cooper at mcooper@sha
lomri.org, 421-4111, ext. 171 or 
Larry Katz, lkatz@shalomri.org, 
421-4111, ext. 179. 

Highlighting Polish
Israeli relations 

BY MARTY COOPER 

mcooper@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE Marek 
Lesniewski-Laas, honorary 
consul general of Poland to New 
England, was a special guest at 
the November meeting of the 
Community Relations Council 
(CRC). Speaking to about a 
dozen people, he described the 
historical relationship Poland 
has had with Israel since before 
1948. 

Born and raised in Poland, 
Varda Stieglitz called the pro
gram "very interesting. He pro
vided a thorough history [and 
included] many facts which 
helped to explain the back
ground of the cooperation 
between the two countries in 
terms of cultural, economic and 
political spheres. He managed 
to educate and inform his audi
ence." 

TACEO 

Much of the presentation 
focused on Poland, before it was 
occupied by Germany. Before 
World War II, Poland's Jewish 
population was more than 3.5 
million. Then, the government 
and Polish citizens had an excel
lent relationship with what was 
to become Israel; when Germany 
occupied Poland, the relation
ship changed dramatically and 
relations came to a virtual halt. 

Under Communist rule, 
Poland's relationship with Israel 
was also not successful . But 
when Communist rule ended 
in Poland in 1989, relations 
between the two nations grew 
closer. 

Today, Israel and Poland 
have trade agreements with one 
another and embassy presences. 
Too, Poland has supported 
Israel on several United Nations' 
issues, including refusing to 
attend the anti-Zionist Durban 
III conference. 

Marty Cooper is the Commu
nity R elations Council director at 
the Alliance. 
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For Jews, Vaclav Havel was a champion of freedom 
Acclaimed playwright 

and poet became a 
powerful proponent 

of freedom 
BY RON KAMPEAS 

WASHINGTON OTA)- Vaclav 
Havel was a friend of the Jews and 
oflsrael, but prominent Jews who 
mourned his passing this week 
said the Czech leader's greatest 
legacy was his universal message 
of freedom. 

"Havel was one of the few 
islands of intellectual freedom 
in the sea of totalitarian rule," 
Natan Sharansky told JTA, 
speaking of the late 1960s and the 
1970s, when both he and Havel 
were struggling against commu
nist rule - Havel in the former 
Czechoslovakia and Sharansky in 
the former Soviet Union. 

Havel, a dissident playwright 
and human rights champion, 
helped lead Prague's 1989 Velvet 
Revolution and was a hero in the 
Cold War struggle for democ
racy in Soviet-dominated Eastern 
Europe. In 1977 he was a co
author of the human rights mani
festo Charter 77, which became 
the catalyst for the Czech dissi
dent cause. 

Just weeks after the collapse of 
communism, Havel was elected 
president of Czechoslovakia, on 
Dec. 29, 1989. 

After the Czech Republic and 
Slovakia separated into two coun
tries in 1993, he was elected pres
ident of the Czech Republic and 
served until 2003. 

Sharansky learned of - and said 
he was not surprised by - Havel's 
Jewish connections later in life. 
But in 1977, when Sharansky was 
sent to Siberia, what gave him 
succor was the universalist mes
sage of Charter 77. 

"He played an important role 
in keeping the spark alive," said 
Sharansky, who is now chairman 
of the Jewish Agency for Israel. 
"He launched a counter-attack 
which liberated people intellectu
ally, and then physically." 

Havel demonstrated his com
mitment to Jewish causes by 

ELIE WIESEL 

making one of his first foreign 
trips after becoming Czecho
slovak president a three-day 
visit to Israel in April 1990. He 
was accompanied by 180 Czech 
Jews. In 2010 he was one of the 
founding members of the Friends 
of Israel group of international 
political figures. 

Havel's last public appearance 
was on Dec. 10, when he met 
with the Dalai Lama and signed 
an appeal in support of dissidents 
around the world. He died Sunday 
at 75, apparently from respiratory 
ailments. 

Elie Wiesel, the Holocaust 
memorialist and Nobel peace 
laureate who met frequently with 
H avel after he became president 
of Czechoslovakia and then of 
the Czech Republic, said H avel 
was proud of his nation's Jewish 
heritage. 

"He spoke a lot of Jewish phi
losophy and study," Wiesel said 
Tuesday in a phone interview 
withJTA. 

The European Jewish Congress 
called H avel a "great friend of the 
Jews" who "did much to confront 
anti-Semitism and teach the les
sons of the dark chapter of the 
H olocaust during his two terms 
in office." 

"When many 
European 

leaders find the 
opportunity to 

upbraid lsrael, he 
would stand his 

ground." 

The American Jewish Commit
tee in a statement recalled how 
Havel in 1991 expressed of the 
Holocaust and anti-Semitism his 
"metaphysical feeling of shame of 
the human race, of mankind, of 
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man. I feel that 
this is his crime, 
his disgrace." 

A statement 
from the Fed-
eration of Czech 
Jewish Com-
munities said 
that Jews had 
respected Havel 
as a statesman 
and a world
renowned writer, 
and felt close to 
him "as a friend 
who had an 
understanding of 
human concerns 
and joys." 

Wiesel said 
he often wondered how a fellow 
writer dared enter the political 
sphere. 

"I asked him once, why did he 
want to become president, you are 
already a great writer and a great 
playwright," Wiesel recalled. "As 
president you have adversaries, 
as playwright no one was your 
enemy." 

H avel responded, according to 
Wiesel, that he was the only one 
capable of overseeing the peaceful 
split of the Czech Republic and 
Slovakia. 

"My nation had to split," Wiesel 
recalled H avel as saying. "Only I 
could do that, to split a nation in 
peace." 

Sharansky said Havel's cour
age as a dissident long outlasted 
Czechoslovakia's emergence from 
communism. It was Havel's repu
tation that led Sharansky to con
vene the 2007 Democracy and 
Security International Confer
ence in Prague in 2007. 

Havel, along with Sharansky 
and former Spanish Prime Min-

ister Jose Maria Aznar, was a 
co-chairman of the conference, 
although Havel was mostly absent 
- his illness already had hobbled 
him. But his message pervaded 
the proceedings. 

"His moral clarity, his courage, 
his charm, his sense of humor 
really influenced many people at 
the conference," Sharansky said. 
"His experience was their expe
rience whether they came from 
Egypt, from Iran, from Iraq, from 
Sudan." 

Havel and Aznar were co
founders of Friends of Israel, a 
grouping of European leaders 
who sought to counter the bur
geoning anti-Israel rhetoric on 
the continent. 

That's where his apprec1at1on 
for Jews and Israel and his deep 
commitment to human rights 
converged, said Josh Block, the 
group's U.S. director. 

"People who have the expe
rience of fighting intolerance 
and repression understand how 
important it is to stand for those 
countries that stand for democ
racy and freedom," Block said. 

It was a stance that the pro
Israel community appreciated, 
said Daniel Mariaschin, the exec
utive vice president of B'nai B'rith 
International. 

"At a time when many Euro
pean leaders find the opportu
nity to upbraid Israel, he would 
stand his ground, seeing Israel as 
a strong democracy in the place of 
nations," he said. 

Ruth Ellen Gruber contributed to 
this report from Prague. 
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A war of words with The N. Y. Times 

Just how anti-Israel is 
'The Gray Lady'? 

Bv RoN KAMPEAS 

WASHINGTON OTA) - Israeli 
officials are stepping up their 
criticism of The New York Times, 
slamming columnist Thomas 
Friedman and arguing that the 
newspaper is an unfit venue for an 
op-ed from Prime Minister Benja
min Netanyahu. 

In a scathing letter first leaked 
last week to The Jerusalem Post, 
Ron Dermer, a top aide to N etan
yahu, declined an invitation for the 
prime minister to write an op-ed 
for the Times. By way of explana
tion, Dermer cited what he alleged 
was the newspaper's anti-Israel tilt. 

"It would seem as if the surest 
way to get an op-ed published in 
The New York Times these days, 
no matter how obscure the writer 
or the viewpoint, is to attack 
Israel," he said. 

THOMAS FRIEDMAN REP. STEVE ROTHMAN 

Dermer's letter came just days 
after Friedman, a frequent critic of 
Israeli settlement policies, asserted 
that U.S. congressional support for 
Netanyahu was "bought and paid 
for by the Israel lobby." 

Rep. Steve Rothman (D-N.J.), 
a top congressional appropriator, 
joined a chorus of commentators 
in decrying Friedman's allega
tion. And Michael Oren, Israel's 
ambassador to Washington, said 
Friedman had "strengthened a 
dangerous myth." 

"This allegation is profoundly 
disturbing," Oren told JTA. "The 
term 'Israel lobby' implies the exis
tence of a Zionist cabal wielding 
inordinate economic and political 
power. Unintentionally, perhaps, 
Friedman has strengthened a dan
gerous myth." 

Recent flaps are casting a light 
on the degree to which the Israeli 
government believes it has not 
been getting a fair shake from 
what is arguably the most influen
tial newspaper in the world. 

In September, in an editorial 
about the push for U.N. recogni
tion of Palestinian statehood, the 
Times declared in an editorial 
that it put the "greater onus on 
Netanyahu" for the stalled Israeli
Palestinian talks, claiming he "has 
used any excuse to thwart peace 
efforts." In another editorial a few 
days later, the newspaper accused 
Netanyahu of refusing "to make 
any compromises with the Pales
tinians." 

The Times published a response 
from Israeli Embassy spokes
man Lior Weintraub in which the 
Israeli official noted that during 
his current tenure, Netanyahu has 
endorsed the idea of a Palestinian 
state, pushed for direct Israeli-Pal
estinian negotiations without pre-
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conditions, ordered the removal 
of hundreds of checkpoints and 
implemented an "unprecedented 
10-month moratorium on new 
West Bank settlement construc
tion." 

Netanyahu "offered to extend 
the moratorium for an additional 
three months if the Palestinians 

"l hope that 
Benjamin 

Netanyahu 
understands that 

the standing 
ovation was not 
for his po1itics." 

would return to the negotiating 
table. But they did not," Wein
traub continued, adding that in his 
May speech to Congress the prime 
minister said that "some settle
ments will end up beyond Israel's 
borders" and pledged that the Jeru
salem issue could be resolved "with 
creativity and with good will." 

Weintraub argued, "Obscuring 
Netanyahu's record in pursuing 
peace only emboldens the Pales
tinians to avoid direct negotiations 
with a genuinely willing and eager 
partner." 

Dermer in his letter suggested 
that ignoring Netanyahu's out
reach amounted to bad will. 
Times' columnists, Dermer said, 
"consistently distort the positions 
of our government and ignore the 

steps it has taken to advance peace. 
They cavalierly defame our coun
try by suggesting that marginal 
phenomena condemned by Prime 
Minister Netanyahu and virtu
ally every Israeli official some
how reflects government policy or 
Israeli society as a whole." 

The letter has created a Wash
ington buzz, with some officials 
with pro-Israel groups scratching 
their heads at the strategy. Off the 
record, they say they agree with 
Dermer's assessment of the Times, 
but wonder at the wisdom of turn
ing down an opportunity to appear 
on one of the most influential 
op-ed pages in the United States. 

David Harris, American Jewish 
Committee's executive director, 
would not comment on the strat
egy, but said it was clear that the 
Times had a problem with Israel, 
noting some of the trends Dermer 
listed in his letter: The Friedman 
column and others critical oflsrael 
by Nicholas Kristof; publishing, 
without adequate redress, an op-ed 
by Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas that blames 
Israel for rejecting two states in 
1947, when it was the Arabs who 
rejected the U.N. partition plan; 
and a column suggesting that 
Israel's gay rights advances were 
merely a function of a propaganda 
campaign to make Arabs seem 
backward. 

"There has been a clear imbal
ance on the editorial and op-ed 
pages of The New York Times," 
Harris said. "If the Times aspires 
to a balanced range of views on 
those pages, it needs to engage in 
some reflection." 

Friedman in his column listed 
reasons he believes American Jews 
like himself are growing uncom
fortable with Israel: the closeness 
of the foreign minister, Avigdor 
Lieberman, to Russian autocrats 
and their anti-democratic lean
ings; the controversy about segre
gating women from men on buses 
that serve haredi Orthodox neigh
borhoods; a slate oflaws seeking to 
limit the influence of human rights 
groups; and attacks by extremist 
settlers on Palestinians and the 
Israeli army. 

"I sure hope that Israel's prime 
minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, 
understands that the standing ova
tion he got in Congress this year 
was not for his politics," Friedman 
wrote, referring to Netanyahu's 
address to a joint session last May. 
"That ovation was bought and paid 
for by the Israel lobby." 

Friedman on Tuesday told The 
New York Jewish Week that "in 
retrospect I probably should have 
used a more precise term like 'engi
neered' by the Israel lobby- a term 
that does not suggest grand con
spiracy theories that I don't sub
scribe to." Otherwise, Friedman 
added, he stood by the column. 

In response to Friedman's 
column, Rothman issued a state
ment saying that the characteriza
tion of the nature of congressional 
support for Netanyahu reinforced 
a "dangerous narrative" about sup
porters of a strong U.S.-Israel rela
tionship. 

"I gave Prime Minister Netan
yahu a standing ovation not 
because of any nefarious lobby, 
but because it is in America's vital 
national security interests to sup

,----------------------------, port Israel and it is right for Con-

A satisfied reader says ... 
or year wouldn't spend more than IO or 15 minutes <m an 

is e of~e Jewish Voice & Herald. Now, 1 can'1 ge l through it 
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gress to give a warm welcome to 
the leader of such [an] essential 
ally," Rothman said. "Friedman 
owes us all an apology." 

Dermer is among Netanyahu's 
most influential advisers. Dermer's 
no-holds-barred style transitioned 
easily to Israel's rough politics 
when he made aliyah in the mid-
1990s. 

~i~1~rd=~~~ Ami Eden, ]TA editor in 
._ ___________________________ _J chiej contributed to this report. 
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READERS, please fill out this fun survey- we can't wait to hear from you! 

Identify - and tell us why you like - your favorites on the list below (within greater Rhode Island, please). 

VOTE EARLY - First 100 entries will be eligible for one $100 grocery store gift card drawing! 
All entries will be entered in a drawing for one $50 grocery store gift card. 

1. Restaurants: 

Breakfast/brunch/coffee shop: 

NAME: Cit : -
To celebrate a simcha: 

NAME: _______ ___,C=it "----: ______ _ 

Chinese food: 

NAME: _______ __,C=i "--' ______ _ 

Date night/romantic meal: 

NAME: _______ --'.i.u,_ ______ _ 

Casual "go to" spot: 

NAME:. _______ ___,C=i "--: ______ _ 

2. Bagel source: 

NAME:. _ ______ ~ C=i "----: ______ _ 

3. Bakery: 

NAM~ ___ ____ ___,,C"'-'i "--' ______ _ 

4. Kosher meat/poultry/fish source: 

NAM~---------'.i.u,_ ______ _ 

5. Kosher wine source: 

NAME: _______ --'.i.u,_ ______ _ 

6. Beach: 

NAM~'---------'.JU,.... ______ _ 

7. Vineyard: 

NAME: _______ ~ C=i ,._: ______ _ 

8. Museum/Gallery: 

NAM~-------~C~-------

9. Vacation spot: 

1 O. Gift shop: 

NAM~-~---------'C°"'i s_: ______ _ 

11. Apparel store: 

NAM~ _______ __,C,,,_,i "-' ______ _ 

12. Shoe store: 

NAME: _______ __,C,,,_,i "--' ______ _ 

13. Children's party locale: 

NAM~ _______ ___,,C"-"i "-' ______ _ 

14. Consignment shop: 

NAM~ _______ __,,C=i ,._: ______ _ 

15. Golf course: 

NAME: _______ __,,C=i ,._: ______ _ 

16. Night spot: 

NAM~ _______ ___,,C=i ,._: ______ _ 

17. Salon/Spa 

NAME: _______ __,C=i "--' ______ _ 

18. Wild card: What didn't we ask about that 
you absolutely love? Tell us, so we can tell our 
readers! 

Mail, drop off or email (scan and email) the completed survey to Nancy Kirsch, 

The Jewish Voice & Herald, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 02906 or nkirsch@shalomri.org. 
Name:. ______________ Phone: ________ Email: ________ _ 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Congregation Adas Israel's building will be sold 
CLASSIFIEDS South Coast 

Chabad is the 
expected purchaser 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

FALL RIVER, Mass. - The 
building that is currently home to 
Congregation Adas Israel, which 
holds weekly Shabbat services, may 
be sold to the Chabad-Lubavitch 
of the South Coast ("South Coast 
Chabad"). 

"It's crucial for us to buy it - for 
the future of Orthodoxy," said 
Rabbi Aaron Benjaminson with 
South Coast Chabad, in a phone 
call with the paper. "It's the last 
standing Orthodox shul in [this 
area] of southeastern Massachu
setts." 

Acknowledging that support 
from Chabad rabbis in Rhode 
Island has been helpful, he said 
that naming opportunities for 
those who donate large sums of 
money are also possible. 

Jeffrey Weissman, president 
of Congregation Adas Israel, 
declined to speak to The Voice & 
Herald, citing ongoing negotia
tions with South Coast Chabad. 

Cliff Lander, synagogue vice 
president, explained the reason for 
the sale. 

"The congregation is very old. 
I'm 70 and I'm the second young
est member of the congregation; 
the congregation is mostly widows 
- I'm one of the last men stand
ing," said Lander in a phone call 
with The Voice & Herald. "Our 

funds will run out in about two
and-a-half to three years and we 
are primarily concerned with our 
two cemeteries." 

When a church group had 
expressed interest in purchas
ing the building, the synagogue 
board of directors decided to sell 
the building, rather than give it to 
South Coast Chabad, as Lander 
had suggested. 

When the sale is finalized, the 
synagogue members plan to lease 
space from South Coast Chabad to 
continue the congregation. 

A purchase and sale agreement 
has been prepared; as of press time, 
Lander was uncertain whether the 
parties have executed it. 

For more information, visit 
Chabadsouthcoast.com. 

Until the past year or so, my interesl in 
The Jewish Voice & Herald focused only 
on the JCCor Temple Beth-El. Now, I look 
fo rward to receiving The Voice & Herald 
because of the improved level of reporting 
and the quality of the articles. The publica
tion is now informative and en1ightening. 
I learn something new a u thcJ wish 
community with each issu . 

Ruby Shalansky 
Providence 

To place 
a classified ad 

Contact 

CLEANING 
Cipco Cleaning Service: Heavy 
cleaning contractors. House 
cleaning/janitorial, wall washing, 
carpet & upholstery, ceiling 
fans, windows & more. Estate 
cleaning. In business 25 yrs. 

Ask about our Seasonal 
Specials! Call Mark at 726-6702, 
visit us on the web at www. 
cipcocleaningservice.com 

HELP WANTED 
Our company has a vacancy 

The capital campaign to buy 
the Robeson Street building, said 
Rabbi Benjaminson, began ear
lier this month; and the campaign 
must raise at least 50 percent of the 
$400,000 asking price. 

Thank you to our new advertisers! Tricia Stearly: 
tstearly@shalomri.org, 

or call 421-4111, ext. 160 

in our office for the post of a 
team player and a shopper. 
Requirements: Should be 
computer-literate; have 24 hours' 
access to the Internet weekly. 
Must be efficient and dedicated. 
If you are interested and need 
more information, Contact 
Micheal Nnana, michealnnn9@ 
gmail.com. 

According to the rabbi, there is 
no bidding war going on, but he 
expressed concern that a church, 
rather than South Coast Chabad, 
might buy the building. Calling 
the purchase a "golden opportu
nity" to establish a Chabad Center 
for Jewish Life, Rabbi Benjamin
son said that the asking price is 
a bargain. "It was on the market 
[several years ago] for $750,000." 

The American Technion Society 

Chef llan Barniv 
Don't miss Temple Sinai's 

Celebrations 201 
The Rhode Guide 

2012 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Ex 
Sunday, January 29 

The JEWISH VOICE & IIERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

HmIE IMPRO\'DIENT 

Have you met Tom Lopatosky? 
Find out what makes him different! 

Call for a FREE estimate! 
866.86.LOPCO (56726) or 401 .270.2664 

or text LOPCO to 90210 

~ 
"'Promsional, Personab~. Particvl•r Palnmi• 

LopcoContracting.com 
RI REG #21331 • MA HIC #145887 

GENERAL SER\'ICES 

lt's a M1tzvah to 

RENT-A-MENSCH 
Spccllll1lr19 In Service for Senion 
to kttp you llfc tnd Mcure In your home. 

• Property .Maintenance and Management 
•Safety Inspections and Upgrades to· 

•mrn1m1ze fa ll nsks 
•maximize convenience, efficiency 

ond safety 
•Improve security 
• Dnvmg and other servic~ availeble 

WoyncRolcnbctg 

T<I, 401-273-4642 • Mobil< 617-633-6062 
www.rentamensch.us 

I\S[RANCE 

Brier & Brier 
Personal Service ... Insurance Professionals 

245 Watennan Street, #505 I Providence, RI 02906 
401-751-2990 I Jbrier@brier-brier.rom 

www.brier-brier.com 

OPTICAL SHOP 

Spino's Eyeglass Gallery 
LUCIEN M. SPINO, Registered Optician 

145 Wayland Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone: 831-7353 

Hours: Mon - Fri : 9-6, Sat: 9-2 
Email: Spinos.eyeglass.gallery@gma!.oorn 

Pnt0eriptlons filled ... Dfllgnor oyewear ... Sunglnlff 

Esiabllshed in 1979 

wwwjvhri.org 

PAYING 

Bob Knych 

(Jem tJavi~ anl Sea( Coafi~ 

Bus. (401) 725-6705 
(401) 475-1010 

Pawtucket, RI 02860 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 

Lie# 20547 

Better Than a Billboard 
FOR LESS THAN $26 PER ISSUE, 

YOUR BUSINESS CARD CAN BE HEREI 

1be JEWISH Vo1rn & limArn 
Call or e-mail todayl 

• Tricia Stearly • 401-421-4111. 
ext 160 •tstearly@shalomri.org 
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A SKETCHBOOK 

A splendid fire station 
Searching/or the 
riddles answer 

MARGE MOSKOL, 
who lives in Paw
tucket near the 
birch grove at the 

former Koppelman Florist Shop, 
gave me good directions to kick-

----- start my research 
project. 

"Take Sayles 
down beyond and 
through Main 
Street and Paw
tucket Avenue, 
and at the corner 

Mike of West Avenue, 

Fink you will see an 
_....;;..;;;,;;;.;.._ American flag 

in the breeze, 
beside the fire station. Park and 
stroll around. You will see a Star 
of David just above the fire sta
tion's double doors. Do you think 
the building was ever an Orthodox 
synagogue?" 

I cruised right over to the very 
spot. What I saw was an elegant 
jewel-box of an architectural gem. 
The red brick sported all sorts of 
art deco detailing. Pointed arrows, 
painted a cheerful turquoise on 
the upper story, were arranged 
rhythmically on all four walls. 
And there, front and center, was 
the double triangle, the symbol of 
the state oflsrael and the guardian 
totem of the Jewish people, wher
ever we go. On the other hand, I 
could find no other indication that 

the building was used in a religious 
capacity. 

It seemed that it had always 
served the Pawtucket Fire Depart
ment as a garage and meeting place. 
There is something aristocratic 
about a fire station. Like soldiers, 
firefighters spend leisure time 
in their headquarters until... an 
alarm goes off and they must 
instantly go into stressful and self
sacrificial action, the rescue mis
sions of their calling. Everything 
in their headquarters is geared 

"There is something 
aristocratic about 

fire stations." 

precisely to this focus. The small 
boy in me salutes fire fighters. I 
admired the crimson call boxes 
on every street corner, with their 
heroic Greek religious or mythic 
icons. The hand of Zeus with the 
shape of lightning, the colon
naded borders of the boxes, now, 
sadly, gone to rust and ruin. Last 
summer, at an antique auto show in 
Narragansett, right on Post Road, 
I saw the most beautiful miniature 
early fire truck, graceful and toy
like, and immaculately painted 
and restored. Was it designed to be 
drawn by horses? Surely so. It was 
hypnotically exquisite. 

I thought of that glimpse into 
the history of the department when 

I went through the Pawtucket sta
tion on West at Sayles and smiled 
with respect, quietly to myself. 
Rick Slater of the West Avenue 
Fire Station took me around and 
showed me the levels and aims of 
each floor. 

Out in front, he explained, 
"You are the eighth person to stop 
by recently to inquire about that 
star! My only information about its 
origin is, that this was [once] a pre
dominantly Jewish neighborhood. 

Our Circle of Care Revolves Around You 
Summit Commons 
Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center 

State of the art Transitional Care Unit offering Orthopedic 
and Post Surgical Rehabilitation 7 days per week 

New Pulmonary Reconditioning Program 

New Candlewood Unit, Specialized Care for 
Alzheimer's and Related Memory Impairment 

Long Term, Respite and Hospice Care 

Located on the East Side. 

Call us today for more information or a personal tour. 

Summit Commons Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center 
99 Hill,ide Ave. Providence RI 02906 • 401-574-4800 Fax:401-278-4937 

www.RadiusHealthCareCenters.com 
wwwjvhri.org 

Perhaps they contributed [finan
cially]. It is a mystery. Whatever 
you find out, please let us know." 

He showed me the brass plaque, 
half hidden behind a soda dis
penser, that informs us about the 
architectural firm and the date the 
building was erected (1911-1912). 
He asked me when World War I 
began. 

I told him, "1914 in Europe, 
1917 for the United States." 

The delicate poetry of this work 
of art in brick and stone is the last 
expression of human hope before 
all those terrible, bloody battles 
swept across the nations of the 
world. 

So far, I have not found the 
answer to my riddle. I fought the 
traffic to visit the reference desk at 
the librarv in Pawtucket. I found 
an articl~ published more than 
three decades ago, written by an 
Ed Gaulin, who also wondered 

about the source of the Star of 
David. 

We reached the same conclusion. 
In that pre-World War modernist 
era, the makers of industry bor
rowed patterns from the past, from 
ancient Egypt and Incan, Mayan, 
and Aztec empires, from the Belle 
Epoque period in France... and 
from biblical Jerusalem as well as 
before and beyond. The hexagonal 
star of King David and the arrow
heads of the Wampanoags join 
benevolent forces with the Fire 
Department to protect our dwell
ing places in.. . Pawtucket. It is 
well worth the pilgrimage to Paw
tucket to see the station, which 
recently received a grant to restore 
the details of the edifice! 

Michael Fink is an English profes
sor at Rhode Island School of Design. 
Contact him at mfinkJJ@aol.com. 

" Trying to care for 
aging parents?" 
I'm Jenny Miller. I've 
devoted my life and career 
to assisting seniors and their 
families. My goal is to help 
then maintain their well 
being, independence and 
dignity. If you or your family 
aren 't sure where to turn, how 
to gather information or who 
can help - then call me today. 

(401) 398-7655 

~eruor Care Concepts 1nc: 
Ometrlc C«ff M.ana.tcmai.t 

www.seniorcareconceptsinc.com 
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Benefitingfrom the 
largesse of 

American society 

THE PHRASE HAD 
been used before; but 
it was Ronald Reagan's 
1976 stump speech 

about "welfare queens" that 
described, in vivid terms, the 

fraudulent mis
appropriation of 
welfare funds. 

It is now 36 
years since Reagan 
made public the 
evil dimensions 
of this "social ill-

GENESIS: 41:1 - 44:17 
NUMBERS 7:30-35 

Shabbat Mi-ketz 
(ShabbatHanukkah) 

BY RABBI LAWR ENCE SILVERMAN 

Special to The Voice & Herald THIS WEEK'S Torah 
portion continue s 
the Joseph narrative. 
Pharaoh dreams, in 

one night, of seven skinny cows 
devouring seven fat ones, and of 
seven thin ears of grain swallowing 
seven full ears. In telling his magi
cians his dream, he added the detail 
that, after the seven thin cows had 
consumed the seven fat ones, the 
thin cows still appeared as skinny 
as before. Strange dreams indeed! 
Yet, how did Pharaoh know that 
his magicians' interpretations 
were wrong and, ultimately, that 
Joseph's was right? 

With respect to the images in 
Pharaoh's dreams, the Midrash 
contains many speculations as to 
what his wise men might have 
said. Perhaps the seven fat cows 
represented seven daughters that 
Pharaoh would beget, and the thin 
cows would then mean the ter
rible fate that would overtake all of 
them. Perhaps the seven fat cows 
referred to seven fortified Egyp
tian cities, all of which would be 
destroyed. The midrashic sources 
contain numerous ideas of this 
kind. Perhaps our talmudic rabbis 
were really implying that, because 
Pharaoh's magicians offered such 
diverse interpretations, he knew he 
should not believe any of them. 

SCIENCE AND SOCIETY 

Confessions of a 'welfare prince' 
funds began quietly - stealthily -
when I was but a feckless, Dick
ensian 5-year-old. My parents had 
enrolled me in the kindergarten 
of the neighboring public school; 
and from that day forth, I learned 
shamelessly to take sordid advan
tage of the public educational 
resources, housed in buildings 
paid for not by the matriculating 
students (collectively, an ungrate
ful assemblage) but by the respon
sible, God-fearing elders of the 
community. 

Once I had savored the ill-got
ten benefits of public, socialistic 
education, there was no stopping 
my avarice in advancing via a suc
cession of free classes in this par
ticular public school without once 
- I say remorsefully- without once 
contributing to the cost of its edu
cational ventures. Each new class 
brought my shameless complic
ity more deeply into the relentless 
exploitation of institutions built by 
the generosity of a responsible citi
zenry. (Newt Gingrich's creative 
thought that public-school chil
dren - currently hindered by child 

labor laws - should learn respon
sible living by taking over the tasks 
of the school janitors, had not yet 
surfaced.) 

Four years of high school during 
the Depression only increased 
my devious parasitizing of public 
generosity. Indeed, with much 
retrospective shame, I recall that 
while we paid for our lunches in 
the school cafeteria, we welfare 
princes were given free containers 
of milk thanks to the boundless 
generosity of many civic-minded 
taxpayers. 

My dependency on public wel
fare had by this time deteriorated 
into a callous form of addiction. 
And so, after graduation from 
high school, I perpetuated my 
blood-sucking habits by wantonly 
matriculating in a city college - an 
institution unhindered by tuition 
fees, indeed, by no fees of any kind. 
My taking indecent advantage of 
public resources had now matured 
into a conscious way of life. 

My graduation (with no atten
dant fees) took place a mere few 
months after the attack on Pearl 

D'vARToRAH 

Harbor; and many of us, inured as 
we were to a lifestyle that depended 
heavily on the largesse of others, 
hastily volunteered for the army to 
enjoy a mindless existence wherein 
the burdens of our food, cloth
ing, residence, transportation and 
health care were assumed by the 
same generous civilian taxpayers 

"My dependency 
on public we1fare 
had by this time 
deteriorated into 
a ca11ous form of 

addiction." 

who had underwritten my educa
tion from early childhood through 
the baccalaureate years. 

An injury while serving resulted 
in extended (and for me, cost-free) 
hospitalization and rehabilitation. 

Then came the most liberal lar
gesse of all: the army sent me to 
medical school, paying the entire 
cost of my professional education 
without so much as a request for a 
thank-you note. 

And so I now look back over my 
tawdry, wretched life as an unre
pentant "welfare prince." And I 
ponder those early years when I 
deliberately exploited the nameless 
few whose consummate generos
ity had created and sustained the 
foundations of our society. 

But now, on to the present, 
when - unabashed and shameless 
- I persist in accepting the bounty 
of monthly Social Security checks, 
as I reflect upon Richard Nixon's 
prophetic words: "We are faced 
with a choice between the work 
ethic that built this nation's char
acter and the new welfare ethic 
that could cause the American 
character to weaken." 

Stanley M. Aronson, MD, is dean 
of medicine emeritus at Brown Uni
versity Medical School. Contact him 
at smamd@cox.net. 

How did Pharoah know? 
The Torah itself, not surpris

ingly, gives us a clue in the narra
tive: "Then Pharaoh awoke; it was 
a dream! Next morning .... he sent 
for all the magicians of Egypt, and 
all its wise men; and Pharaoh told 
them his dream, but none could 
interpret them for Pharaoh." (Gen
esis 41:7-8) Clearly Pharaoh recog
nized the dream as a single dream, 
which he experienced twice with 
different images. 

The Joseph narrative is deeply 
concerned with dreams. We may 
recall here Joseph's own two 
dreaming episodes, which in terms 
of their meaning were really the 
same dream twice over. Each epi
sode presented different images: 
the sheaves of grain in the first one 
and the sun, moon, and 11 stars 
in the second. Based on the last 
words of verse 8, we can under
stand why Pharaoh dismissed the 
interpretation of the magicians as 
false: " ... none could interpret it for 
Pharaoh." The very fact that the 
magicians treated Pharaoh's dream 
as two separate dreams convinced 
him at once that their interpreta
tions were unacceptable. 

When Joseph stood before Pha
raoh, his first words were: "Pha
raoh's dreams are one and the 
same" (Genesis 41:25). At this 
point, Pharaoh seems to have 
understood that the person stand
ing before him really was qualified 
to interpret his dream correctly. 
Still, even though Joseph may have 
been qualified, how could Pharaoh 
know that his interpretation was in 
fact correct? 

Karl Jung, founder of a school 
of psychoanalytical thought, may 
help us here. According to Jung's 

analysis of dreams, when a person 
dreams, the meaning or sense of 
the dream is given along with the 
images that constitute (for most of 
us) what the dream is about. When 
we awaken, the images remain in 
our consciousness, albeit dimly, 
while the meanings disappear. In 
dream analysis, it is possible to 
recall those meanings to the mind 
of the dreamer; and when the 
interpretation is right, the person 
knows it through being reminded 
of something he or she had previ
ously known. 

Thus it was with Pharaoh. When 
Joseph explained the dream, Pha
raoh knew at once that this was the 
true interpretation, because Joseph 
gave the explanation that Pharaoh 
himself had experienced while 
dreaming. 

This week, we read an addi
tional Torah portion. Each day of 
Hanukkah we read a successive 
selection from chapter 7 of the 
Book of Numbers, which gives a 
day-by-day account of the offer
ings brought by each Israelite 
tribe to celebrate the dedication of 
the altar in the Tabernacle in the 
wilderness. On this Shabbat, the 
fourth day of Hanukkah, we read 
the offering brought by Elitzur 
of the tribe of Re'uven. Here, the 
phrase "dedication of the altar" is 
key. The Hebrew phrase, hanukk.at 
ha-mizbe'ah, carries the name of 
our festival within it and also con
cludes the familiar candle-lighting 
hymn, Ma'oz Tzur. 

May our Hanukkah, our festi
val of dedication (celebrating the 
rededication of the altar in 165 
BCE), bring renewal and joy to us 
and to all who celebrate the victory 

wwwJvhri.org 

of the Maccabees "in those days, at 
this season." 

Rabbi Lawrence Silverman, rabbi 

of Congregation Beth Jacob in Plym
outh, Mass. , is a member of the Rhode 
Island Board of Rabbis. Contact him 
at rabbi/awrence@gmail.com. 

Bingo at Cranston 
Senior Guild 

WARWICK The 
Cranston Senior Guild will 
meet on Wednesday, Jan. 
4 at 1 p.m. at Tamarisk, 3 
Shalom Drive, Warwick. 

Bingo will be 
followed by a raffle and 
refreshments. 

• Fall River Jewish Home 
Nursing & Rehabilitati on Center 

15 MINUTES FROM PROVIDENCE 

KOSHER MEALS• PRIVATE ROOMS 
SHORT REHABILITATION, LONG TERM CARE 

MEDICARE, MEDICAID & OTHER INSURANCE ACCEPTED 
Facility Tours: 508-679-6172 

508 Robeson Street • Fall River, MA 02720 

V1s 1t us on l1 ne c1t: www.fallr 1ve1Jew1ohhorne org 

--
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REMEMBER THE p AST 
From the Archives ef the R.I Jewish Historical Association 

A call from Alaska 
BY ANNE SHERMAN 

Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

W EN WAS THE 
st time you 
ceived a phone 

all from Kodiak 
Island, Alaska? For the Rhode 
Island Jewish Historical Associa
tion (the Association) office, it was 
last summer. 

The caller was interested in her 
family's history and was search
ing for her Rhode Island roots. 
She Googled Rhode Island Jewish 
history and found the Associa
tion. Then, in looking through our 
online cumulative index, she saw 
the name of her great uncle, Max 
Gomberg, a physician who lived 
and practiced in Providence at the 
beginning of the 20th century. 

Like so many others interested 
in their family's genealogy, she 
called our office. We were able to 
provide her with a good deal of 
information about him, including 
his photograph, from our archives. 

Max B. Gomberg was born in 
Russia on April 2, 1875. His family 
came to this country and settled in 
Providence when he was 8. The 
City Directory of 1885 indicates 
Max Gomberg, a student, lived at 
71 E. George St. 

After graduating from the 
Pennsylvania School of Medicine 
in 1895, he returned to Provi
dence and opened his first office 
on Benefit Street. He later moved 
to Orms Street, two doors down 
from Torgan's Drug Store, in the 
North End. 

When the North End Dispen
sary opened in 1911, Dr. Gomberg 
was one of the doctors staffing 
the clinic. He also provided ser
vices to the new Jewish Home for 
the Aged on Orms Street; he was 
also on the original staff of The 
Miriam Hospital, which opened 
in 1925. W ith the opening of The 
Miriam, he was able to then send 
sick patients there and not have to 
refer them to a non-Jewish doctor; 
other area hospitals denied Jewish 

doctors staff privileges. 
Dr. Gomberg had many inter

ests. According to an article in 
the Association's Notes, he was an 
early advocate for the Boy Scout 
movement. He actively recruited 
young boys from the North End 
to join one of the troops. Since 
many of his recruits came from 
poor families, he would purchase 
uniforms for them at the Outlet 
Company. An avid chess player, 
he belonged to the Providence 
Chess Club and the Rhode Island 
Chess Players Association. He was 
reputed to be a champion locally. 

He also wrote poetry. Three of 
his poems were published locally, 
and a number appeared in issues of 
the first Anglo-Jewish newspaper 
in Providence, The Organ, a bi
weekly publication of the Congre
gation of Sons oflsrael and David, 
which began in 1895. In addition 
to being a frequent contributor to 
its letters column, he became its 
editor for seven months until the 
newspaper's demise in 1898. 

DR. MAX GOMBERG 

Dr. Gomberg died Dec. 12, 
1934. He left a wife and two sons. 
We are not always able to find as 
much information about others 
about whom we receive inquiries, 
but seldom are we unable to fill 
a request. We are an important 

What young Jews do on Christmas Eve 
Where will you be? 

BY R OBERT GLUCK 

JointMedia News Service 

SITTING IN FRONT of 
the television eating Chi
nese food and watching 
reruns of "It's A Wonder

ful Life" isn't exactly what young 

Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island 
announces 

Taste of Israel 
Photo Contest 
Now through 
January 11 , 2012 

Jews are doing this Christmas Eve. 
A new trend that started years 

ago - big blowout parties with lots 
of time to mingle and network -
has become tradition. Matzo Ball 
and Schmooz-a-Palooza are two 
of the biggest of these types of 
holiday events. 

Matzo Ball is a project of the 
Society of Young Jewish Profes
sionals (SYJP), the nation's largest 

and most successful membership 
organization for Jewish Profes
sionals. 

The 25th annual Matzo Ball 
promises a night of high-energy 
networking and matchmaking for 
singles ages 21 - 49. 

According to Andy Rudnick, 
founder of Matzo Ball, the event 
offers men and women the oppor
tunity to meet in an environment 

SEND IN YOUR PHOTOS: PHOTO DISPLAY & CONTEST: 

Have you been to Israel? Do you have 
great photos that you'd like to share? 

Enter our first-ever Taste of Israel 
photo contest! 

Email up to three of your photos (in jpg 
format), along with a brief description, 
your name, age category (under 18, 18+) 
and contact information to: 
photos@shalomri.org, 
by January 11 , 2012. 

Taste of Israel 
Sunday, January 21 
7 :00-1 0:00pm at the Alliance 

A panel of judges will narrow down the 
entries to the top 18 photos in two age 
categories: under 18 & 18+. 

Join us at the Taste of Israel to vote for 
your favorite photo and enjoy Israeli 
food & wine, and live Israeli music! 

The winner of the photo contest will take 
home a new digital camera! 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

RI 02906 I 401 .421.4111 I www.shalomri.or 

wwwjvhri.org 

conducive to developing network
ing opportunities, long lasting 
friendships and romantic rela
tionships. On Dec. 24, singles in 
New York, Miami, Fort Lauder
dale, Washington, D.C., Chicago 
and Boston will take part in the 
nationwide event. 

In 1987, Rudnick founded SYJP, 
his brainchild; the idea developed 
from his desire to bring Jewish 
people together and find a nice 
Jewish girl along the way. "I met 
the woman who became my wife 
at a Matzo Ball," he said. To date, 
Rudnick said SYJP has "sparked 
more than 1,000 marriages and 
thousands of friendships." 

"When I was in college in 1986 
I bartended in a hot night club 
that was closed on Christmas Eve, 
so I went to this singles party at a 
hotel," Rudnick recalled. "Many 
young Jewish kids thought it was 
great but they did not like the envi
ronment. People had to wait in line 
to buy drink tickets and wait again 
to get drinks. The lights were high. 
The environment was not condu
cive to lowering your inhibitions 
and having a good time and meet
ing people. It felt like the prom." 

The following year Rudnick 
worked in a Boston real estate 
company and noticed that a nearby 
nightclub closed. He convinced 
the nightclub to do the event. His 
mother, who thought it cute and 
conceptual, inspired the name 
"Matzo Ball." 

Launched with limited market
ing, Matzo Ball picked up steam. 

"The first night we had over 
2,000 people show up in Boston. 
They were not prepared for it," 
said Rudnick. Christmas Eve was 
the night where we could bring 
all these Jewish kids together and 

NATION 

source for people interested in 
their family's genealogy. 

P.S .: Our conversations were not 
always all about the business at 
hand. The caller lives in Kodiak, 
Alaska with her husband, retired 
from the U.S. Navy and now 
working for the U.S. Weather Ser
vice. 

What did I learn about Kodiak 
Island? The post office is housed in 
a room behind the grocery store, 
and mail is delivered about every 
seven to 10 days. If you ran out of 
milk and bread, you might have 
to wait a full week before another 
delivery arrives. A Wal-mart was 
built on the island a couple of years 
ago, but most residents buy items 
from catalogs. 

Anne Sherman is the office man
ager of the Rhode Island Jewish His
torical Association. To comment on 
this piece or others of the Rhode Island 
Jewish Historical Association, contact 
rjhist@aol.com. 

turn over to them the number one 
nightclub in town. The event was 
born. As we grew and developed it 
from city to city we kept the same 
theme." 

Held for the Jewish community 
for the past 18 years, Schmooz-a
Palooza attracts more than 1,000 
attendees. According to }Date's 
director of public relations, Arielle 
Schechtman, the event is known 
as one of the hippest parties in Los 
Angeles for those looking to make 
new friends, meet someone special 
and spend time with fellow Jews 
on a night not typically associated 
with the Jewish community. 

"Schmooz-a-Palooza started 
18 years ago, so it's not so much a 
trend as it is a tradition," Schecht
man explained. 

However, }date is not only about 
fun and games. Building commu
nity, Schechtman said, is critical 
to }Date's mission. This year, the 
company is proud to be partner
ing with The Concern Foundation 
(www.concernfoundation.org), 
an independent, volunteer-driven 
non-profit organization dedicated 
to raising and granting funds to 
support cancer research for all 
types of cancer worldwide. 

"In the past, we've also donated 
a portion of Schmooz-a-Palooza's 
proceeds to Bet Tzedek, a public
interest law firm that provides 
free legal services to low-income, 
disabled and elderly people of all 
racial and religious backgrounds," 
she said. 

"People do their own thing," 
Rudnick said. "It has become 
a mainstay for summer camp 
reunions. They always meet at the 
Matzo Ball." 



OBITUARIES 
Hella Berger Flescher, 84 

PROVIDENCE Hella Berger 
Flescher died Dec. 17 at home. She 
was the wife of the late Samuel 
Flescher. Born in Frankfurt, 
Germany, she was a daughter of the 
late Henry and Paula ( Oelbaum) 
Berger. 

She is survived by her children, 
Ruth Tepper and her husband Jona
than, of Newton, Mass; Joel Flescher 
and his wife Linda, of Pawtucket; 
and daughter-in-law Sue-Ellen Fle
scher of Olathe, Kansas; her sister 
Eda Vidale, of Florence, Italy; and 
six grandchildren, Shira and Brian 
Flescher, Daniel and Margalit Tepper, 
Jacob and David Flescher. She was 
the mother of the late Eric Flescher 
and sister of the late Bella Kofman. 

Donations may be made to Home 
& Hospice Care of RI , 1085 North 
Main St., Providence, RI 02904, or 
The Leonard and Adele R. Decaf 
Cancer Center at The Miriam Hospi
tal , 164 Summit Ave. Providence, RI 
02906. 

Sylvia Reizen Goralnik 
CRANSTON - Sylvia Goralnik, 

of 305 Scituate Ave., died Dec. 11. 
She was the wife of the late Wil
liam Goralnik. Born in Providence, 
a daughter of the late Hyman and 
Jennie (Stone) Reizen, she had lived 
in Cranston for 27 years. 

A secretary at The Miriam Hospi
tal for several years before retiring in 
1984, she was a member of Temple 
Sinai and its Sisterhood, The Miriam 
Hospital Women's Association and 
Jewish Seniors Agency. 

She was the mother of Edward 
Goralnik and his wife Pamela, and 
Joan Goralnik, all of Cranston; the 
sister of the late George Reizen and 
Claire Freedman; and the grand
mother of Mariesa, Danielle and 
Nathan. She was the great-grand
mother of Shawn, and aunt of sev
eral nieces and nephews. 

Contributions may be made to 
Temple Sinai or a favorite charity. 

Murray J. Hahn 
BOYNTON BEACH, Fla. - Murray 
Hahn died at home on Nov. 29. Born 
in New Bedford, Mass., he was the 
son of the late William and Bertha 

Hahn. 
A Rhode Island resident for most 

of his life, he retired to Florida in 
1993 with his wife, Beverly L. Hahn. 
He moved to Boca Raton and then 
to Boynton Beach. 

Besides his wife, he left a brother, 
Charles Hahn, and his wife Susan, 
of Providence; three nephews, Dr. 
Mark Hahn of Maine, Jeffrey of 
Connecticut and Michael of Seattle, 
Wash. He also leaves a stepson, Dr. 
Steven R. Coleman, of White Plains, 
N.Y., a stepdaughter, Janet Coleman, 
of Wilmington, N.C., and a grand
daughter, Caroline Lewis, of N.C. 

Condolences may be sent to Hos
pice of Palm Beach County, 5300 
East Ave., West Palm Beach, FL 
33409 or a favorite charity. 

Sylvia Lavay, 89 
ELSEWHERE - Sylvia Lavay, of 
Lampson Avenue, Seal Beach, Calif., 
formerly of North Kingstown, died 
Dec. 14. She was the wife of the late 
Gabriel H. Lavay. They had been 
married for 61 years. 

Born in Bronx, N.Y., a daughter 
of the late Edward and Anna (Past) 
Margulies, she had lived in North 
Kingstown for 45 years. As a Navy 
wife, she traveled with her husband 
and lived in many locations in and 
out of the United States. She held 
various secretarial positions and her 
last position was a secretary at the 
former Quonset Point Naval Air Sta
tion. 

She was a member of the Ladies 
Auxiliary of the Fleet Reserve Asso
ciation, NARFE, AARP, North Kings
town Senior Center, Cranston Senior 
Guild, Warwick Social Seniors, the 
former Majestic Senior Guild ; she 
was a former member of Temple 
Torat Yisrael. She and her husband 
loved ballroom dancing, which they 
did several times a week. 

She was the mother of Barry 
Lavay and his wife Penny, of Cypress, 
Calif. ; the grandmother of Nicole and 
Danielle ; and the sister of the late 
Florence Pittelman. She also leaves 
many nieces and nephews, including 
Rona Ginsburg of Boynton Beach, 
Fla. 

Contributions may be made to the 

charity of one's choice. 

Mildred Lazar 
WARWICK - Mildred Lazar died 
Dec. 20, at The Miriam Hospi
tal. She was the wife of the late Ber
nard Lazar; they were married for 65 
years. 

Born in Fall River, a daugh
ter of the late David and Rebecca 
(Zweibleson) Abowitt, she had lived 
in Warwick for 34 years, previously 
living in Providence. She worked as 
a sales associate at Peerless for 20 
Years. A Temple Am David member 
and volunteer reader for the kinder
garten, she was a past president of 
the Pythian Ladies. 

She was the mother of Paula 
Katzman and her husband Harry, of 
Cranston; Susan Maxcy and her hus
band Richard, of Mansfield, Mass.; 
and Cynthia Beth Lazar of War
wick. The sister of Morton Abowitt 
of Warwick, she was predeceased 
by several brothers and sisters. The 
grandmother of Mark and Kimberly 
Resnick; Debra and David Geller; 
Robin Maxcy; Adam and Keeley 
Maxcy; and Gayle Katzman; she was 
the great-grandmother of 11. 

Contributions may be made to 
Temple Am David. 

Selma J. Nasberg, 83 
NARRAGANSETT - Selma Nasberg 
died Dec. 18. She was the wife of the 
late Julius "Red" Nasberg. 

Born in Providence, a daughter of 
the late Louis and Ada (Marks) Gins
berg, she had lived in West War
wick for more than 40 years before 
moving to Narragansett four years 
ago. She was a member of Temple 
Sinai. 

She was the mother of Alan D. 
Nasberg of Dover, N.H., Bruce B. 
Nasberg of Narragansett and Elaine 
G. Kawa·and her husband James of 
Port St. Lucie, Fla; the sister of Avis 
Cohen of Newington, Conn., Sandra 
Ginsberg of Providence and the late 
Muriel Krasnow. The grandmother of 
Jason, Lisa, Jaime, Joshua, Rebecca 
and Emily, she was also great-grand
mother of James, Ryan, Sydney, 
Jack, Rhett and Hope. 

Contributions may be made to 
Home & Hospice Care of RI. 
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Evelyn D. Sherman, 93 
PROVIDENCE - Evelyn Sherman, 
of Tockwotton Home, died Dec. 7. 
She was the wife of the late David 
Sherman. Born in Boston, a daugh
ter of the late Jack and Rose ( Gen
eral) Sydel\, she had lived in Rhode 
Island most of her life and Florida for 
17years. 

She was a creative and artistic 
person who painted many beautiful 
pieces throughout her life. 

She was the mother of Elliot 
"Jay" Sherman and his wife Sharen 
of Pawleys Island, S.C.; Marcia I. 
Gold and her husband David M., of 
North Smithfield; and the late Bruce 
Lee Sherman. The sister of the late 
Kenneth Sydel\, she was the grand
mother of Joshua, Daniel, Scott, 
Eric and Michelle, and great-grand
mother of eight. 

Contributions may be made to 
Alzheimer's Association or a favorite 
charity. 

Phyllis Sorgman, 85 
WARWICK - Phyllis Sorgman, of 
Pawtuxet Village, died Nov. 27. 

Born in Providence, a daughter 
of the late Benjamin and Estelle 
(Schriber) Sorgman, she was a life
long resident of Rhode Island, living 
in Cranston and Warwick. She 
worked for the State of Rhode Island 
for 35 years, retiring 22· years ago. 

The sister of the late Jack Sorg
man, she leaves several nieces, 
nephews and cousins. 

Contributions may be made to 
Jewish Family Service or American 
Diabetes Association. 

Max Werner 
ELSEWHERE - Max Werner died 
Dec. 8. He was the father of Judith 
Missry of Providence and Joyce Mays 
of London. He is survived by five 
grandchildren and six great-grand
children. 

Donations may be made to 
Congregation Beth Sholom, 275 
Camp St., Providence, RI 02906. 
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A satisfied reader says ... 
I look forward to reading The Jewish Voice & Herald . In the pas t fC\.,. years, the paper has 
grown. There always seems to be something for everyone. 
We all have our own way of reading a newspaper. I like to read about all the new babies, 
weddings,engagements,clc. Obituaries need to be read nexl. Then, I enjoy readi ng 

Nancy Kirsch's column. She has a writer's way of bringi ng the 
re-dder along on her journeys. Finally I s tart at the begi nning and 
leisu rely read each page.one after another. 
For me, Terna Gouse, Mike Fink, Josh Stein and Or.Aronson, 
along with the growing number of guest col umnists, round It out · 
pcrfoctly. It defi nitely t · a village to produce your publication. 
Keep up the good work. 
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North Kingstown 
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Simon Wiesenthal Center compiles list of 'worst slurs' 
Political leaders, 

others spew graphic 
anti-Semitic, 

anti-Israel rants 

Editor's Warning: 1he graphic 
and potentially inflammatory anti
Semitic language contained in this 
story may be upsetting to some read- _ 
ers. 

LOS ANGELES - The Simon 
Wiesenthal Center (the Center) 
recently released its new "Top 10 
Anti-Israel/Anti-Semitic Slurs 
of 2011." This year's list contains 
both anti-Israel and anti-Semitic 
slurs and re-emphasizes that 
these statements, publicly made 
by prominent mainstream figures, 
have become commonplace. 

"These constitute [examples] 
from people who should know 
better," said Rabbi Marvin Hier, 
founder and dean of the Center, 
in a statement. 

For the last two years, the 
Center, a leading Jewish human 
rights non-governmental organi
zation, has compiled a list of the 
top 10 anti-Israel and anti-Jewish 
slurs. The list should serve as a 
wake-up call to those who believe 
that such rants are the exclusive 
domain of neo-Nazis and crack
pots. 

This year, the Wiesenthal 
Center is asking members of the 
public to forward any such slurs 
that they might hear or read so 
that such incidents be exposed and 
the perpetrators be held account
able. Send them to slurs2012@ 
wiesenthal.com. 

• "I come before you today from 

the Holy Land, the land of Pales
tine, the land of divine messages, 
ascension of the Prophet Muham
mad peace be upon him and the 
birthplace of Jesus Christ peace 
be upon him, to speak on behalf 
of the Palestinian people ... " 

Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas at his UN General 
Assembly address, Sept. 23. 

Rabbi Hier said, "Speaking 
to the world, Abbas omitted any 
reference to the Jewish people's 
connection to the Holy Land. 
No reference to Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, King David, King Solo
mon, Isaiah,Jeremiah or Ezekiel." 

"American Jews are 
behind the world 

economic crisis that 
has hit Greece also." 

He continued, "Most identity 
theft occurs without the victim's 
knowledge, but Abbas' statement 
to the General Assembly robbing 
the Jewish people of their heri
tage is [a] most flagrant example 
of identity theft ... " 

• "We know that hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians were 
killed. . . neither Turkey nor 
the Muslims in the region have 
exerted such cruelty on Israel... 
Israel is inexplicably cruel, against 
innocent Palestinians, hiding 
behind the Nazi Holocaust and 
seeking victimhood .. . Everybody 
knows what Israel is about." 

Turkish Prime Minister Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan during CNN 
interview with Fareed Zakaria, 
Sept. 25. 

RABBI MARVIN HIER 

"Everything that happens 
today in the world has to do with 
the Zionists ... American Jews are 
behind the world economic crisis 
that has hit Greece also." 

Mikis 1heodorakis, "Zorba 1he 
Greek" composer and winner of 
the International Musil Council
UNESCO International Music 
Prize, also told Greek TV that he 
was "anti-Israel and anti-Semitic," 
Feb. 15. 

• "I love Hitler... People like 
you would be dead. Your moth
ers, your forefathers, would all be 
:r-••••• gassed." 

1he renowned Christian Dior 
fashion designer john Galliano was 
fired and later convicted in a French 
court far his anti-Semitic rants 
screamed at Jews in a Paris bar. 
Galliano later apologized. 

• "I understand Hitler... He's 
not what you would call a good 
guy, but yeah, I understand much 
about him and I sympathize with 
him a little bit. But come on, 

wwwjvhri.org 
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... I'm not against Jews ... I am of 
course, very much for Jews. No, 
not too much, because Israel is a 
pain in the ass ... I'm very much 
for Albert Speer [Hitler's Archi
tect]. .. He was also maybe one of 
God's best children ... Okay, I'm 
a Nazi." 

Director Lars Von Trier was 
thrown out of the Cannes Film Fes
tival after this rant on May 18. He 
later apologized. 

• "Uews] want that sucker of 
Syrian blood to remain and con
tinue to prey and suck blood. 
They not only want their secu
rity, but also to enjoy the sight 
of Syrian blood being spilled ... . 
Asking myself why Jewish sup
port of Bashar [Assad] increased 
after they saw the rivers of Syrian 
blood this mass-mu.rderer spilled 
in Syrian towns, an old image 
leapt to my mind, of Jews bleed
ing people and using their blood 
to prepare matzas. Logic does not 
accept this, but the facts prove it." 

Syrian writer Osama Al
Malouhi, an opponent of President 
Bashar Assad, posted on an opposi
tion website, Oct. 26, 1he Middle 
East Media Research Institute. 

• "Not all the Jews in the world 
are evil.. .. The ratio is 60-40. 
Sixty percent are evil to varying 
degrees, all the way to a level that 
words cannot describe, while 40 
percent are not evil." 

Taw.ftg Okasha, a presidential 
candidate in post-Mubarak Egypt, 
Al-Faraeen TV, Oct. 31. He added 
that among the 40 percent of 
"non-evil" Jews there is only one 
in a million who is blameless and 
that French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy is "one of those Jews who 
adhere to the Zionist ideology ... 
one of the worst ideologies,• 

"The source that finances 
and incites all these international 
organizations ... especially in the 
Arab world ... are led by a single, 
evil organization, known as Zion
ism. It is behind all these move
ments, all these civil wars, and all 
these evils . .. Jesus Christ healed 
the sick among the Jews ... and 
resurrected their dead. [How did 
they repay him?] "They strived 
to crucify him until he died ... 
Do the people of the opposition 
[today]. .. belong to Christianity 
or to Islam? No. They are deeply 
rooted in Judaism and in Zion
ism . .. Any intelligent person who 
reads "The Protocols of the Elders 
of Zion" will see the extent of its 
influence on the politics of our 
region and the world." 

George Saliba, bishop of the 
Syrian Orthodox Church in Leba
non, Al-Dunya TV, July 24; 1he 
Middle East Research Institute. 

• "Oppose the moral blackmail 
of the so-called Holocaust! Truth 
makes free!" 

Hermann Dierkes, leader of the 
Left Party in Duisburg, Germany, 
April 2011. Dierkes posted a flyer 
on the website with a swastika 
morphing into a Star of David 
and called for a boycott of Israeli 
products, labeling Israel a "rogue 
state" and a "warmonger." 

• "The state of Israel is an ille
gal, genocidal place. .. to equate 
Judaism with the state of Israel 
is to equate Christianity with 
[rapper] Flavor Flav." 

Reverend Jeremiah Wright in a 
speech to thousands of people, 
June 14, Baltimore, Md. 



SIMCHAS/WE ARE READ 

JENNIFER and MICHAEL 
Oelbaum of North Providence 
announce the arrival of their 

ughter. Sarah Caroline was born 

New Baby 
on July 21, weighing 5 pounds, 5 
ounces. 

H er maternal grandparents 
are Sue Ann and Frederick Witt 

of Cuddebackville, .Y. and her 
paternal grandparents are Phyllis 
and Sruel Oelbaum of Providence. 

SIVAN SHACHNOVITZ and JACOB FELDER 

R. MICHAEL and 
Lissa Felder of Provi
ence announce with 

pleasure the engagement of their 
oldest son, Jacob, to Sivan Shach
novitz. 

Engagement 
Sivan is the daughter of Sura and 

the late Yossi and Sura Shachno
vitz, of Fairlawn, N.J. 

The couple will reside in Nof 
Ayalon in Israel. Jacob is a stu
dent at Yeshivat Shaalvim in Nof 

Promotion 
ANIEL Kertzner, 

f Providence, has 
een promoted from 

grant programs 
officer to vice president for grant 
programs at the Rhode Island 
Foundation. 

Kertzner joined the Rhode 
Island Foundation in February 
2007 as grant programs officer 
for the arts sector. Before joining 
the Foundation, Kertzner served 
as program manager for the Mas
sachusetts Cultural Council in 
Boston. 

Ayalon and Sivan will complete 
her undergraduate degree in social 
work at Bar-Ilan University. 

An April wedding in Jerusalem 
is planned. 

~&nd ug y<:>ur 
gimch~g 
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TRUDY KATZ 

Great Wall of China 
UDY KATZ of Cranston took a cruise to Asia. She poses here 
fore the Great Wall of China with The Voice & Herald. 

S e wrote, "This was a 16-day Princess cruise on the Diamond 
Princess that started in Sinapore; and went to Bangkok, Thailand; Ho 
Chi Minh City (Saigon) and Nha Trang in Vietnam; H ong Kong; Shang
hai, China; Nagasaki, Japan; Busan, South Korea; and Beijing, China. 
We stayed three extra days in Beijing. The cruise, from Oct. 26 to Nov. 
11, was a magnificent trip." 

Herzliya, Israel 

VI NEVEL, of Providence, and U.S. Ambassador to Israel 
Daniel B. Shapiro hold The Voice &Herald at the ambassador's 
esidence in Herzliya. 
as in Israel from Nov. 4 - 10 for a business trade mission to his 

native country. 

, 
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Don ' t forget • • • 
people in need are counting on you. 

Please make your 
pledge to the 

Alliance 
Annual 
Community 
Campaign 
by December 31, 2011. 

The Alliance Annual Community Campaign is driven by the powerful idea that 
when we all participate, we all succeed. Our Annual Community Campaign 
supports more than 300 programs and services that work, day in and day out, 
to sustain and enrich Jewish life and Jewish lives for this and future generations. 

Give now at www.shalomri.org Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

401 Elmgrove Avenue I Providence, RI 02906 I 401.421.4111 I www.shalomri.org Stronger togethei: Doing a world of good. 
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