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Dr. Irving Fradkin 

Q. This all started in 1958; 
what got you going 55 years 
ago? 

An entertaining start 
to strengthening the 
Jewish community 

BY IRINA MISSIURO 
Special to The J ewish Voice 

PROVIDENCE - Event Chairs 
Neil and Randi-Beth Beran
baum, along with Alan and 
Marianne Litwin, hosted the 
evening event of the J ewish Al
liance of Greater Rhode Island's 
2014 Annual Campaign Launch 
at the Biltmore Hotel on Sep
tember 17. Before sports talk 
show host Mike Greenberg, the 
featured speaker, appeared, the 
audience of more than 300 had 
time to meet and gr eet both old 
and new friends 

Sharon Gaines, chair of the 
Alliance board, welcomed the 
more than 300 guests and in
vited all to participate in the 
wealth of programs, events and 
services that the Alliance offers COURTESY J EWISH ALLIANCE OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

FALL RIVER, Mass. - In 1958, 
a young optometrist in Fall 
River saw a need: The children 
of poor and working class par
ents were unable to afford col
lege. Dr. Irving Fradkin saw a 
waste of talent and potential 
and set out to fill that need. 
He started selling one dollar 
memberships to what became 
Scholarship America, the par
ent of thousands of local chap
ters of Dollars for Scholars (see 
the Aug.2 issue of The Jewish 
Voice for related stories, "Dis
persed Hope High alums help 
send kids to college" and "An 
American dreamer). Three bil
lion dollars and two million 
scholars later, Dr. Fradkin sat 
for an interview with The Jew
ish Voice. Excerpts follow: 

A. I sta rted helping my father 
in his bakery and intended to 
stay in that business. I hurt my 
hip playing football in school 
and could no longer be a baker. 
So I started taking college throughout the year. She said, Susan Leach DeBlasio and Mike Greenberg at the Jewish Alliance 

FRADKIN I 8 GREENBERG I 16 Annual Campaign Launch. 

Jewish day schools try new models for success 
BY URIEL HEILMAN 

AKRON, Ohio (JTA) - During a High 
Holy Day discussion about repentance in 
Sarah Greenblatt's Jewish values class, 
not all the students are listening. One girl 
stares out the window at the azure sky. 
Another sits in the back, doodling. 

But a boy in the front row wearing a 
creased black skullcap sits transfixed, 
notebook open, pencil poised. 

"Why is reflection and repentance so 
important around Rosh Hashanah?" 
Greenblatt asks. The boy's hand shoots 
up. 

"The Torah, and also the Bible, tells 
us how to live right, how to get right and 
how to stay right," he says. 

This might be a typical scene in any 
Jewish day school except for one thing -
the boy isn't Jewish. 

Fifth-grader Seth Pope is one of 58 non
Jewish students at the Lippman School, 
Akron's only Jewish day school. 

Four years ago, the school - then known 
as the Jerome Lippman Jewish Commu
nity Day School - was teetering. Enroll
ment had tumbled to 63 students, 33 of 
them Jews, and it was unclear whether 
the school could survive. 

Like a number of day schools in 

Jewish communities with dwindling 
populations, Lippman for years had been 
accepting a few non-Jewish students, but 
without any modifications to the Jewish
focused curriculum. 

With the 46-year-old school at a crisis 
point, however, board members decided 
some fundamental changes were neces
sary. They changed the school's name, 
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COMMUNITY The Jewish Voice 

Dr. Fred Scheff - in tune with himself 

BY IRINA MISSIURO 
Special to The Jewish Voice 

WARWICK - Dr. Fredric Scheff, 
the Temple Shalom cantor and 
the star of the Ocean State The
atre Company's Les Miserables, 
whose list of accomplishments 
is as impressive as his voice, 
turns out to be a realist. He re
cently sat for an interview with 
The Jewish Voice and shared 
some of his professional and 
parenting philosophy. 

Perhaps influenced by a 
lifetime of performing in the
ater, where he attempts to be 
as truthful as possible, Dr. 
Scheff answers questions in a 
straightforward manner, leads 
life as a pragmatist, and dodges 
adversity with the skill of a sea
soned professional. 

Recently, during Yorn Kip
pur services at Temple Shalom, 
the Conservative synagogue in 
Middletown, he arrived on the 
bimah with a huge cold. At first, 
the cantor rationalized the bad 
luck by thinking that God was 
testing him: "God was say
ing, 'I need to play with Fred, 
make him humble.' And then 
I thought, no, God's got better 
things to do than micromanage 
my being sick." He says that, in 
times like these, he usually ap
plies everything he's learned 
about surviving professionally 
as a singer. Scheff knows it's go-

Balances singing, acting, teaching, cantoring 

ing to be a really long night, but 
he also takes nothing for grant
ed, so he just keeps reminding 
himself that every breath he 
takes is one breath closer to the 
end of the next thing he has to 
do. Then, he gets his sense of 
relief and moves on. 

What gets the cantor going 
and inspires him is his Jove for 
his work which, incidentally, 
he doesn't consider to be work. 
For him, singing is as natural 
as breathing, "I like going in to 
do what I Jove to do." He start
ed his journey on the bimah of 
Temple Am David in Warwick 
when he was a child. He grew 
up under the tutelage of Irving 
Pole and Natan Subar. Recall-

ing fondly his work with Karl 
Kritz at Camp Ramah, he says 
that he longs to be back there, 
camping out around the shul. 

A huge proponent of togeth
erness and passionate involve
ment, the cantor compares that 
experience to his time in an 

Israeli kibbutz, where he stud
ied for a semester while in high 
school. Just as prayer is most 
powerful as a communal activ
ity, the same reasoning applies 
to witnessing a theater perfor
mance. 

Scheff believes that his great 
teachers influenced him so 
much because they loved what 
they did and that showed in 

their work. He shares, "I re
member seeing in Irving Pole's 
eyes as he was singing the 
music that this was a Jiving, 
breathing thing, not something 
from a museum. 

"When you listen to 
Beethoven, you realize he 
wrote this because he had to. 
When you sing it, it's because 
you have to. Sitting in front of 
your twelve-inch TV in your 
dorm room [waving] your ciga
rette lighter ... playing music is 
not the same as being in Cen
tral Park with a half million 
other people." To Cantor Scheff, 
it's important to feel that ener
gy. He knows that people go to 
the theater because they want 
to be moved, "It's much more 
pleasurable to hold hands with 
somebody while holding your 
cigarette lighter than to be 
there alone." 

Because it's his job to con
vey information to people in a 
memorable manner, the theater 
singer gives his all in each per
formance. "If you don't ·love do
ing it, you won't eajoy it your
self. You will be unhappy, and 
then everybody who's with and 
around you will be unhappy as 
a result." He has an inherent 
enthusiasm for his work and he 
wouldn't have it any other way. 
The cantor explains, "To con-
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BRIAN SU LLIVAN 

Barbara Sheer, left, and Marilyn Katz enjoyed the program. 

Home Sweet Home jumpstarts 
Women's Alliance Annual Campaign 

BY TRINE LUSTIG 
Two dozen women gathered at the home 
of Mitzi Berkelhammer on Sept.12 for a 
"special edition" Lion of Judah Home 
Sweet Home event to hear about pro
grams sponsored by the Jewish Alli
ance of Greater Rhode Island and to 
make their commitment to the Annual 
Campaign. "This is such a wonderful 
way to jumpstart the campaign and 
create momentum," 
said Berkelhammer, 

between people and Jewish tradition 
and culture. Even if these services 
haven't touched you directly, they 
might have played a role in the life of 
your child, grandchild, neighbor or col
league." 

Linda Miller and Claire Perlman, 
participants on the Alliance Cuba Mis
sion in April, recounted the highlights 
of the trip. They spoke about the pov-

erty in Cuba and the 
meager rations sup-

who chairs the Lion of 
Judah program at the 
Alliance (for women 
who donate more than 
$5,000 annually). The 
women raised $120,000 
in a few short hours; 
these donations will 

"Each woman can 
make a significant 
contribution to the 
Jewish community." 

. plied by the govern
ment. Miller noted, 
"The · Jewish com
munity is greatly as
sisted by missions 
that visit on a weekly 
basis and have cre-

help feed the hungry, 
assist the elderly and engage families 
in the Jewish community. 

Michelle Cicchitelli, Director of Jew
ish Life at the Alliance, spoke about the 
impact of the programs the Alliance 
delivers. She noted that through Sha
lom Rhode Island/ Community Con
cierge, Jewish Volunteer Connection, 
Shalom Baby and Mothers Circle, the 
Alliance has connected with people in 
more than 180 zip codes and has sent 
books to more than 1,300 children in 
the past five years. She said, "We have 
welcomed more than 100 new families 
and more than 300 new babies to Rhode 
Island. We have helped mothers learn 
how to raise Jewish children and have 
aided in the formation of relationships 

ated their own phar
macy funded by 

tourists." In addition, donors are sup
porting a program to buy milk for kids 
and ensure that the Jewish commu
nity receives extra food and supplies. 
Perlman educated the group about the 
history of Cuba and added "most of the 
services for the Jewish community are 
organized by The Joint Distribution 
Committee (JDC), which also brings a 
rabbi once a month from Argentina to 
conduct Jewish ceremonies, such as 
weddings, b'rit milah ceremonies and 
burials." In addition, the JDC funds a 
_young married couple living in Cuba 
who serve as community organizers. 
The JDC is funded by Federations 
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Karen James, 1972 Olympian, a witness to history 
Recounts 1972 Murders of Eleven Israeli Olympians 

BY IRINA MISSIURO 
Special to the J1;1wish Voice 

PROVIDENCE - On a chilly 
Tuesday night, more than 300 
donors gathered at the Biltmore 
Hotel to help kick off the Jew
ish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island's 2014 Annual Campaign 
(see companion story on page 1). 
After a delicious pre-reception, 
Pacesetter Co-Chair Ralph Pos
ner welcomed and thanked the 
generous people in the room. 

He spoke about the impor
tance of their giving, citing 
some stunning numbers and 
encouraging the audi1mce to 
think about all the Rhode Is
landers who are less fortunate. 
Ron Markoff, co-chair of the 
Pacesetter division for eight 
years, took over the podium to 
recite a poem he wrote for the 
occasion. In it, he assured ev
eryone that they've been forgiv
en during Yorn Kippur and now 
should invest in another year of 
good health by donating to the 
Alliance. "Remember that you 
are a Jew and, unfortunately, 
we are so few. What a differ
ence your gift will make to all 
the needy people for goodness 
sake." 

Jeffrey Savit, president and 
CEO .of tbe Alliance, reflected 
how "fortunate our community 
is to have you all as our major 
stakeholders and investors. 

Your support enables us, with tired and because it was 3 a.m., 
our partner agencies, to do so they decided to climb a chain-
many great things for those link fence to avoid a longer 
in need right here in Rhode walk to the gate. Scaling the 
Island, in Israel, and abroad." fence along with them were 

Sharon Gaines, the new some men, who didn't look 
chair of the Alliance, wel- threatening to her. These men, 
corned Karen James, the she learned later, turned out to 
guest of the Sept. 17 special be part of the Palestine Libera-
presentation, during which tion Organization faction. 
James shared her experience Because there was so little 
as witness to the terrorist at- security, they were able to in-
tack on the Israeli athletes filtrate the village, killing two 

. at the 1972 Munich Olympic Israelis immediately and hold-
Games. , ing nine others hostage. Con-

James, who looks as if she fined in the Canadian Medi-
could still swim competitive- cal Building for the rest of 
ly, began her story with her the day, James witnessed the 
childhood. Even though she BRIAN suLuv,N negotiations with the Palestin-
grew up in a mixed house- _Ki_a_re_n_Ji_a_m_es _________ ian leader, whose weapons she 
hold, she attended Hebrew could see clearly. Along with 
school and followed all the nine others, she crammed 
Jewish holidays and tradi- into a shower stall to see the 
tions. Yet, when asked about blindfolded Israelis led onto a 
a Bat Mitzvah, she said she bus that was to take them to 
refused to have one because the airport. Afterward, she 
she was so focused on com- heard that they were safe. Of 
petitive swimming. course, that was not true - all 

She jumped at the chance nine perished after a grenade 
to participate in the 1965 was thrown into their heli-
Maccabiah Games in Israel. on air." The motto "Was "faster, copter. 
While there, she traveled to the higher, stronger, with emphasis Finding out what really hap-
Dead Sea and to Jerusalem; the on peaceful competition." Little pened, James decided not to 
city, still divided then, reso- did she know that her happiest stay for the closing ceremony. 
nated with tension. For more day was about to be cut short by She was appalled that the vie
than ten years, James worked horrific events. tims• · names were never men
toward becoming a member of Following a hoi;;key game, tioned and was not satisfied 
Canada's Olympic swim team. James was heading back to the with the statement of the Inter
Having reached her goal for tJ:i_e Athletes' Village with some national Olympic Committee's 
1972 Games, she was "walking friends. Because they were president, Avery Brundage, 

who said, "The Games must go 
on." Seeing nations raise their 
flags in victory while the Israe
lis carried their dead in coffins 
was not something she wanted 
to be a part of. James put her ex
perience at the Olympics aside, 
not allowing herself to think of 
the incident until 22 years later, 
during a conversation with an
other athlete, who shared the 
memory. 

Ten years ago, she started 
to take steps to reclaim her 
heritage. While chairing swim
ming events for the Maccabiah 
Games, James was inspired 
to tell her story to the 10,000 
people who attended the open
ing ceremonies. When she was 
done, many embraced her, 
bringing her to tears. This posi
tive experience led to her recon
nection with her Jewish roots. 
James participated in an Israeli 
memorial day for the fallen and 
took on other community phil
anthropic endeavors. 

Three years ago, she was of
fered the honor of carrying the 
Olympic torch at the Vancouver 
Winter Olympic Games. Attend
ing an exhibit at the Vancouver 
Holocaust Education Center, 
James was shocked to see a still 
from "Olympia," Leni Riefens
tahl's film of the 1936 Olympics 
in.Berlin. Learning that Hitler 
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BY ARTHUR C. NORMAN 
anorman@jewishallianceri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Mia Acker-
man (D-Dist. 45, Cumberland, 
Lincoln), Sen. Joshua Miller 
(D-Dist. 28, Cranston, Provi
dence), Attorney General Pe
ter F. Kilmartin and Marty 
Cooper of the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island's 
Community Relations Coun
cil (CRC) joined Gov. Lincoln 
Chafee at the State House on 
Tuesday, Sept. 17, for the cere
monial bill signing of the Iran 
divestment legislation, which 
gives Rhode Island permission 
to divest from all companies 
conducting business with the 
countr y. 

"It has become evident that 
we cannot take our eyes off of 
Iran, which has been develop
ing nuclear weapons," Rep
resentative Ackerman said. 
"Perhaps more alarming is the 
country's links to worldwide 
terrorism. 

" It is our job as a country -
and the world's job, really - to 
ensure balance and peace. We 
must take a stand against in
justice. I believe today we have 
fulfilled what little diplomatic 
role we have as a state in the 
signing of this bill. We must re
member moving forward that 
peace is the only endgame." 

Senator Miller added, "I 
want to thank my colleagues 
in the legislature, as well as 
the attorney general and the 
governor, for recognizing the 
importance of cutting ties with 
companies that engage in busi
ness with this volatile country. 
As leaders, it is imperative 
that we take a stand against 
a regime that seems to ignore 
the rules of the road of being a 
good global citizen. We must 
do what is necessary to send 
a firm message to the Iranian 
government." 

As of June, Rhode Island 
became one of 29 states to en
act similar legislation and 
policies. The new law requires 
the state Retirement · Board 
to identify all companies in 
which the public fund has di
rect or indirect holdings in 
companies with business op-
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Governor Chafee signs Iran Divestment Bill 
CRC's Marty Cooper instrumental 

/ 

Governor Lincoln Chafee signs 
the Iran Divestment bill. 

erations in Iran within 90 days 
of the effective date. The State 
Investment Commission then 
has the ability to send written 
notice of possible divestment 
to companies found to have 
direct holdings. Each of those 
companies then has 90 days to 
cease scrutinized operations 
or convert them to inactive op
erations, otherwise leaving the 
public fund to divest according 
to a statutory schedule. 

The state genera 1 treasurer 
will follow a similar process 
with state contracts. C_ompa
nies that either provide false 

subject to a civil penalty of $1 
million or twice the amount of 
the current contract, termina
tion of the contract and ineligi
bility to bid on a state contract 
for three years. Representative 
Ackerman and Senator Miller 
sponsored the bills on behalf 
of Attorney General Kilmar
tin. 

"Rhode Island has taken a 
strong stand against a regime 
that state-spon-

sored terrorism and human 
rights violations by divesting 
all state funds from compa
nies that directly or indirectly 
do business with Iran ," said 
Kilmartin. "Companies that 
wish to continue 'business as 
usual' in Iran should be sub
ject to debarment from state 
government contracts. The 
prospect of debarment is one 
of the most effective ways to 
compel corporations to end the 

( 

Iran business. Further, it is 
one of the most effective tools 
we have to affect change in 
Iran." 

Marty Cooper, working 
with United Against Nuclear 
Iran credits Attorney Gen
eral Kilmartin as, "the real 
champion here. He believed 
that states were uniquely posi
tioned to take a stand on an in
ternational issue. [Kilmartin] 
believes this is not an Israel 
issue, not a Middle East issue, 
but a global issue." 

Cooper had a hand, with Sen. 
Miller and Rep. Chris Blaze
jewski (D-Dist. 2, Providence), 
in drafting the bill. He testified 
in committee and advocated, 
through the CRC, for its pas
sage. Earlier this year, Shai 
Bazak, consul general oflsrael 
to New England, testified in 
favor of the law in front of the 
House Finance Committee. 

Almost three years ago, the 
U.S. Congress passed the Com
prehensive Iran Sanctions, 
Accountability and Divest
ment Act of 2010. It is under 
the provisions of the act that 
states like Rhode Island are 
authorized to pursue divest
ment from companies that do 
business with Iran. 

• certification or fail to demon
strate that they have ceased 
business ties with Iran can be 

Governor Lincoln Chafee, R.I. Attorney General Peter Kilmartin, Rep. Mia Ackerman, Sen. Joshua 
Miller, and CRC Director Martin Cooper attended the Iranian Divestment Bill signing on Sept. 17. 
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FROMPAGE2 THEATER 
vey without the joy of doing it is 
like the most beautiful-looking 
challah that's made out of Sty
rofoam. If a challah tastes good, 
it doesn't matter if it's lopsided 
and a little lumpy. If it looks 
perfect, but it tastes bad, then 
what's the point?" 

Of course, passion is not 
enough to keep the audience's 
attention. You must also study 
until you learn to amaze in a 
seemingly effortless way. Dr. 
Scheff believes that "it's the dis
cipline of practice that allows 
you to do all the things that 
makes the audience happy." 

he is also bringing home a 
paycheck that's necessary to 
buy a house and everything 
that goes in it. He feels that 
earning a living to support his 
family is more important than 
missing a celebration; he has no 
regrets about the choices he's 
made. 

The Jewish Voice 

In order to stay true to his own 
beliefs and maintain a stellar 
work ethic, the cantor had to 
rely on his family to support 
his role as a breadwinner and 
forgive his absences from some 
important events, such as 

Similarly wise is Jean 
Va]jean, his character in Les 
Miserables. Va]jean thinks that 
the survival of a child outweighs 
a broken window pane (the shop 
window Valjean breaks to get 
bread for a starving child). Dr. 
Scheff thinks the show will be 
a huge success because of the 
size and the immediacy of the 
Ocean State Theater. "To be 
able to see a show as epic as Les 
Miserables in a space as inti
mate as this venue is really a 
gift. To perform it here, where 

Judy Mann, Dale Salmanson, and Joyce Robinson. 

graduations. He ,---------------------, 
credits his wife, 
"a Navy brat," 
who was used to 
such a lifestyle 
since her dad 
would be away 
on a regular 

CEAN STATE 
HEATRE 

OMPANY 

FROM PAGE 4 KAREN JAMES 

basis. Scheff 
doesn't think 
that he was the one who had to 
give things up to choose work: 
"Was it a sacrifice that I had
to make or was it a sacrifice 
that my family made so that I 
could go on tour?" He justifies 
his time away from the home 
as a necessary element of 
combining passion with 
survival. Yes, he is traveling 
and doing what he loves; but 

small gestures [can be easily] 
read, it doesn't have to feel Wag
nerian in its execution to make 
it effective. I'm reveling in the· 
opportunity to do this." 

Irina Missiuro (IMissiuro@ 
gmail.com), a freelance writer 
and editor, is a Providence resi
dent. 

had started torch relay races 
in 1936 with the intention of 
demonstrating that classical 
Greece was an Aryan forerun
ner and to convey the growing 
influence of the Third Reich, 
James faced a dilemma - after 
all, she was to be a torch bear
er and would see the film on 
the bus ride to her spot. 

She contacted the office for 
the torch bearers and asked 
that the video not be used. Be
coming an advocate, James at
tended a media event, where 
she spoke about the wrong
ness of "Olympia's" inclusion. 
After the segment was fea-

H LLEL PRESENTS 

DARKNESS 
ACADEMY AWf\RD NOMINAIEL) BEST FOREIGN FILM, 20 11 

WITH SCREENWRITER DAVID SHAMOON 
Wednesday, October 2 at 7 pm 

Swan Hall Auditorium 
60 Upper College Road, Kingston, RI 

FREE and open to the public 

In Darkness is based on a true story. The year is 1943. The scene is Lvov, Poland. Leopold Socha, a sewer worker 
and petty thief, one day encounters a group of Jews trying to escape the liquidation of the ghetto. He hides 
them for money in the labyrinth of the town's sewers. The film explores all aspects of their unlikely alliance-

their interactions, their deep misgivings, and their emotional and moral awakenings. 

Special Guest David F. Sha moon, Executive Producer and screenwriter of In Darkness 
will speak about the people and the filming of this extraordinary, true story. 

The screening is co-sponsored by the URI Multicultural Center, the Film/Media Program at the Harrington 
School of Communication and Media, the Student Entertainment Committee and the URI Chaplains Association:' · 

Funding from the Fela and David Shapell Foundation and the URI Student Affairs Diversity Fund. 

For more information contact URI Hillel at 401-874-2740. 
www.urihillel.org 

tured on the news, the offend
ing video was removed. It was 
important for James to speak 
out: "I didn't stay quiet. No one 
else had said anything." 

Unfortunately, speaking 
out doesn't always work. Be
fore the 2012 London Summer 
Olympics, more than 100,000 
people signed a petition ask
ing the International Olympic 
Committee to honor the 11 Is
raelis with a minute of silence; 
the Committee refused to re
member the tragedy. In fact, 
the surviving perpetrators 
were never put on trial. In her 
mind, justice was never done 

and James feels obligated to 
repeat her story, a transform
ing experience for her, as well 
as for her listeners. James 
says, "It has given my life im
mense rewards and purpose. I 
departed from my heritage, re
ligion, and people, but I chose 
to come back." She encourages 
all of us to "live the values 
of chesed, tzedakah, and tik
kun olam." 
Irina Missiuro (IMissiuro@ 
gmail.com), a freelance writ
er .and editor, is a Providence 
resident. 

l.";irl\· ( .h1l,\h()lltl - 12th ~Lltk. ( :i)-l"ll 

Moses Brown School 
Not your typical Open House 

Saturday, October 19 

Where Quaker Education Builds 
· . Confidence &~acter 

:f$J ~ 
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Gr,1d11ates of Quake, schools are 
,ntellecwally CllflOLJS and thollghtf,rl leaders. 
s0C1ally 1espons1ble and conf,denr C1t1zens. 
collaborat,ve and ueat,ve problem solvers. 
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University of Rhode Island Hillel hits the road Season Opening of the 
Gallery at Temple Habonim 

Illustrations, Photography 

Students raise funds, awareness for two good causes 
BY SAMANTHA BUCCO 
Special to The Jewish Voice 

What is tzedakah? It is a fundamental tenet of 
Judaism, the heart of who we are as Jews. To 
m~. tzedakah is not a choice; it is a mitzvah, ah 
obligation, that we should all fulfill . The root 
of the Hebrew word is tzedek, which means jus
tice or righteousness. I believe we do not give to 
charity out of kindness alone; we perform these 
acts to create a just world. 

At the University of Rhode Island Hillel, stu
dents are working together to do just that. This 
semester, they are taking part in two walks. 
The first is "AIDS Project Rhode Island's Walk, 
AIDS Walk for Life." It takes place at the State 
House in Providence on Sept. 28th, starting at 
9 a.m. While this is only the second year our 
team is participating, we are all very happy 
and committed to be supporting the AIDS Proj
ect. So far, we have raised $225 for the cause. To 

and Wall Art 
Three artists with very different styles and medium 
are exhibiting in the September/October show at the 
Gallery at Temple Habonim. The opening wine and 
cheese reception and an opportunity to meet the art
ists will be held on Sunday, Sept. 22, 1:00-3:00 p.m., at 
the Temple, 165 New Meadow Road in Barrington. 

Barrington resident R.W. Alley has illustrated 
more than one hundred children's books, including 
the popular Paddington Bear series. He has also col
laborated with his wife, award-winning children's 
book writer Zoe B.Alley. 

W. Robert Kemp recently retired as an attorney · 
for Textron to pursue his lifelong interest, his love of 
photography. 

Roberta Segal is exhibiting her wall art in a variety 
of medium including oils, acrylics, collage, prints and 
her most recent technique, encaustics. 

congtribute, log into FirstGiving.com and find 2012 ''AIDS Project Rhode Island's Walk, AIDS Walk for Life" 
URI Hillel's team. You'll be able to click the Do-

The show will be up through Oct. 29. 

For more information: email gallery@templeha
bonim.org or call the Temple at 245-6536. nate button and join our supporters. 

Our team will also be meeting at the Rhode 
Island Convention Center in Providence at 8:30 a.m. 
on Oct. 6th to walk for the American Cancer Society's 
"Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk." As cap
tain of our team, I'm happy to report that, so far, we 
have raised 50 percent of our goal. There's still time left, 
so if you'd like to join our team or donate, Jog onto Mak
ing Strides Against Breast Cancer site and search for 
URI Hillel. We need almost $500 to make our goal and, 
with your help, we can make that happen! If you or any
one you know has been touched by breast cancer, think 
about donating to the cause. We have participated in 
this walk for several years and we are all very passion
ate about finding a cure. 

For more information on making a difference, contact 
Samantha Bucco1(samanthabucco@my.uri.edu.) 
Samantha Bucco is a junior at the University of Rhode 
Island. She is majoring in Animal Science. 

T he Alliance JCC 1s a division 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rho 

J-Fitness 
at the Alliance JCC 

Our team of health & wellness professionals are 
committed to providing fitness for everyBODY · 
- people of all ages and abilities - in a friendly. --·· 

' and ctpp_r9ach~ble environment; · 

AtJ-Fitriess; you .have access .to: 
Indoor heated pool -

• . Cardio machines 
• .. Free-weight area _ 
• Fit Forever classes · for Seniors 

• Spinning™' 
Zumba™ 

• Yoga 
• Pilates mat classes, and much more! 

J-Fitness now offers the BeWell program .. .free for members! 
This exciting new program empowers our members to track 

their fitness & wellness goals online and using a smartphone app. 

Speak to a }-Fitness staff member to team more! 

40 I Elmgrove Avenue I Providence, RI 
40 1.421.411 I I coming soon ... www.jewishallianceri .org 

• Alliance 

JCC 
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FROM PAGE 1 FRADKIN 
courses that, eventually, 
turned me into an optometrist. 
Being on crutches gave me a 
compassion for other people, 
people who have difficulties. 

Once I graduated, and believ
ing in tikkum olam, I saw this 
as a way to help make the world 
a better place. [The late] Sam 
Levenson (the famed Jewish 
comedian and raconteur of the 
1950s, '60s and '70s) met me and 
gave me the name "the optimis
tic optometrist." 

Q. Why did he call you that? 
A. Because I see this [the na

tional scholarship program] 
not as an optometrist program 
but as a way to help people and 
to make a better world. I real
ized that if I never had had an 
education, I couldn't become an 
optometrist, I couldn't make a 
living, I couldn't help others. 
It's about people. 

Every time I had a high school 
kid as a patient, I asked what 
they wanted to do, but when 
they told me they had to drop 
out of school to help support 
their family or had no money 
to go to college, I said to myself 
that if everyone in Fall River 
gave a dollar, then every high 
school graduate could afford to 
go to college. I ran for school 
board - and lost. But I went to 
the school board, the newspa
per and the local rabbi and told 
them of my plans. They were 
astonished - 'you want to raise 
$1000?!' I told them we wouldn't 
know if we could if we didn't 
try. 

I sold one dollar member
ships to what became Dollars 

for Scholars. One by one, com
munity and business leaders 
gave money and, instead of the 
initial plan to give 15 scholar- · 
ships, we were able to give 24. 
The deal with the kids was that, 
if they received a scholarship, 
they would, if they could, give 
back to their own community 
when they graduated. And we 
had great results! 

My brother helped me start 
the second chapter in Pittsfield, 
Mass. Once people and corpora
tions knew that the money they 
raised and gave [in their own 
community] was going to stay 
in their own community, they 
were happy [and] eager to give. 
Then Barrington, then Bristol, 
then Warren (all Rhode Island 
towns) wanted chapters and, by 
1960 we had 11 chapters. (Frad
kin smiles broadly when he 
speaks about how the Scholar
ship America program started 
to spread across the country in 
1960.) We now have more than 
1,000 chapters across America. 

Q. Are the chapters and 
programs just for public 
school kids? 

A. No. We added kids in the 
parochial schools. They are all 
God's children, aren't they? It 
doesn't make a difference to me. 
We started an interfaith coun
cil in Fall River because we 
felt that by getting people of all 
groups together, it would break 
down barriers. 

Q. You've helped so many 
people. Who has helped you 
along the way? 

A. My wife Charlotte, my 
bashert (destined partner), is 

Join us for 

my best helper. I traveled a 
lot. It was difficult for her. Had 
she said to stop, I would have 
stopped, but she supported me 
in everything I did. Charlotte is 
my biggest helper. 

Q. What motivates you 
to keep doing this after all 
these years? 

A. Tzedakah (giving, giving 
back) and tikkun olam. That's 
what motivates me. The pur
pose for doing this is to leave 
things better than you found it. 
Give kids a dream and hope and 
you'll make a better country. 

Q. You've accomplished so 
much. Some would say it's 
time to slow down, make 
time to relax, to spend more 
time with your children, 
grandchildren and great 
grandchildren, but now 
you're involved in a new ven
ture. Tell us about that. 

A. The American Dream 
Challenge is a writing con
test designed to help kids stay 
in school. I saw kids, 13- and 
14-year-old kids and saw them 
dropping out and giving up ... I 
started [the program] in fourth 
grade .. . something they would 
have to think about. What is 
the value of country? What 
is patriotism? I wanted them 
to know that they could earn 
[vouchers for] money in fourth , 
sixth, eighth and tenth [grades] 
. . . vouchers that they could not 
cash in until they show a col
lege acceptance letter. The ac-

What's "Jewish" About Cancer? 

Featuring: t:, ~r~wt~~y~ci~E~st~nI@ 
Join the conversation to understand the importance of knowing your family 
history and learn more about how Sharsheret's free national programs and 

services can help you and your family. ' 

Sunday, October 6 I 3:00pm 
Brown RISO Hillel 
The Glenn and Darcy Weiner Center 

· 80 Brown Street Providence, RI 02906 

RSVP for this FREE event: kclarkson@jewishallianceri.org by October 2. 

Event Chair: Tina Odessa 
Host Committee: 
Randi-Beth Beranbaum 
Mitzi Berkelhammer 
Susan Froehlich 
Sharon -Gaines 
Robin Homonoff 

In partnership with: · 

Amanda Isenberg 
Susan Odessa 
Maxine Richman 
Nicole Steckler 

Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island, Jewish Family Service, & Brown RISD Hillel 

ceptance was amazing! Very 
exciting! 

Q. Do any individual sto
ries stand·out of scholarship 
kids coming back to thank 
you? 

A. I had a serious heart attack 
in 1988 and I was in intensive 
care . . . and this pretty nurse 
came over to me. 'Do you know 
who I am? I'm Pauline (DeMel
lo) Sardina. I was the seventh of 
eight children - no money to go 
to sch_ool. I wanted to become a 
nurse. My father was not work
ing and along you came with a 
scholarship. I'm going to help 
you now. I'm going to help you 
get better.' 

(Dr. Fradkin mentioned in a 
preliminary phone conversa
tion that he was hoping to get 
to see Providence Mayor Angel 
Taveras and Providence School 
Superintendent Susan Lusi 
to put a Dollars for Scholars 
chapter in every high school in 
Providence.) 

Dollars for 
SCHOLARS~ 
A ProQram of Scholarshio America• 

Q. How's that going? 
A. If I'm able to see them, 

I'll be able to show them that 
this program will help reduce 
crime, gang violence and help 
raise taxes. [It's] simple. More 
education, better communities. 
When people work with their 
elected officials, that's how de
mocracy is supposed to work . 
I'd like to get the message out to 
the Mayor, to the parents, to the 
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kids that every kid can live the 
American dream. God doesn't 
make junk! Every kid can suc
ceed. If you give that brain a 
dream and hope and support, 
there's no telling how far they 
can go. 

Q. What's the best advice 
you've received? 

A. That's easy. Joe Martins, 
the former superintendent of 
schools in Fall River, now on 
the Fall River school board 
[says] his whole dream is 'give 
these kids a pathway, show 
them it can be done.' That's 
good advice. 

Q. What advice do you have 
for the student or parent who 
may be struggfuig financially? 

A. You have God's gift. You 
can make a difference for your
self, your family, your commu
nity and your country. Get the 
best education you can. You 
will have a much better life and 
be able to live the American 
dream, as I have. 

Q. You're always on the go, 
speaking to groups, starting 
new chapters, being inter
viewed. How do you relax? 

A. I'm doing it. I'm doing what 
I love. I'm married to a wonder
ful woman for 66 years. I have 
three kids, four grandkids and 
nine great-grandchildren. Can 
you be any richer than that? 

Editor's note: Subsequent to 
this interview, Irving Fradkin 
was interviewed in New York 
City on Sept.17 by Katie Courie 
for her national television show 
- as of this writing, the on-air 
date has not been announced. 

PROGRAM IN JUDAIC STUDIES 
BROWN UNIVERSITY 

presents 

Professor Israel Bartal 
Hebrew University 

"Imperial Identities: Nationalism, Politics 
and Culture in Early 20th Century Israel" 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2013 
Time: 7:30 P.M. 

Place: Petteruti Lounge 
(Faunce House, Main Green) 

Professor Israel Barta! is the Avraham Harman Professor 
of Jewish History and the former dean of the Faculty of 
Humanities at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. A 
~ odd-renowned scholar of the history and culture of 

Eastern European Jewry, Jewish nationalism, and the Jews 
of Palestine in the pre-Zionist era, Professor Barta! has 

written numerous publications, including The Jews of Eastern 
Europe: 1772- 1881 (Universityof Pe,msylv-ania Press, 2005, 
2006) and Cossack and Bedouin: Land and People in Jewish 

Nationalism (Tel Aviv: Am Oved Publishers, 2007). 
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Moondance International 
Film Festival Premiere 

DOVJD MEYER: The Orphan From Jerusalem 

Written and directed 
by Rabbi Moshe Mones 
(Paul Mones on Google 
and imdb.com) and 
produced by Mones 
and Darren Schwartz, 
this film, on the re
demptive power of 
faith , parallels Mones' 
own life. 

Mones became ser i
ously ill in 2010 and, by 
the next year, he could 
barely walk. His doc
tor introduced him to 
Darren Schwartz, who 
tolds · him of a small 
book he had read: 
"DOVID MEYER: The 
orphan From Jerusa
lem." Mones read the 
book and it was, in-
deed, something spe-

DOVID MEYER 
A FILM BY 

MOSHE PAUL MONES 

cial, a blessing. A gift. A miracle. From it, Mones has learned that 
life is full of immeasurable surprises. 

A brief synopsis of the film: the Kalmans, a proper British, non
observant Jewish family, think they are hiring an au pair for their 
two children. Hoping for a Mary Poppins-type nanny, the family is 
shocked when the au pair who appears on their doorstep is Dovid 
Meyer, a 13-year-old Hasidic boy. They agree to keep him for few 
days, not knowing how he is about to change their lives. One young 
boy, full of life, humor and faith, brings a spiritual awakening to 
the Kalmans and unites two desperate families as he spreads his 
wisdom, wonder and magic into our world. 

Premiere sho}'ving Sunday, Sept. 29, a~ 2:00 p.m. at the Art Cj n€1-
mas, 27 Coogan Blvd.,OldeMistick Village, Mystic, Conn. for t,\ck
eting information and showtimes, call 860-536-4228. 

www.BonnieSellsHouseS.com 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 

'/ cl !io11111c\ J:r;1aic11n tl,11-k fur 1·011111 _'li/3' 

Why I advertise 

Advertising in The Jewish Voice &Herald 
has been an effective tool for us. In The Jewish 
Voice & H erald, we can communicate our 
message with great results. lts readers, who 
represent our target audience, read the paper 
from cover to cover! 

Laurie C . Robinson 
Owner, E-r.'l'nt Planning Sptriali1tJ, LLC 

East Greenwich 
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New York Style Icon Tziporah Salamon to Speak and 
Exhibit Archival Fashion Collection 

PROVIDENCE - New York 
street style icon, stylist and 
model Tziporah Salamon 
will perform her one woman 
show, "The Fabric of My Life: 
A Sartorial Autobiography," 
on Thursday, Oct. 3, from 7 
p.m. - 9 p.m. at the RISD Au
ditorium, 17 Canal St., Provi
dence. This free event is host
ed by Wayland Square's Clad 
in boutique, which encourag
es all women, of all sizes and 
ages, to develop a creative, 
personal style and to have fun 
with fashion. 

A favorite subject of ac
claimed photographers Bill 
Cunningham, Ike Ude and 
Ari Seth Cohen, Tziporah 
regularly graces the New 
York Times Style section 
and is frequently featured in 
Advanced Style. In addition 
to working as a stylist, per
formance artist and teacher 
at Parson's, The New School 
for Design, Tziporah has 
modeled for Lanvin and in 
Australian Vogue. Her inter
nationally-sourced archival 
wardrobe has served as in-

spiration to su Donna Karan, 
Ralph Lauren and Diane Von 
Furstenberg. (See tziporah
salamon.com,) 

In "The Fabric of My Life," 
Tziporah will use her leg
endary vintage and designer 
wardrobe to illustrate the sto
ry of her life. Born in Israel to 
Hungarian Jews who were 
Holocaust survivors, Tzipo
rah immigrated to the United 
States as a young child. In
spired by her parents, an ex
pert tailor and dressmaker, 
Tziporah realized from her 
earliest childhood the expres
sive beauty of clothing, not 
just for dressing, but also as a 
true art form. Tziporah's phi
losophy is that "people should 
strive not only to dress for 
their unique selves and their 
particular bodies, but with 
creativity, boldness and 
imagination, rather than be
ing slaves to current trends." 

As a follow-up to Tziporah's 
one-woman show, Clad in in
vites fashion lovers to their 
Westerly store, 32 Friendship 
St. Westerly, on Friday, Oct. 

4, from 1 p.m. - 3 p.m., for 
Tziporah's Art of- Dressing 
Seminar. Tziporah will cover 
all aspects of choosing and 
accessorizing outfits, using 
her unique wardrobe of rare 
vintage and designer clothes 
to teach the essential ele
ments of style. Tziporah will 
help guests learn how to craft 
and express their own signa
ture aesthetic. The seminar 
will be interactive and guests 
can enjoy "Bellinis, Brie and 
Banter," and are encouraged 
to wear their most inspired 
ensembles for a chance to win 
a $200 Clad in gift certificate 
and a photo studio portrait. 

For each event, there is a 
suggested, optional donation 
of $25, the proceeds of which 
will be donated to the Nation
al Council of Jewish Women, 
Rhode Island Section. 

For reservations, go to 
cladin.com or contact Les
lie Grant, Clad in Women's 
Clothing Boutique 497 Angell 
St., Providence, 454-8442 or 
lesliegrant@cladin.com. 

World View Lecture Series 

Distinguished academicians from three institutions of higher education in Rhode 
Island and Israel will be making presentations at Rhode Island College and the 
Alliance JCC on a variety of topics in the field of education and Judaic studies. 

Wednesday, October 2 
12:30- 5:15pm 
Alger Hall 110 
Rhode Island College 

• 600 Mt. Pleasant Avenue, Providence 

Thursday, October 3 
3:30- 5pm 
Alliance JCC Social Hall 
40 I Elmgrove Avenue, Providence 

The RIC program will include a keynote address, "The Israeli Educational System: 
Frameworks.Challenges, and Opportunities," delivered by Jack Pastor, dean of the 
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities and senior lecturer of history, at 
Oranim Academic College, Israel. 

The Alliance }CC program will include sessions on Holocaust art, Judaic studies, · 
science and _nature, inclusion in the early years of schooling, and meeting the math 
needs of students with special n_eeds. 

This lecture series is being offered by Project RI/CC (Rhode Island-Israel College 
Consrtium). The colleges involved are. Beit Berl Academic College in Kfar Saba, Oranim 
Academic College in Tivon, and Rhode Island College. 

For more information contact Marty Cooper at mcooper@jewishallianceri.org. 

,.,..,r.N() RHODE "'io g 1J &; ISLAND :s.d,I~ COLLEGE 
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CALENDAR 

Ongoing 
Alliance Kosher Senior Cafe. Kosher 

lunch and program provided every 
Wednesday and Friday. Alliance. 401 

· Elmgrove Ave., Providence. Noon -
lunch; 12:45 p.m. - program. $3 lunch 
donation from individuals 60+ or under-
60 with disabilities. Neal or Elaine. 
861-8800, ext. 107 

Am David Kosher Senior Cafe. Kosher 
lunch and program provided every 
weekday. Temple Am David. 40 Gar
diner St., Warwick. 11;15 a.m. - pro
gram; noon - lunch. $3 lunch donation 
from individuals 60+ or under-60 with 
disabilities. Elaine or Steve, 732-0047 

Continuing through 
October 29 

Illustrations, Photo,raphy and Wall 
Art at Habonim. Artists R. W. Alley, W. 
Robert Kemp and Roberta Segal exhibit 
their work. Temple Habonim. 165 New 
Meadow Road. Barrington. gallery@ 
templehabonim.org or 245-6536 

Friday I Sept. 27 
Simchat Torah 

Fitness Center 5 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Pool 5:30 
a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; ECC closed; J-Cation 
8 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Alliance offices closed 

Tuesday I Oct. 1 
92Y Live Program Features Malcolm 

Gladwell Simulcast. Bestselling author 
discusses 'Why are we so often sur
prised when underdogs win?' Temple 
Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave .• Providence. 
6:30 p.m. - Dinner; 8 p.m. - Program. 
$15 - dinner and program; $5 - pro
gram only/members; $10 - program 
only/non-members. 331-6070 

Wednesday I Oct. 2 
World View Lecture Series. Presenta

tions on education and Jewish studies. 
Dean Jack Pastor. Oranim Academic 
College, Israel. delivers keynote address 
"The Israeli Educational System: Frame
works. Challenges and Opportunities." 
followed by panel discussion. Alger Hall 
110. Rhode Island College. 600 Mount 
Pleasant Ave .. Providence. 12:30 - 5:15 
p.m. Ezra Stieglitz at estieglitz@ric.edu 
or456-8560 

Film and Discussion at _URI Hillel 'In 
Darkness." Oscar nominee for best 
foreign film of 2012. followed by discus
sion with screenwriter, David Shamoon. 
University of Rhode Island, Swan Hall 
Auditorium. 60 Upper College Rd .. 
Kingston. 7 p.m. hillel@urihillel.org 

ls~aeli Culture Through Film. 'The Flat.· 
an award-winning Israeli documentary. 
of emptying out a Tel Aviv flat. a story 
which develops into a riveting adven
ture, unexpected national interests. 
and a friendship that crosses family 
lines. Alliance JCC. 401 Elmgrove Ave .. 
Providence. 7 p.m. Erin Moseley at 
421-4111 ext. 108 

CALENDAR I COMMUNITY 

Thursday I Oct. 3 
World View Lecture Series. Sessions on 

Holocaust art, Judaic studies. science 
and nature, inclusion in the early years 
of schooling, and meeting the math 
needs of students with special needs. 
Alliance Jewish Community Center, 401 
Elmgrove Ave .. Providence. 3:30 - 5 
p.m. Marty Cooper at 421-4111 ext. 
171 or Ezra Stieglitz at estieglitz@ric. 
edu or 456-8560 

Opening Reception of Recent Work by 
Walter Feldman. Featuring collages 
honoring the victory in World War II and 
reliefs hand-painted on Japanese paper. 
Wine and light snacks. Exhibit contines 
through Nov. 15. gallery (401), Alliance 
JCC. 401 Elmgrove Ave .. Providence. 
7 p.m. Erin Moseley at 421-4111 ext. 
108 

Friday I Oct. 4 
Shabbat Alive/Shabbat Chai Service. 

Interactive Shabbat service with 
congregational participation combines 
musical instruments with traditional and 
new melodies. Prayer book with transla
tions and transliterations makes service 
accessible to everyone. Temple Emanu
EI. 99 Taft Ave., Providence. 5:45 p.m. 
- Snacks and drinks; 6 p.m. - Service; 7 
p.m. - Dinner. bimayer@teprov.org 

Sunday I Oct. 6 
PJ Library in South County. For children 

ages 3 - 7. Congregation Beth David. 
102 Kingston Rd ., Narragansett. 10:30 
- 11:30 a.m. Stephanie Malinow at • 
simalinow@gmail.com tr• 

What's "Jewish" About Cancer? 
Dynamic discussion led by Shera 
Dubitsky, Clinical Supervisor of 
Sharsheret. on hereditary cancer in 
Jewish families and a video presenta
tion highlighting Jewish breast cancer 
and ovarian cancer survivors. Brown 
RISO Hillel, The Glenn and Darcy Weiner 
Center, 80 Brown St.. Providence. 3 
p.m. Karen Clarkson at 421-4111 ext. 
177 or kclarkson@iewishallianceri.org 

Award Winning Israeli Film at Beth 
Sholom. In "Noodle." a melancholy 
Israeli flight attendant finds new mean
ing in life on her quest to reunite a six 
year-old Chinese boy nicknamed Noodle 
with his missing mother. Israeli Culture 
Club at Congregation Beth Sholom, 275 
Camp St., Providence. 6:30 p.m. 621-
9393 or officebethsholom@yahoo.com 

"How to Find Your Jewish Great-Grand
parents, Even Though You Know, It's 
Impossible." Genealogist Meredith Hoff
man offers hints for researching Jewish 
and Eastern European ancestors, both 
with online and local resources. Temple 
Habonim, 165 New Meadow Road .. Bar
rington. 7:30 p.m.: templehabonim.org 
or 245-6536 
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Calendar Submissions 
Calendar items for our Oct. 11 Fall Home & Garden Issue 
must be received by Oct. 3. Send all calendar items to 
anorman@jewishallianceri.org, subject line: 
"CALENDAR." 

The Jewish Voice 

Beach waves wash away sins 
Temple Sinai held its qnnual Tashlikh service on Rosh Hashanah afternoon at the Goddard Park 
Beach in Warwick. Approximately 75 congregants of all ages participated in this special ritual to 
welcome 5774 and "cast away" sins to prepare for a good new year. Rabbi Peter Stein and Cantor 
Remmie Brown led the service. 

URI Hillel presents 
Academy Award nominated film 
Discussion with filmmaker David Shamoon follows 

"In Darkness," nominated for 
best foreign film for 2012, is 
based on a true story. Leop
old Socha, a sewer worker and 
petty thief in a Nazi occupied 
city in Poland, one day en
counters a group of Jews try
ing to escape the liquidation 
of the ghetto: He hides them, 
for money, in the labyrinth of 
the town's sewers beneath the 
bustling activity of the city. 

What begins as a straight
forward and cynical busi
ness arrangement turns into 

something very unexpected: 
the unlikely alliance between 
Socha and the Jews as the en
terprise seeps deeper into So
cha's conscience. 

The film is an extraordinary 
story of survival, as these 
men, women and children try 
to outwit certain death dur
ing 14 months of ever-increas
ing and intense danger. This 
particular screening, how
ever, will be enhanced by the 
presence of the screenwriter 
Shamoon, who will introduce 

the film and lead a discussion 
afterwards. ) 

Film and discussion: 
Wednesday, Oct. 2 at 7 p.m., 
Swan Hall Auditorium, Uni
versity of Rhode Island, 60 Up
per College Road, Kingston, 
R.I. The film is free and open 
to the public 

For more information; 
amyolson@mail.uri.edu or 
call 401-874-2740. 

World View Lecture Series 
Programs at RIC and JCC 

Distinguished academicians 
from three institutions of 
higher learning in Rhode and 
Israel will present at Rhode 
Island College on Oct. 2, and 
at the Alliance Jewish Com
munity Center, on Oct. 3, both 
in Providence, on a variety of 
topics in the field of education 
and Judaic studies. 

This lecture series is be
ing offered by Project RIICC 
(Rhode Island-Israel College 
Commission). The colleges 
involved are: Beit Berl Aca
demic College in Kfar Saba, 
Oranium Academic College 
and Rhode Island College. The 
sponsors of this event are the 
Feinstein School of Education 

. and Human Development of 
Rhode Island College and the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island. 

The RIC program will in
clude a keynote address: "The 

Educational System: Frame
works, Challenges and Op
portunities, delivered by Jack 
Pastor, dean of the Faculty of 
Social Sciences and Humani
ties and senior lecturer of 
history at Oranim Academic 
College in Israel. This will be 
followed by a discussion on 
education in diverse societies 
in the United States and Isra
el. Finally, a series of special 
sessions will be offered on a 
variety of topics. 

The program at the Jewish 
Community Center will in
clude sessions on Holocaust 

art, Judaic studies, science 
and nature, inclusion in the 
early years of schooling and 
meeting the math needs of 
students with special needs. 

For more information: con
tact Ezra L. Stieglitz, RIICC 
Program Coordinator at (es
tieglitz@ric.edu) or 456-8560. 

WHEN: Oct. 2, 12:30-5:15 
p.m. 
WHERE: Rhode Island 
College, Alger Hall, Room 
110, 600 Mount Pleasant 
Ave. 

WHERE: Jewish Community 
Center, Alliance JCC Social 
Hall. 401 Elmgrove Ave. 
WHEN: Oct. 3, 3:30-5:00 
p.m. 



thejewlshvolce.org CALENDAR I COMMUNITY - September 27, 2013 I 11 

Holocaust Education Resource Center of Rhode Island join forces 
with the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 

Making the Rhode Island Holocaust Memorial a reality 
BY MICHELLE 
CHICCITELLI 

For more than ten years, a com
mittee of devoted individuals, 
led by Herb Stern and, more 
recently, Jeffrey Savit, presi
dent and CEO of the Jewish Al
liance, have been working hard 
to build a very public Holocaust 
Memorial in Rhode Island. This 
Memorial will be located on 
Providence's River Walk, ap-

propriately alongside the WWI 
and WWII Memorials, which is 
arguably the most visible and 
populated locale in Southeast
ern New England. 

Created by RISD-based 
sculptor Jonathan Bonner, 
the Memorial is designed to 
honor those who survived the 
Holocaust, as well as those lost 
- and to continue to tell their 
story long after the last of the 

FROM PAGE 10 CALENDAR 
Tuesday jOct. 8 Wednesday I Oct. 16 

Author at Alliance Parenting Center. Cranston Senior Guild Trip to Fox
woods. $21 per person includes motor 
coach transportation. $10 food and 
$15 keno coupons. Sunny Weintraub at 
765-0748 

Sunday I Oct. 27 

Dan Zevin, author of ' Dan Gets a Mini
van: Life at the Intersection of Dude and 
Dad.· Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Provi
dence. 7 - 9 p.m. Michelle Cicchitelli at 
421-4111 ext. 178 or mcicchitelli@ 
jewishallianceri.org 

Dead Sea ScroU Lecture at Emanu-EL 
Professor Joan R. Branham discusses 
'Jerusalem and Qumran at the nme or 
the Dead Sea Scrolls.' Temple Emanu
EI. 99 Taft Ave., Providence. 7:30 p.m. 
331-1616 

Temple Beth-El World Serles of Jewish Artistic rendition of the Rhode Island Holocaust Memorial 

Tuesday I Oct. 15 
Dead Sea ScroU Lecture at Ernanu-EL 

Professor Michael Satlow discusses 
'What are the Dead Sea Scrolls, and 
Why Do They Matter?' Temple Emanu
EI, 99 Taft Ave., Providence. 7:30 p.m. 
331-1616 

Desserts. A fundraiser to benefit the 
synagogue's religious school scholar
ship fund. Open to the public. Adults, 
$10; children over 5, $5; children 
under 5, tree; maximum per family, 
$25. For more information or to 
purchase admission or raffle tickets, 
contact Ruby Shalansky at 331-6070, 
rshalansky@temple-beth-el.org or 
temple-beth-el.org. 

w~/l, ~ @,o//&l/la~ 
of the Jewish Alli=ce of Greater Rhode Island 

has passed into history. This 
Memorial is being built as a 
tribute to, on behalf of, and with 
the collective input of, Rhode 
Island's remaining Holocaust 
Survivors. 

Small towns and cities 
around the country, such as 
Des Moines, Iowa, Charleston, 
South Carolina, and Columbus, 
Ohio, have also been working to 
build such Memorials, regard-

Tradition tells us that Rosh Hodesh, the 
marking of the new moon, was once 

celebrated by both Jewish men and women. 
In later years, Rosh Hodesh became 

primarily a women's holiday - a day for 
women to be together to enjoy meaningful 

introspection, dialogue and study. 

~£ 
@7i:£kt1A1 

tt1, !fad/ 
Thursday, October I 0, 2013 I -6 Heshvan 5774 
12:00 - 1:15pm 

Temple Torat Yisrael's new home 
1251 Middle Road, East Greenwich 

Cost:$ IO (includes lunch) 
Speaker: Rabbi Amy Levin 
"What We Need To Remember And What We Need God To Remember" 

For more information or to RSVP, contact Donielle Germonowski at 401.421.41 I I ext 109 or 
dgermanowski@jewishollionceri.org. Kindly RSVP by October I. 

less of the size of their Jewish 
population. Holocaust experts 
have reported that, over the past 
two decades, museums and me
morials dedicated to remember 
these horrific events have in
creased, even in the least likely 
of places. "There are probably 
more than 300 Holocaust study 
centers and museums around 
the country, and the number 
of memorials would be hard to 
track down because of all the 
small ones," said James Young, 
a professor of English and Ju
daic studies at the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, and 
the author of a book about Holo
caust remembrance. 

As the survivors are dying 
off, our best hope for strength
ening the ties that bind us -
and for turning back violence 
around the world and here at 
home - is to foster empathy, to 
teach respect and to reveal the 
shocking, unspeakably high 
price we pay when bigotry and 
cruelty are allowed to flourish 
and when good people remain 
silent. Every generation must 
learn the lessons of the horrors 
of the Holocaust. Now is the 
time that we in Rhode Island do 
our part, by taking a lead, to en
sure that the flame continues to 
burn brightly. 

The Rhode Island Holocaust 
Memorial will also be among 
the few memorials in the world 
to be integrated with technol
ogy to allow "the stones to 
speak." Through this interac
tive technology, visitors will be 
able to immerse themselves in 
a different type of experience, 
one that is intellectual and vis
ceral. 

There are an abundant 
amount of possibilities in how 
this type of integration can lead 
to educational opportunities. 
We are pleased to announce 

that we have already begun to 
work with Johnson and Wales 
University to research and de
velop the most effective means 
to incorporate this innovative 
feature. 

At the same time, the Al
liance Memorial Committee 
and the Holocaust Education 
Resource Center (HERC) have 
entered into a partnership 
moving forward. The Memo
rial Committee will fund and 
manage the Memorial and 
HERC will be responsible for 
the Memorial's education and 
outreach programs. HERC has 
hired a Holocaust Educator, Dr. 
Barbara Silliman, who will be 
working with Holocaust educa
tors, survivors and members of 
the Rhode Island community, 
to create a curriculum suitable 
for a variety of ages. Dr. Silli
man, along with May-Ronny 
Zeidman, Executive Director 
of HERC and Judy Jamieson, 
President of HERC, will become 
members of the Holocaust Me
morial Committee, as we all 
work toward this common goal. 

"I am thrilled that HERC is 
now part of this very important 
project," said Jamieson. 

Stern and·his committee have 
currently raised almost half 
the money needed to build the 
Memorial and are confident 
that the other half will soon fol
low. As a community united, 
the Alliance and HERC intend 
to create a place for meaningful 
reflection. By sharing the les
sons of the Holocaust, we can 
envision that the Memorial will 
help to create a kinder world. 

For more information, con
tact Michelle Cicchitelli at (mc
icchitelli@jewishallianceri. 
org) or at 421-4111, ext. 178 

' . 
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IN THE INTERIM 
ARTHUR C. NORMAN 

anorman@jewishallianceri.org 

My ponderous Random House Un
abridged offers several definitions 
of interim - temporary, provisional, 
stopgap, makeshift - all of which ap
ply to me in one form or another. 

I first met former editor Nancy 
Kirsch while we 

INTERIM 
EXECUTIVE: 
EDITOR 

ARTHURC. 
NORMAN 

were waiting in 
line for our dry 
cleaning. I rec
ognized her from 
her Voice & Her
ald photo, struck 
up a conversation 
and, after her re
porter's query, 
"What do you 
do?" She asked, 
"So what do you 
think of the pa
per?" 

I paused, then 
answered, "You 
write all the sto
ries and take · all 

the pictures. So it's good, but it can't 
be good for you. Don't you have any 
help?" 

"Is that an offer?" 
"Yes, I guess it is." 
I started slowly, proofreading, fact

checking and editing an article here 
and there, then came more editing 
and the occasional press release re
write. It's no secret that, when volun
teering, the assignments and duties 
often multiply until one cries, "Stop!" 
I never did and there was more edit
ing, more not-so-occasional press re
writes, business profiles, and feature 
articles. 

And now, well, I wonder if I'll ever 
have time for my dry cleaning. 

Somewhere between managing 
stories, columns, the ever-growing, 
overflowing daily email barrel and 

LETTER 

· the recurring wake-me-at 3:00 a.m. 
"dream" I've been having that this 
issue will contain nothing but blank 
pages, I recalled the story of the new
ly hired college football coach. 

Upon settling into his Spartan of
fice , he discovered two letters left by 
the previous coach tucked into the top 
drawer of an otherwise empty desk. 
One was addressed "Open after first 
losing season." The other? "Open af
ter second losing season." Despite be
ing full of optimism and enthusiasm, 
the first season did not go well for 
the coach - a losing record. He knew 
he had worked hard, putting in long 
hours, sacrificing time with his fam
ily, foregoing vacations to make this 
endeavor succeed. 

What to do? He remembered the 
letter to be opened after the first los
ing season and he timidly, tentatively 
tore it open. It read: "Dear Coach, so 
things did not go as planned. Here's 
my advice when the trustees ask 

. what happened: Blame the losses on 
the weather or the tough schedule or 
injuries or on the mess the previous 
coach left you. Assure them that next 
year's team will be more successful." 

He did just that and moved on to 
prepare for the next season. More 
long hours, more time away from 
family, more stress and more sacri
fice. Alas, the second season was just 
as sad as the first. "What to do, oh, 
what to do?" he worried, seemingly 
out of answers. Perhaps his predeces
sor had some additional advice. 

He. fished out the remaining letter, 
the one entitled "Open, after second 
losing season." Fretfully, fearfully, 
he opened it and read the simple 
three-word message. "Write two let
ters." 

Dear reader, if you've read this far, 
you already know whether the pages 
were blank. I'll put off writing those 
letters. 

An open letter to the community 
"lfyou offer your compassion to the hungry and satisfy the famished creature, 

then shall your light shine in darkness." - Isaiah (58:10). A hearty yashar ko'ach 
to the Jewish community for donating food to the Louis and Goldie Chester 
Full Plate Kosher Food Pantry. 

Congregations across the entire state of Rhode Island showed compassion to 
those we help at the pantry with food drives during Rosh Hashanah and ,Yorn 
Kippur. It is with a tremendous amount of gratitude that we accepted all of the 
food on behalf of the more than 100 households we serve each month. 

Thank you for continuing to help us shine the light of importance on the 
issue of hunger within the Jewish Community. If you would like further infor
mation on how to receive food from the Chester Pantry or how to donate food 
or funds please contact Susan Adler at 621-5374 or at sadler-jeri@jsari.org. 

Shana Tovah, 

Susan Adler 
Staff Coordinator 
Chester Pantry 

Jerry Kritz 
Chairperson Chester Pantry 

The Jewish Voice 

OUR WAR ON POVERTY 
Rabbi urges Rhode Islanders to become advocacy soldiers 

My friend and colleague, Rabbi Andrew 
Klein of Temple Habonim in Barrington, 
began his powerful Rosh Hashanah ser

IT SEEMS 
TOME 

RABBI JIM 
ROSENBERG 

mon by quoting from 
President Lyndon Ba
ines Johnson's State 
of the Union Address 
to the 88th Congress, 
January 8, 1964: 
"This administration 
today, here and now, 
declares uncondi
tional war on poverty 
in America. I urge 
this Congress and 
all Americans to join 
with me in that effort. 
It will not be a short 
or an easy struggle, 
but we shall not rest 

until that war is won. The richest nation 
on earth can afford to win it. We cannot 
afford to lose it." 

Under LBJ's strong leadership, the 
88th Congress did manage to pass many 
of the Great Society Reforms - including 
the Equal Opportunity Act, Head Start, 
Medicare, Medicaid, Food Stamps (now 
known as SNAP), as well as civil rights 
legislation. 

Nevertheless, as Rabbi Klein made 
clear, despite these legislative achieve
ments, we are still a long way from win
ning our war on poverty - either in our 
nation at large or here in Rhode Island. 
Klein supplied us with an abundance of 
such discouraging statistics as these: In 
2012 "the top 20 percent of Americans 
earned more than half of all income in 
the country. In contrast, the bottom 20 
percent of Americans lived on only 2.3 
percent of all income." 

Focusing on our own state, 150,000 
Rhode Islanders today are living in 
poverty - 15 percent of our population, 
1 out of 7 people. Even worse, 47,000 of 
the poverty-stricken in Rhode Island 
are children - 22 percent, 1 out of 5, the 
worst child poverty rate in the six New 
England states! 

A recent article in The Providence 
Journal - headlined "Gap between rich
est 1 %, rest of Americans widest since 
1920s" - underscores the depressing in
crease of income inequality in our coun
try. The Associated Press reporter, Paul 
Wiseman, writes, "In 2012 the income of 
the top 1 percent rose nearly 20 percent 
compared with a 1 percent increase for 
the remaining 99 percent." 

In his sermon, Rabbi Klein insisted 
that as Rhode Islanders, as Jews, we can 
and we must work to improve the lot of 
the least fortunate among us. We need to 
rededicate ourselves to becoming active 
soldiers in our nation's and our state's 
war on poverty. Klein suggested that we 
should begin "by voicing our outrage to 
our elected officials. We can demand leg
islation that will protect those who are 
living in poverty." 

He adds, "Laws matter. Legislation 
is our way of saying that we care about 
something as a society. Changing laws 
changes people's lives." 

Our tasks are straight-forward. We 
need to back the 2013 Advocacy Platform 
put forth by The Rhode Island Coalition 
to Fight Poverty with Faith: "Every 
Rhode Islander shall have: A decent, 
safe and affordabl~ home; Adequate food 
and nutrition; Equal access to affordable 
and quality health care; Equal and qual
ity education for all children; Decent 
work with adequate income." 

Rabbi Klein pointed out that the coor
dinated activities leading to the success
ful passage of a marriage equality act 
here in Rhode Island could well serve as 
a template for efforts to move our legis
lators to address the problem of poverty. 
Marriage equality is now law in Rhode 
Island because "[w]e got support from 
political advocacy organizations and 
figured out how to work smarter. We 

"It is (your sacred duty) to 
share your bread with 
the hungry ... " 

learned how to approach state senators 
and convince them to support this basic 
civil rights legislation." 

What has worked to bring about mar
riage equality can also work to bring 
about legislative support for the neediest 
in our midst. However, we can succeed 
in our efforts only if we are willing to 
put our collective.shoulders to the wheel 
- intensive fundraising, phone banks, 
face-to-face lobbying with our legisla
tors, letter writing campaigns, whatever 
it takes. 

About 2600 years ago, the Biblical 
prophet Isaiah, whose words we heard 
in our synagogues this past Yorn Kippur, 
declared his war on poverty: 

"It is (your sacred duty) to share your 
bread with the hungry, / And to take the 
wretched poor into your home, / When 
you see the naked, to cloth him ... " (58.7) 

As LBJ said back in January, 1964, 
when he launched his war on poverty, "It 
will not be a short or an easy struggle.'' 
As Rhode Island and Massachusetts 
Jews infused with the spirit of Isaiah, 
who believe that those of us who have 
more need to share with those who have 
less, let us reaffirm our determination to 
reduce - and, perhaps, one day to elimi
nate - the plague of poverty in our land 
of plenty. 

James B. Rosenberg (rabbiemeritus@ 
templehabonim.org) is rabbi emeritus at 
Temple Habonim, the Reform synagogue 
in Barrington. 

OUR MISSION COLUMNS I LETTERS POLICY 

The mission of The Jewish Voice is to communicate 
Jewish news, ideas and ideals by connecting and giving 
voice to the diverse views of the Jewish community in 
Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts, while 
adhering to Jewish values and the professional stan
dards of journalism. 

The Jewish Voice publishes thoughtful and informa
tive contributors' columns (op-eds of 500 - 800 words) 
and letters to the editor (250 words, maximum) on is
sues of interest to our Jewish community. At our dis
cretion, we may edit pieces for publication or refuse 
publication. Letters and columns, whether from our 
regular contributors or from guest columnists, repre-

sent the views of the authors; they do not represent the 
views of The Jewish Voice or the Alliance. 

Send letters and op-eds to anorman@jewishallianc
eri.org or Arthur Norman, The Jewish Voice, 401 El
mgrove Ave., Providence, RI 02906. Include name, city 
of residence and (not for publication) a contact phone 
number or email. 
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IN NAVIGATING KOTEL CONFLICT, BE MINDFUL OF ANCIENT ETROGRIOT 
BY MOSHE SIMON-

SHOSHAN 

JERUSALEM (JTA)-The scene 
is familiar to us all. Women of 
the Wall come to the Kotel to 
worship in the shadow of the 
Temple Mount. Haredi Ortho
dox worshippers respond by 
disrupting their prayers, some
times pelting them with eggs 
and other objects. 

Underlying these clashes are 
distinctly modern issues - the 
conflict between liberal and tra
ditionalist Jewish movements 
and the proper place of religion 
in the Jewish state, .among oth
ers. But the controversy sur
rounding women's prayer at the 
Western Wall hearkens back to 
events that occurred but a few 
yards away some two millennia 
ago. 

The Mishnah (Sukkah 4:9) re
lates: "On a certain occasion, [a 
certain priest) poured out the 
water over his feet and all the 
people pelted him with their 
etrogs." 

The traditional interpreta
tion of this passage explains 
that the priest in question was 
a heretic who rejected the Oral 
Law. As such, he was opposed to 
the ritual of the water libation, 
Which has no source in the writ
ten Torah. Spilling water on his 
feet was an act of contempt for 
the received Jewish . practice 
andl the p.eople: inoited by what 
they saw as a sacrilegious act, 
assaulted him with their etrogs, 
the citrus fruit used on the fes
tival of Sukkot. 

Understood this way, one 
might describe the Mishnah 's 
brief account as the "ultra-

Orthodox" perspective. In this 
view, the priest not only reject
ed but mocked the divine com
mand, and the people's actions 
were not just understandable 
but perhaps even warranted. 

But there's another version of 
this story. The Talmud (Sukkah 
48b) includes a description of 
the aftermath of the etrogupris
ing: "The horn of the altar be
came damaged and the Temple 
service was halted until they 
brought a chunk of salt and put 
it there, so that the altar would 
not appear damaged. For an al
tar which lacks a horn or a base 
is in valid." 

In their righteous rage, the 
people ended up damaging the 
sacred altar, leading to a tempo
rary cessation of Temple rites. 
Attending priests quickly re
paired the damage and restored 
the Temple service, but the 

Women of the Wall 

scars remained visible to all - suggests that in spilling the wa
crude pieces of salt replaced the ter at his feet, the priest did not 
regular polished stone of the intend to mock the traditional 
altar. Temple service. Rather, accord-

In the Talmud's account, the ing to the teachings he had re
priest is still a heretic who has ceived, spilling the water was 
committed a grievous sin. But the correct way to perform the 
this version is more nuanced ritual. 
than the Mishnah. It shows us In this reading, the etrog 
that the people's assault on the throwers were seeking to im
priest, even if justified, came at pose their interpretation of 
a high price. Indeed, they too vi- Jewish tradition on the priest 
olated the sanctity of the Tern- and delegitimize any other un
ple, perhaps even more than the . derstanding of the prop_er way 
prie~t._ ,-, "" r to conduct the- service. The 

Though the rabbinic t~ts priest can now be viewed as a 
portray the priest negatively, victim, if not a hero, and the 
the priest himself certainly people as the villains. 
did not see himself as a heretic. Finally, Flavius Josephus, 
The contemporary scholar Jef- the first-century Jewish histo
frey Rubenstein has attempted rian, records a very different 
to reconstruct the priest's per- account of what is apparently 
spective on these events. He 

Iran nuclear program diplomacy: Dishonor, war, or both? 
BY BEN COHEN 

JNS.org 

From the brink of war, the Mid
dle East has moved at dizzying 
speed to the cusp of peace. Or so 
we have been led to believe. 

The issues at hand are Iran 
and Syria - and incidentally, 
there is good reason to feel some 
relief from that fact, since it's a 
timely reminder that Palestin
ian opposition to Israel's legiti
macy is not the core dispute in 
the region, but a sideshow in 
the larger civil war with Islam 
that has engulfed much of this 
.neighborhood. 

In Syria, the regime ofBashar 
al-Assad claims, under the 
watchful eye of the Russians, to 
be submitting vital data on its 
chemical arsenal, in advance 
of a November deadline to dis
arm itself of these monstrous 
weapons. If the Obama admin
istration is looking to save face 
from its shabby climb-down 
in the face of Syrian brutality 
and Russian duplicity, it can 
always assert that the Syrian 
disarmament process is yield
ing positive effects in neighbor
ing Iran. The White House can 

argue that the renewed impetus 
for a deal on Iran's nuclear pro
gram is the result of a credible 
threat of force against Assad, 
Tehran's key regional ally. 
Confront these dictators and 
tyrants with the prospect of an 
.American assault, the White 
House might say (off the record, 
of course), and they will bend. 

But I suspect that the White 
House is going to have trouble 
selling this line on Iran, espe
cially when you take its to.ing 
and fro-ing over Syria into ac
count. For one thing, betting on 
the ability of Hassan Rouhani, 
Iran's new president, to deliver 
a deal is risky business. Rou
hani says that Iran does not in
tend to build a nuclear weapon, 
but there is no solid evidence of 
his sincerity. Even if he is sin
cere, there is no solid evidence 
that he can carry the rest of the 
Iranian regime with him, par
ticularly given that, as presi
dent, he is subordinate to both 
the Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei and the powerful 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps (IRGC). 

What strikes me is that for 
all the gushing attention paid 

to Rouhani's charm offensive, 
which had been astutely timed 
to coincide with his arrival in 
New York for the United Na
tions General Assembly meet
ing, nothing has really changed 
- and I'm not just referring to 
Iran's state doctrine of Holo
caust denial, about which Rou
hani, when asked by NBC's 
Ann Curry whether he believed 
that the slaughter of six million 
Jews was a myth, replied, "I'm 
not a historian." 

For years, straight-faced 
Iranian diplomats have· been 
turning up at meetings of the 
U.N. Security Council to offer 
assurances that their nuclear 
program is for peaceful pur
poses only. You could put that 
in another, more cynical way: 
Iran is doing what it has always 
done, using diplomatic engage
ment to buy time for its nucle
ar program. Whether or not 
Rouhani's pledge not to build a 
nuclear weapon is genuine, the 
Iranian regime is either very 
close to obtaining one, or has 
already done so. 

Ben Cohen is the Shillman An
alyst for JNS.org. 

the same incident. In his "Jew
ish Antiquities," he relates that 
the priest was none other than 
King Alexander Jannueus of 
the Hasmonean dynasty. In 
this version, the etrog riot was 
not a result of a theological dis
pute. Rather, it was a political 
protest expressing the people's 
rejection of Alexander as their 
leader. This suggests a far 
more cynical understanding 
of events: The Temple is not a 
closed sacred space but a stage 
on,,which larger political con
fl.:i<its are played out. 
- How little has changed. The 

holiness of the Temple Mount 
and its environs continues to 
generate conflict and violence 
as well as inspiration and unity. 
Like the great etrog riot of an
cient times, the story of Women 
of the Wall has been told from 
many perspectives. Some vin
dicate the haredi Orthodox and 
vilify the women, others do the 
opposite. Some see both sides as 
behaving disreputably, or see 
the whole matter as a political 

conflict masquerading as a reli
gious dispute. 

Whatever the case, the simi
larities between these two 
conflicts, ancient and modern, 
should serve as a warning to us 
all. The rabbis teach that vio
lent incidents at the Temple ul
timately led to its destruction. 
In our own day, it is important 
to remember that no single sto
ry captures the full complexity 
of real-life events and that even 
the stories told by those whose 
practices and beliefs we reject 
can be as ·coherent and compel
ling as our own. 

Such awareness will not re
solve these controversies, but 
they may help prevent them 
from consuming us. 
Moshe Simon-Shoshan teach
es Judaic Studies at the Roth
berg International School at 
The Hebrew University and is 
the author of "Stories of The 
Law: Narrative Discourse and 
the Construction of Authority 
in the Mishnah" (Oxford, 2012). 

ONLINE COMMENTS 
Re: "One woman's genea
logical journey" by Susan 
Youngwood in the Aug. 2 
issue: 

The conference was hosted 
by the Jewish Genealogical 
Society of Greater Boston 
http://jgsgb.org/ index.html, 

which has monthly meetings 
open to the public that are 
usually attended by at least 
100 people. This is a good way 
to learn about both Jewish 
genealogy and history, often 
from leaders in their fields. 

Aaron Ginsburg 

Re: Living the Good Life at an advanced age. 
Hi Al! wonderful article! You have brought great joy to my 

ho survivee blessed with a great deal of joy in you. As I have 
mentioned to you numerous times, you remind me of my dad, 
Joe Capostagno. Always looking for the positive in life. 

Paula Rezendes 

Re: Living the Good Life at an advanced age. 
Great article from my pal and father of my pal Steve Benhar

ris. Brought a smile to my face. 

Readers are Invited to blog at Jvhrl.org. 
Kudos, comments, criticisms welcome. 

John Bernstein 

■JEWISH 
VOICE 
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Two-time 'Cupcake Wars' winner shares delicious gluten-free desserts 
Bakery owner tosses the flour but keeps the flavor. 

BY KYRA BUSSANICH 

More than ever, people un
derstand that our bodies just 
weren't designed to handle 
the amount of processed flour 
found in many of today's foods. 
Some people with vague, un
diagnosed illnesses feel better 
after cutting out gluten, a pro
tein in flour-based foods. Many 
Americans, including profes
sional athletes and celebrities, 
Zooey Deschanel and men's 
tennis leader Djovak Nokovic 
included, say they look and per-

form better since dropping 
gluten from their diets. 

"Unfortunately, a lot of 
people who commit to a 
gluten-free lifestyle believe 
they have to sacrifice their 
favorite desserts, because 
gluten-free treats are often 
loaded with sugar but low on 
flavor," says Kyra Bussanich, 
(kyrasbakeshop.com), author 
of a new, full-color recipe book, 
"Sweet Cravings: 50 Seductive 
Desserts for a Gluten-Free Life
style" 

H you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

s1-1• OFF .~IA 
...... 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

gious Le Cordon Bleu patisserie 
program and later opened her 
popular business, Kyra's Bake 
Shop. 

"My recipes are not good 'for 
being gluten-free'; they're just 
good and that's why people 
who eat gluten visit my bak
ery and order gluten-free 
desserts," she says. "For me, 
being diagnosed with an au
toimmune disease allowed 
me to turn lemons into glu
ten-free lemon meringue 
pie!" She invites anyone 
who doubts that gluten-free 

1<.'f A"' su.~s~f~ 
~~-•---- can be delicious to try the 

(Ten Speed Press; Random 
House, Inc.) 

Bussanich's gluten-free cup
cakes twice bested their floury 
competition on "Cupcake 
Wars" (2011 and 2012) and were 
a runner-up for the show's Cup
cake Champion. She shares her 
secrets in recipes such as Mexi
can Chocolate Baked Alaska, 
Persian Love Cakes with Car-
damom Buttercream and Va
nilla Chiffon Cake with Black
berry Coulis. 

After suffering a life-threat
ening illness at 20, Bussanich 
recovered with the help of a s 
new diet without gluten. She 
began testing gluten-free reci
pes while attending the presti-

following recipe: 

Apple Crisp 
I NGREDIENTS 

6 large tart apples (Pippin or 
Granny Smith) 

1/3 cup sugar, or 1/4 cup 
maple syrup 

2 tablespoons tapioca starch 
1 tablespoon ground cinna

mon 
1/ 2 teaspoon Chinese five-

spice powder 
1/2 teaspoon ground ginger 
Generous pinch salt 
3 tablespoons cold butter 

TOPPING 
1/2 cup sweet white rice flour 
1/2 cup millet flour 
1/ 2 cup tapioca starch 
1 cup packed golden brown 

sugar 
,.l 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

1 teaspoon salt 
1/ 2 teaspoon Chinese five-

Kyra Bussanich 

spice powder 
1/;! teaspoon ground ginger 
3/4 cup butter, room tempera

ture 
3/4 cup gluten-free oats 
1/ 2 cup chopped pecans or 

walnuts (optional) 
METHOD 

Preheat the oven to 350°F. 
Peel, core and slice the apples 
into 1/4-inch slices. Put the ap
ple slices into a large bowl and 
sprinkle the sugar over the top. 
Add the tapioca starch, cinna
mon, five-spice, ginger and salt 
and toss together to evenly coat 
the apple slices. Pour into a 9-
by 13-inch baking pan, dot the 
top with pieces of the butter and 
set aside. 

SWEET I 15 

We want to be sure you never give up hope ...... or pizza. 

Hope Street Pizza has been your East Side neighbor for 14 years. 
If we've never met you, we want to. If you're already a friend, we want you to stay that way. 

~------------------ ------ -- ---- ---------

f'f ' -.t ,,. h 
Spe~d at least S20 on eac 
of 6 visits and get $20 off 

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR READERS OF 

THE JEWISH VOICE: 
your 7th~ 
E>Cclusive offer fo~ readers 

°CH5 Cf O O 0 
Clip this card or stop in 

to request one for $20 off! 

HOPE STREET, 
·PIZZA 

:AMILY ~ 
RESTAURANT 

Try our infamous pizza, grinders, salads, 
pastas and more. 

772 Hope Street, Providence, RI 02906 

401-273-5955 
Sunday - Thursday 10:30 a.m. - 1 :00 a.m. 
Friday - Saturday 10:30 a.m. - 2:00 a.m. 

www.hopestreetpizza.com 
Saki Meltsakos, Owner 
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Gluten-free apple crisp 

FROM PAGE 14 SWEET 
To make the topping, com

bine the flours , tapioca starch, 
brown sugar, cinnamon, salt, 
five-spice and ginger in a mix
ing bowl. In a stand mixer with 
a paddle attachment, mix in 
the butter until it is uniformly 
incorporated into the flour mix
ture. Stir in the oats and pe
cans. 

Crumble the oat topping even
ly over the apples. Bake 55 to 60 
minutes, or until the topping is 
golden brown and set and the 
apples are warm and bubbly.You 
can prepare everything ahead 
of time. Refrigerate the apple 
filling and keep the topping fro
zen until ready to assemble and 

bake. Don't refrigerate the un
baked topping overnight since 
the millet flour will interact 
with the butter and taste and 
smell cheesy when it's baked. 

Kyra Bussanich is a two-time 
winner of The Food Network's 
hit show, "Cupcake Wars." She 
graduated with honors from Le 
Cordon Bleu and opened her 
award-winning bakery, Kyra's 
Bake Shop, which features 
gourmet, gluten-free sweets. 
She has branched beyond des
serts to other gluten-free goods 
in order to help those with ce
liac and other autoimmune dis
eases eajoy quality treats. 

North IGngstown 
East Providence 

Providence 

www.GreggsUSA.com 

Cocktails Avai~ble 

FOOD 

A hearty breakfast for cool . 
fall mornings ... or lunch? 

Molasses French Toast 
"The molasses in the batter gives this version of the classic 
breakfast food a caramel coating that is quite delicious. This 
one also proves to be a great way to use up the left over challah 
from Shabbat on a Saturday morning." 

INGREDIENTS 
4 eggs 
3 tablespoons molasses 
1/ 2 cup heavy cream 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1 pinch ground ginger 
1 pinch ground cinnamon, or more to taste 
12 thick slices challah bread 
1/4 cup butter 

DIRECTIONS 
• Beat together the eggs, molasses, cream, vanilla, ginger, 

and cinnamon in a bowl until smooth. 
• Dip the challah slices in the batter until coated on all sides. 
• Melt half of the butter in a large skillet over medium heat. 
• Place half of the challah slices into the pan, and cook until 

golden brown on each side, about 3 minutes per side. 
• Repeat with remaining butter and challah slices. 

Recipe from allrecipes.com 

September 27, 2013 I 15 _, 

An easy and 
delicious 
vegetable 

soup for Fall 
BY ARTHUR C. NORMAN 

anorman@jewishalliahceri.org 

Nothing soothes the soul on a 
chilly night like a hot soup and 
this one is just right for those 
that will soon be upon us. If you 
can boil water, you can make 
this one. This one is a Norman 
family favorite. 

Mushroom Barley Soup 
I NGREDIENTS 

10 oz fresh white mushrooms, 
sliced 

2 carrots, diced 
2 ribs celery, diced 
1/2 cup medium barley 
1/4 - 1/2 cup dried lima beans 

(depending on preference) 
8 cups water 
3 large cubes vegetable, mush

room or chicken bullion 
1 medium onion, diced 

METHOD 
Bring water to a boil. 
Add remaining ingredients 

to pot and cook for 2 hours, stir
ring occasionally. 

Serves four. 

Ea!it!iideMarketplace 

165 Pitman Street, Pro, idence, RI 02906 
\\'\\ \\ .1•a-,h1C1('f11,Hh:d.(<1m . 41 1] . :,,,';J .;-;-7 1 
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FROM PAGE 1 

GREENBERG 
"The Alliance is a place where 
families with young children 
can send their kids to preschool, 
enjoy summer camp programs 
and learn to swim." 

COMMUNITY The Jewish Voice 

PHOTOS I BRIAN SU LLI VAN 

Susan Leach DeBlasio, the 
2014 Annual Campaign Chair, 
shared a few stories to high
light how the Jewish Alliance 
strengthens Jewish life in 
Rhode Island, engages families 
with young children, makes 
Jewish life more affordable and 
provides access to meaningful 
Jewish life experiences. She 
announced that, last year, the 
Alliance Annual Campaign 
provided 200 children with 
scholarships and grants, en
abling them to make lasting 
memories at Jewish camps. Su
san also explained how the Al
liance helps parents find mean
ingful connections to Jewish 
life. "Every year, we deliver 
more than 100 Shalom Baby 
Baskets to welcome newborns 
into our Jewish community, 
helping children "explore their 
Jewish identity by putting a 
new book from our PJ Library 
into their hands every month. 
And we're helping non-Jewish 
moms in our community raise 
Jewish children through our 
Mother's Circle program." 

Event co-chairs Alan & Marianne Litwin, left, Randi-Beth & Neil Beranbaum pose with Karen James, center. 

Susan also spoke about her 
recent trip to Belarus and Is
rael on a Jewish Federations 
of North America mission of 
campaign lay and professional 
leaders. She shared her per
sonal stories about people she 
met and how the Alliance and 
its overseas partners are help
ing promote and sustain Jew
ish identity and life around the 
world. 

She complimented the givers, 
saying that, with their dona
tions, they are "saving a gen-

eration of young Jewish adults 
- one by one - who would other
wise assimilate into obscurity." 

Jeffrey Savit, president and 
CEO of the Jewish Alliance, 
spoke about uniting the com
munity to help the vulnerable 
and to bring luster back to the 
Jewish Community Center. He 
introduced Mike Greenberg, co
host of ESPN's "Mike & Mike in 
the Morning" and the author of 
his third book, "All You Could 
Ask For," copies of which were 
found in every attendee's gift 
bag. 

Despite Mike's uncle's claim 
that his show is "nothing but 
drivel," it's easy to see why 
"Mike & Mike" is the highest-

rated prime time radio sports 
talk program, with more than 

"Saving a generation 
of young Jewish 
adults - one by one." 

three million listeners. As soon 
as Mike Greenberg, "Greeny," 
as most address him, took hold 
of the microphone, his powerful 
voice grabbed everyone's atten
tion and didn't let it go until he 
walked out of the room. 

Immediately putting the do
nors at ease, Greenberg said 
that he wouldn't focus on can-

cer in his talk, even though 
the illness inspired the book, 
the point of which is to extol 
friendship's power to lift peo
ple. Watching his wife and two 
of her girlfriends come together 
for their friend, Heidi Armit
age, who was suffering from 
breast cancer, he was inspired 
and moved not only to write 
about it, but also to start a char
itable foundation called Heidi's 
Angels. 

Starting with his first joke of 
the evening, "It's lovely to spend 
a second consecutive day in a 
room full of Jews" (a tongue-in
cheek reference to a meeting he 
had had the previous day with 
professional sports team own-

One-Stop Pain Relief 

Handel Cente·r 
FOR 

Spine I Sports I Pain Intervention 

A graduate ofThe University of 
Michigan Medical School, Dr. Handel 
did his residency training at Harvard 
Medical School and is currently an 

Assistant Professor at Brown Medical 
School. Dr. Handel is an lnterventional. 

Physiatrist, specializing in Physical 
Medicine, Pain Intervention and 

Sports Medicine. 

Todd E. Handel, M.D. ;:I 1rnow r-; 
lnlrf'\Tnlion:.11 Ph\~. <..linital ~qslana Profl"S50r ~ , ~ , "*-' '-lhc,,>1 

100 Highland Avenue, Suite 102 Providence, RI 02906 
401 -305-5280 (t) 

www.handelcenter.com 

THERAPY 
Therapeutic Heated Pool (Cranston location only}• Chronic Pain Conditions 
• Orthopedic & Neurological Conditions• Post-Surgical Care• Sports Injuries• 

Rehabilitation of the Spine 

"Patients with pain require a 
multidisciplinary approach involving 
patient, physician and physical therapist. 
I en trust my patients' physical therapy 
needs to Liberty Physical Therapy where 
comprehensive, compassionate and 
patient focused treatment gets the results 
patients deserve: 

- Dr. Todd Handel 

TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

100 Highland Avenue // Suite 30S 
Providence // Su mmit Medica l Bldg. 
--- 865-6940 ---

1 528 Cranston Street 
Cranston // Spine Tech Bldg. 
--- 228-7216 ---

WWW.LIBERTYPT.COM 

ers), the entertainer was on a 
roll. Men were nodding know
ingly and women were wip
ing away tears of laughter as 
he described the experience of 
writing his first book, "Why My 
Wife Thinks I'm an Idiot," or, as 
he calls it, "Ever y Jewish Man's 
Autobiography." 

Greenberg thinks that most 
of the difficulties in a marriage 
occur because men and women 
aren't operating on the same 
wavelength. His statement to 
his wife sums up this theory 
perfectly: "Your need to discuss · 
our problems is interfering with 
my need to pretend they don't 
exist." Instead of dwelling on 
such issues, he prefers to relax 
by watching sports, his escape 
mechanism. Greenberg thinks 
it's very healthy: "There's noth
ing in the world better than in
vesting everything into some
thing that means absolutely 
nothing." Proving the point, he 
says that some of the best mem
ories of his childhood are of go
ing to ball games with his dad. 

He also shared the stories 
of his career path. Covering 
sports, he followed Michael Jor
dan all over the country, an as
signment that jumpstarted his 
career and led to a TV job. He 
tells about taunting the great 
athlete during a pickup basket
ball game. Jordan's retaliation 
taught him an important les
son - intense competitiveness 
and self-assurance are quali
ties that lead to success. Green
berg instructs his children that 
there is a fine line between 
confidence and arrogance and, 
when in doubt, they should 
jump over it. Practicing what 
he preaches, he doesn't appear 
to suffer from any insecurity, 
despite his admission that he 
was terrified to speak in front 

LAUNCH 1 17 
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Mike Greenberg and Sharon Gaines, board chair, at the Pacesetter 
Reception 

FROM PAGE 16 GREENBERG 
of everyone that evening. 

He has always been upfront 
and unapologetic. Upon first 
meeting his co-host, former 
professional football player 
Mike Golie, Greeny said, "I 
don'.t want to suggest that you're 
a fat guy, but if we stood next to 
each other, we'd be the number 
ten." He rationalized the risk of 
being beaten up by thinking, "I 
come from a long line of highly 
litigious people." 

Golie was the star of most of 
Greenberg's tales. There's one 
about his rule that he, Green
berg, must approve any break
ing news, a policy he instituted 
after Golie claimed that Co
lin Powell's resignation must 
be announced immediately. 
Of course, the headline from 
which Golie learned the news 
didn't identify Colin Powell as 
the U.S. Secretary of State (it 
was the British footballer by 
the same name), so the mistake 
is understandable. Greenberg, 
however, didn't think so and 
made sure to remember the er
ror. Later on, he joked with Gol
ie, "The Pope has resigned. My 
people gave him an offer." 

Then there's another one 
about Golic's belief that the 
Georgian (not Gregorian) cal
endar was one of the most sig
nificant accomplishments of 
human civilization. Of course, 
the statement was followed by a 
joke about Atlanta. 

While Greenberg good-na
turedly ribs his co-host, he also 
learns from him and has great 
respect for Golic's decision to 
make his three children a pri
ority, regardless of the fact that 
the two hosts lose great sums of 
money by turning down vari
ous engagements because of 
Golic's kids' events. More in
credibly, Golie refrains from 
cursing in front of his children, 
even though he is an extremely 

profane person, according to 
his co-host. 

After his presentation, Green
berg took some questions from 

"It was wonderful to 
see the community 
come together." 

the audience, proving that his 
humor is not scripted. He came 
up with witty zingers on the 
spot. When a man inquired if 
he ever did any interviews that 
fell flat, or didn't go as planned, 
Mike looked at the questioner 
intently, finally deadpanning, 
"I'm not gonna lie to you. This 
moment comes to mind." 

After more stories about 
President Bush, Bill Belich
ick singing with Jon Bon Jovi 
and Darren Clarke (an athlete 
Mike respects greatly), Greeny 
sighed with relief. Fumbling, 
in faux puzzlement, with his to
ken of the Alliance's gratitude 
(a tzedakah box) to, once again, 
poke good-natured fun at his 
hosts, he stole the microphone 
from the closing speaker for one 
last dig, "I didn't know there 
were 400 Jews in Rhode Island. 
[I] thought we'd be in and out of 
here in about 15 minutes." 

At the conclusion of the pro
gram, there was a distinct and 
positive vibe in the room that 
spilled over into the dessert 
reception immediately follow
ing the program. When asked 
to reflect on the success of the 
night's program, Eddie Bruck
ner, Vice President of Financial 
Resource Development, com
mented, "I am thrilled with the 
event from start to finish. It 
was wonderful to see the com
munity come together in sup
port of the tremendous role that 

the Jewish Alliance plays in 
our community. It was a spec
tacular event and we achieved 
our goals to engage new mem
bers of our community, raise 
awareness of the impact of our 
work and raise funds to help 
strengthen and sustain the im
portant work we do. Our Cam
paign is definitely off to a great 
start!" 

Jeffrey Savit enthusiastically 
stated, "What an auspicious 
way to launch our 2014 Annual 
Campaign. I am still kvelling 
with the turnout and the dem
onstrated strength of our com
munity." 

Irina Missiuro (IMissiuro@ 
gmail.com) is a freelance writer 
and editor who lives in Provi
dence. 
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Joyce Starr with Pacesetter Co-Chair Ron Markoff 

Event Co-Chair Neil Beranbaum with Donald and Bonnie Dwares 
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OPENING MARCH 2014 

GRAND APARTMENT LIVING is coming to the East Side 

of Providence! Just steps away from Wayland Square and 

Blackstone Boulevard, the 26 luxurious and elegant residences 

of The Premier Apartments offer absolutely everything one 

could wish for, including these features: 

two or three bedrooms 

showplace kitchen 

two bathrooms 

magnificent dressing room 

fireplace 

private laundry in your apartment 

crown molding 

hardwood floors 

outdoor balcony 

Imagine entering your new home through a magnificent two-story 

lobby graced by a Steinway grand piano and a Schonbeck crystal 

chandelier. Enjoy a cozy library /sitting room. Work out in a state

of-the-art fitness center. Walk to your favorite shops and restaurants 

Park your car in an underground garage, and never worry about 

the weather. 

"It's terrific to have a place in Providence that feels like home, 

yet not have the responsibility of full-time ownership." 



theJewlshvolce.org 

JUST IN TIME FOR PASSOVER! 

BR I 
11' 8 ~ X ll'r 

B ALC . 

L IVING 
1ST X 11T 

M. BR . 
M' O" X l ➔ ' O~ 

September 27, 2013 I 19 

• 
THE PREMIER APARTMENTS 
125 Pitman Street, Providence, RI 02906 

Developed and managed with pride by Kenneth R. Dulgarian 

CONTACT KENNY FOR A PERSONAL PRESENTATION! 
Call 401.421.0021 or email kennethdulgarian@dulgarianproperties.com 

For more information, visit www.premierprov.com 

DON'T WAIT - THE PREMIER IS ALREADY 70% FULL! 

What residents say about living in Ken Dulgarian's apartments: 

"I cannot adequately express the quality and caring that goes along with living 

in Ken Dulgarian's apartments. The building is always immaculate inside and 

out and if something needs attention, it is fixed immediately, not tomorrow. 

I always feel safely 'at home' and so happy here and Ken is always available. 

If you have the choice, my advice would be 'grab it!' You will love living in 

these beautiful apartments. You can only use superlatives to describe the 

pleasures of being Ken's tenant. " - Evelyn Saltzman 

"Our landlord and our maintenance staff continually seek to find ways to pro

vide unmatched services and welcome surprises to all residents. We haven't 

changed a light bulb in ten years." - Shay Lynch and Nancy Barr 

"Our landlord, Kenneth Dulgarian is the BEST. He is kind and attentive to our 

every need. He watches over this apartment building as if he and his family 

reside here. The location cannot be beat. Everything important to everyday 

living is within walking distance. How very fortunate we are to be living here." 

- El/ee and Eldon Goldenberg 

"The maintenance crew is superb. They are always cleaning, vacuuming and 

polishing. They are always available to repair something in the unit - change 

smoke detector batteries, change filters, even replace light bulbs. And, of 

course, the landlord is spectacular! Kenny wants everything to be as perfect 

as possible - and it is!" - Sylvia Denhoff 

/ 
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BY ARTHUR C. NORMAN 
anorman@jewishallianceri.org W asked readers 

o share memo
ies of their 

own bar or bat 
mitzvah or one 

they attended. We received 
many responses - many fun or 
funny, some sad or poignant -
and we thank our readers for 
their submissions. The antique 
photo shown on page 21 is one 
of many available for viewing 
at the Rhode Island Jewish His
torical Association. 

Remember, The Jewish Voice 
is your voice and it is important 
that you contribute to that Jew
ish communal voice. 

Nina Rooks Cast, Hope Valley 
Around 1978, after my 8th 
grade, my family went to Israel 
with four other families. Rabbi 
Wayne Franklin, then from Or
ange, Conn., now from Temple 
Emanu-El in Providence, was 
one of the others. When their 
wives found out that my sister 
- just turned 12 that summer -
was not planning on having a 
bat mitzvah, they wouldn't hear 
of it. 

They gave her three weeks to 
study the Haftorah and Torah 
portions and basically bullied 
her into having her ceremony. I 
was two years older and plead
ed with my sister not to tell the 
women that I hadn't had a bat 
mitzvah either! 

Two years later, when I was 

BAR/BAT MITZVAH The Jewish Voice 

HAPPY, SAD, MAD, GLAD 
Recollections of Bar and Bat Mitzvahs 

spending my 10th grade year 
in Israel, I joined the kibbutz 
kids in a b'nei mitzvah celebra
tion. We spent about six months 
performing 13 deeds to prove 
our coming of age (three re
quired by the kibbutz, five by 
the school and five of our own 
choosing), culminating in a skit 
put on by our group of eight. 

While on the kibbutz, I 
learned to shoot every weapon 
in our armory (we were nine 
miles from the Lebanese bor
der), drive a tractor, fix the ir
rigation system and graft apple 
trees. 

Jeffrey Savit, CEO, Jewish Alliance 
Although I "became a man" 

forty years ago, I will never 
forget the following about my 
bar mitzvah: I awoke the day 
before with a horrible cold and, 
indeed, had laryngitis . Never 
before had I been silenced - and 
what a time for it to happen! 
Thankfully, my pediatrician 
prescribed something that, re
markably, returned my voice. 

I also hold the distinction (al
though I am sure this is not re
corded in the book of Guinness 
World Records) that I was the 
first person in the history of the 
city of New Bedford to have had 
a late afternoon/ haudalah bar 
mitzvah service. 

If only I had saved the numer
ous Cross pen and pencil sets 
from Tilden-Thurber that I had 
received as gifts ... 

Jane E. Sharfstein, Providence 
You know, after forty some 

years, all I remember is how 
nervous I was beforehand and 
all the compliments I received 
afterwards on my performance 
and [on] my beautiful light blue 
dress. 

Aline Eber, Lincoln Park, N.J. 

My 13th birthday was in June 
and there were no dates avail-

able until September if I wanted 
to have a bat mitzvah. I told my 
parents, "There is no way I'm 
going to study my Haftorah over 
the summer!" I was just as hap
py to join 15 other girls in the 
Confirmation Class of 1969. We 
each had a piece to read in front 
of the congregation. 

At the end of the ceremony, 
the Men's Club gave each Con
firmand a white leather-bound 
bible. The president announced 
our names one by one. He mis
pronounced my name - "Arlene 
Eber" - in front of the entire 
congregation. Jonathan, my 
16-year-old brother, in the third 
row of the main sanctuary, 
was hysterically. 

I walked up to receive my bi
ble, shook the man's hand and 
said to him, "Try ALINE Eber." 
He leaned into the microphone 
and apologized to the congre
gation. "Ladies and gentlemen, 
Ilene Eber." I was fuming and 
beet red. My brother had tears 
from laughing so hard. 

Then the president of the 
men's club actually called me 
"Olive Eber" when he thought 
he was correcting my name the 
third time he tried! 

Thank you, Mom and Dad, for 
the unique name. You couldn't 
name me Lisa, Debbi or Susan? 

Robert Nelson, 
Newburyport, Mass. 

My mother dropped the 
stuffed cabbage on the garage 
floor after we came home after 
my bar mitzvah. I never let her 
forget it. I was devastated. 

Lewis H. Wintman, Providence 
I found "My Private Memory 

Book" from 1960, detailing the 
weather (clear and cold), the 
presiding clergy at Temple 
Emanuel-El (Rabbi Bohnen 
and Cantor Hohenemser) and 
a list of friends and family 

who attended. I remember how 
nervous I was before my bar 
mitzvah, how relieved I was 
when I finished my Haftorah, 
the look of joy on my parents' 
faces and, of course, the cocktail 
franks at the reception! 

Robert Davis, Marlborough, Mass. 
My mother Eleanor Davis will 

celebrate her 94th birthday in 
December. I was thinking when 
I visited my family's graves 
before the recent holidays that 
her mother Cecelia Meierovitz 
lived to 82 years of age. My 
grandparents Samuel and 
Cecelia Meierovitz of Newport, 
R.I. , had three sons, Wolfe, 
Meier and David, who died when 
he was three years old, and five 
daughters, Bertha, Mollie, 
Sara, Eleanor and Terna. 

As I grew to be 13, my uncle 
Wolfe and my aunts played 
great roles in my life. I had 
only met my Uncle Meier once, 
when I was very young. I was 
told by my mother that he was 
wonderful and helped support 
the family financially as a 
young man, fought in WW II 
and returned with what was 
then called "shell shock," now 
known as Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder. 

His life after he returned 
was marred with questionable 
business choices, a divorce and 
a second marriage. 

Uncle Meier came to Newport 
to visit his mother and to 
introduce his new baby son, 
my cousin Gary, to the family. 
His return was very upsetting 
to my eldest aunt, to whom he 
owed money, and he was asked 
to leave. From that point on, 
nobody in the family ever saw 
him again. 

As my bar mitzvah 
came nearer, my beloved 
grandmother asked my Uncle 
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Wolfe to contact his brother 
and invite him to come home 
for the simcha. Uncle Meier put 
my 10-year-old cousin Gary 
on a flight from Los Angeles 
- by himself. Our wonderful 
relationship with my new 
cousin began that day. However, 
when he was returned to his 
mother (a second divorce), 
he found that his father had 
vanished. 

The family hired private de
tectives to find Meier, but he 
was not to be found - until this 
year, more than 50 years later. 
Through an Internet search, 
I found his burial site in a Los 
Angeles veterans' cemetery. 
Clearly, I have learned through 
my family's tragedy the impor
tance of forgiveness and a spe
cial sensitivity to the profound 
impact that PTSD has on our 
veterans. 

joseph Denhoff and Amy 
Abramson-Denhoff, 

South Kingstown 
Amy: About ten years ago, the 

mom of our son Chase's friend, 
asked if it was okay to get him a 
BB gun as a present. I told her it 

was fine. I was in the synagogue 
that Saturday morning greet
ing the arriving guests. 

My "best" childhood friend 
was concerned because a young 
boy had just walked into the 
synagogue with a partially 
wrapped gift. The long thin 
box and the exposed words "BB 
Gun" caused her alarm that 
this might not be appropriate. 
She quickly took the keys to my 
car and put the present in the 
trunk. 

Joseph: At the time, Chase 
played first base for his local 
Little League baseball team. 
We gave him a first baseman's 
glove as one of his bar mitzvah 
gifts. The Rabbi knew about 
this gift and exclaimed, "Chase 
received a first baseman's mitt 
for his bar mitt-zvah." 

The crowd laughed. 

Jeffrey Swartz, · 
Mission Viejo, Calif. 

As was true for all Temple 
Emanu-El bar mitzvah candi
dates in the 1960s, the late Mrs. 
Jenny Klein played an impor
tant role in our preparation. She 
was especially in sync with my 
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family as I had an older brother 
and younger sister who were 
also placed under her tutelage. 
What's more, at the full-court
press urging ofmy mother, Mrs. 
Klein encouraged me, with a bit 
- okay, a lot - of arm twisting, to 
learn how to conduct the entire 
service, including Musa/and a 
Torah reading in addition to my 
Haftorah. I was not happy but 
Jenny Klein was not a teacher 
with whom to argue. 

Fast forward about 20 years: I 
was sitting in my parents' home 
on the East Side [of Providence] 
with my wife and six-month
old son, visiting family and 
friends. The doorbell rang and 
in walked Jenny Klein bearing 
a gift for my first-born son - a 
yarmulke she had knitted just 
for the occasion. 

So now it can be said with 
certainty· that there are some 
events that are destined to 
never be forgotten and a bar 
mitzvah day that seemed so ar
duous at the time softens with 
the memory of a great teacher 
as we look at our children and 
remember what once was. 

L'dor va dor! 
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BY IRINA MISSIURO 
Special to The Jewish Voice 

PROVIDENCE - September is 
Hunger Action Month and the 
Rhode Island Community Food 
Bank has released a free twen
ty-page booklet full of ideas on 
ways children can participate 
in the initiative to feed the hun
gry. "One Kid Can! Helping the 
Hungry: A Toolkit for Kids and 
Young Adults" is a thorough 
guide for every age group, in
cluding preschoolers. Parents 
may provide some background 
information for their younger 
ones, explaining that a third 
of all people helped by the R.I. 
Food Bank are children. Every 
month, the organization assists 
more than 68,000 people in need. 

The Jewish Voice spoke with 
Cindy Elder, Director of Com
munications at the Rhode Island 
Community Food Bank. Cindy 
said that they are constantly 
surprised by the creative ideas 
that kids come up with - things 
that they, adults, wouldn't have 
thought of themselves. She said, 
"We celebrate that creativity 
and desire to learn at a young 
age how.to be a thoughtful mem
ber of the community. Children 
have already done amazing proj
ects for the Food Bank. They are 
naturally inspired and idealistic 
young citizens. We decided we 

BAR/BAT MITZVAH 

A wonderful bar or bat mitzvah gift suggestion 
Involve your children in the initiative to erase hunger 

wanted to capture that youth
ful energy and also help par
ents who are looking for ways to 
teach their children about giv
ing back." 

Leafing through the booklet, 
which can be downloaded 
by visiting rifoodbank.org/ 
HungerActionMonth or picked 
up at 200 Niantic Ave. in 

RHODE ISLAND FoooB~1TYK 
Providence, I am impressed 
by the original and innovative 
solutions the children devised. 
Those who have special talents 
use them to earn cash, which 
they then donate. Can your 
daughter or son play a musical 
instrument well? Make it 
happen. Sam Adamo did just 
that. He collected $700 for the 
organization by playing cello 
at farmers• - markets. Have an 
artistic child? No problem. Tell 
the young Picasso to follow Noah 
Strunin's lead and get drawing. 
The seven-year-old chalk art;ist 
creates pretty, inspirational 

slogans on driveways in 
exchange for small ·donations 
to the Food Bank. Wouldn't it 
be nice to pull up after a long 
day at work and see a cheerful 
message in colorful block letters 
- and know you've helped feed a 
hungry Rhode Islander? 

If your child is about to cele
brate a special day, such as a bar 
or bat mitzvah or a birthday, you 
might want to encourage him 

or her to think about helping 
others instead of adding to an 
already enormous pile of toys. 
After all, having enough to eat 
trumps playing with the newest 
version of PlayStation, doesn't 
it? Another great idea is to in
volve your child's school. Who 
doesn't love a friendly game of 
basketball, especially when you 
play against your teachers?! Or
'ganize the event and, instead of 

The Jewish Voice 

charging admission, ask that 
the audience brings cans of food 
to donate. 

The Rhode Island Community 
Food Bank is a non-profit orga
nization located in Providence, 
R.I. The Food Bank solicits, 
stores and distributes food prod
ucts donated by supermarkets, 
wholesalers, food processors, 
local farmers and community 
food drives. The food is then 
distributed to the Food Bank's 

"Having enough to eat 
trumps playing with 
the newest version of 
Playstation." 

statewide network of 238 sites 
operated by its 178 member 
agencies. In the past fiscal year, 
the Food Bank distributed 9.75 
million pounds of food. 

For more information 
about the Food Bank or their 
hours of operation please visit 
rifoodbank.org. or contact Cindy 
Elder (celder@rifoodbank.org), 
230-1674. Find them also on 
Facebook and Twitter. 
Irina Missiuro (IMissiuro@ 
gmail.com), a freelance writer 
and editor, is a Providence resi
dent. 
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Bar Mitzvah Presence 
BY MICHAEL FINK 

Special to The Jewish Voice 

PROVIDENCE - At my bar 
mitzvah in 1946 - the first post
war year at Temple Emanu-El 
- the front row guest, in splen
did finery and feathers, looking 
at me beside the pulpit, was my 
sort-of grandmother. 

Clara wasn't quite my grand
mother. Perhaps more than 
that, or maybe less than that. 
She was the second wife of Har
ry, my father's father. Clara's 
niece met Harry's son, so my 
mother and father met as first 
cousins by marriage and, in 
time, I was born. 

Clara was a formative figure 
in my destiny. She was always 
"Auntie" to my mom and was 
both a stepmother and the clos
est thing to a mother-in-law to 
my dad. Their homestead, at 
the top of my hillside, was all I 
knew of genealogy and ances
try. Yes, there were also two 
lost grandmothers from each 
branch, but Clara symbolized 
both "sides" of my roots. 

And how did she fit into my 
boyhood routine? Well, for 
one thing, she was no bubbe. 
She baked ordinary Ameri
can chocolate cupcakes, not 
knishes or other exotic delica
cies. For another, she taught us 
proper manners at the start of 
the era of casual behavior in the 
U.S. Sh_e alwaY,S left spmething 
upon her plate when she came 
for tea or for cards and dinner 
on Sundays. "You should never 
appear to need more and never 
ask for a second serving. Wait 
until asked, never demand." 

Clara was proud of her mys
terious background. She kept 
many photographs, and even 
paintings, of her glamorous 
youth. She enjoyed showing off 

to me if I stopped by on my way 
home from the nearby gram
mar school for a quick cupcake 
treat as well as a visit to the ca
nary or the goldfish in the little 
den with its wicker furniture. 
She would take out the album 
of images of her Gibson Girl 
past. I never quite understood 
her pride in her appearance. 
As children, we accept the stan
dards of beauty set before us on 
screen and upon the pages of 
popular magazines. That "bee
hive" figure held no allure for 
me, except for my respect for 
the intimidating presence of 
Clara herself. 

Sometimes I would see her 
at the local cinema, the Hope 
Theatre, or at the town beach 
in Narragansett. As I grew up, 
I grew away, but in my heart I 
sympathized with her plight 
and her innate dignity. 

Another significant facet of 
the Clara phenomenon was her 
artistic flair and craftsman 
competence. Her younger child 
and only son, Herbert, was a 
renowned artist and was born 
with skillful fingers. He fash
ioned my toys, painted murals 
on the walls of our playr_qohi 
basement and, later in our 
shared history, created my life
long career at the Rhode Island 
School of Design, using his rep
utation for talent to promote me 
as a writer and speaker. He de
picted his mother in his print
making and portraiture work 
as she looked when young and 
wrote me descriptions of her 
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character as a mother. He de
fended her from her family foes 
with his filial respect and affec
tion - never merely sentimental, 
but admiring, not adoring. "A 
simple, straightforward coun
try woman!" he once penned in 
a letter to me. He intended those 
words not scornfully, but rather 
in awe of her independence and 
competence, traits he perhaps 
inherited from her. As her for
tunes and family declined, and 
the castle in which she reigned 
also diminished, she withdrew. 

. ' . . ' . ' .. . ' ·. ·. 

I recall the day of her funeral 
and my mother's te·ars of regret 
that, toward the end, we had 
neglected· to pay her adequate 
court. 

My mother and her Cana
dian sisters remembered her 
elegance of long ago and visited 
her formally whenever the op
portunity arose. Another, and 
major, aspect of my deep in
terest in Clara and her legacy 
Was that she kept in touch with 
our Rumanian relatives, be
fore, and during, the dreadful 

years of the thirties and forties. 
Vague and cloudy though the 
memory may be, I do recall that 
when she realized that her cor
respondence with Bucharest 
and Podu Iloaiei had ended hor
ribly, she turned away from me 
and wept quietly on the small, 
short sofa in that sunroom with 
its plants and its canary and its 
jar of goldfish. There was noth
ing noble, distinguished or inti
mately personal - that I knew of 
- about the extended family left 
behind in East Europe. There 
was, for me, just the devotion of 
Clara to our connection to gen
erations past and away, bygone 
and tragic. She had the flag in 
her window that gave me the 
pride of having a close relative 
fighting the war for liberation 
and rescue. She had the sepia 
postcards with the letters in He
brew, Yiddish and Rumanian, 
and a few words in English. 
And ·she had the tapestry with 
her initials "C.C.," for Clara Co
hen, surrounded by roses and 
peacocks and kept both above 
and upon the grand piano in the 
parlor. All objects that I now 
own. They mutely witness a 
lonely life, a difficult sojourn in 
my neighborhood and all I truly 
have as a Jewish heritage. 

Mike Fink (mfink33@aol.com) 
is an English professor at RISD 
and writes a regular column for 
The Jewish Voice. 
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Reform synagogues rethink the bar mitzvah 
BY SUSAN YOUNGWOOD 
Special to The Jewish Voice 

Sixth graders at Temple Sinai 
in Cranston went on a retreat 
this summer, pondering ques
tions like "What does it mean 
to be bar or bat mitzvahed?" 
and "What does it mean to be 
an adult in the Jewish commu
nity?" 

The retreat was a new idea 
a program piloted as the syna'. 
gogue joined a nationwide effort 
to rethink the entire bar and 
bat mitzvah process. 

It's called the B'nai Mitzvah 
Revolution, a joint project of 
the Union for Reform Juda
ism's Campaign for Youth En
gagement and Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Re
ligion's Rhea Hirsch SchoQl of 
Education and its Experiment 
in Congregational Education. 
Reform synagogues in Rhode 
Island are either participat
ing in or watching the project 
closely. 

According to the project's 
website (bnaimitzvahrevolu
tion.org), the initiative was 

prompted by some alarming 
trends in Jewish education, pri
marily the high dropout rate af
ter bar and bat mitzvah celebra
tions, when students and their 
families stop attending syna
gogue and religious school. 

"Treating bar/ bat mitzvah as 
the goal and end point of Jew
ish education has degraded 
Hebrew learning, stifled efforts 
to expose students to the depth 
and meaning of communal wor
ship and led to high numbers of 
students dropping out of reli
gious school immediately after 
the 'big day,"' the website ex
plained. 

According to a 2008 study of 
Jewish education, "More than 
one-third of students drop out 
after grade 7 and then the rate 
of decline accelerates so that 
by grade 12 only one-seventh of 
the number of seventh graders 
is still enrolled. Only a small 
minority of Jewish children 
is exposed . to formal supple
mentary Jewish education on 
the high school level." (http:// 
avichai.org / wp-content/up-
loads/ 2010/ 06/ Supplementary-
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There is also concern over 
families separating the b'nei 
mitzvah (b'nei is the plural 
form) from the Jewish com
munity by arranging destina
tion celebrations in places like 
Costa Rica, and:worries abound
that elaborate and costly par
ties suggest that b'nei mitzvahs 
are moving away from their re
ligious roots. 

"We share with many syna
gogues a growing unease about 
the way b'nei mitzvah are cel
ebrated," the website says. 

Jewish educators are also 
concerned that b'nei mitzvahs 
have become cookie-cutter 
events. 

"In many synagogues b'nei 
mitzvah observances are stan
dardized, taking into account 
neither the differences between 
13-year-olds, in terms of matu
ritY. and interest, nor the differ
ences between families, in their 
motivations and Jewish identi
fication," the website reports. 

And they worry that students 
spend most of their time memo
rizing text in Hebrew instead 
of appreciating the Torah and 
relating it to their lives and 
the world and using it to shape
their values. 

The reform movement de
cided it was time to reinvent, 

even revolutionize, the ritual. 
Thirteen synagogues started 
a pilot project to experiment 
with b'nei mitzvah observance 
and preparation, teaching and 
learning Hebrew. Another 67 
synagogues joined an active 
learning network, .. discussing 
these issues through rv.i_'ebinars 
and articles. -
· The goals, according to the 

website, include generating new 
ideas and images ofm_ean1ngful 
celebrations of b'nei mitzvah 
and promoting more effective 
methods for teaching Hebrew 
and prayer. 

Questions being asked in
clude whether to teach Hebrew 
and require children to read 
from the Torah, should the cer
emony be delayed until chil
dren are older and what role 
social action should play. 

"What's the point of getting 
your 200 or 300 closest friends 
and family members together 
and having your kid read a text 
they don't understand in a ian
guage they don't understand?" 
Isa Aron, who is helping lead 
the initiative and is a professor 
of Jewish education at Hebrew 
Union College in Los Ange
les, told The New York Times. 
"Maybe it shouldn't be such a 
performance. It should be about 
becoming part of the commu
nity." 
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Toy Koritsky, the education 
director at Temple Sinai in 
Cranston, said the synagogue 
signed up immediately to the 
active learning network. 

"That's something we want to 
be part of," she said. "The mo
ment a student becomes bar or 
bat mitzvahed, they are out the 
door. We are sending the wrong 
message. Students don't leave 
public school in seventh grade." 

Instead, she said, bar and bat 
~itzvahs "are part of a lifelong 
Journey." 

The synagogue is looking at 
its programming in an attempt 
to connect with its students and 
retain them. This year, in addi
tion to the retreat, it is holding 
three sessions for sixth graders 
and their families, encouraging 
participants to examine their 
values and beliefs. 

Teple Habonin in Barrington 
is aware of the B'nai Mitzvah 
Revolution. "We're watching 
what's going on," said Linda 
Silverman-Levine, the director 
of education. 

"Judaism goes through these 
periods of societal change," she 
said. Today, she said, religion 
competes with many other so·
cial and community responsi
bilities. "The part that is Jewish' 
is getting smaller and smaller:• 
she said. 

"A lot of what Jewish educa
tion was in the 1950s to 1970s is 
obsolete~• ' sht! ''Said. " It "l\6'e'sh!t 
speak ·to famfries and children 
in our schools." The Jewish 
community needs to "make 
Jewish ·education relative to 
our time period." ,.r,;· 

The excessive celebrations 
are not an issue here as in other 
places, Silverman-Levine said. 
A few years ago, the synagogue 
revised its schedule, holding 
Shabbat services every Sat
urday and not just on b'nei 
mitzvah days. "It is a Shabbat 
service that the student partici-

. pates in," she said. 
Temple Bet)l.-El in Providence 

is aware of the conversation but 
believes the synagogue's ap
proach to bar and bat mitzvahs 
is working, said Rabbi Sarah 
Mack. 

"Why fix something that's not 
broken?" she said. "What we do 
at Temple Beth-El works well." 

Rabbi Mack said Beth-El in
cludes a social action compo
nent in its b'nei mitzvahs and 
works to make sure the ritual is 
community based. 

However, she is watching the 
effort and is open to sugges
tions. 

"We're always open to re
thinking, and seeing how we 
can be better," she said. "It's 
always good to re-envision and 
.. . make it a more meaningful 
experience." 

Susan Youngwood (susany
oungwood@gmail.com) is a 
member of the editorial board 
of The Jewish Voice, 
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My Son the Waiter 
BY ERIN MOSELEY 

PROVIDENCE - Join the Jew
ish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island for a night of Jewish 
Tragedy - and Comedy with, 
"My Son the Waiter, A Jewish 
Tragedy." Brad Zimmerman 

and rich life, no matter the out
come. Brad Zimmerman holds 
nothing back and tells it like it 
is. It is not a piece just for Jews, 
it is a performance for anyone 
who aspires to get the most out 
of their talents and is willing to 

stay the course. 
Brad Zimmerman 

has had the distinction 
of working as Joan Riv
ers opening act for the 
last six years or so. He 
was also George Car
lin's regular opening 
act for the final two 
years of George's life. 
You may also recognize 
Brad as Johnny Sack's 
lawyer Ron Pearse on 
the much beloved HBO 
series "The Sopranos." 

This is Brad's last 
show before beginning 
a national 36- month 
Broadway tour. "My 

combines years of training as Son the Waiter, A Jewish Trag
an actor and years on the stand- edy," will be performed on Sat
up comedy circuit to create this urday, Oct. 19, at The Alliance 
hybrid play. JCC Social Hall. Tickets are $18 

The performance weaves a dollars and the event begins at 
bittersweet tale of one man's 7:30 p.m. with a havdalah ser
lengthy - really lengthy - vice followed by a dessert re
struggle in New York. His send- ception. 
ups on his family, his ~-------------
career, his childhood 
and his misbegotten 
love life are as warm 
and poignant as they are 
hysterical. "My .Son the 
Waiter" is an atypical 
one man show, in that 
it is told through many 
vignettes, but it works, 
and, judging from the 
audience response over 
the last few years, it 
works beautifully. 

The piece has gener- A JEWISH TRAGEO 
ated much buzz while ._ _____________ __, 
delivering an inspira-
tional message: If you can find 
something in your life that you 
truly love, that gives your life 
meaning, and you don't give 
up under any circumstances, 
it can make for a meaningful 
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Sales & () Service ~ 
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◄ 401-272-4266 I I: €mail us at: germonmotorsh.tpOgmoil.com 
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FIND US: FACEBOOK. 
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For more information: 
contact Erin Moseley, Director 
of Arts & Culture and Next 
Generation Engagement 
(emoseley@jewishallianceri. 
org), or call 421-4111 ext. 108. 

One Happy 
Ad~ertiser Says ... 

Thank you all at The Voice & 
Herald for the great job you 
did with our ad in a recent 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah issue. Thanks 
to the ad, I got a phone call 
from my girlfri end's cousin 
to price up some menus - she 
recognized my picture in the 
ad. That's why we have this 
opportunity to bid for the job. 
Also, at least three or four 
people have come up to me at 
our synagogue to compliment 
me on the ad. So thank you 
for your help and guidance 
and a job well done. 

Sandy Ross 
Event Coordinator, 

Local Hero Catering 
40/ -524-5928 

www.loca/l1erocalering.co111 
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NextGen Reception at McCormick & Schmick s prior to the Jewish Alliance Annual Campaign event. 
From left: Hillary Levine, Amanda Heinsen, Meital Cafri, Lindsay Tarnoff, Nikki Hamburger, Laura 
Isaacs and Seth Finkle 

NextGen at Mike Greenberg 
BY ERIN MOSELEY 

PROVIDENCE - A night with 
Mike Greenberg on Sept. 17th 
didn't just start at 7:00 p.m. with 
Mike Greenberg's presentation. 
At 5:45 p.m., at the McCormick 
and Schmick's restaurant, in 
the Biltmore Hotel, a group of 
more than 50 Jewish Nextgen
ers, ages 22-45, gathered to net
work, socialize and relax. 

The attendees included men 
and women in their 20s, 30s 

and 40s, single and married, 
reformed, conservative and or
thodox alike, brought together 
by the common thread of Jew
ry. Together, they noshed, had a 
drink, chatted and even spent a 
few minutes talking with Mike 
Greenberg. Also mixed in were 
the founding members of the 
Collaborative Jewish NextGen 
board in Rhode Island. This 
newly-formed board includes 
Jews from all walks of Rhode 
Island Jewish life in their 20s 

and 30s. This group hopes to 
reach those unaffiliated in the 
Greater Rhode Island commu
nity through engagement and 
programming that is tailored 
for them, by them. 

For more information: 
contact Erin Moseley, Director 
of Arts & Culture and Next 
Generation Engagement 
(emoseley@jewishallianceri. 
org), or call 421-4111 ext. 108. 

Join us for the opening reception Thursday, October 3, 2013 I 7:00pm 
gallery (40 I) Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
40 I Elmgrove Avenue I Providence, RI 

Recent Works by Walter Feldman featuring reliefs hand-printed on Japanese paper 
and collages honoring the victory in World War II. 

Wine and light snacks will be served. This event is free and open to the community. 

For more information contact Erin Moseley at emoseley@jewishallianceri.org or 
40/.42/.4111 ext /08. 

Jewish Alliance 
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Local builder builds reputation on service 
Q and A with Kenneth Dulgarian 

BY ARTHUR C. NORMAN 
anorman@jewishallianceri.org 

Ken Dulgarian, President of 
Dulgarian Properties, the well
known Rhode Island real estate 
developer, is the owner of the 
Avon Cinema on the East Side 
of Providence and many pre
mier properties. In fact, his lat
est venture, on Pitman Street 
on the East Side, is called The 
Premiere Apartments. One of 
the largest local private con
struction projects since the 
latest recession, The Premiere 
Apartments created about 300 
jobs. Ken was interviewed by 
The Jewish Voice by phone and 
email. Excerpts follow: 

BUSINESS PROFILE 

Q. Tell us a bit about your 
roots. 

A. I am the youngest of 
four children. I have two older 
brothers and a twin sister. Both 
my parents were positive and 
powerful influences on my up
bringing. They taught us the 
importance of hard work and 
respect. Both of which I conduct 
myself to this day. 

Q. My first memory of you is 
from 1995 at your Avon Cin
ema on Thayer Street. You 
generously treated the entire 
Nathan Bishop school (I was 
an English teacher there) to 
a showing of "Hoop Dreams." 
Giving, giving back, is one of 
the main Jewish principles 
- tzedakkah. The other be
ing tikkun olam - making 
the world a better place. You 
seem to embrace these twin 
tenets, quietly, without blow
ing your own horn. 

A. It has always been impor
tant to me to give of myself, if 
possible, without much fanfare. 
I truly cherish my community, 
so if there is ever a time when 
I can offer any assistance to 
make it a better place, I will do 
so. 

We've also had kids to the 
theater from Meeting Street 
School, John Hope Settlement 
House, the Providence Recre
ation League and others.This 
is something that my wife and I 
have required of our three chil
dren as well. We are incredibly 
proud of their empathy towards 
others and their desire to "do 
the right thing." The greatest 
gift to myself is doing for others 
anonymously. 

Q. How did you get involved 
in the real estate business? 
Had it been a family business 

A. Every month, my folks 
took me, from a young age, to 
New York to visit my grandpar
ents. I was always in fascina
tion of that city's architecture, 
massing, density and height of 
its real estate structures. 
Q. What was the first 

Ken Dulgarian on-site. 

property you bought? Do 
you still own it? 

A. I worked for minimum 
wage and bought my first prop
erty at 19. It was on Fourth 
Street, off Hope Street, on the 
East Side. I sold it years ago_ 

Q. You have a great reputa
tion as a landlord. In fact, 
my good friend, Sylvia Den
hoff, often sings your prais
es. How did you develop that 
attitude of pleasing your cus
tomer? 

A. This attribute is what I be
liev!) sets me apart from other 
property owners. My tenants 
truly are the most important 
aspect of my business success. 
I appreciate them and want 
them to feel, on a daily basis, 
that they have made the correct 
decision to live in a Dulgarian 
property. 

I was raised in a household 
where customer service was 
the number one priority when 
running a successful busi
ness. I never waivered from 
that mindset and it is that way 
of thinking that continues to 
drive me today. My greatest joy 
is when my tenant is pleased 
with their timely requests and 
giving them peace of mind. I 
am blessed to be part of a team 
that doesn't just talk the talk, 
we walk the walk. I am grateful 
for all those who have worked 
with me for 20 to 35 years to 
have the same goal - make the 
client happy, our mantra is 'do 
it now' - not wait till morning 
on requests from our family of 
residences. 
Q. Assuming The Premier is 
successful, will you replicate 
it elsewhere? 

A. Definitely! 

DULGARIAN PROPERTI ES 

Q. Any other "previews of 
coming attractions" on the 
Dulgarian drawing board? 

A. Always! But you will have 
to wait and see! 
Q. What's the best advice 
you've received? From 
whom? 

A. My first grade teacher at 
Henry Barnard school in Provi
dence, Florence Roberts, Gov
ernor Roberts' sister-in-law and 
Judge Roberts' wife. invited me 
for dinner at their family home. 
She told me I had goodness -
don't ever change. 

My late father taught me at 
air early age that success is not 
using emotion in business, that 
character is measured by the 
hammer and fire not the soft 
easy way. 
Q. Anything else you feel our 
readers would like to know? 

A. It has been, and will con
tinue to be, an honor to be able 
to provide superior housing and 
service to the wonderfully gra
cious people of Rhode· Island. 
I hope to be doing it for a long 
time to come. 

In its truest form, service 
comes from the heart. It is a 
team of service professionals 
inspired to be naturally help
ful, empowered to graciously 
anticipate. Gestures of service 
you deserve to experience, un
obtrusively and with· a warm 
and caring manner. 

For more information on The 
Premiere Apartments, or other 
Dulgarian Properties, Call Ken 
Dulgarian at 421-0021 or visit 
premiereprov.com. 

This is one of a series of busi
ness profiles about local busi
nesses, some of which advertise 
in The Jewish Voice. 

The Jewish Voice 

FROM PAGE 1 DAY SCHOOLS 
began marketing to non-Jews, 
and created a dual-track cur
riculum that offered a choice 
between Judaic studies and 
global studies. 

The school quickly saw 
positive returns. Enrollment 
climbed, and not just among 
non-Jews. This year, the school 
has 101 students - 43 are Jew
ish. 

"The fear was Jewish families 
would not want to participate," 
said Sam Chestnut, head of the 
school. "In fact, we've seen the 
opposite." 

Lippman is one of more than 
a dozen Jewish day schools in 
North America that accept stu
dents from non-Jewish fami
lies. In many cases, their pres
ence is relatively small, at 5 or 
10 percent, but at some schools 
non-Jews comprise 50 percent 
or more of students. 

For struggling schools, the 
issue often is survival. Non
Jewish students can be a life
line, bringing in much-needed 
cash and helping schools with 
shrinking enrollment. 

"The move toward more 
schools opening up in this way 
has been driven by the prag
matics of declining Jewish 
demographics in some cities," 
said Marc Kramer, executive 
director of Ravsak, a network
ing organization for 130 Jewish 
community day schools. 

Kramer said there has been a 
recent uptick in the number of 
nondenominational Jewish day 
schools that accept non-Jews. 
In a recent survey of 50 Ravsak 
schools, 18 reported ·accepting 
non-Jewish students. 

At Arizona's Tucson He
brew Academy, head of school 
Arthur Yavelberg says the 20 
non-Jews among the school's 
164 students have boosted his 
school's viability. 

"Between the money 
they bring in and accessing 
scholarship services, you're 
talking about $200,000-plus per 
year," Yavelberg said. "Many 
families are concerned about 
social interactions as their kids 
get into adolescence, so the 
sheer numbers [of non-Jewish 
students J can make the school 
more attractive to Jewish 
families." 

In New Orleans, the local 
Jewish day school's decision 
four years ago to market to non
Jews had the opposite result -
the number of Jewish students 
plunged to 15 from about 50. 

The success of opening a 
school to non-Jewish enroll
ment often hinges on propor
tion. A small percentage of 
non-Jewish students can help 
stabilize a struggling school. 
But if a certain threshold is 
passed, the non-Jewish pres
ence can alter a school's cul
ture. 

"At what point does a notable 
presence of gentile children 
dissuade Jewish families from 
sending their kids there?" 
Kramer said. "Some families 

enroll their children in Jewish 
day schools because they want 
their environment to be defined 
by Jewish classrooms, Jewish 
values, Jewish conversations 
on the playground. What hap
pens when the conversation 
about what did you do this 
weekend includes did you go to 
church?" 

Tehiyah Day School in El 
Cerrito, Calif., just north of 
Berkeley, has had non-Jewish 
students since its founding in 
1979. Head of school Bathea 
James says the diversity of the 
250-strong student body- about 
five percent of whom are not 
Jewish - reflects the school's 
values. 

"I don't believe you should 
take non-Jewish students pure
ly for financial reasons," James 
told JTA. "If you believe it en
hances the community of your 
school, then I think you should 
do it. If we can expose the beau
ty of Judaism to more people in 
the community, why wouldn't 
we?" 

At Tehiyah, all students study 
the same curriculum. About 
30 percent of the day is spent 
on Judaic subjects, Hebrew or 
prayer. 

At Lippman, in Akron, 65 per
cent of students are in the Jew
ish track, including more than 
two dozen non-Jews, and some 
Jews have chosen the global 
studies track. Even those in 
the global program study some 
Hebrew, thanks to non-Jewish 
parents who requested it. 

Yarmulkes at Lippman are 
optional, except in Jewish stud
ies classes. But a few non-Jew
ish boys don them even outside 
of Jewish class. 

"They wear it because it feels 
like a positive expression here," 
Chestnut said. 

When it _comes to prayer, 
which is mandatory in the Jew
ish track, balancing Lippman's 
inclusive philosophy with Jew
ish law can be a bit tricky. If a 
non-Jewish student wants to be 
called to the Torah, for exam
ple, he might be partnered with 
a Jewish classmate. 

In most cases, non-Jews find 
their way to the Jewish schools 
through word of mouth, drawn 
to them because their friends 
go there, the school's academ
ics are strong or area public 
schools are weak. Some see the 
Jewish environment as a way 
to give their kids a strong ethi
cal background. Lippman is the 
rare Jewish school that actively 
markets to non-Jews through 
billboard, radio and newspaper 
advertising. 

And while Chestnut concedes 
open enrollment is not right for 
every school, in Akron's dimin
utive Jewish community, it was 
not a difficult call. 

"The first question is: Is it bet
ter to have no school at all or a 
school that offers a Jewish cur
riculum during the day and yet 
has non-Jews?" he said. "For 
our school it was an easy one." 
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On Atonement and Forgiveness 
BY ROBERTA RICHMAN 
Special to The Jewish voice 

We've all said and done things 
we regret, words we wish we 
had never uttered, casual re
marks intended or not, that 
harm a friend or family mem
ber, perhaps even an unintend
ed impulsive physical blow to 
a sibling or a child. We wish 
afterward that we could some
how take the words or actions 
back, reverse time and avoid 
harming someone, but it's too 
late. No amount of remorse 
can erase an act no matter how 
much we wish it could. So we 
take the next step. We ask for 
forgiveness. 

We go through life doing 
things in haste, under pres
sure, in anger, in retaliation, 
usually without much thought 
and without premeditation. We 
hope that with sincerity, people 
we have harmed will forgive us 
and, often, they do. The kind 
of harm we cause is usually 
overcome or forgotten. It does 
not rise to the level of unforgiv
able. 

But what happens when the 
person who has been hurt 
won't forgive and forget? What 
happens when they don't ac
cept our apology? When friends 
don' t forget or the hurt is too 
deep to forgive? How does that 
feel? Can you forgive yourself 
for the harm y9u've caused if 
the person you've hurt refuses 
fu forgive you? 

For thirty three years, I 
worked inside the state pris
on. I met thousands of men 
and women and came to know 
and care about many of them. 
Some of them committed seri
ous crimes and some have no 
remorse for the crimes they 
committed. They believe they 
were the victims, that they had 
to do what they did for a vari
ety of reasons: to get even or to 
get respect. Others knew im
mediately that what they did 
was wrong.and wish they could 
undo it. They want desperately 
to explain how they feel and 
wish they were able to seek 
forgiveness from their victims 
and those who loved them. But 
usually they can't and they 
cannot forgive themselves. 
They live with what they have 
done for the rest of their lives. 

If you have never met some-

one who has been incarcerated 
and have had little or no expe
rience with offenders and the 
criminal justice system, your 
image of an offender is prob
ably based on the media. You 
read about a sensational crime, 
a murder or a rape, and imag
ine that the perpetrator is a 
monster. 

But if you had the chance 
to meet people in prison, you · 
would know that, with very 
few exceptions, they are people 
very much like us. They are 
our children, our neighbors, 
people we've gone to school 
with or worked with. Most nev
er had some of the advantages 
growing up that we have had. 
Many of them want to ask for 
forgiveness from their victims 
but they cannot. They have 
to live with their regret much 
as their victims' families live 
with their grief. 

On Yorn Kippur, we ask for 
forgiveness from God for sins 
against him, but he cannot 
forgive us for sins against an
other. So we ask those we have 
hurt for forgiveness . 

When that is not possible, or 
is withheld, the pain we feel is 
hard to bear. I've known some 
of those people and, while my 
heart is always with the vic
tim, in some cases, I feel the 
same pain for the very real loss 
that the perpetrator experienc- . 
es as well. 

I'll tell you four short stories 
about real people and ask that 
you think about whether you 
would forgive them for their 
crimes if they asked. 

A young man went out with 
some friends one night, drank 
too much, drove home and, 
on the way, struck a vehicle 
stopped on the side of the 
road. A brother and sister had 
stopped to repair a flat tire. 
The brother was struck and 
killed. The perpetrator was 
not so different from the boy 
he killed. He did not have a 
criminal history. He was im
mediately remorseful, but that 
made little difference in his 
sentencing and no difference 
in the feelings of the victim's 
fainily. Their loss was intense 
regardless. The sister of the 
dead boy was traumatized by 
his death and the young per
petrator wanted desperately 
to ask for her forgiveness, but 

With a 100% closing rate, 
I'll keep your real estate transaction on track. 

Put my record to work for you. 
Member of: Temple Beth-El Social Action Committee, 

American S~Hing Association (ASA), W~ t Broadway Neighborhood Association (WBNA), 
Soothside Community Land Trust (SCLT) and The Steelyard. 

Jucly.Croyle@raveis.com 
401 .499.7541 

WILLIAM RA.VEIS 
REAL EsTATC. RENTALS . PROrl!RlY MANAGEMENT 
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mediation between an offender 
and the victim is very difficult 
to manage. With assistance 
from many counselors, a me
diation session was arranged' 
and both the victim and the 
perpetrator found some peace. 
But mediation is the exception. 
More often, the victim never 
forgives and anger destroys the 
lives of everyone involved. And 
the perpetrator, growing old in 

" ... we are lucky. We 
can ask to be 
for1iven." 

prison, has never been able to 
forgive himself. 

The mother of an 11-year
old girl allows her to live with 
her boyfriend's family be
cause the mother's boyfriend 
doesn't want the girl around 
the house. The boy moves on to 
another girlfriend and the then 
13-year-old girl is left behind. 
Her friends encourage her an
ger and, when the opportunity 
arises, shove a gun into her 
hand. She shoots and kills the 
new girlfriend and is sentenced 
to 40 years in prison. 

Two lives are lost - the dead 
girl and a 13-year-old whose 
childhood and young adult-

hood is lost forever. She will 
never know forgiveness for 
the life she took. And society 
took away much of her life for 
a crime she committed when 
she was far too young to under
stand the meaning of her act. 

An 18-year-old joins a gang 
seeking the love and support 
.his own family could not pro
vide. He and some others re
taliate against another gang 
for some insult or slight that 
means something only to them 
and someone is killed. He is ar
rested and charged for a mur
der that he may or may not 
have committed himself. 

In prison, he lives in isola
tion, the fate of all incarcer
ated gang members, where he 
slowly loses everything. Many 
years later, as he grew older 
and more mature, exposed to 
education and mindfulness 
in prison, his remorse grew 
stronger and stronger. He will 
die in prison for his youthful 
impulsive act of violence. His 
life is also lost. 

A young mother who is a 
drug addict neglects her child 
and stands by when her boy
friend abuses the child. The 
child dies and the mother is 
incarcerated for 2nd degree · 
murder. In prison, she gets off 
drugs and gradually begins to 
understand how devastating 
her addiction has been. She 

March of the Living Information Session 
Thursday, October 3, 2013 I 7pm 

enters drug treatment and edu
cation and grieves for her lost 
child. Can she seek atonement? 
How does she ever find forgive
ness and peace for herself? 

These are people who have 
committed the most heinous 
of crimes. They took the lives 
of others. Do they deserve for
giveness from their victims? 
How can they ever atone for 
their sins? In our world, they 
will never be forgiven or for
give themselves. 

So what is the lesson for us? 
Think about someone in your 
life - an old friend, <! relative, 
someone you were once close 
to but no longer see. If there 
is some lingering doubt about 
why you separated based on 
a perceived or real slight, a 
hurt feeling, then maybe the 
time has come to contact that 
person. Unlike so many of the 
people I've known in prison, 
we are lucky. We can ask to be 
forgiven. 

Roberta Richman (rrich
man@cox.net) retired in 2012 
from the position of Assistant 
Director of Rehabilitative Ser
vices for the R.I. Department of 
Corrections. 

Editor's note: Ms. Richman 
presented this d'var Torah at 
URI Hillel on Yorn Kippur. 

Temple Beth-El I 70 Orchard Avenue, Providence 

The March of the Living is a two week experiential journey for high school 
sophomores, junfors and seniors, unlike anything else you 've experienced. Join us and 
tfiousands of Jewish teens from around the world as we travel to Poland and Israel 
for an educational experience like no other. 

Find out all you need to know to make this trip a possibility for you! Meet other 
teens who have participated in this life changing experience that honors and 
celebrates your Jewish past, present, and future. 

For more information contact Jana Bren man at 401.4 2 I .4 I I I ext I 81 or 
jbrenman@jewishallianceri.org. 

March of the Living I April 24 - May 8, 2014 

401 ElmgroveAvenue I Providence. RI 1401.421.4111 
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WHISPERING 
PINES 

CONFERE CE 
CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 

W, Alton Jones Campus 
West Greenwich, RJ 

(401) 397-3361 ext.6056 
www.uri.edu/ajc/wpines 

The natural beauty of Whispering Pines provides an intimate 
sening for a ceremony and reception for as many as 180 

COINS 
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GENERAL SERVICES 

lt'saMit:zvah to 

RENT-A-MENSCH 
Specializing In Service for seniors 
to keep you safe and .sc:cure in your home. 

•Property Maintenance and Management 
•Safety Inspections and UP9rades to: 

•minimize fall nsk.s 
•maximize convenience, efficiency 

and safety 

Wayne Rosenberg 
Tel, 401-273-4642 • Mobile, 617-633-6062 
www.rentamensch.us RL Reg. #29694 

INSURANCE 

Brier & Brier 
Pe1sonal Service,,, Insurance Professionals 

245 Walerman Streei, #505 I Providence, RI 02906 
401-75 1-2990 I Jbricr@bricr-bricr.com 
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Rhode Island's first Reform synagogue 
and the Masonic fraternity 

Thank you 
NEW 

advertisers 
for your support BY SHAI AFSAI 

Special to The JewJsh Voice 

In 1877, a number of Jewish 
Freemasons living in Provi
dence decided to join together 
to form a new Masonic lodge, 
Redwood Lodge Number 35. 
According to Redwood Lodge's 
tradition, the group's leader, 
Myer Noot, envisioned a lodge 
that would be open to all men, 
regardless of their religion or 
ethnicity. 

In addition to founding Red
wood Lodge that year, Myer 
Noot also led the 1877 restruc
turing of the then-Orthodox 
Congregation of the Sons of 
Israel and David into Rhode 
Island's first Moderate Reform 
synagogue, which is better 
known today as Providence's 
Temple Beth-EL He subse
quently served the congrega
tion as secretary, vice-presi
dent, teacher, dues collector, 
cantor and rabbi. 

Nine of the other men whose 
names appear on Redwood's 
petition for a charter from the 
Grand Lodge of Rhode Island 
were members of the Sons of 
Israel and David as well, and 
most of them were at the fore
front of the congregation's 
Moderate Reform restructur-

Jewish Masons conform to non-Jewish symbols 
ing. Adherents of nine
teenth-century Reform 
Judaism were particu
larly preoccupied with 
integrating themselves 
into the Christian so
cial fabric of Europe 
and America, and the 
formation of Redwood 
Lodge, in addition to 
helping unite the Jew
ish Freemasons of 
Providence, served an 
integrationist function, 
linking the Sons of Is
rael and David with an 
established, respected, 
and largely Protestant 
fraternity. · 

The degree to which 
Redwood's founders Abraham Redwood 
succeeded in this social ------------
integration effort was 
fully evident when the Sons 
of Israel and David purchased 
land and moved forward with 
its plans to construct Provi
dence's first synagogue build
ing. Many of Rhode Island's 
Christian residents supported 
the endeavor, even donating 
money to help the small Jew
ish community with construc
tion costs. 

After -much exertion, suf
ficient funds were raised, and 
on September 23, 1889, the 

Grand Lodge of Rhode Island 
conducted an elaborate cor
nerstone ceremony for the con
gregation. A Masonic proces
sion set out from freemasons 
Hall, the Grand Lodge build
ing, and made its way towards 
the congregation's recently 
purchased land. Redwood 
Lodge acted as an escort to the 
Grand Lodge, and its by-laws 
were among the Masonic docu
ments placed in a box beneath 
the synagogue's cornerstone. 

Louis Baruch Rubinstein's 

Centennial History of Red
wood Lodge (1982) records that 
the "relationship between the 
Congregation Sons of Israel 
and David and Redwood Lodge 
continued [after the corner
stone ceremony] and persists 
to the present, with many of 
Redwood's membership also 
active in that congregation." 

Today, Jews from Temple 
Beth El and other Rhode Is
land synagogues remain ac
tive in the lodge. However, 
this Jewish integration into a 
distinctly non-Jewish branch 
of the Masonic fraternity has 
resulted in a number of unusu
al circumstances. One of these 
peculiarities is the lodge's coat 
of arms, which was adopted 
by Redwood's founders in 1878 
and contains Redwood's Latin 
motto, "Leo de Judah est Ro
bur Nostrum," or "the Lion 
of Judah is our Strength." In 
Freemasonry, the use of this 
motto is messianic and signi
fies that "Jesus Christ is our 
Strength." 

Similarly, a reference to Je
sus, under the name of "the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah," is 
found in one of the concluding 
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Genesis tells us that Methuse
lah lived a full 969 years and 
his son, Lamech, who later fa
thered Noah, lived an equally 
impressive interval. And .so, in 
the nine generations interven

Of Science 
&Society 

ing between 
Adam and 
Noah, the 
patriarchs 
each lived an 
average of 
858 years. 

Then came 
the years of 
trouble and 
spiritual 
dismay, cul-
minating in 

Stanley Aronson the Great 
Flood. These 

were times of corruption and 
moral debasement. And the 
Lord said: "My breath shall not 
abide in man forever, since he 
too is flesh; let the days allowed 
him be one hundred and twenty 
years." 

And -the extraordinary lon
gevity of those antediluvian 
patriarchs? Perhaps merely 
poetic metaphor; perhaps it 
was mythic bravado by the suc
ceeding generations of biblical 
scribes; perhaps it was only fan
ciful recordkeeping. But this 
is certain: Despite the tales of 
yogurt-consuming Caucasians, 
there has been no authenticated 
instance of a human surviv
ing more than the Biblically
ordained twelve decades. And 

SENIOORS The Jewish Voice 

Survival Beyond the Years of Toil 
Wealth, education and health care determine longevity 

most current biology texts rou
tinely now accept 120 years as 
the upper limit of human sur
vival. Shigichio Izumi of Ky
ushu, Japan, lived for 120 well
documented years before dying 
in 1986. And Jeanne Calment of 
New York, in 2013, was said to 
have lived for 122 years. 

decades, each new calendar 
year has added about three ad
ditional months of life expec
tancy for an English newborn. 

There continues to be vast dif
ferences in the life expectancies 
in today's nations of the world. 
Nations which are less devel-· 
oped (in terms of per capita 
wealth, education and access 
to public health resources) tend 
to have shorter lifespans. And 
so, average life expectancies in 
impoverished nations such as 
Angola, Burkina Faso or Haiti 
hover around 40 years. 

· "Beyond 85 ... there 
are no winners, 
only survivors." 

Despite its burdens of famine, 
wars and pestilence, human 
history has been a gratifying 
chronicle of increasing lon
gevity approaching, but rarely 
reaching, the Scriptural fron
tier of 120 years. The census 
data from England and Wales 
show a steady improvement 
of the length - if not necessar
ily the quality - of life. In 1541, 
the average Englishman lived 
33.7 years; in 1846, 40.9 years; in 
1984, 74.8 years. And in recent 

In wealthier nations, an esti
mated 31 percent of the popula
tion will live beyond 85 years 
and 1.5 percent will survive 
beyond their 100th birthday. 
In the United States, the aver
age 85 year-old may now look 
forward to an additional 6.2 
years of life. In the wealthiest 
of nations, particularly Japan 
and Switzerland, a small but 
increasing fraction of the very 
elderly will undergo what is 
called healthy aging, travers
ing the ninth and tenth decades 
with reduced morbidity and 
relatively undiminished secu
lar activity. For most living be-

yond 85 years, vulnerable to the 
ravages of senility, there are no 
winners, only survivors. 

The increased longevity leads 
to some curious realities: The 
average woman in an industri
alized nation may now spend 
more years nurturing her el
derly parents than the years 
she invests in bringing up her 
own children. 

The gender differential favor
ing the female is a fairly uni
versal observation, except for 
the more impoverished nations 
(such as Bangladesh) where 
prevailing social customs dis
criminately favor the male in
fant, resulting in greater mor
tality rates for female infants 
and greater survival averages 
for male adults. In the United 
States, the average 65 year-old 
male may expect another 14.7 
years of life; 65 year-old fe 
males, however, may anticipate 
another 18.6 years of life, a gra
dient differential of 3.9 years. 

Recent demographic data 
from the United ' Nations in
dicates that Japan boasts the 
healthiest longevity rates in the 
world (average survival years 
for both genders, 83 years). Isra
el, tied for fourth place, has an 
average survival age of 82; and 
the United States, in 33rd place, 
has a combined gender average 
survival of 79 years. 

Longevity records for hu
mans, elephants and even box 
turtles seem impressive until 
we confront, in profound awe, 
the giant redwood (sequoia) 
trees with their life expectan
cies measured, not in years but 
in millennia. Only then do we 
give credence to the Scriptural 
words of the psalmist: "For I am 
but a passing guest, a sojourner 
like all my fathers." 

Stanley M. Aronson, M.D. 
(smamd@cox.net), is a Provi
dence resident. 
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Dexter S. Co~e■, 87 
DANA POINT, California -

Dexter S. Cohen, formerly of 
Providence, died Sept. 17. He 
was the husband of the late 
Lois Cohen. He was the son of 
the late Lester and Annie Co
hen and the brother of Barbara 

. Rosenberg. 
He leaves a daughter, Linda 

Feldman and her husband Har
vey, a son Lon Cohen and his 
wife Lorna, and a son Jona
than Cohen. He also leaves five 
grandchildren: Lisa, Carrie, 
Landon, Stefani and Elana, as 
well as six great-grandchildren. 

His many professional accom
plishments included the owner
ship of Elliott Buick and he was 
Ol)e of the early pioneers of the 
wireless cable television indus
try. He was a founder of Yellow
stone House, a home for women 
struggling with addiction. 

Contributions may be made to 
a charity of one's choice 

Lillian C. Drescher, 87 
WEST WARWICK - Lillian 

Drescher died Sept. 16 after 
a long and courageous battle 
with leukemia. She was born 
in Providence, a daughter of 
the late Meyer and Kate (Freed
man) Goldstein. 

She is survived by her hus
band of 31 years, Walter 0. 
Drescher, and her children, 
Michelle Lawson, Diane Talan 
Aronson and Robin Justice and 
two grandchildren. She was the 
mother of the late Robert Talan. 

She earned a degree in inte
rior design from La Salle Uni
versity and utilized those skills 
in all aspects of her life. She 
was a proud member of Temple 
Am David and its former Sister
hood. 

Contributions may be made to 
Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St., Warwick, RI 02888. 

Marcia Aro■son Feinber&, 99 
PROVIDENCE - Marcia Ar

onson Feinberg died Sept. 14. 
She was the wife of the late 

Albert Aronson and the late 
Edwin Feinberg. A longtime 
resident of Rhode Island and 
charter resident ofLaurelmead, 
she was a daughter of the late 
Eli and Tillie (Tandeitnik) War
shaw. She was a life member of 
Hadassah, ORT, Jewish Federa
tion and Miriam Hospital Wom
en's Auxiliary. 

She was the mother of Stephen 
Aronson and his wife Edna of 
Bonita Springs, Fla., and Janie 
Klein and her husband Walter 
of Vernon, Conn.; she was the 
sister of the late Mina (Shell) 
Lezberg, Goldie (Norman) Car
rel, Thayer (Charlotte) War
shaw, and Jack Warshaw and 
his surviving wife Ruth. 

She was the grandmother of 
David, Liana, Kenneth, Jen
nifer, Alyssa, Tracey, Richard, 
Jeffrey and Mary; she was the 
great-grandmother of Hailey, 
Rachel, Jessica, Elayna, Pay
ton, Caroline, Owen and Evan. 
She is also survived by many 
nieces and nephews. 

Contributions in her memory 
may be made to Hadassah, 122 
Nanci Karen Drive, Warwick, 
RI 02886 or The Miriam Hos
pital, 164 Summit Ave., Provi
dence, RI 02906. 

Marjorie B■rrows Feld■u, 14 
SEATTLE, Wash. - Marjorie 

Burrows Feldman, a longtime 
Anchorage resident, died Sept. 
21, in Seattle with her family 

n and close 
I friends at 

her side. 
She was 

born on 
July 10, 
1949 in 
pr O Vi -

dence, to 
Libby Young and Murry J. Bur
rows. She earned a B.S. in Edu

. cation from Lesley College .in 
Cambridge, Mass., and a certifi
cate in paralegal studies from 
the University of Alaska at An
chorage. 

She is survived by her hus-

band of 42 years, Jeff Feldman, 
and two sons, Peter Nathaniel 
Feldman of Los Angeles, Calif. 
and James Curtis Feldman, 
of Seattle. She was the mother 
of the late Joshua David Feld
man. She took great pride and 
pleasure in her sons' lives and 
successes, rarely missing a 
music performance, hockey or 
soccer game, practice or school 
event. She was the sister of Enid 
Young Burrows of Cambridge, 
Mass. 

She worked for the Alaska 
Court System and then served 
as an administrator at Alaska 
Legal Services, responsible for 
ensuring that legal services 
lawyers, particularly those 
working in rural Alaska, had 
the resources and support they 
needed. She obtained her para
legal certificate and took a posi
tion as a paralegal in the Con
sumer Protection Section of the 
State of Alaska Attorney Gen
eral's office. She worked there 
for 17 years, retiring in August 
2012. 

She was a voracious reader 
and particularly loved the his
tory of the American West. Af
ter several years of research 
and writing, her first book, 
"The Winter Hearts" was pub
lished and was followed a few 
years later by a second novel, 
"The Loving Swords." Both 
books were set in the 19th cen
tury American West and were 
published in the U.S. and in sev
eral foreign language editions 
under the name of Marjorie 
Burrows. 

Contributions may be made to 
Friends of Pets, P.O. Box 240981, 
Anchorage, AK 99524, or at 
friendsofpets.org. 

Sid■ey Golds■itll 
BAL HARBOUR, Fla. - Sid

ney Goldsmith died Sept. 13. 
He was the husband of Marilyn 
Goldsmith. Born in Providence, 
he was the son of the late Milton 
and (Cora) Goldsmith. 

He served in the U.S. Navy 
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aboard the USS Wasp and then 
in Guam. He was the president 
of Wm. M. Jette Company for 
50 years and was known for 
his many innovative products, 
which were sold worldwide. 

Besides his wife, he is sur
vived by his sons Ronald and his 
wife Barbara of Cranston and 
Charles (Chuck) of Long Beach, 
Calif., his granddaughters Jade 
and Dakota Goldsmith and Am
ber Grander and her husband 
Josh and his great-grandson 
Brayton of Victorville, Calif. 

He is also survived by his 
sisters Betsy Yetra and Estelle 
Fradin and his brother Howard 
and wife Sharon, all of Crans
ton, his four stepchildren and 
many nephews and nieces. 

Shiva will be observed at the 
home of Ronald and Barbara 
Goldsmith, 80 East Hill Drive, 
Cranston on Sunday, Sept. 
29, from 1 to 5 p.m. and 6:30 to 
9:00 p.m. Contributions may be 
made to the American Heart 
Association. P.O. Box 3049, Syr
acuse, NY 13220-3049. 

Ke■■et~ S. Gree■ber&, 45 
POMPANO BEACH, Fla. -

Kenneth Greenberg died on 
Sept. 12. The son of Richard and 
Marilyn Greenberg,of Deerfield 
Beach, Fla. and Narragansett, 
R.I. , he lived in Pompano Beach 
for the past 15 years. He is also 
survived by his sister Jodi R. 
Greenberg of San Francisco. 
His grandparents were the late 
Daniel and Lillian Tolman and 
the1iate Myer and Irene Green
berg. 

He graduated in 1985 from 
Providence Country Day School 
and attended Northeastern Uni-

.. . 

September 27, 2013 I 31 

versity. He worked for Randol's 
Swimming Pool Supplies in 
Pompano Beach and had a very 
special love of animals, res
cuing several throughout the 
years. 

Contributions may be made to 
the Humane Society of Broward 
County, 2070 Griffin Road, Fort 
Lauderdale, FL. 33312 

Tillie (Wei■berc) Klitz■er, 95 
LINCOLN - Tillie (Weinberg) 

Klitzner died on Sept. 21. Born 
in Pawtucket on Oct. 30, 1917, a 
daughter of the late Max and Ce
lia (Stig) Weinberg, she was the 
,-------, wife of the 

late William 
Klitzner. 

Prede
c e a s e d 
by her 
husband, 
daughter 
Rhoda and 
son Carl, 
she used her 

"'------"' experiences 
to help oth-

ers. She displayed honesty in 
matters of the heart, touching 
all those around her. 

She volunteered at Hasbro 
Hospital for decades and will be 
remembered by staff and fami
lies there for her dedication to 
young cancer patients. 

She is survived by her chil
dren, Alan and Leta Klitzner 
of Cumberland and Dayle and 
John Kellner of Weybridge, Vt.; 
and her grandchildren, Jona
than and Deborah Salinger, 
Jeff and Dana Klitzner, Heidi 
and Joel Solomon, Dean and Jill 
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FROM PAGE 31 OBITUARIES 
Klitzner, William and Michael 
Kellner, and 11 great-grand
children. She also leaves her 
surviving-brother and his wife, 
Samuel and Lillian Weinberg of 
Cranston and many nieces and 
nephews. She was predeceased 
by her siblings, Rose, Ida, Mur
ray and George. 

Contributions may be made to 
Hasbro Hospital Child Life Pro
gram, P.O. Box H, Providence, 
RI 02901 or the Philip Hulitar 
Inpatient Hospice Center, 1085 
North Main St., Providence, RI 
02904. 

Can8le 
l!i ·ngl.i es 

Gr.eatec R.I. ar.ea 

Sharyn (Va■k■) Wilk, 64 
CRANSTON - Sharyn Wilk 
died Sept. 10. Born in Provi
dence, she was a daughter of Es
ther (Lecht) Yanku and the late 
Leonard Yanku. She was an in
formation technologist for the 
City of Cranston. She lived her 
bucket list her entire life. She 
was a lifelong learner and vol
unteer, serving on numerous 
boards, including the Provi
dence Ronald McDonald House. 

She is survived by her chil
dren Saul (Lindsay) Wilk of 
Grafton, Mass., and Jason Wilk 
(Erin Duffek) of Cranston. She 
was the sister of Robert (Lor
raine) Yanku of Leesburg, Va., 
Alan (Cheri) Yanku of Lincoln, 
Steven (Gail) Yanku of Crans
ton and Lisa (David) Maroni of 
Cranston, and the grandmother 
of Levi, Tobias, Ayden and Isa
iah. 

Contributions may be made to 
ALS Association-RI. Chapter, 
2915 Post Road, Warwick, RI 
02886 or Compassionate Care 
ALS, P.O. Box 1052, West Fal
mouth, MA 02574. 

FROM PAGE 29 MASONIC 
lectures of Rhode Island's Mas
ter Mason Degree, where it is 
stated that a Christian's "Faith 
in the merits of the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah" assures him of 
his own future resurrection 
from the grave. 

Other statements having to 
do with resurrection in Rhode 
Island's Master Mason Degree 
speak of the superiority of 
"the Christian dispensation" 
(Christianity) over "the Jewish 
hierarchy" (Judaism), and 
describe Christianity as the 
most complete religious stage 
humanity has passed through. 
Christianity is said to be 
superior to Judaism because 
the former purportedly proves 
the doctrine of future bodily 
resurrection from the grave, 
whereas the Hebrew Bible does 
not. In this manner Rhode 
Island Freemasonry reiterates 
supercessionist/replacement 
theology, the notion that 
Christianity has superseded 
and replaced Judaism. 

According to The Providence 

Journal's report of the events, 
the 1889 Masonic cornerstone 
ceremony for the Sons· of Israel 
and David's synagogue included 
the Lord's Prayer and invoked 
the patronage of Christian 
saints. Prior to consecrating 
the synagogue's cornerstone, 
the Journal reported, "Grand 
Master [George H. Kenyon] ap
proached the stone, and, strik-

ing it three times with his gav
el, said: 'To the glory of God, 
under the patronage of the Holy 
Saints John the Baptist and the 
Evangelist, I declare this stone 
to be well formed, true and 
trusty, and laid by us in ample 
form."' 

The Jewish Voice 

slight modification as would 
make it conform to the Jewish 
faith ." 

Whether or not the Grand 
Lodge slightly modified its cor
nerstone ceremony, the aspira
tion of the Jews of Redwood and 
the members of Providence's 
Moderate Reform congregation 
to more fully integrate into the 
surrounding Christian society, 
and to affiliate with an estab
lished and respected non-Jew
ish fraternity, had been public
ly fulfilled that September day. 
Masonic involvement came at a 
price, however. Over a century 
later, Jewish members continue 
to accommodate themselves tQ 
Rhode Island Freemasonry's 
Christian ritual, lectures, and 
symbolism. 

Shai Afsai (ggbi@juno.com) 
lives in Providence. 

Cranston Seniors offer a day trip 
Portions of that account were 

later contested by Grand Mas
ter Kenyon. At the 100th annu
al communication of the Grand 
Lodge of Rhode Island, in May 
1890, he asserted that "on the 
day mentioned the corner stone 
was laid in ample form accord
ing to the ritual adopted by 
Grand Lodge, with only such 

Editor's note: The above is 
excerpted from Shai Afsai's 
article "Jews and Freemasons 
in Providence: Temple Beth-El 
and Redwood Lodge," winner of 
the 2013 Eleanor Hor vitz Award 
of the Rhode Island Jewish 
Historical Association, which 
memorializes the RIJHA's long
time librarian and archivist, 
and will be published in the 
upcoming issue of the Rhode 
Island Jewish Historical Notes. 
The award presentation took 
place on Sept. 22. 

Cranston Senior Guild Trip 
to Foxwoods. $21 per per
son includes motor coach 
transportation, $10 food 
and $15 keno coupons. 

Contact Sunny 
Weintraub at 765-0748 
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A Rich Inheritance 
Our community keeps reinventing itself, finding 
new ways to engage young people and adults, 
families and singles, in the rich fabr ic of Jewish life. 
But some things never change. Like the way each 
generation plans and builds for the next, making 
sure the foundations of Jewish life are strong and 
can respond to evolving needs. When you leave a 
Jewish legacy, you join this chain of builders. You 
leave your children and grandchildren a precious 
inheritance, and a lasting testimony to your values. 

To .fearn mere about making a legacy gift, contact 
Edward Bruckner at 40 1.421.4 111 ext. 174 or 

...ebruckner@jewishallianceri.org 

Milton Stanzler; an avid swimmer and past president of 
the JCC, circa 196 1. 

Archival image courtesy of Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association. 

40 I Elmgrove Avenue I Providence. RI 
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Gerald and Marjory Miller 
celebrate their golden anniversary 
WOONSOCKET - On the evening of June 23, 2013, 

the Brenner family and their friends turned back the 
clock to 1963. Fifty years have elapsed since their wed
ding day, but the bride and groom are as in love as ever. 
Gerald and Marjory Brenner stood under the huppa 
and renewed their vows at Congregation B'nai Israel 
in Woonsocket. Officiated by Rabbi William Kaufman 
and Cantor Jodi Stern Blackstein, the beautiful cer
emony included the couple's grandchildren, who said 
the $even Blessings. 
. Afterward, the Brenners' four sons, along with their 
families , hosted a celebratory luncheon. Jeffrey and 
Elizabeth, Richard and Andrea, Todd and Lauren, and 
Jay and Larissa also prepared a nostalgic slide show to 
honor the loving marriage of their parents. Some of the 
guests, such as Henry Z. Brenner, the best man, Sha
ron Kaplan Strongin, a bridesmaid, and Zita Brenner 
Kaplan, Gerald's sister, were witness to the couple's 
testimony of love for the second time. The newlyweds' 
eight grandchildren: Rebecca, Talia, Caleb, Matthew, 
Alexis, Jared, Hudson and Skylar, will always have the 
memory of their grandparents' lasting union, proof of 
love's power. 

Marjory and Gerald Miller in 1963 
on their wedding day 

, ' , , , , ' 
, , , : , , 

Gerald and Marjory Miller in 2013 
on their 50th wedding anniversary 

Marjory Ann Miller, the daughter of the late Dr. Ju
lius and Lillian Miller of New York City and Gerald 
Brenner, the son of the late Morris and Sylvia Brenner 
of Woonsocket, met in high school and attended URI to
gether. Marjorie also has a Master of Arts in teaching 
from Brown University. In 2012, Marjorie retired from 
the Halliwell School in North Smithfield and has been 
substitute teaching. Gerald has L.L.B. and J .D. degrees 
from Suffolk University Law School; he's a practicing 
attorney in Woonsocket. 

Left to right, at last year's 99th birthday celebration, are grand
daughter Deb Bloomberg, Bea Wattman Miller, daughter Caryl
Ann Nieforth and son Donald E. Miller, Esq. 

100th birthday - Beatrice Watt
man Miller celebrated her 100th 
birthday luncheon with 55 well 
wishers from Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, Connecticutt, 
New Hampshire, Maryland and 
Florida on Sunday, Sept. 22. 

A lifelong resident of Provi
dence and Barrington Beach, 
Bea graduated from Brown Uni
versity, Class of 1935, received a 
Teaching Certificate from RIC 
and a Master of Library Science 
from URI in 1968. 

She has been a social worker 
and was the Librarian/Media 
Specialist at Nathan Bishop 
Middle School for 15 years. 

Known for her keen bridge 
playing since childhood, she is 
a National Life Master of Con-

tract Bridge. 
Bea was married to Meyer S. 

Miller for 40 years before his 
death; they had two children, 
Caryl-Ann Miller Nieforth and 
Donald E. Miller, Esq. Bea now 
has three grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren. She 
was the sister of the late Irving 
Wattman and Edwin (Bunty) 
Wattman, D.D.S. 

"We had a fine party today," 
said daughter Caryl-Ann. 
"Mother enjoyed every minute 
of it and everyone gave her a 
standing ovation when she en
tered. When the birthday cake 
was brought in, she displayed 
her marvelous sense of humor 
and said, "Don't cut it! I want to 
bring it home." 

' Mutual Engineering · 
Service Co. 

A rnvl~ON OF THE PETRO GROUP 

conve1t •_:,,ouas Cornu,ere gas 
hear seruice 

&safes 

Heating & Air Conditioning Specialists 
From Tune-Ups to New Equipment! 
. NOW INSTAlllNG GENERATORS! 

• Air Conditioning • Gas Heating • Heat Pumps • RoofTop Systems• 

want Comfort? The Feeling is "Mutual!" 
Keening vou comfortable since 1934! 

Residential & Commercial Projects 

www.mutualengineering.net 
A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, INSlALIATION & SERVICE COMPANY VISA 

Call David Epstein at 401-351-3900 
• 

Send us your simchas 
Share your joyful events and happenings by submitting them 
for publication in The Jewish Voice. E-mail to: anorman@ 

jewishallianceri.org or mail to: 
The Jewish Voice, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 02906 
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We're a place to socialize 
Ancl a place for social justice 

We're a place to celebrate the good times 
And a place to seek help in uncertain times 

We're a place with a supportive early childhood center 
And a place that supports Jewish children worldwide 

We're a place to lift weights 
And a place to Ii~ your spirits 

We're a place to strengthen literacy 
And a place to share your story 

We're a place to learn to swim 
And a place to immerse yourself in arts & culture 

We're a place for seniors to gather for a meal 
And a place that caters to their dignity 

We're a place that raises funds 
And a place that invests in Jewish peoplehood 

We're a place to explore and celebrate your 
Jewish identity 
And a place that welcome all ages, faiths and 
backgrounds 

For nearly 70 years. the Jewish All iance of Greater 
Rhode Island has been making our community 
stronger. more engaging, and more vibrant. On ly 
the Jewish Alliance is able to look across the entire 
community to see where the needs and opportunities 
are greatest and then bring the people and r·esources 
together to address these priorities. 

The Alliance works with community partners to 
deliver_ more than 300 programs and services 
worldwide that build a healthy, strong Jewish 
community that is committed to social justice and 
experiencing Jewish life togethe r. 

The Jewish Voice 

Passerby visiting the Alliance tent to have her blood pressure read and learn about 
our new Be Well program offered from J -Fitness. 

Run, Cycle or Walk to your 
nearest Cyclovia Event 

Providence cyclists and public alike enjoy fitness and fun 
BY KARA MARZIALI 

PROVIDENCE - For families that were 
in synagogue all day on Saturday, Sept, 
14, for Yorn Kippur, the following day's 
Cyclovia event was certainly a change 
of pace. Cyclovia is an international 
phenomenon that reportedly began in 
Bogota, Colombia and has spread to cit
ies across the globe, including New York 
City, Chicago, Seattle, San Francisco, 
Los Angeles, Miami, Cambridge, Mass., 
and Providence. On Sunday, Sept. 15, 
Cyclovia Providence took place on Hope 
Street between Lippitt Park and Ro
chambeau Avenue. 

Cyclovia, which translates from Span
ish into English as "bike path," is a car
free event that opens Providence streets 
to people so that they can walk, skate, 
run, bicycle, exercise and just socialize. 
It is supported by the Hope Street Mer
chants Association, of which the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island is a 
member, the Providence Department of 
Parks and Recreation and several local 
companies. Cyclovia was sponsored by 
Mayor Taveras in collaboration with the 
City's Healthy Communities Office and 
the Providence Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Advisory Commission. "Cyclovia Provi
dence [provides] an opportunity for resi
dents from every corner of the city to 
come together, exercise, have fun 
and enjoy all that Providence has 
to offer," said Mayor Taveras 
on the City's website. 

Project for Public Spaces, a 
nonprofit planning organiza
tion, has described Cyclovia 
as a large-scale community 
building exercise that facili
tates social interaction and 

activity between people of all ages, in
comes, occupations, religions and races. 

Cyclovia included a farmer's market, 
bicycle workshops and fitness fun for all 
ages. Alliance JCC fitness professionals 
were there to share their expertise and 
encourage passersby. Fitness activities 
included yoga on the Boulevard green, 
belly dancing, circuit training, a hula 
hoop contest for kids and BeWell infor
mation sessions. In addition, the Alli
ance set up a tent on Hope Street with 
crafts and healthy snacks. 

Kara Marziali (kmarziali@jewishal
lianceri.org) is Director of communica
tions for the Jewish Alliance. 
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Claire Perlman spoke about the Jewish community in Cuba. 

Linda Miller recounted her experiences on the Alliance's Cuba 
mission in April 2013. 
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From left, Susan Leach DeBlasio, Vice Chair of Financia l Resource Development; Mitzi Berke/hammer, 
Lion of Judah Chair; Susan Froehlich; Sharon Gaines, Lion of Judah Campaign Chair. 

Home Sweet Home took place at the beautiful home of Mitzi Berke/hammer on Sept. 12. 

FROM PAGE 3 SWEET 
across the U.S., including the 
Jewish Alliance. Both speak
ers emphasized the pride they 
felt to be able to help the Cuban 
delegation participate in the 
Maccabiah games in Israel this 
summer. 

Berkelhammer poignantly 
reminded the women in atten
dance that "the Lion of Judah 
is a symbol of strength and maj
esty in the Jewish world and a 
reminder that each woman can 
make a significant contribu-

tion to the Jewish community." 

For more information: 
contact Trine Lustig, Senior 
Development Officer at the 
Jewish Alliance at tlustig@ 
jewishallianceri.org or 
421-4111 ext. 223. 

WWW.JVHRI.ORG 

Your only Rhode Island Online Jewish Newspaper 
Visit it often. 
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~ Caring and Social Responsibility: Helping our Loco/ Community in Need 

: ... ~ . . . . . ' ' . 
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People of all ages need help these days - including seniors, 
many of whom are living alone and struggling quietly to 
manage life's logistics and make ends meet. 

Our Caring and Social Responsibility initiative is there for 
home-bound seniors - making it possible for volunteers 
to deliver more than I 0,000 kosher Meals on Wheels, and 
some very welcome conversation and critical social support, 
to people who may not have other visitors or social 
support. We also partner with the Jewish Seniors Agency to 
send volunteers to nursing homes, assisted living residences, 
hospitals, and private homes - making 4,000 visits annually 
to keep elders company and help them celebrate Shabbat 
and continue other Jewish traditions. 

Please support our 2014 Annual Campaign. 

40 I Elmgrove Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

401.421.4111 
www.jewishallianceri.org 

Senior Cafe, a program of 
Jewish Family Service 
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: · · • f0,000 Kosher Meals 

• 4,000 Annual Visits 
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more than 160 
people received 
food and a sense 
of community from 
Kosher Nutrition/ 
Meals-on-Wheels 

wltk ~oM~ ke.Ap, 
we.,~ Ao Mo~. 
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