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Annual Awards Breakfast 
Rabbis Amy Levin and Andrew Klein honored 

ARTHUR C. NORMAN 

As with our own personal 
health and fitness r egimen, 
some results are visible - oth
ers not. So it is with the Alli
ance J CC fitness center - some 
upgrades, the external ones, 
are easily noticeable - others 
are "inside" and not so appar -

ent at first . In an effort to en
hance the member experience, 
the Alliance is taking steps to 
modernize the J-Fitness as the 
first steps of a larger building 
"makeover." 

BY ARTHUR C. NORMAN 
anorman@jewishallianceri.org 

On Thursday, October 31, 
the West Valley Inn was the 
setting for a glorious convo
cation of the Rhode Isla nd 
faith community. Hosted by 
the Rhode Island State Coun-

cil of Churches (RISCC), the 
4th Annua l Heroes of Fa ith 
Breakfas t brought together 
more than 325 members of the 
Chr istian , J ewish , Muslim 
a nd Hindu communities to 
honor individuals who have
have had a significant impact 

on improving interfaith rela
tionships and understanding 
in Rhode Island. 

The first thing you will notice 
at the fitness center is the new, 
vibrant and energizing pa int 
scheme. The flooring through-

FITNESS I 20 

After a brief welcome by 
Reverend Betsy Garland, 
president of the RISCC, 
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Women's Alliance holds its Annual Campaign Celebration 
Donate to the community and meet bestselling author Pam Jeno ff 

BY IRINA MISSIURO 
IMissiuro@jewishallia nceri.org 

The Women's Alliance members 
are hands-on, independent women 
who enjoy participating in philan
thropic events and socializing with 
like-minded inspiring individuals 

of this empowering community. 
The goal of the Women's Alliance 
is to instill a sense of J ewish iden
tity in all women through raising 
funds, establishing diverse pro
gramming, developing leadership 
and providing community service. 

Founded in Miami, Florida, 

in 1972, the Annual Campaign 
has been pa rt of a long-standing 
tradition. Chaired for the first time 
by the grandmother of Hillary 
Schulman, the Jewish Alliance's 
financial resource development 
associate , the Campaign 
Celebration was resumed last year 

No charitable gift has a greater 
impact on the lives of Israelis. 

There are many ways to support Israel and its people, but none is more transformative 
than a gift to Magen David Adorn, Israel's emergency medical response and blood service 
agency. Your gift to MDA isn't just changing lives, it's literally saving them, providing critical 
care and hospital transport for everyone from victims of heart attacks to casualties of rocket 
attacks. Save a life. Make a year-end gift to Magen David Adom today. 
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after a hiatus. On Wednesday, 
November 20, the Women's 
Alliance will hold its annual 
event, chaired by Lezli Pious, 
at Ledgemont Country Club in 
Seekonk, Massachusetts. 

CELEBRATION I 24 Pam Jeno.ff 
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QUOTABLE QUOTE 

"We can all make 
a difference in 
other people's 
lives." 

ART The Jewish Voice 

Walter Feldman deconstructs himself 
Internationally renown artist at gallery (401) 

BY LEE KOSSIN 
Special to the Jewish Voice 

Walter Feldman, whose show 
of Recent Works is on display 
at gallery (401) through Nov.15, 
spoke in an informal question 
and answer session about his 
work on Tuesday, Oct. 29. Feld
man, who is quite a raconteur, 
began by sharing with more 
than two dozen attendees the 
setting that informed the small 
abstract collages in his show. 
These collages are listed as 
"Collage and Flame on Can
vas" in the sale catalog. As he 
said, he wanted to let us know 
how they came about - not only 
how they were made but also 
how they were "psychologically 
born." 

As a combat infantryman in 
1945, Feldman recalled a cold, 
icy and windy day as a first 
scout - a soldier whose role it 
was to draw enemy fire so that 
the artillery could know their 
location. He remembered rest
ing in a Belgian town when his 
infantry was told to get ready. 
They spent the next eight hours 
on a truck and then digging 
foxholes and waiting until they 
were under attack. Walter re
members ending up on a field , 
under a tree and looking up to 
see a beautiful orange cloud 
infiltrated by bits of black. 

His next memory was of being 
hit by shrapnel, experiencing 
pain and operations, eventu
ally winding up in a hospital 
in Britain and discovering, 
through pain and X-rays, even 
more shrapnel still lodged in 
his body. 

Of course, he said, the experi
ence of war and injury changes 
one. Feldman wanted to express 
some of this experience visu-

ally. He found some old canvas 
that had been prepared with 
lead white. He discovered that, 
by manipulating the canvas, 
cracks appeared which could be 
used as drawings. Next, he used 
an acetylene torch with which 
he could darken and burn holes 
into the canvas. The burning is 
symbolic to him ofa catastroph
ic event. His canvasses are ab
stract so that we, as the viewers, 

can join our own references to 
the references which he, as the 
artist, imagines. Thereby his 
work depends on the interac
tion between the two witnesses. 
This is why he prefers abstract 
art to representational art in 
his own work. 

After this introduction, mem
bers of the audience asked a 
variety of questions of the art
ist. People were interested in 
how he came up with some of 
the symbols in his work. Feld
man said that he takes much 
time to prepare before he starts 
a project, such as his mosaic at 
Temple Emanu-El, by reading 
and research. He incorporates 
many meaningful symbols, 
transformed by his imagina
tion and hand, in his work. He 
also spent a year in Rome learn
ing the art of mosaics from arti
sans because it was a new me
dium for him. 

When asked for the influences 
in his life, he stated that his fa
vorite artists included De Koon
ing, Klee and Byzantine artists . 
Also, he feels that his students 
have had a profound influence 
on his life. He mentioned that 
he is founding a Trust to sup
port young artists in Boston 
and one of his board members 
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Kristallnacht 75th Anniversary 
BY ALICE GOLDSTEIN 

On November 9 of this year, we 
commemorate the 75th anni
versary of Kristallnacht - the 
Night of Broken Glass. The event 
marked a crescendo in the ever
escalating abuse of Germany's 
Jews that had been underway 
for the previous five years, ever 
since the Nazis came to power. 
Jews had been successfully iso
lated socially, broken economi
cally and removed from the body 
politic by being declared no lon
ger citizens of Germany. Most 
legal, cultural and social insti
tutions had gradually become 
off limits. Even public schools 
were no longer available for Jew
ish children. That is why I, as a 
seven-year-old, was not at home 
when the pogroms of Kristall
nacht occurred. I was living 
with my maternal grandparents 
in Freiburg, a city not far from 
my home village of Kenzingen. 
But I have vivid recollections of 
the time and have heard what 
happened in Kenzingen that 
night and the following day. 

My family had been living in 
Germany since the middle of 
the eighteenth century and my 
,great grandfather established 
a dry goods store in Kenzingen 
in the middle of the nineteenth 
century. It flourished in the vil
lage environment and provided 
a comfortable living. The family 
was fully integrated into village 
activities even while remaining 
fully observant Jews, and my fa
ther and his brothers were an ac
tive part of the social and athlet
ic life of their cohort. My mother, 
brought up in the nearby city of 
Freiburg, brought a breath of 
urban culture to the village and 

was greatly appreciated for her 
piano playing and good cook
ing. The good life our family had 
in Kenzingen was sharply cur
tailed once Hitler came to pow
er. The event of Kristallnacht 
heightened the urgency they felt 
to leave Germany. 

The pogroms of November 
9, 1938 were carefully and cen
trally orchestrated at the high
est echelons of the Nazi govern
ment. At given orders, hundreds 
of synagogues all over Germany 
were vandalized and burned. 
The beautiful Freiburg syna
gogue went up in flames. The 

. next day my Opa Valfer (grand
father) disappeared from our 
household. Jewish schools were 
abruptly closed. In a few days, 
my Mama came to take me home 
to Kenzingen, where our store 
was boarded up, and both my 
Papa and Opa Dreifuss were 
missing. Decades later I learned 
the story of Kristallnacht in 
Kenzingen. 

All during the day of Novem
ber 9, school children were mo
bilized to march in the village 
streets, singing nationalistic and 
anti-Semitic songs. Teachers all 
wore their swastika armbands; 
Hitler Youth appeared in uni
form. Blood-red flags with the 
black swastika hung from every 
possible window. Tension rose 
with each turn of the march
ing children and Hitler Youth 
through the narrow streets. My 
parents and grandparents, who 
lived in apartments above our 
store, could only bolt the door, 
close the shutters and hope that 
people would forget that they 
were huddled inside the house. 
No one stopped by to offer a word 

181 Wayland Avenue, Providence, RI 02906 
401-861-1414 • www.reliablegoid;com 

Frieburg Synagogue 

of comfort or encouragement. 
That evening, a group of men, 

ostensibly from the surround
ing area, were organized by 
the Gestapo, plied with liquor, 
and marched into Kenzingen. 
There, they zeroed in on the only 
Jewish-owned shop in town -

the books and piano sheet mu
sic they could find. They threw 
them out the window and piled 
them in a heap on top of the mer
chandise. Then they set fire to 
the entire mound and kept the 
flames going through much of 
the night, while my terrorized 
parents and grandparents hud
dled helplessly in their home. 

The next day, the Gestapo 
arrived in Kenzingen in open 
lorries. They went to each of 
the three houses in Kenzingen 
where Jews lived and arrested 
all the males age 16 and over. 
At the time, my Opa Dreifuss 
was out of the house, taking his 
usual morning walk in the coun
tryside. Farmers told him that 

the police were looking 
for him so, not wishing 

to get the family into 
trouble, he hurried 

:::L~!..L.,,_ _ _.~~---, back 
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ours, broke the glass window 
and looted the store. Although 
a three-year boycott had left the 
store with pitifully few goods, 
these were piled in a heap in the 
street. The men then went up 
to the third floor - my parents' 
apartment - and gathered all 

and 

change 
into slippers be

fore the Gestapo ar
rived. 
He and my Papa, 

like Jews all over southwest
ern Germany, were transported 
to the Dachau Concentration 
Camp. Many, like my relatives, 
were taken in open trucks, in 
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BY ADELE GEFFEN EIL 
Special to the Jewish Voice 

If you've been missing Hinda 
Eisen's beautiful voice in the 
sanctuary of Temple Emanu-El, 
you're in luck. Hinda Eisen, for
mer Ritual Director and guest 
cantor for the High Holy Days at 
Temple Emanu-El, will be back 
at the temple on Saturday, Nov. 
23, to present a solo concert 
sponsored by Arts Emanu- El, 
entitled "Journeys in Prayer." 
The public is invited to attend. 
"Journeys in Prayer" will also 
serve as Eisen's graduation 
concert from Hebrew College 
where, in June 2014, she will be 
ordained as a cantor and will be 
granted a master's degree in Ju
daic Studies. 

ARTS 

Welcome Back, Hinda 
Varied program to show Cantor's full range 

"Journeys in Prayer" is a var
ied program that reflects her 
range both as a musician and 
as a person. She will sing in six 
languages including English, 
Hebrew, Yiddish and Ladino 
(the language of Sephardic Jew
ry). While all the selections are 
spiritual, some are religious -
cantorial music from the golden 
age of cantorial music (1890 
- 1930) and some secular - e.g., 
lullabies and love songs. 

The cantorial program at 
Hebrew College envisions the 
cantor as more than a musi
cian. The program prepares its 
students to be pastors, spiritual 
leaders, teachers and represen
tatives of the community. Even 
before ordination, Eisen's voice 
carries all that and more in its 
tones. 

"Journey in Prayer - a con
cert by Hinda Eisen" will be 
performed at Temple-Emanu
El, Saturday, Nov. 23 at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 in advance, $15 
at the door, and include a post
concert reception with Hinda 

The Jewish Voice 

The Edwards Twins 

Las Vegas 
comes to 

Temple Beth-El 

Eisen grew up in West 
Caldwell, New Jersey, and 
graduated from Boston Uni
versity in 2009 with a major in 
religion and a minor in special 
education for children with se
vere disabilities. While at BU, 
she joined the Zamir Chorale 
of Boston under the direction 
of its founder Joshua Jacobson, 
Professor of Music and Director 
of Choral Activities at North
eastern University. She served 
as Conducting Fellow to Profes
sor Jacobson during the 2008-
2009 academic year and since 
then has, in addition to singing 

'----------------------~ - H- IN-D~AEISEN Eisen. 

The Brotherhood of Temple 
Beth-El is proud to present the 
Amazing Edwards Twins, live 
on stage at Temple Beth-El on 
Saturday, November 16th. This 
Las Vegas-quality act features 
the music of your favorite sing
ing legends, including Elton 
John, Billy Joel, Cher, Bette 
Midler and many more. The 
show is open to the public. Tick
ets are $35 each and proceeds 
go to help the Brotherhood's 
College Scholarship Fund for 
Graduating Seniors. Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. with food and 
beverages available. The Show 
begins at 8:30 p.m. in the chorale, been on its staff 

as Assistant to the Conductor. 
Eisen became Ritual Director 

at Temple Emanu-El soon after 
graduation from college. She 
began her cantorial studies on 

To Life Center -

a part-time basis while serving 
as Ritual Director at Emanu-El; 
she left her position at Emanu
El in July 2012 to devote herself 
full time to her cantorial stud-
ies. 

Everyone Deserves a Little 
TLC - Adult Day Services 

'' 

Purchase tickets at Temple 
Emanu-El website, teprov.org, 
or by check to Temple Emanu
El, 99 Taft Ave., Providence, RI 
02906; with note: "Hinda Eisen 
Concert." 

.. - -~ .. -·" .,,,. 

For more information: con
tact Brotherhood President 
John Catania, 598-7085. 

A test of a people is how it behaves toward the old. 
But the affection and care for the old, the incurable, 
the helpless are the true gold mines of a culture. 

Abraham J. Heschel Here is what people are saying 

For further information, contact Susan Adler at 
Sadler-jeri@jsari.org, or 621-5374 
www.jsari.org 

Partially funded by the Jewish Alliance 

"TLC has so many great activities:' 
''TLC reminds us of home:' 

"TLC meals are kosher." 
"I no longer have to worry about my loved one during the day:' 

TLC offers dignity and companionship; 
L'chaim- To Life! 
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Is the sky falling? 
Scholars Analyze the 2013 Pew Report 

on the Future of American Jews 
The Program in Judaic Studies 
at Brown University and Brown 
RISD Hillel invites you to a pan
el discussion on the recently 
released Pew report on Thurs
day, Nov. 14. The program will 
be held at 7:30 p.m. at Room 115, 
MacMillan Hall, 167 Thayer 
St., Providence. 

PANELISTS: 
• Lila Corwin Berman, As

sociate Professor and Director, 
Feinstein Center for American 
Jewish History, Temple Univer
sity 

• Calvin Goldscheider, Profes
sor Emeritus of Sociology and 
Ungerleider Professor Emeri
tus of Judaic Studies, Brown 
University 

• Laurence Kotler-Berkowitz, 
Director, Research and Anal
ysis, Jewish Federations of 
North America 

• Daniel Vaca, Visiting Assis
tant Professor, Religious Stud
ies, Brown University 

MODERATOR: 
• Maud S. Mandel, Associate 

Professor of History and Judaic 
Studies and Director, Program 
in Judaic Studies, Brown Uni
versity. 

This event is co-sponsored by: 
Center for the Study of Race 

and Ethnicity in America 
Department of History 
Department of Religious 

Studies 
Office of Chaplains and Reli

gious Life 
Population Studies & Train

ing Center 

For more information: Con
tact Marshall Einhorn, execu
tive director, Brown RISD Hil
lel, at 863-9354. 

The 20th Anniversary of the 
Oslo Peace Accord: 

Gershon Baskin to speak 
Gershon Baskin is the found
er of Israel-Palestine Center 
for Research and Information 
(IPCRI), an advisor to Israeli 
Prime Ministers on the Peace 
Process and negotiator with 
Hamas for Release of Israeli 
Soldier Gilad Shalit. 

This program is sponsored 
by: 

· Program in Judaic Studies
Brown RISD Hillel 

• Watson Institute for Inter
national Studies, Middle East 
Studies Brown Students for Is
rael 

• J Street U Brown 
The program will take place 

Nov. 19 at 7:30 p.m. at the Salo-
mon Center (on the Brown Uni
versity Main Green), Room 001. 

For more information: 
Marshall Einhorn (ms1rshall_ 
ei n horn @br ow n. e du) , 
executive director, Brown RISD 
Hillel, 863-9354 
Editor's note: Gershon Baskin 
holds a Ph.D. in International 

Affairs from the University of 
Greenwich. He is the author 
of "Jerusalem of Peace and 
The Negotiator: Freeing Gilad 
Shalit from Hamas." He is cur
rently working on a new book 
which covers thirty years of 
stories about his efforts to work 
for peace. 

COLUMNISTS 
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Deliveries loaded in Deb Blazer's Accounting for Taste van 

Help stock the Kosher Food Pantry 
BY SUSAN ADLER 

This Hanukkah is a special 
time of the 'year as we will also 
be celebrating Thanksgiving 
on the same day. This tech
nically has never happened 
before. Sadly, poverty and 
hunger are issues some 
Rhode Islanders deal with 
on a daily basis. 

As we reflect on the mir
acle of Hanukkah while 
giving thanks, we turn to 
the community at large. We 
light 44 candles throughout 
the holiday. We are asking 
you to donate $44 to rep
resent the hope that each 
candle stands for. While we 
know the miracle of Hanuk
kah is that the oil lasted 
for eight days, imagine the 
struggle of those who use the 
Louis and Goldie Chester Full 
Plate Kosher Food Pantry, to 
make food last for their family. 

With the help of your dona-

tion we can create new miracles 
by helping to fill the shelves of 
the pantry and we say thank 
you on behalf of those whom we 
proudly serve at the pantry. 

The Chester Pantry is a part
ner agency with the Jewish Al
liance of Rhode Island. 

"A candle is a small thing. 
But one candle can light 

another. And see how 
its own light increases, 
as a candle gives its flame to 
the other. You are such a light." 
Moshe Davis and Victor Ratner 

thank you for keeping 
the flames of hope this Ha
nukkah and Thanksgiving 
season alive for those who 
truly need it. 

Donations can be sent to 
Jewish Seniors Agency/ 
Full Plate, 100 Niantic 
Avenue, Providence, RI. 
Please contact Susan Adler 
at 621-5374. Donations can 
also be made online atjsari. 
org. 

Susan Adler is the Direc
tor, Jewish Eldercare of 
Rhode Island, Director To 
Life Center Adult Day Ser-

vices, and Coordinator, The 
Louis and Goldie Chester Full 
Plate Kosher Food Pantry. 
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Read - or heard -
a good book lately? 

It's Jewish Book Month 
Jewish Book Month, an an

nual event in recognition of 
Jewish books and authors, is 
being celebrated from Octo
ber 26 to November 26. It is the 
Jewish Book Council's longest
running program, harking 
back to the Council's origins in 
Jewish Book Week, a program 
independently started in 1925 
by Fanny Goldstein, a librarian 
of the Boston Public Library 
and quickly adopted by Jewish 
communities across the United 

cil continues to complement its 
long-standing programs with 
innovative resources and en
gagement. Adding to its effusive 
online presence at JewishBook
Council.org, the Jewish Book 
Council launched a new re
source: JBC BookClubs, an ini
tiative providing hand-picked 
book selections and recommen
dations, reading and discussion 
resources, and opportunities to 
video chat live with participat
ing authors. 

!~:!~\~P~~~ ~-◄----------~ B:ote co!:::si~ 
Jewish Book JEWISH the only orga-
Council, this nization in the 
program BOOK American Jew-
g rad ual ly COUNCIL ish community 
expanded dedicated to 
to a month- promoting the 
long event in www.jewlshbookcouncil.org reading, writ-
the 1940s. ing, publishing, 

Another popular program 
sponsored by the Jewish Book 
Council is the JBC Network, 
which sends authors on tour 
throughout North America. 
This program is featured in 
over 100 sites across North 
America, and continues to grow 
in both author and community 
membership. 

This year, 260 authors are 
participating in local commu
nities' bookfairs and literary 
events through the JBC Net
work. The Jewish Book Coun-

and distribution of books of 
Jewish interest in the English 
language. Contact your local 
Jewish organizations and lead
ers to find out how they are cel
ebrating Jewish Book Month! 

For more information: 
Suzanne Swift, Director, 
JBC Network Jewish Book 
Council, 520 Eighth Avenue, 
Fourth Floor, NY, NY 10018 
(347)871-3567 Suzanne@ 
jewishbooks.org 
jewishbookcouncil.org. 

With a 100% closing rate, 
I'll keep your real estate transaction on track. 

Put my record to work for you. 
Member of: Temple Beth-B Social Action Committee, 

American Sailing ~ociation (ASA), West Broadway Neighborhood Association (WBttA), 
Southside Community Land Trust (SCLTI and The St~lyard. 

Judy.Croyle@raveis.com 
401 .499.7541 

WILLIAM RAVEIS 
REAL EsTATE • RENTAl.5 • PRorERTY MANAGEMENT 
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RWU FILM/SPEAKER SERIES 
ON THE JEWISH EXPERIENCE 

Featuring three events this November that focus on the Jewish 
experience from the colonial to the contemporary eras through 
short films, documentary, and media. Free and open to the public! 

TUESDAY, 11/12, 6:00 p.m., Mary Teft White Center, University 
Library, with short films, Reporting on the Times: The New 
York Times and the Holocaust, and A Universal Language 
♦ WEDNESDAY, 11/13, 6:00 p.m., Global Heritage Hall 01 , 
a feature film, Forget Us Not ♦ SUNDAY, 11/17, 2:30 p.m., 
Global Heritage Hall 01, a speaker, Michael Hoberman, Fitchburg 
State University, author of New lsraeVNew England: Jews 
and Puritans in Early America, and a film, the Academy
Award•, short-listed documentary-The Lady in Number 6. f 

[ 
Roger Williams University, One Old Ferry Rd., Bristol, RI. i 
More information, contact nsoukup@rwu.edu, 401-254-3433. i 
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Bernhardt Foundation 
seeks applications for grants 
Potential for grant money for Jewish nonprofits 

PROVIDENCE - Are you af
filiated with a Jewish nonprofit 
organization in need of grant 
funds? If so, you might want 
to consider submitting a grant 
request to the Helene and Ber
tram Bernhardt Foundation 
(the "Foundation"). 

Established in 2005 under 
the wills of the late Helene and 
Bertram Bernhardt, the Foun
dation's mission is to support 
nonprofit organizations, with 
a specific preference given to 

Jewish nonprofit organizations 
in Rhode Island and to nonprof
it organizations that Helene 
and Bertram Bernhardt sup
ported during their lives. 

Since its founding, the Foun
dation has distributed almost 
$3 million to such nonprofit or
ganizations as Temple Beth-El, 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island, the Jewish Community 
Center (both of which, with the 
Bureau of Jewish Education, 
now comprise the Jewish Alli-

ance of Greater Rhode Island), 
Jewish Family Service, Hil
lel, Jewish Seniors Agency and 
many other agencies. 

The deadline to submit appli
cations for Fiscal Year 2013-14 is 
December 31, 2013. 

For guidelines and applica
tion form for the grants, contact 
Samuel Zurier, secretary of the 
Foundation, at 55 Dorrance St., 
Suite 400, Providence, RI 02903 
or sdz@om-rilaw.com. 

Speak UP Week 2013 celebrates Israel 
New England teens take part in international initiative 

BOSTON, MASS. - From No
vember 4 to 8, teens from Mas
sachusetts, Rhode Island and 
Vermont will join peers from 
around the world for Speak UP 
Week 2013, a BBYO Internation
al initiative that explores Israel 
education, awareness and ad
vocacy through formal, infor
mal and experiential lenses. 

Themed "Find Your Israel," 
each day of the week features 
a prompt that encourages 
teens to think about the differ-

•• 

Week partner, StandWithUs, 
which they can proudly use to 
show their support for Israel. 

BBYO New England invites 
the entire community to get 
involved and share how they 
identify with, support and ad
vocate for Israel socially by 
joining the online conversation 
using the hashtag: #SpeakUP
Week. 

BBYO is the leading plural
istic Jewish teen movement as
piring to involve more Jewish 

are among the most prominent 
figures in business, politics, 
academia, the arts and Jewish 
communal life. 

Now, BBYO's network of Jew
ish teens, alumni, parents, vol
unteers and philanthropists 
serves as the Jewish commu
nity's most valuable platform 
for delivering to the post-bar/ 
bat Mitzvah audience fun, 
meaningful and affordable ex
periences. With year-round 
activities in hundreds of lo• 

cal communities and 
inspiring world-wide 
travel experiences, 
BBYO's broad program 
menu enables teens to 

ent ways they con
nect with Israel and 
share them through 
social media plat
forms. Speak UP 
Week programming 
also offers informa-
tion about Israeli 
history, culture, 

~bbyo 
CELEBRATES 90 YEARS 

explore areas ofleader
ship, service, civic en
gagement, Israel educa
tion and Jewish values. 

various Israel advo-
cacy organizations 
and ways to support the Jewish 
Homeland. 

Speak UP Week 2013 includes 
an exciting video storytelling 
contest, "I Find My Israel when 
.. . ," where people can share 
their personal connection to Is
rael. Video submissions will be 
voted for online at bbyo.org and 
the winner will receive Israel 
swag from BBYO's Speak UP 

teens in more meaningful Jew
ish experiences. For 90 years, 
BBYO's leadership programs, 
the Aleph Zadik Aleph (AZA, 
high school fraternity) and the 
B'nai B'rith Girls (BBG, high 
school sorority) have been pro
viding exceptional leadership 
programs and identity enrich
ment experiences, shaping the 
confidence and character of 
more than 400,000 alumni who 

FROM PAGE 3 KRISTALLNACHT 
plain sight of their neighbors. 
None in Kenzingen tried to stop 
the trucks or protest the depor
tation. My grandfathers were 
released from Dachau within a 
week because they were elderly. 
My father was forced to remain 
longer, until my mother could 
convince the Gestapo that we 
were trying to leave Germany 
as soon as possible, thus helping 
to make Germany Judenrein 
(clean of Jews). He returned 
home much thinner, and with
out even a fringe of hair on 
his head. His other souvenir of 
those traumatizing weeks was 
his yellow star (pictured). 

The silent acquiescence to 
Kristallnacht of most Germans 

was echoed by the world. A few 
headlines and newspaper arti
cles in the world press and a few 
diplomatic protests were the 
general reaction. The only for
eign ambassador to be recalled 
by any of the major powers was 
the one from the United States. 
Few remarked on the thorough
ness with which the pogroms 
had been carried out or on the 
fact that they reached even 
the tiniest villages where Jews 
lived. Hitler saw the reaction 
as carte blanche for continued 
and escalated atrocities against 
Jews and other minorities. As 
we remember those monstrous 
times, it is that silence that can 
teach us the most valuable !es-

For more informa
tion about Speak UP Week 2013 
or to get involved with BBYO 
New England, please contact 
Casey Topol Pressberg, Region
al Director, at ctopol@bbyo.org 
or 617-299-1925. 

Editor's note: BBYO should 
not be referred to as the B 'nai 
B'rith Youth Organization, but 
rather by its acronym "BBYO." 

son. 

Editor's note: Alice Dreifuss 
Goldstein was born in Kenzin
gen, a small town in southwest
ern Germany, near the French 
border. The family eventually 
was able to escape to the United 
States in August 1939. Alice's 
story is more fully told in her 
book, "Ordinary People, Tur• 
bulent Times," published by 
Author House. She has lived in 
Rhode Island with her husband 
and children since 1955. 
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BY MIRIAM ESTHER 
· WEINER 

Special to The Jewish Voice 

o'ri. Tuesday, Oct. 22, middle 
sc1!pol and high school students 
at the Providence Hebrew Day 
School were treated to a special 
workshop run by Mrs. Batya 
Jacob, the educational director 
of the International Jewish Re
source Center for Inclusion and 
Special Education, a division of 
Yachad/ The National Jewish 
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Special Needs Sensitizing at PHDS 
Students learn to appreciate what being disabled means 

Council for the Disabled. The 
workshop, titled "Sensitizing 
your Students to the Learning 
Challenges of their Peers" was 
truly amazing! 

Stations were set up that al
lowed the students to perform 
hands-on activities demonstrat
ing specific learning issues. For 
example, they experienced fine 
motor challenges by manipulat
ing items while wearing gloves, 
performed reading and writing 

challenges, were exposed to 
distracting stimuli in their en
vironment while trying to per
form a task and more. Students 
were then guided in discussion 
with questions on what they ex
perienced, what they learned 
and how this could mirror the 
experiences of their peers. 

The goal of the workshop was 
to enable the students to return 
to class with a new understand
ing and with more sensitivity 

and patience for their peers and 
members of the community at 
large. The school encouraged 
parents to talk to their children 
aboµt the program and to dis
cuss ways in which they can be 
more inclusive. 

The teachers who were able 
to experience parts of this pro
gram were so enamored of it 
that the school is working with 
the Jewish Alliance to bring 
Mrs. Jacob back to present an 

in-service for teachers in both 
Jewish day schools and an eve
ning program for parents. 

For more information: Mrs. 
Miriam Esther Weiner (ME
Weiner@Phdschool.org), Prin
cipal of the Providence Hebrew 
Day School, can also be reached 
at 331-5327, ext. 18. 

Our team of health & wellness professionals are 
committed to providing fitness for everyBODY 
- people of alt ages and abilities - in a friendly 
and apprnachable environment. 

:::'·• '.''.:'7:-:,;·t-:_>::,_: . .--:,:.-::: 

\/ •r A~ J; Fitnessiyo~ :ha~~"access to: 
:::f ,;,t;' indoor"h~a.ted .pool . . -

•· · Cardio machines 
Free-weight area 
Fit Forever classes for Seniors 

• American Red Cross Learn-to-Swim program 
• Spinning™ 
• ZumbaTM 
• Yoga 
• Pilates mat classes, and much more! 

J-Fitness now offers the BeWell J>f9&1ill!l ... free for members! 
This exciting new program empowers our members to track 

their fitness & wellness goals online and using a smartphone app. 

S,,eak. to a J-Fitness staff member to learn morel 

40 I Elmgrove Avenue I Providence, RI 
401 .421.4111 I coming soon ... www.jewishallianceri.org 

•Alllance 

JCC 
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Convert to Islam to speak in Temple Em-anu-EI 
Saliha Malik dispels myths and stereotypes 

BY IRINA MISSIURO 
imissiuro@jewishallianceri.org 

The Jewish 'voice sat down for a 
conversation with Saliha (Carol) 
Malik, a British convert from 
Christianity to Islam. Malik 
will appear at Temple Emanu
El's Fishbein Chapel on Sunday, 
Nov. 17, at 2:00 p.m. to discuss 
what it's like to be a religious 
Islamic woman. In her talk, she 
will debunk some prevailing 
media-perpetuated myths and 
stereotypes about her faith. 

I began the conversation by 
asking Malik to tell me about 
herself and the circumstances 
through which she arrived at 
the decision to convert. She di
vulged that, in England, she 
trained to be a teacher of the 
Alexander technique - the sys
tem of reeducating the postural 
mechanism. After she finished 
her studies, she came to the 
United States in 1984 to estab
lish a drama school in Berkley, 
California. 

While there, she met a young 
Islamic man whom she de
scribes as "extremely gentle and 
kind." Malik elaborated, "I had 
been acquainted with men in 
my own culture as being rather 
pushy and presumptuous in 
terms of interaction." Referring 
to her contact with men in the 

Islamic community, she said, 
"I was struck by the difference 
in their respectful treatment of 
a woman." Continuing, Malik 
shared that this man gave her 
the writings of the Promised 
Messiah, the founder of the Ah
madiyya Muslim Community 
she currently belongs to, and 
she thought them to be com
pelling and moving: "I felt his 
teaching seemed to fit my direc
tion entirely." 

When asked if she still kept in 
touch with the young man, she 
smiled and said that he was her 
husband. For a moment, I was 
having flashbacks of Austen's 
"Reader, I married him," but 
Malik quickly ended my Jane 
Eyre reverie by emphasizing 
that she would have converted 
to Islam regardless of whether 
or not she was in a relationship 
with a Muslim, saying, "I was 
very attracted to this path." 
She feels that her life is richer 
through her belief in God. In her 
community, they emphasize to 
people that, through devotion, 
"their lives will be in a state of 
peace and bliss. Without God, 
the world is at risk. The ego gets 
big, and then we get a state of 
chaos." 

As I wondered about the sup
posed inequality within a Mus
lim marriage, she assured me 

Summer Camp options including: 

Camp Avoda, Camp JORI, Camp Ramah, 
Camp Zeke,J-Camp, URJ Crane Lake Camp, 
URJ Eisner Camp ... and many more! 

Food will be available for purchase. 

For more information contact Elanah Chassen at 

401.421.41 I I ext. 140 or echassen@jewishallianceri.org. 

that women have equal rights. 
According to Islam, a group 
works better if there is a leader 
within it, so the family unit 
recognizes the husband as the 
leader. He is given the responsi
bility to provide for his wife and 
children, so that they all could 
live in the way that he sees fit. 
Malik clarified, "Being the 
breadwinner, he has the last say 

"I was very attracted 
to this path." 

on a decision." So, even though 
his wife and he work together on 
any problems that might arise, 
"they have to operate within his 
framework." She was quick to 
note that a husband has an in
centive to take care of his wife, 
so that she could be a good moth
er to his children. Malik quoted 
a Muslim saying, "The person 
who treats his wife well is the 
best of the Muslims." 

She also addressed the mis
conception that Muslim women 
cannot ask for divorce: "It's per
fectly stated in the Quran in the 
seventh century that women 
have permission to seek di
vorce." Malik said that a woman 
should go to the judiciary board 

of her community to declare that 
her rights are not looked out for. 
The board will then grant her a 
divorce due to incompatibility. 

Asked about her family's re
action to her conversion, Malik 
disclosed that her mother was 
no longer living and that her 
father had some questions for 
her. Despite knowing her as a 
methodical person who gave 
much thought to her decisions, 
her father wondered about her 
immersion in an unfamiliar 
culture. Malik conceded, "You 
do feel alone when you are go
ing through that journey." Her 
brother and sister tolerate her 
decision but they don't like to 
talk about her religion, chang
ing the subject whenever she 
brings it up. 

Raised Protestant, Malik 
loved spiritual poetry. She was 
particularly moved by Gerard 
Manley Hopkins, a Victorian 
poet who converted to Catholi
cism and became a Jesuit priest. 
Recognizing how much she en
joyed poetry, her husband gave 
her the Holy Quran in the form 
of a poem. Malik was very taken 
by its message, "If you read the 
Holy Quran, you can't accept 
that Muslim women are subju
gated by the religion. It's by the 
cultural traps that those coun
tries have fallen into - that's why 

Travel providers Explore 

'1 

I 
Israel Travel opportunities including: 

the women are subjugated. It's 
not the teachings of Islam but 
the old cultural traditions that 
have reasserted themselves, 
causing the women to be put 
down in many ways. The Quran 
is very supportive of women. It 
speaks about the importance of 
women having rights, the same 
capacity for spiritual progress 
as men, as citizens of society." 

Malik did admit that not ev
erything about the ways of Is
lam appealed to her. She really 
struggled with having to cover 
herself up. An emancipated 
woman in the time when shoul
der pads ruled and women as
serted themselves, Malik hoped 
that the custom of having to 
wear scarves would soon be 
changed. She even asked her 
husband, "Surely this is un
der review now?" Laughing, 
he explained that Quran has 
remained unchanged since its 
revelation. 

Malik wrangled with the deci
sion until she had a revelation 
of her own. In a dream, she was 
dressed in the full covering -
the exact way that she disliked 
to dress because she felt that 
it was unfair to women. She 
woke up surprised because she 

ISLAM I 34 

Alexander Muss High School, BBYO Passport, BBYO: New 
England Region, Lapid. MASA, Onward Israel: Boston, Ramah 
programs: Israel, Tel Aviv University ... and many more! 

40 I Elmgrove Avenue I Providence, RI 02906 1401 .421.41 I I I jewishal/ianceri.org 
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BY KIT HASPEL 

The complaints started in Au
gust: The holidays are so ear
ly this year! Rosh Hashanah 
is just two days after Labor 
Day. Next, no sooner have we 
slogged through .a September 
where it seems that more days 
are Jewish holidays than not, 
than we get hit with how early 
Hanukkah is. I hear the refrain: 
I can't believe the first candle is 
the night before Thanksgiving! 

Actually, Rosh Hashanah is 
always the first day of the Jew
ish month ofTishri and the first 
day of Hanukkah is always on 
the 25th of Kislev. But since the 
"regular" Gregorian calendar 
is solar-based and the Jewish 
calendar is lunar/solar-based, 
and since most of our lives re
volve around the secular cal
endar, there is the old Jewish 
joke that the holidays are either 
early or late, but never at the 
right time. 

Without going into too much 
detail, let me explain. The Gre
gorian calendar is based on the 
solar year (the time it takes for 
the earth to revolve completely 
around the sun, or 365 1/4 days). 
As we all know, the months are 
of varying lengths, adjusted to 
fit into 365 (or once every four 
years, 366) days. The Jewish 
calendar is at its heart lunar 

• 
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The science behind Thanksguvvukah 

THANKSGIVUKKAH 
ONCE LIFETIME 

even what season they occur 
in (which is what happens with 
Ramadan, as the Muslim calen
dar is entirely lunar based.) 

In order for this to not hap
pen, our wise Jewish ancestors 
(a feat commonly attributed to 

Hillel in the fourth century) es
tablished a complicated system 
of leap months. That is, over 
every 19-year period, an extra 
month is added to the calendar 
7 times. Thus we see a pattern 
as we look at our Jewish holi
days: they seem to get earlier 
and earlier over time and then 
suddenly are late, only to get 
progressively early again. 

There has been even more 
buzz this year about the calen
dar because of the fact that the 
first day of Hanukkah falls on 
Thanksgiving (which means 
that the first candle is lit the 
night before.) There have been 
a number of people who have 
posted on the web about how 
this coincidence has happened 
only once before and can nev
er - or perhaps in 75,000 years 
- happen again. (See "Drum
sticks and dreidles" in the Oct. 
25 issue of The Jewish Voice.) 

So it seems that this is a rare 
occasion that demands atten
tion. One entrepreneurial Man
hattan fourth grader did just 
that, by creating a "Menurkey," 
or menorah shaped like a tur-
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key that is actually available 
for purchase. The Buzzfeed 
website has many recipes and 
ideas for celebrating what they 
call "Thanksguvakkah." And 
the Union for Reform Judaism 
has information on its website 
about combining the holidays 
as well. 

Here at the Alliance, we're 
also taking advantage. On Nov. 
19 at 9:00 a.m. or Nov. 21 at 4:00 
p.m., you can drop in at the Cre
ativity Center to make a Hanuk
kah/Thanksgiving·craft. 

And if you just want to learn 
more about Hanukkah in gener
al, come to our free Hanukkah 
Helper workshop on Thursday, 
Nov. 14, at 7:00 p.m. 

Kit Haspel is the Director of 
Interfaith Outreach at the Al
liance. To learn more about the 
Hanukkah Helper program, 
contact Kit at 421-4111, ext. 184 
or khaspel@jewishallianceri. 
org. To learn more about the 
Drop-In Crafts, contact Mi
chelle Cicchitelli at ext. 178 or 
mcicchitelli@jewishalliance. 
org. 

based. That is, it is based on the 
amount of time it takes for the 
moon to complete a revolution 
around the earth. On average, 
this takes 29 1/2 days; so in or
der to have complete days in a 
lunar month, some are 29 and 
some are 30 days. The problem 
is that a 12-month lunar calen
dar is about 11 days short of a 
year. Without adjustment, the 
Jewish holidays would float 
around the year, changing 

PRIVATE TUTORING PROGRAMS 

Jordan Rich at Tifereth Israel 
PERSONALIZED 

ONE-ON-ONE INSTRUCTION 
FROM EDUCATION PROFESSIONAL 

WITH IVY MASTER'S DEGREE 
BY MEL B. YOKEN 

Special to The Jewish Voice 

Jordan Rich, one of the most 
acclaimed national contem
porary newscasters and talk 
show hosts, spoke at the Oct. 
20 Sunday Morning Breakfast 
Seminar at Tifereth Israel Syn
agogue in New Bedford, Mass. 
Rich dazzled his audience with 
his acumen 
and savvy re
garding the 
contemporary 
broadcasting 
world and his 
own personal 
journey to suc
cess. 

He discussed 
media trends, 
the respon
sibility that 
broadcas ters 
have vis-a-vis 
their audienc
es, the multitude of celebrities 
he has interviewed over the 
years and the diminishing role 
that newspapers have in our 
contemporary quotidian life. 
Born and raised in Boston, 
Rich has been a fixture on ra
dio and TV for more than 35 
years. He began his illustrious 
career at WRKO in Boston at 
age 18 and moved to WBZ in 
1996, eventually succeeding 
his long-time friend and men
tor, the late Norm Nathan. The 
Jordan Rich Show is currently 
heard throughout most of the 

United States and Canada, and 
worldwide on the Internet. 

His enormous popularity is 
the result of his innate ability 
to connect wholeheartedly with 
his listeners in a positive, sup
portive and upbeat way; plus, 
he always adds a large dose of 
humor and fun to his work. Suc
cinctly, his joie de vivre is in

imitable! 
Rich's mag
nanimous 
work with 
many non
profit agen
cies has 
been widely 
recognized, 
as is his 
tireless 
work for a 
variety of 
charities . 
He is espe
cially proud 

of his meritorious work with 
Boston Children's Hospital. 
The New England region is tru
ly fortunate to have a man of 
Jordan's Rich's caliber, integ
rity, altruism and stature. Suc
cinctly, he truly remains as one 
of the most respected figures in 
contemporary broadcasting. 

Mel B. Yoken (myoken@ 
umassd.edu) is Chancellor 
Emeritus of French Language 
and Literature at University of 
Massachusetts, Dartmouth. 

AND 15 YEARS' OF TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
* * * * * * * * * * * 
SPECIALIZATIONS: 

> Foundational Mathematics (All Grade Levels) 
> Foundational Grammar & Composition 

> SAT/ ACT/ Standardized Test Preparation 

IHOME BASED PROGRAMS AVAILABLij 

"We are grateful for your patient, expert tutelage. 
[Our 7 th Grade son] immediately grasped the 
structural sentence diagramming method, 

and his new understandir,.g of English grammar 
and usage is evident in his much improved 

written work. .... ,, 

"YOUR STEP•BY•STEP VISUAL ID APPROACH 
FOR SOLVING GEOMETRY PROBLEMS 

MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR [MY DAUGHTER) TO 
RAISE HER ACT MATH SCORE SIGNIFICANTLY. 

MANY THANKS ••••• " 

•The techniques for organizing written compositions 
that you taught [my high school Junior) are almple 

but Ingenious .... She la now using them enthualaatlcally aa ahe 
prepares her college appllcatlon eaaaya. Kudos to you .... " 

INQUIRIES: (40I) 305-6707 
MARC LIPPS ASSOCIATES, INC. / Educational Consultants 

Serving Rhode Island Communities 

1 
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CALENDAR 

Ongoing 
Alliance Kosher Senior Cafe. Kosher 

lunch and program every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. Alliance. 401 
Elmgrove Ave .. Providence. Noon 
- lunch; 12:45 p.m. - program. $3 
lunch donation from individuals 60+ 
or under-60 with disabilities. Neal or 
Elaine, 861-8800, ext. 107 

Am David Kosher Senior Cafe. Kosher 
lunch and program every weekday. 
Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner St., 
Warwick. 11:15 a.m. - program; 
noon - lunch. $3 lunch donation from 
individuals 60+ or under-60 with 
disabilities. Elaine or Steve, 732-004 7 

Continuing Through 
Nov.15 

Recent Work by Walter Feldman. Fea
turing collages honoring the victory 
in World War II and reliefs hand
painted on Japanese paper. gallery 
(401), Alliance JCC, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave .. Providence. Erin Moseley at 
421-4111. ext. 108 or EMoseley@ 
jewishallianceri.org 

Continuing Through Jan. 2 
Prints, Landscapes and Cut-paper 

Wall Sculpture. Works of three RI art
ists: Carol FitzSimonds, Wendy Ingram 
and Robert Pillsbury. Temple Habonim 
Gallery, 165 New Meadow Road. Bar
rington. 245-6536 or gallery@temple 
habonim.org 

Friday I Nov. 8 
Shabbat Service and Dinner in 

Honor of Veterans. Temple Torat 
Yisrael. 1251 Middle Road. East 
Greenwich. 6:00 p.m. 885-6600 or 
www.toratyisrael.org 

Saturday I Nov. 9 
PJ Shabbat Storytime. For chil-

dren ages 3 to 8 years with guest 
storyteller Emely Aghion. Congrega
tion Beth Sholom. 275 Camp St .. 
Providence. 10:15 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 
621-9393 or officebethsholom@ 
yahoo.com or www.bethsholom-ri.org 

Sunday I Nov. 10 
Rhode Island Wind Ensemble at 

Tempie Sinai. Forty musicians 
perform a variety of concert music. 
Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave .. 
Cranston. 2:00 p.m. Ann Messier at 
amessier@cox.net 

Tuesday I Nov. 12 
Roger Wituams University Film/ 

Speaker Series Facing Forward 
While Looking Backward: The Jewish 
Experience Today. Films: Reporting 
on the times: The New York Times and 
The Holocaust; A Universal Language. 

CALENDAR I COMMUNITY 

6:00 p.m. Free and open to the public. 
Mary Teft Whtte Cultural Center, Roger 
Williams Universtty Library, One Old 
Ferry Road. Bristol. R.I. 

Wednesday I Nov. 13 
Is Summer Camp for Your Child? 

Learn about Camp JORI. Alliance JCC, 
401 Elmgrove Ave .. Providence. 9:00 
a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 861.8800, ext. 124 
or rachel@campjori.com 

Roger Williams University Film/ 
Speaker Series Immutable Memo
ries: The Jewish Experience and 
The Holocaust. Film: Forget Us Not. 
6:00 p.m. Free and open to the public. 
One Old Ferry Road, Bristol. R.I. 

Thursday I Nov.14 
Exercise and Vitamins at Leisure 

Club. Temple Emanu-EI. 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence. 10:00 a.m.- 10:50 a.m. 
- Cathy Santaniello, East Side YMCA. 
discusses "Exercise for Better Health." 
11:10 a.m. - noon - Nancy Tortolani. 
URI Pharmacy, speaks on "Vitamins: 
Is tt possible to get all your vitamins 
through a well-balanced diet?" Miriam 
Abrams-Stark at 331-1616, ext. 14 
or miriam@teprov.org 

Hanukkah Helper. Holiday preparation 
class for parents in interfaith families 
and anyone who wants to learn more. 
Alliance JCC. 401 Elmgrove Ave .. 
Providence. 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. p.m. 
Pre-registration is encouraged. Kit 
Haspel at 421-4111 ext. 184 or 
khaspel@jewishallianceri.org 

Pew Report Panel Discussion. Schol
ars analyze the 2013 Pew Report 
on the future of American Jews. 
Moderator: Maud S. Mandel, Associate 
Professor and Director, Program in 
Judaic Studies. Brown University. 
MacMillan Hall. 167 Thayer St.. Room 
115, Providence. 7:30 p.m. Marshall 
Einhorn at 863-9354 

Friday I November 15 
Soulful Shabbat Scholar in Residence 

Weekend. Rabbi James Jacobson 
Maisels. founder and spiritual director 
of Or HaLev: A Center for Jewish 
Spirituality and Meditation in Israel, 
leads Shabbat service and teaches 
after dinner. Temple Emanu-EI, 99 
Taft Ave .. Providence. 6:00 p.m. 
331-1616 

Saturday I Nov. 16 
Scholar in Residence Weekend Contin

ues. Temple Emanu-EI. 99 Taft Ave .. 
Providence. 8:30 a.m. - Medttation led 
by Rabbi Maisels; 9:30 a.m. - Drum
ming and chanting service; 10:00 
am. - Soulful Shabbat with Rabbi 
Maisels leading the Torah discussion; 
1:00 p.m. Rabbi Maisels leads lunch 
and learn; 4:00 p.m. - Shabbat after-
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Calendar Submissions 
Items for our Nov. 28 HANUKKAH GREETINGS 
must be received by Nov. 12. 

Calendar items for our Dec. 6 WINTER issue must be 
received by Nov. 20. 

Send all calendar items to anorman@ 
jewishallianceri.org, subject line: "CALENDAR." 

The Jewish Voice 
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Hanukkah Helper Holiday workshop 
BY ARTHUR NORMAN 

anorman@j ewishallianceri.org 

The Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode is excited to offer - for 
the first time - the Jewish Out
r each Institute's free Hanukkah 
Helper Holiday prep workshop. 
Designed initially with the in
terfaith family in mind, this 
informal, interactive, hands-on 
program was created to be a fun 
evening for anyone who wants 
to learn more about celebrating 
Hanukkah in an enjoyable and 
meaningful way. 

In addition to discussing the 
various stories of Hanukkah 
(yes, there are more than one), 
participants will ponder the usu-

al " December Dilemma" ques
tions, learn Hanukkah songs, 
light Hanukkah candles, play 
the game of dreidel and make 
(and eat !) latkes. 

" We've successfully run simi
lar programs around Passover 
and, thanks to the generous 
funding by the Women's Alli
ance Endowment Fund, we're 
excited to add the free Hanuk
kah Helper program this year," 
says Kit Haspel , Director of In
terfaith Outreach, who will be 
running the wor kshop with the 
able assistance of Chef Georgina 
Sarpong, who will supervise the 
making of the latkes. " My chil
dren will tell you I'm a klutz in 

the kitchen," laughs Haspel. 
Asked to define interfaith out

reach more broadly, Haspel of
fered, " It is reaching out to inter
faith families with a message of 
welcome, acceptance, and inclu
siveness and with a willingness 
to teach them what they want 
to learn about Judaism and to 
guide them along the way if they 
wish." 

The program will be held at the 
Alliance on Thursday, Nov. 14, 
from 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m . Pre
registration i s encouraged. 

For more information or to 
register, please contact Haspel 
at 421-4111, ext. 184 or khaspel@ 
j ewishalliance.or g. 

I.I!- .. trno for moms and dads in interfaith families and anyone else 

• 
who wants to learn more! 

J,/1,af a FREE holiday preparation class to help you celebrate 
Hanukkah in an enjoyable and meaningful way. 

Participants will: 
• explore the origins of the holiday 
• light the Hanukkah candles 
• play the game of dreidel 
• make latkes 
• discuss the "December Dilemma" 
• discover the joys of Hanukkah music 

Jrl/,ere: Alliance JCC I 401 Elmgrove Avenue, Providence 

Jrkm: Thursday, November 14 I 7:00 - 9:30pm 

For more information contact Kit Haspel at 401.421.4111 ext. 184 or 
khaspel@jewishallianceri .org. Pre-registration is encouraged. 

The Mothers Circle is a program of the Jewish Outreach Institute and is made e 
possible locally by the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island, with additional Jewish Alliance 
r, f, th .. , ' All E d F d o, 411(.\TUI ,_HOD[ tSL.-.liD 
1 unding rom e vvomen s iance n owment un . 
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"I cannot live without a book." - Thomas Jefferson 

A monthly meeting of the Temple Beth-El 
Sisterhood Reading Circle took place Oct. 28, 
where the book "Living Biblically" by A. J. Jacobs 
was discussed. Featured left to right are Sandy 

Finkelstein, Nancy Riffle, Leslie Chazan, Elaine 
Dickstein, Lynn Rakatansky, Elaine Sandy and 
Linda Sine!. 

FROM PAGE 10 CALENDAR 
noon gathering, third Shabbat meal and 
study session led by Rabbi Maisels fol
lowed by Soulful Havdalah. 331-1616 

Sunday I Nov. 17 
Super Sunday. One-day fundraising 

phone-a-than when the community 
comes together to raise money to 
help those in need and strengthen 
our Jewish community. Alliance JCC, 
401 Elmgrove Ave .. Providence. 
9:30 am. - 5:00 p.m. Michele 
Gallagher at 421-4111. e;ct. 165 

Sisterhood Book Review. Discuss and 
review "The Storyteller· by Jodi Picault. 
Temple Torat Yisrael.1251 Middle 
Road, East Greenwich. 10:00 a.m. 
885-6600 or www.toratyisrael.org 

Camp & Israel Travel Fair .. Local, 
national, and international representa
tives available to answer questions, 
offer incentives, and provide informa
tion. Alliance JCC, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence. Noon - 3:30 p.m. Elanah 
Chassen at 421-4111. ext. 140 

Islam Discussion at Leisure Club. Saliha 
Malik shares her personal experi
ences about ·women in Islam." Temple 
Emanu-EI. 99 Taft Ave., Providence. 
2:00 p.m. Miriam Abrams-Stark at 
331-1616, ext. 14 or miriam@teprov. 
org 

Roosevelt & the Jews. Carl Feldman 
speaks on "What We Knew Then, What 
We Think We Know Now.· Cranston 
Public Library, 140 Sockanosset Cross 
Road, Cranston. 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
May-Ronny Zeidman at 453-7860 or 
mzeidman@hercri.org 

Roger Williams University Film/Speaker 
Series: Speaker Michael Haberman: 
Transcending Boundaries and Building 
Bridges: Film: The Lady in Number 6. 

2:30 p.m. Free and open to the public. 
One Old Ferry Road, Bristol. R.I. 

Tuesday I Nov. 19 
Oslo 20th Anniversary at Brown. Ger

shon Baskin, founder of Israel-Palestine 
Center for Research and Information, 
speaks on "What Went Wrong? What 
Are the Prospects for a Lasting Peace 
Between Israelis and Palestinians?" 
Salomon Center Room 001, Brown 
University Main Green, Providence. 
7:30 p.m. Marshall Einhorn at 
863.9354 or marshalleinhorn@ 
brown.edu 

Wednesday I Nov. 20 
Author at Women's Alliance Event Pam 

Jenoff, author of "The Ambassador's 
Daughter· and "The Kommandant's Girl." 
Ledgemont Country Club, 131 Brown 
Ave .. Seekonk, Mass. 7:00 p.m. - Pre
sentation; 8:00 p.m. - Dessert reception 
and book signing $118 minimum gift 
to 2014 Alliance Annual Campaign 
(first time donors $54). Danielle 
Germanowski at 421-4111 ext. 109 or 
dgermanowski@jewishallianceri.org 

Thursday I Nov. 21 
Film Screening at Leisure Club. Matan 

Graff, Israeli emissary, presents "The 
Flat." Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Taft Avenue. 
Providence. 10:00 a.m. - noon. Miriam 
Abrams-Stark at 331-1616, ext. 14 or 
miriam@teprov.org 

Theological Exchange at PC. Rabbi 
Michael Klein Katz discusses "Jews, 
Christians, Muslims: The Victories and 
Challenges of lnterreligious Dialogue." 
Aquinas Lounge, Providence College, 
One Cunningham Square, Providence. 
6:00 p.m. May-Ronny Zeidman at 

453-7860 or mzeidman@hercri.org 

Gallery Opening. Papercut artist Craig 
Tinsky presents Divine Providence. 
Exhibition continues through Jan. 10, 
2014. gallery (401), Jewish Alli
ance, 401 Elmgrove Ave .. Providence. 
7:00 p.m. Erin Moseley at emoseley@ 
jewishallianceri.org or 421-4111, ext. 
108 

Adoption Options Informational Meeting. 
For those considering adoption and 
interested in hearing about avail
able options. Jewish Family Service, 
959 N. Main Street. Providence. 
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Peg Boyle at 
331-5437 or peg@jfsri.org 

Sunday I Nov. 24 
Temple Sinai Scholar in Residence. 

Rabbi Michael Klein-Katz will speak on 
cultivating gratitude during the Cranston 
lnterfa~h Thanksgiving service, an 
annual service with several Cranston 
churches: includes music. prayer and 
fellowship. 7:00 p.m. 30 Hagen Avenue, 
Cranston. 

Tuesday I Nov. 26 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Sarvice. Guest 

speaker: Christina Paxson, President 
Brown University. Temple Beth-
El, 70 Orchard Ave., Providence. 
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 331-6070 or 
www.temple-beth-el.com. 

Wednesday I Dec. 11 
Cranston Senior Guild Hanukkah Lun

cheon. West Valley Inn, West Warwick. 
Noon. $21. Natalie Palla at 615-9483 
by Nov 21. 

LETTER 

Re: American Jews focus of two recent studies 
(Oct. 25.) 

Across many measures of 
Jewish engagement and be
havior, the study shows sub
stantial gaps between Jews 
by religion and Jews with no 
religion, between in-married 
and inter-married Jews, and 
across the Jewish religious de
nominations. There's a grow
ing consensus among those of 
us who study American Jews 
that these gaps have widened 
overtime. 

I don't think the community 
is in danger of assimilating 
itself away. I think the com
position of the community is 
changing over time. There 
are segments of the commu
nity that remain strongly and 
highly engaged in Jewish life, 
and others that are much less 
so. What I think is happening 
is a growing polarization be
tween these groups. 

The study has revitalized the 
long-standing debate between 
in-reach and outreach strate
gies, that is, between support-

ing those who have already 
demonstrated a commitment 
to Jewish life and community, 
and reaching out to those who 
are less engaged with the com
munity. For better or worse, 
we have a very de-centralized 
community. There's no one 
approach or strategy that is 
going to work for or appeal to 
every community and every 
Jewish organization. Each 
community and organization 
will need to decide for itself 
how best to respond to the 
study's findings. 

Dr. Laurence Kotler-
Berkowitz 

Editor's note: Dr. Laurence 
Kotler-Berkowitz, a Provi
dence resident, is Senior Di
rector of Research and Analy
sis and Director of the Berman 
Jewish DataBank, both at The 
Jewish Federations of North 
America. He was an advisor 
to the Pew Research Center on 
the study. 

Let's serve veterans as well as 
they have served us 

BYDANIELM. 
DELLINGER 

During the recent 
government shut
down, many numbers 
were thrown around. 
But there is one num
ber that stands out 
and it has nothing to 
do with the debate overrr:----------------=J 
the federal budget. 

More than one a day. 
That is how many members 

of our active-duty military, 
National Guard and Reserve 
forces have committed suicide 
over the last year. Simply put, 
we are losing more service 
members by their own hands 
than we are by the enemy in 
Afghanistan. Only those who 
experienced firsthand the hor
rors of combat can understand 
why most of these young men 
and women feel compelled to 
take such drastic and perma
nent measures. 

As Veterans Day ceremonies 
and parades occur throughout 
the country, it is important 
that we commit ourselves to 
do everything possible to pre
vent these needless and tragic 
deaths. We are their friends, 
their family, their co-workers 
and their neighbors. It is up to 
us to ensure that every veter
an feels that his or her service 
to this country is appreciated 
by their fellow Americans. 
There are many tangible ways 
that we can acknowledge their 
sacrifice, but the easiest is to 
simply say, "Thank you for 

what you have done for our 
country." 

If he is showing signs of 
unhappiness or depression, 
encourage him to seek help 
through the Veterans' Admin
istration immediately. If she 
has had difficulty obtaining 
the benefits that she is enti
tled to, let her know that The 
American Legion has thou
sands of trained service offi
cers nationwide that will help 
her navigate the bureaucracy 
free of charge. 

And if that veteran has 
made the Supreme Sacrifice, 
remember the price that has 
been paid for our freedom and 
offer your support to the loved 
ones left behind. 

But Veterans Day is a time to 
honor not just those who have 
fought for us in battle but, in 
fact, all of the outstanding 
men and women who served 
in our nation's Armed Forces 
since our founding more than 
237 years ago. 

Not all veterans have seen 
war, but a common bond 
that they share is an oath in 
which they expressed their 
willingness to die defending 

VETERANS 127 
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Leave your light on 
I didn't put on the lights for Hal
loween this year. I didn't do it 
last year, or the year before that 

or for several 
years before 
that. I gave my
self all sorts 
of reasons for 
not opening 
my home and 
giving out as
sorted can-

INTERIM dies to vari-
ous ghosts, 

EXECUTIVE princesses , 
EDITOR cowboys and 

ARTHURC. 
NORMAN 

superheroes: I 
don't know any 
of the kids who 
come to the 
door from oth

er, less fortunate, city neighbor
hoods; I'm way too busy; giving 
sugary treats to kids is not good 
for them; what difference does 
a piece of candy make; let them 
go to another house. I've heard 
this rationale from friends, 
neighbors and family and, pos
sibly, you've thought it too. 

But here's the deal. Maybe 
it doesn't seem like a very big 
thing to do, tossing a treat into 
the bag of a kid who may not 
even know the significance of 
asking "Trick or Treat?" who 
then gathers up his sweet swag 
and scampers off into the dark
ness. It's not, is it? Well, what if 
it is? What if just one of those 
kids can really use that smile 
and kind word? What if my, 
or your, little bit, really could 
make a difference? 

Then I thought of a group 
of people who do make a dif
ference in the lives of others -
many others - my colleagues at 
the Jewish Alliance with whom 
I am blessed to work. No, you 
won't see any capes here, you 
won't see any red S's here, but 
each and every one of them is 
a superhero. What you would 
see are folks - each with two or 
even three portfolios of respon
sibility. What you would see is 
the incredible support and en
couragement people give each 
other - offering time, energy 
and ideas in pursuit of common 
goals. 

One example that I see 
replayed so often happens when 
one staff member is presenting 
to a group, or hosting an evening 
forum, film or philanthropic 
phonathon. It is the rule, not at 
all the exception, to see many 
colleagues present in support. 
I never observed that in the 
private profit sector. I rarely 
witnessed that as a public school 
teacher. Behavior like this is 
inspiring. It is energizing. 

Two weeks from now, No
vember 24, is Super Sunday. A 
dedicated volunteer is going 
to phone you and ask you for 
your help and for your support 
in maintaining the critically 
needed programs that service 
those in our community who 
truly benefit from them. 

This Super Sunday, I'm go
ing to leave my light on. Please 
leave your light on. 

Re: Oct. 11 Jewish Voice 
Just wanted to let you know that I was very impressed by the last 

issue of the Jewish Voice. I learned a great deal from the articles and 
was inspired by a great deal of the content. Not only was it helpful to 
me as general member of the community, but as a Jewish communal 
professional as well. Keep up the good work! 

Rachel Mersky Woda 
Assistant Director, Camp JORI 

Re: The assimilationist Voice 
Judaism speaks to me in the voice offaith, fear of heaven, Torah study, 
commandments, marital fidelity, Sabbath observance, kashrut, the 
holiness of the promised land of Israel, tzedaka and justice. 

The Jewish Voice speaks to me in the assimilationist language of 
the liberal Democrat, with ideals of abortion rights, pressuring Israel 
to give up land to enemies, gay marriage, confiscation of private prop
erty by the government to give to various voting blocks, and approval 
by our non-Jewish neighbors. As a Hanukkah reminder, the Macca
bees did not fight only against the Greek armies. They fought against 
the Hellenist assimilation of Jews during their time. 

Sometimes, the Voice has an article about continuity. Are these 
concerns about whether our community will continue to follow 
Jewish practices or that all Jews should become liberal Democrats? 
I wish the Voice spoke more in the language of Jewish observance 
rather than its liberal political agenda. That would be a Voice I would 
welcome. 

Farrel I. Klein 
Providence 

The Jewish Voice 

"Knockin' on Heaven's Door" 
The very first time I heard Bob 
Dylan sing was way back in 
the summer of 1963 or 1964 at 
a relatively small ocean-front 
venue off the boardwalk in As

IT SEEMS 
TOME 

RABBI JIM 
ROSENBERG 

bury Park, 
N.J. The 
evening 
belonged 
to the folk
s in g er 
Joan Baez, 
but at one 
point she 
introduced 
her scrag
gly side
kick, who 
sang a cou
ple of so
cial protest 
songs with 

a hoarse and grating voice. 
To be honest, I was under
whelmed; "there is no music 
in him," I mused. "He'll never 
go anywhere." So much for my 
ability to predict the future of 
American popular culture. 

Since then, I have heard 
Dylan in concert twice more: 
once during the summer of 
1999, when he shared the stage 
with Paul Simon at the Tweet
er (now Comcast) Center in 
Mansfield, Mass. , and again 
in the summer of 2006 at Paw
tucket's McCoy Stadium. 

While I am grateful to have 
had these three opportunities 
to hear Dylan live, his real 
influence upon me has been 
his many recordings: records, 
tapes, CDs. Over the decades, 
I have come to associate par
ticular Dylan songs with 
particular periods of my life 
- the highs, the lows, the in
betweens. These songs - "Girl 
From the North Country," 
"Masters of War," "A Hard 
Rain's A-Gonna Fall," "It Ain't 
Me Babe," "Tangled Up in 
Blue," "All Around the Watch 
Tower," "Just Like a Woman," 
"Like a Rolling Stone" and, es
pecially, "The Times They Are 
A-Changin'" - have provided 
the background sound, the 
music, the poetry, the rhythm 
for the ups and downs of my 
one-way journey through time: 
destination unknown, ticket 
non-refundable. In one way or 
another, I have been tangled 
up with Bob Dylan ever since 
my undergraduate days at Co
lumbia College. 

Despite the fact that Dylan 
grew up in a Jewish home in 
Hibbing, Minn., as Robert Al
len Zimmerman, son of Abra
ham and Beatty, he has always 
seemed to me to be somewhat 

ambivalent about his Jewish 
identity. Indeed, according to 
many reports, he actually be
came a born-again Christian 
in 1979; however, with hind
sight, that flirtation appears 
to have been relatively short
lived. 

There are those who insist 
upon Dylan's essential Jew
ishness, pointing to particular 
Jewish themes in some of his 
lyrics: for example, the Ake
dah, the binding of Isaac, in 
"Highway 61 Revisited" or his 
"prophetic" voice on issues of 
social justice in many of his 
earliest works. Add to this the 
fact that in his 
later years he 
has been known 
to associate with 
certain Chabad 
rabbis. As Seth 
Rogovoy put it 
in the October 
5, 2012 Online 
issue of the 
"Jewish Daily 
Forward ," 
"While Bob 
Dylan has, 
throughout 
his life and ca
reer, engaged 
in all sorts of 
mythologizing and playful bio
graphical falsification, it has 
never been in the service of de
nying his heritage ... he never 
strayed far from his roots, nor 
did he deny them." 

Even if I could be persuaded 
of Dylan's positive sense of 
Jewish identity, I was at first 
highly skeptical to read in J .J. 
Goldberg's Sept. 12, 2013 online 
"Forward" piece that he had 
designated Dylan's "Knockin' 
on Heaven's Door" as the open
ing "act" of an ersatz Yorn Kip
pur service in song. 

In his column, "Songs to 
Atone By: Dylan, Jolson, 
Streisand, Oysher," Goldberg 
explained that he had "put to
gether a selection of songs that 
sum up the day and capture 
its spirit ... I've tried to fol
low the order of the day, from 
the introductory prayer to the 
Kol Nidre, the Maariv service, 
some highlights of the Mussaf, 
the Jonah story and finally 
Neilah and absolution." Gold
berg has chosen renditions of 
traditional liturgy, such as Kol 
Nidrei and Avinu Malkeinu, as 
well as "American songs that 
capture message and flavor" 
of Judaism's Day of Days. 

Dylan's "Knockin' on Heav
en's Door" has been in my ear 
and in my soul for decades. The 

original version, composed 
in 1973 for the soundtrack of 
Sam Peckinpah's "Pat Garrett 
and Billy the Kid," tells in two 
short verses the simple but 
poignant story of a wounded 
deputy who senses he is soon 
to die: 

"Mama, take this badge off of 
me/ I can't use it anymore./It's 
getting dark, too dark to see/ I 
feel I'm knockin' on heaven's 
door." 

"Mama, put my guns in the 
ground/ I can't shoot them any
more./That long-black cloud is 
coming down/ I feel I'm knock
in' on heaven's door." 

The song's chorus holds a 
poetry of melody and rhythm 
which brings me - at least met
aphorically - to heaven's door. 

Four times Dylan insists: 
"Knock, knock, knockin' on 
heaven's door." 

There is, of course, no way 
of knowing what inspired 
Dylan to write these words-. 
I suspect that the poet/song
writer himself does not know. 
Nor is there any single way 
to interpret these words. Has 
Dylan consciously or perhaps 
unconsciously drawn upon 
the Yorn Kippur imagery of 
the worshipping congrega
tion assailing the gates of 
heaven - sha'arei shamayim 
- with songs of prayer and re
pentance? Again, no way of 
knowing. What I do know is 
that when I approach Yorn Kip
pur 5775, eleven months from 
now, the "knockin"' words and 
melody and rhythm of Dylan's 
song will help carry me on my 
journey towards renewal and 
release. 

James B. Rosenberg 
(rabbiemeritus@ 
templehabonim.org) is rabbi 
emeritus at Temple Habonim 
in Barrington. 

OUR MISSION COLUMNS I LETTERS POLICY 

The mission of The Jewish Voice is to communicate 
Jewish news, ideas and ideals by connecting and giving 
voice to the diverse views of the Jewish community in 
Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts, while 
adhering to Jewish values and the professional stan
dards of journalism. 

The Jewish Voice publishes thoughtful and informa
tive contributors' columns (op-eds of 500 - 800 words) 
and letters to the editor (250 words, maximum) on is
sues of interest to our Jewish community. At our dis
cretion, we may edit pieces for publication or refuse 
publication. Letters and columns, whether from our 
regular contributors or from guest columnists, repre-

sent the views of the authors; they do not represent 
the views of The Jewish Voice or the Alliance. 

Send letters and op-eds to Arthur Norman at The 
Jewish Voice, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 
02906 or anorman@jewishallianceri.org. Include 
name, city of residence and a contact phone number 
or email (not for publication). 
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BY LEE KOSSIN 
Special to The Jewish Voice 

Some years ago, my middle 
daughter occasionally did cat 
sitting for a rabbi. One day, he 
called for her and we ended 
up in a conversation that led 
him to ask where we were affili
ated. I told him that we went to 
the JCC and belonged to the 
"Jewish ·pool club." When he 
asked again, I told him that we 
didn't attend a synagogue be
cause I come from a long line of 
atheists and my husband is an 
atheist by choice. After a con
templative silence he said, "But 
your daughter is such a good 
person." 

I thought of this recently 
when I was reading the newly 
released Pew report on Jewish 
Americans. Two of the factoids 
really caught my attention. In 
response to the question, "What 
does it mean to be Jewish?" 
69 percent of the respondents 
said: leading an ethical/moral 
life. In answer to the question, 

"What is compatible with being 
Jewish?" 68 percent of the re
spondents said a person can be 
Jewish even if he/she does not 
believe in God. 

According to my mother, 
my great grandfather came to 
America to spread the word 
about socialism. He was a great 
believer in spreading wealth 

and, even though he earned 
very good money as a builder, 
he gave most of it away. He 
named each of his six children 
with names that reflected his 
ideology: One uncle was named 
Thomas Carlyle, another 
Charles Darwin and my grand-

A Jewish Atheist 
father was named Victor Hugo. 
He raised his children to be ra
tional, moral and atheistic. 

My father came from a more 
Jewish background with a fa
ther who escaped being forced 
into the Russian army as Jew
ish frontline fodder. Whatever 
belief my father had was cer
tainly lost when he helped lib
erate the concentration camps 
at age 20. My mother was an 
atheist who longed to be agnos
tic. She taught me, once I be
came a confirmed atheist, that 
one should lead their life as
suming that God doesn't exist 
but act as if She/ He does. It is a 
value that I hope I have passed 
on to my children. 

My oldest daughter is an edu
cator and dreams of opening a 
school that will serve homeless 
children. When she spent two 
years teaching in a rural and 
very poor part of North Caroli
na, her fellow teachers assured 
her that, though she claimed to 
be an atheist, she must actually 
be a Christian because who else 
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would be willing to do what she 
was doing. 

My middle daughter plans 
on pursuing a degree in psy
chology to work with troubled 
teens and my youngest seems 
well on her way to a career in 
teaching. They are smart and 
ambitious women and could 
choose any profession, but none 
is interested in anything other 
than "helping" (or, at least, 
"not-hurting") professions. I 
don't believe that Belief is fun
damental to my Jewish identity. 
Yet I feel myself to be Jewish. 
I agree with Robert Mankoff, 
the cartoon editor of the New 
Yorker, who recently wrote that 
being a Jewish atheist means 
not believing in a different God 
than a Christian atheist doesn't 
believe in. I also agree with my 
mother, who said, "You can 
deny being a Jew all you want, 
but when they come for the 
Jews, they will have your name 
on the list." 

I try, as unsuccessfully as the 
next person, to lead an ethical 
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life, which means to me to be 
concerned for those less for
tunate, try to minimally hurt 
the environment, vote Demo
crat. I hope my husband and I 
have raised moral children who 
don't look to God as an excuse 
to do right but have incorporat
ed "rightness" into their lives. 

I understand the rabbi's con
fusion about how atheists can 
raise good people, but I believe 
that Judaism demands that 
we pay attention to the world 
and one another other right 
here and right now. We don't 
do the right thing because we 
fear punishment or hope for a 
reward in the afterlife - we do 
it just because we know it to 
be right - because if there was 
a God, She/ He would demand 
this of us. With no God, we 
aren't excused from our shared 
humanity but must choose ev
ery day to live our values. 

Lee Kossin (lkossin@yahoo. 
com) is an artist residing in 
Providence. 

Re: JFNA General Asembly Fails to Lead 
on Israeli Occupation 

Re: Recent college graduate tells her coming out story (Oct. 11) 

I was disappointed to learn that 
the annual General Assembly of 
the Jewish Federations of North 
America (JFNA), which will 
meet in Jerusalem next month, 
will not include any discus
sion of Israel's occupation of the 
West Bank. The JFNA boasts on 
its web site that the gathering 
"tackles the most critical issues 
of the day" and brings together 
Jews "from North America and 
Israelis from across the political 
spectrum to discuss issues fac
ing Israel." 

According to reportitfg ~ by 
"The Forward," when asked if 
topics would include the occupa
tion, Jerry Silverman, president 
and CEO of the JFNA, said, im
plausibly, that the JFNA does not 
get into political issues. He also 
said that he doesn't use the word 
"occupation" to describe Israel's 
military control over 2.6 million 
stateless Palestinians.What word 
does· he prefer, "truthiness"? 

Instead of avoiding the issue, 
the General Assembly should is
sue a strong, public statement of 
support for President [Barack] 
Obama's and Secretary of State 
John Kerry's efforts to negotiate 
a two-state solution. Alas, Feder
ation leaders prefer to stick their 
heads in the sand. 

Perhaps it is because ofleader
ship like this, which increasingly 
follows more than it leads, that, 
as the Pew survey has recently 
reported, Jews are drifting away 
from both Jewish communal 
institutions and attachment to 
Israel, especially in the younger 
generations. 

Nina Tannenwald 

Editor's Note: Nina Tannen
wald teaches international re
lations at Brown University. In 
2012-2013, she served as an advi
sor in the Bureau oflnternation
al Security and Nonproliferation 
in the U.S. State Department. 

Thank you for the report 
from Justin Willner on the 
experience of Dana Speesler 
when coming out to her fam
ily as a lesbian. Willner and 
Voice readers will be glad to 
know that parents faced with 
such a situation do not have to 
struggle alone. For more than 
four decades, PFLAG (Parents 
& Friends of Lesbians & Gays) 
has been providing friendship 
and support to families want
ing to understand and accept 

their lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender children. 
The stories that members re
late about their own journeys 
to acceptance in the past are 
uniquely helpful to newcomer 
parents. LGBT people are also 
welcome at PFLAG as they 
seek to come out into· the em
brace of their families . 

PFLAG is a grassroots, self
supporting, volunteer orga
nization with no religious or 
political affiliation. Mental 

ONLINE COMMENTS 

Re: Dr. Hamolsky honored with the 2013 
Human Dignity Award (Oct. 11) 

Thank you for memorializing this great event. Diane and I 
were there and cherished the many comments of all, most nota
bly those of Dr. Hamolsky. 

Ed Iannuccilli 

Errata 
Re: Boston Jewish film Shelley Sackett's email 

festival celebrates 25 years was incorrectly listed. It is 
(Oct. 25) shelleya.sackett@gmail.com 

Re: Dr. Milton W Hamolsky honored with the 2013 Human Dignity Award (Oct. 11) 
As a major subject of a recent featured ar
ticle in the Jewish Voice, I wish to express 
my appreciation for its publication, its ori
gin from Home & Hospice of Rhode Island, 
and the professional and factual accuracy 
of its reporting by Ms. Lee Kossin, a free
lance writer of Providence. 

Regarding the development of the Medi
cal School at Brown University, I feel com
pelled to acknowledge the many others who 
made it possible. I would like to remind the 
careful reader that any human enterprise 
of such magnitude, as the founding of a new 
medical school "from scratch" as under
taken by Brown University and a group of 
eight Rhode Island hospitals requires the 
collaborative vision and dedicated efforts 
of several entities and individuals. Includ-

ed are the following: the Corporation of 
Brown University, the Board of Trustees of 
the hospitals, the administrations, the fac
ulties, the political leaders and legislators, 
the media, RI Medical Society, the RI Board 
of Medical Licensure and Discipline. 

The development of a high quality medi
cal program was enabled by the recruited 
young men and women physician pioneers 
who gambled their career futures to join ' 
the university and the hospitals as full time 
academicians, dedicated to patient care, 
education and research, talented medical 
staffs at the hospitals, medical students, 
interns, residents and sub-specialty fel
lows. As a critical collaborative discipline, 
it was enabled by the concurrent growth 
of nursing throughout the state. The effort 

enjoyed widespread support of friends and 
members of the community. Regarding my 
role, I feel that I have had the good fortune 
to share in the beginning and continued de
velopment, and the privilege of observing 
the progressive evolution of "the dream." 

I greatly appreciate the honor bestowed 
upon me by Home & Hospice of RI with the 
Human Dignity Award for Iriy contribu
tions to medicine and patient care in the 
state. I am particularly touched by the rec
ognition of such an extraordina1:y organi
zation known for its excellence in caring at 
the most difficult time in peoples' lives. 

Respectfully, 
Milton Hamolsky M.D., MACP., 

Professor of Medicine Emeritus, 
Brown University 

health professionals some
times refer clients to PFLAG 
as an adjunct to professional 
treatment. PFLAG of Greater 
Providence (pflagprovidence. 
org) meets monthly and serves 
the entire state and southern 
Massachusetts. 

Myra Shays 
Founder, PFLAG/ Greater 

Providence 

Re: Parenting Center 
(Oct. 25) 

Congratulations to Director 
Cicchitelli and to the Jewish 
Alliance for having the vision 
to get this project going! This 
center serves as a wonderful 
model for coinmunities around 
our country. 

Dale Hisiger 

Re: The Jewish Voice 
The past few issues of the Jew
ish Voice have been exception
al. Interesting and fun articles. 
It's been informative about 
many issues and also supplies 
some smiles along the way. 

Keep up the good work! 

Judi Silverman 

Alison Stern Perez, whose 
monthly col
umn regularly 
appears on 
these pages, is 
on a brief hiatus 
and will resume 
writing soon. 

• 
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KOSHERFEST 
Kosherfest is the world's largest 
Kosher certified food and beverage 
trade show for the retail and food
service industries. The 25th an
nual edition of Kosherfest was held 
October 29-30 at the Meadowlands 
Exposition Center in Secaucus, 
New Jersey. Featuring the latest in 
Kosher trends, tastes and flavors, 
more than 350 exhibitors from 
around the United States, Israel, 
Argentina and Europe displayed 
their products. 

The Kosher food market is a 
$12,500,000 market growing at a 
rate of 15 percent annually, accord
ing to MINTEL, a marketing com
pany. Events during the two-day 
show included: Kosherfest New 
Products Presentation, Mashgiach 
- "Kosher Supervisor of the Year" 
Award Presentation and the Ko
sherfest 6th Annual Culinary Com
petition. 

Community Kitchen Latkes I FAVORITE RECIPES FROM READERS 

Share your holiday 
recipe 

BY ARTHUR C. NORMAN 
anorman@jewishallianceri.org 

Our readers tell us they love 
trying recipes that they read 
in the Jewish Voice. Send us 
your favorites or share the 
results of ones you have tried. 

This recipe, submitted by Cindy 
Elder (celder@rifoodbank.org), 
director of communications 
for the Rhode Island Commu
nity Food Bank, is not only the 
personal recipe of Beth Rabin , 
former longtime volunteer at 
the Food Bank's Community 
Kitchen, but also, says Cindy, 
"hands-down, the best they've 
(Community Kitchen chef in
structors) ever tasted." 

Community Kitchen is a culi
nary job training program for 
low-income and unemployed 
adults. During the course of 
their 14-week training, Com
munity Kitchen students pre
pare 500 meals per day for the 
Kids Cafe program, which pro-

Send them to IMissiuro@ 
jewishallinceri.org, subject 
line RECIPES. 

EAST SIDE 
PHARMACY 

Wine and Food ... 
We have just the right wine 
for every meal you prepare 

East Side Prescription Center Has a 

Large Selection of Kosher Traditional 

and Kosher Varietal Wines in/Addition 

to Our Eclectic Selection of Wines 

: ( ~ from around t~e World. ~~ 
~ WEB: www.easts1derx.com ~ • ·...., .,;p 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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632 Hope Street • Providence, Rhode Island 
751-1430 • FAX: 454-8096 

vides afterschool meals to low
income children at Boys & Girls 
Clubs and recreation centers. 

Best-ever latkes 

I NGREDIENTS 
3 lbs. potatoes 
2 carrots 
1/4 cup flour 
3 eggs, beaten 
2 tsps. vegetable oil 
salt and pepper 
(optional) 1 medium onion 

METHOD 
Peel and grate the potatoes 

and carrots. After peeling, roll 
vegetables in toweling to re
move as much moisture as pos
sible. 

Place vegetables in a large 
bowl and add flour, eggs, oil, 
and salt and pepper. 

(Optional) saute the onion and 
combine with the mixture. 

Mix well and drop, by table
spoonsful, in heated oil in a 
heavy frying pan. 

Eat as soon as possible (with 
your favorite topping)! 

s~\NG COFFEE D 

Sweet potatoes from Brenda Lucier 
Brenda Lucier says this family 
Thanksgiving favorite is easy 
to make and delicious. She's 
been making it for at least ten 
years. 

Whipped Sweet Pota oes 
I NGREDIENTS 

4 - 6 sweet potatoes 
1/4 cup butter 
1/4 cup firmly packed 

brown sugar 
1 tsp. salt 
1/3 tsp. black pepper 

METHOD I 
1. Peel and cut sweet potatoes 

into uniformly sized chunks. 

2. Boil or steam sweet pota
toes until soft. Be careful not to 
overcook. Sweet potatoes will 

absorb too much water if over
boiled. 

3. When potatoes are soft, 
drain off water and let sweet po
tatoes rest in the colander a few 
minutes in order to drain away 
absorbed water. 

4. Fill a standard-sized home 
food processor bowl with as 
much of the cooked sweet po
tatoes as will fit . Depending on 
the number and size of sweet 
potatoes used, you may have to 
process several batches. 

5. Then, to the food processor 
bowl add the butter, sugar salt 
and pepper. Puree all ingredi
ents together. If necessary, add 
more sugar to taste. 

6. Blend all ingredients and 
seNe. 

Texas stuffing from Louanne Lambert 
Texas turkey cornbread stuffing 

Louanne Lambert sent us this 
favorite. 

I NGREDIENTS 
1/2 cup margarine 
5 - 6 cups cornbread or corn 

muffins 
6 cups of soft cubed toast 
1/2 cup oil 

1 cup diced celery 
1/2 cup chopped onion 
1/2 cup green pepper 
2 teaspoons salt 
2 teaspoons pepper 
1 1/2 teaspoons poultry sea-

sonings 
sage to taste 
2 beaten eggs 
1 1/2 cups turkey broth 

METHOD 
1. In a bowl, mix together 

crumbled cornbread and cubed 
toast. ~o~ ff. ~>-

CO ll ee friindly eonvirsation3 
2. Pour and mix in heated 

margarine. 
3. Saute veggies in oil, add 

seasonings and pour over the 
cornbread and toast. EXCHANGE& owreoffii 

Bate Pspo9 

www.thecoffeeexchange.com 

207 Wickenden Street 
Providence, RI 02903 

401.273.1198 

4. Add well-beaten eggs. 
5. Stir in turkey broth to de

sired moistness. 
6. Add turkey giblets if de

sired - every Texan would! 
7. Place in casserole dish and 

bake for 30 minutes at 400° For 
use to stuff the turkey. Yippy-i
o-kayee! 
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Chef Trevor Daneker CIN0VEL0ER 

Community Cooking: 
feeds the soul 

BY ARTHUR C. NORMAN 
anorman@jewishalliance.org 

Chef Trevor Daneker is a nu
trition education coordinator 
for, the Community Cooking 
program of the Rhode Island 
Community Food Bank. Com
munity Cooking empowers 
food pantry clients to make 
smarter, healthier choices. 

Hands-on cooking is com
bined with in-depth study of 
nutritional issues that can 
have a profound effect on peo
ple's health as well as on their 
food budget. By incorporating 
more vegetables and healthy 
proteins, clients gain a mea
sure of control over their food 
security. 

Here is chef Trevor's riff on 
baked apples and sweet pota-
toes. · 

Baked Apples and Sweet 
Potatoes 

I NGREDIENTS 
5 sweet potatoes (cooked) 
4 apples 
1/4 - 1/2 cup brown sugar 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1/4 cup butter 
1 teaspoon nutmeg 
1/4 cup hot water 

2 tablespoons honey 

METHOD 
1. Boil 5 sweet potatoes in 

water until they are almost 
tender. 

2. After the sweet potatoes 
cool, peel and slice them. 

3. Peel the apples, remove 
the cores and slice the apples. 

4. Preheat the oven to 400° 
F. 

5. Grease a casserole dish 
with butter. 

6. Put a layer of sweet pota
toes on the bottom of the dish. 

7. Add a layer of apple slices. 
8. Add some sugar, salt and 

tiny pieces of butter to the ap
ple layer. 

9. Repeat steps 6, 7 and 8 to. 
make more layers of sweet po
tatoes, apples and sugar/salt. 

10. On the top layer ofapples, 

sprinkle the rest of the brown 
sugar and butter pieces. 

11. Sprinkle the top layer 
with nutmeg. 

12. Mix the hot water and 
honey together. Pour the mix 
over the top layer. 

13. Bake for about 30 min
utes until apples are tender. 
. Yields 8 servings 
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New from Joan Nathan 
Joan Nathan, Providence's best-selling kosher cookbook author, 

signs copies of her book at Kosherfest 2013 

HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING! 

EastsideMarket lace 
~ 

ProuJ/1· Otfrri,w 
Rhode !~land 's O,~h-

KOSHER 

BUTCHER& 

FISH SERVICE 

Evcrv 11rnrsdav 
~. \ .\1 - 21':\I . 

Sllj'L'IYi,L·d h\' thL· 

l{J l\;t,liruth C 1n~1111i-.-.;inn 

The supermarket th at gives you a CHOICE ... 
traditional foods and whole food altnernatives. 

163 Pitn1an Street, Providence, RI 02906 • \\ \\ \\' .l'~istsidt'mdrkl't .... 1 1111 • -1( ll -S.> 1-777 I 

\. 

Happy Hanukkah from all of us at 
Arthur The Jewish ~oice Tricia 

Karen Ellie Irina Leah 

-
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BELW-ING TURKEY FARI'\t1 
Family Owner Since 1944 

Call Today to Order Your 

Fresh ... Young ... Tender 

THANKSGIVIN 

u r.336-9142 
773 Taunton Avenue Route 44, Seekonk, MA 

H you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

s1·•1 OFF ·. ~/"--"-~ ~ -. 

A Rhode Island Tradition tor over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

The Jewish Voice 

Layne Mayer, Vanessa Weiner, Amy Orth, Mia Shalansky, Emily Torgan-Shalansky, Adrienne Ujfer 
and Doug Blake in a blaze of glory. 

WORLD SERIES OF JEWISH DESSERTS 
AT TEMPLE BETH-EL 

An evening of tasty treats and good causes 

BY IRINA MISSIURO 
IMissiuro@jewishallianceri.org 

The competition was fierce at 
Temple Beth-El's "World Series 
of Jewish Desserts." More than 
20 chefs brought their finest 
sweet creations in hopes of win
ning the Oct. 27 contest. The 
judges included Lynn Williams, 
owner of Seven Stars Bakery; 
Dr. Andy Robin, a doctor, for
mer award-winning writer for 
"Seinfeld" and "Saturday Night 
Live" and current columnist for 
the Providence Journal; and 
Anita Solomon, former owner 
of the East Side favorite , Lloyd's 
Restaurant, and a temple mem
ber of more than 80 years. 

This year's fundraiser, bene
fitting the Temple Beth-El Reli
gious School Scholarship Fund, 
followed last year's "World 
Series of Kugel" and the 2011 
"World Series of Brisket," each 
of which attracted 200 attend
ees and raised $7,500 to assist 
member families with school 
tuition costs. 

ticed that their sign read "Sil
ver Star Bakery." Though the 
family didn't win, they get my 
Gold Star for their honesty and 
effort. 

Vegetarian and Kosher? 

The chefs brought their best 
game to the table. Robin Ho
monoff decided to gild the lily to 
win o~er the judges with a per
sonal touch. Next to the Sour 
Cream Walnut Cake, she placed 
framed photos of the family ma
triarch, along with her hand
written plastic-encased recipe, 
on the table. The Torgan family 
also displayed creativity by in
cludipg miniature Israeli flags 
in the muffin cups containing 
caramel-dipped local Macoun 
apples, which William, 7, the 
youngest chef of the night, 
picked with his Sunday school. 

Coffee Cake tied with Ru
gelach for the most popular des
sert, with four entries of each 
kind. Some coffee cake recipes 
hailed from Eastern Europe, 
so they fattened up on their be
loved sour cream, while other 
all-American ones sneered 
at the idea. All rolled up ~)J.d 
smelling of cinnamon, some 
Rugelach bore the fruit of grape 
vines and the Ghirardelli fac
tory. One particularly innova
tive Rugelach decided to wear 
her clothes inside out and call 
herself Rugelach Revised. You 
won't be wrong to suspect writ
er Nancy Kirseh of creating the 
name and the recipe. Zoe Fin
kelstein gave her a run for her 
money, however, with Decon
structed Chocolate Cheesecake 
Cupcake. Derrida, anyone? 

A Double Mitzvah! 

Plant Based • Locally Sourced • Seasonally Inspired 

(e. 
727 East ave. Pawtucket, RI 02860 

401-726-2826 

Several thought ahead and 
provided printed. recipes for 
"sweet teeth" to take home. 
I can now make Sour Cream 
Nut Cake, Passover Chocolate 
Mandelbrot, Matzo Crack (yes, 
you read that right) or Choc
olate-Banana Kugel when the 
urge strikes. A number of con
testants incorporated Yiddish 
words for various relatives, the 
originators of the recipes, into 
the titles. So, if you wondered 
how to spell bubbe or zayde, you 
should have attended the event. 

My favorite entrant was a 
little boy who, upon my excla
mation "And who made these 
donuts?" answered, "The bak
ery." It turns out that their chef 
d'oeuvre didn't come out of the 
oven as expected, so the par
ents voluntarily disqualified 
themselves from the contest. As 
the boy's dad explained, after 
jokingly chiding his son for re
vealing secrets to the reporter, 
they still wanted to contribute 
something to the event, so they 
brought some sufganiot. Had 
I not been so captivated by the 
Feldman boy, I would have no-

Mandelbrot, masquerading 
under various misspellings, fol
lowed with three entries, chal
lenging the lonesome Karnish 
Broidt, of the same dessert heri
tage - a real rebel that wanted 
to distinguish itself with an 
original name - what a Crazy 
Bread! 

"Karnish" had the right idea 
since many names that evening 
sounded similar. 

Emily Torgan-Shalansky 
baked a tantalizing Mascar
pone Cake with Mango Sauce to 
contend with her mother-in-law 
Ruby Shalansky's Chocolate 
Caramel Matzo. Mia, the young
est member of the family, tried 
to maintain peace by helping 
everyone. Henry Mayer, with 
Sam Salinger's help (both with 
BBYO Providence), competed 
with Layne Mayer, his mother, 
who, along with Vanessa Wein
er and Amy Orth, teased with 
Dark Chocolate-Dipped Gluten
Free Macaroons. Their true 
competition, however, was Deb-

DESSERTS I 17 



----~~---------~-~=--=-~---=-"""'-------

thejewishvolce.org 

Cantor Judy Seplowin and her daughter Jessica Kalish 

FROMPAGE16 DESSERTS 
hie Waldman's gluten-free and 
nut-free Chocolate and Banana 
Kugel. Fortunately, the Kugel 
wasn't also fat-free because 
then it would have nothing left 
to lose, as Janis Joplin once apt
ly pointed out. 

Rabbis raced against can
tors, moms' recipes - against 
grandmas' and caramel-dipped 
creations - against chocolate
dipped ones. The contest even 
included two teenage girls 

' who made their desserts from 
scratch. Madison Selsberg, a 
cook and a baker since the age 
of seven, prepared her signa
ture Coffee Cake. Julia Birn
baum, a food blogger (thesweet-

lifeofrired.blogspot.com), made 
Zabar's Black and White Cook
ies, beguiling everyone with 
their fancy tuxedoes. 

Editor's note: the winners are 
listed here; their recipes will 
appear on page 18. 

Best Dessert: Emily Shalan
sky - Mascarpone Cake with 
Mango Sauce 

Best Dessert First Runner
Up: Layne Mayer, Vanessa 
Weiner, Amy Orth - Dark Choc
olate-Dipped Macaroons 

Best Dessert Second Run
ner-Up: Adrienne Uffer - Ha
mantashen 

People's Choice: Doug Blake -
Rugelach 

I lappy 
I Im 1ukkal 1 

www. G reggsU SA. corn 

Providence 
831-5700 

E. Providence 
438-5700 

Warwick N. Kingst own 
467-5700 294-5700 

Caramel Apples 
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Doug Blake, The People's Choice winner, is beaming almost as 
much as the award he is holding. You like him - you really, really 

like him. Congressman David Cicilline and event chair Karen 
Borger bask in Blake's victory. 

CRANSTON GARDEN CITY CENTER 

151 Sockanosset Cross Road • 401-942-7600 

PROVIDENCE 261 Waterman Street • 401-272-1690 

PROV! DEN CE 601 North Main Street• 401-621-5990 

WHOLEFOODSMARKET.COM l'J.,, 
Whole Foods Mareet sells kosher and non-kosher foods. 
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BY IRINA MISSIURO 
IMissiuro@jewishallianceri.org 

Best Dessert: Emily Torgan
Shalansky, Mascarpone Cake 

with Mango Sauce 
This cake is Torgan-Shalan

sky's version of a recipe from 
her grandmother, who had emi
grated from Poland to Hondu
ras. 

INGREDIENTS 
CAKE 

2 cups sifted cake flour (not 
self-rising) 

1 teaspoon baking powder 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1 stick unsalted butter 
1 cup sugar 
11/2 teaspoons vanilla 
2eggs 
1 cup buttermilk 

MASCARPONE CREAM 
8 oz. mascarpone 
1 cup chilled heavy cream 
1/4 cup plus 1 tablespoon 

sugar 

Dona Ana's Mango Sauce 
3 large ripe mangoes 
sugar 
lime juice 

PREPARATION 

FOOD The Jewish Voice 

And the winners are ... 
CAKE 

1. Preheat oven to 350° F. But
ter a 9-inch round cake pan (2 
inches deep). Line bottom with 
round of parchment paper, then 
butter parchment. 

2. Combine flour, baking pow
der, baking soda and salt. 

3. Beat together butter and 
sugar in a large bowl with an 
electric mixer until fluffy and 
pale. Beat in vanilla. Add eggs, 
one at a time, beating after each 
addition. With mixer on low, 
beat in buttermilk until just 
combined. Add flour mixture 
in three batches, mixing after 
each addition until just com
bined. 

4. Pour batter into cake pan, 
smoothing top. Rap on counter 
to get rid of air bubbles. 

5. Bake until golden and a 
toothpick inserted in center 
comes out clean, 35 to 40 min
utes . Cool in pan on a rack for 
10 minutes, then run a knife 
around the edges of the pan to 
loosen the cake. Invert it onto 
plate. Remove and discard pa-
per. 

MASCARPONE CREAM 
Beat mascarpone, cream and 

sugar in a large bowl until mix-

Emily Torgan-Shalansky and Mia Shalansky with their winning Mascarpone Cake with Mango Sauce. 

ture holds stiff peaks. Dona Ana's Mango Sauce beige outside and dry-looking 
Peel and pit mangoes. Put (insides will still be soft), about 

flesh into a blender with about 25 minutes. Transfer baking 
1 tablespoon lime juice and two sheets to racks; cool macaroons 
tablespoons of sugar. Blend. completely. Transfer maca

ASSEMBLY 
Halve cake horizontally with 

a long serrated knife. Remove 
top half. Put bottom half on 
plate and spread with half of 
cream. Put top half on; spread 
with remainder of cream. Serve 
with sauce alongside. 

Best Dessert First Runner-Up: 
Layne Mayer, Vanessa Weiner, 

Amy Orth, Dark Chocolate
Dipped Macaroons 

These are a sophisticated ver
sion of the contestants' favorite 
Passover dessert. 

I NGREDIENTS 
5 large egg whites 
1/2 vanilla bean, split length-

wise 
3/4 cup - 1 cup sugar (depends 

how sweet you want them) 
4 cups long-shred unsweet

ened coconut (about 6 ounces), 
lightly toasted 

3/4 cup slivered almonds, 
toasted, cooled, ground 

12 ounces bittersweet (not un
sweetened) or semisweet choco
late, finely chopped 

PREPARATION 
1. Preheat oven to 275°F. Line 

two large baking sheets with 
parchment paper. 

Place egg whites in large 
bowl; scrape in seeds from va
nilla bean. Using electric mixer, 
beat egg whites until soft peaks 
form. Gradually add sugar, 
beating until meringue is very 
thick (similar to marshmallow 
creme), about 5 minutes. 

2. Fold in coconut, then al
monds. Drop batter by rounded 
tablespoonfuls onto prepared 
sheets, spacing mounds 1 1/2 
inches apart. 

Ba~e macaroons until pale 

roons to work surface; re-line 
pans with clean parchment. 

3. Place chocolate in top of 
double boiler over simmer
ing water. Stir chocolate until 
smooth; remove from over wa
ter. Dip bottom of 1 macaroon 
into melted chocolate to depth 
of 1/4 inch. Place on prepared 
sheet, chocolate side down. Re
peat dipping with remaining 
macaroons. Chill until choco
late is firm, about 1 hour. These 
can be made three days ahead. 
Cover and keep refrigerated. 
Let macaroons stand at room 
temperature 1 hour before serv
ing. 

Makes roughly 4-5 dozen. 

Best Dessert Second 
Runner-Up: Adrienne Uffer, 

Hamantashen 
Adrienne Uffer bakes these 

so often, she no longer needs to 
measure the ingredients. For 
our readers, she did. 

I NGREDIENTS 
DOUGH 

1 cup butter 
1 cup sugar 
2 eggs 
1 teaspoon lemon extract 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
1 teaspoon salt 
Mix ingredients together to 

make dough. Refrigerate at 
least 2 hours or up to 24 hours. 
Roll out dough and make cir
cles. 

FILLING 
l lb pitted prunes 
1/4 lb apricots 
1 cup raisins 
1 teaspoon lemon rind 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 
1/2 cup apricot preserves 
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Robin Homonoff, her special-mention recipient, Sour Cream Walnut 
Cake, and the family heirlooms. 

FROMPAGE18 DESSERTS 
PREPARATION 

Cook prunes, apricots and 
raisins. Chop, then mix the rest 
of ingredients. 

Shape and fill hamantashen 
and bake in an ungreased pan 
in 375°F oven for approximately 
15minutes. 

People's Choice: Doug Blake, 
Rugelach 

"Every good baker needs a 
good teacher. My first and best 
teacher was my mother, Sally 
Goldberg. The rugelach teacher 
was my wife's cousin Irene, who 
introduced me to the Cuisinart. 
We baked these at the Jersey 
Shore in 90 percent 41rYIJic!ity 
(not recommended for a 'firs't at
tempt!)" 

I NGREDIENTS TRADITIONAL 

R UGELACH 

DOUGH 
3 cups flour 
1/ 2 lb (2 sticks) butter, unsalt-

ed, softened 
1 package yeast 
1 cup heavy cream 
1 teaspoon salt 
3eggyolks 

MIXTURE FOR ROLLING 
2 cups sugar 
3 teaspoons cinnamon 
8 ounces chopped pecans, 

mixed very finely in a food pro
cessor. 

c PAULS CITYGRILLE COM 

MIXTURE FOR SPREADING 
Seedless preserves (apricot, 

raspberry or plum) 

PREPARATION 
In a food processor or a stand 

mixer, combine flour, salt and 
yeast. Cut in the butter. Add 
yolks and heavy cream; mix 
well. Wrap in foil and refriger
ate overnight. Preheat oven to 
375°F. Prepare cookie sheets 
with parchment or silicone 
liner. Divide dough into fourths 
and work one part at a time, 
keeping the rest cold. Spread 
board generously with pecan 
sugar and roll out dough in mix
ture, covering both sides and 
working some into the dough. 
Roll into 14- to 16-inch circle. 
Cut into quarters; spread each 
fourth with jam, then cut each 
fourth into four slices. Sprinkle 
with more pecan sugar and roll 
up each slice from the edge to 
the center; bend each piece into 
a crescent. Bake 12-15 minutes; 
cool on racks and sprinkle with 
powdered sugar if desired. 

Makes 64. 

I NGREDIENTS CHOCOLATE 
R UGELACH 

MIXTURE FOR SPREADING 

1/4 cup brown sugar 
2 tablespoons chopped bitter

sweet chocolate 

W I. I I H M A N A V I N JI I 
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Rose Mayer, Eve Weiner, Emily Principe and Miranda Birnbaum are getting ready to compete 
on their own in a couple of years. 

A t right: Melanie Coon describes 
her traditional Rugelach. Coon 

used chocolate chips instead 
of raisins because ... who can 

say no to chocolate?! Judge Dr. 
Andy Robin certainly couldn't. 

1 tablespoon cocoa powder 
1/4 teaspoon espresso powder 
1/4 teaspoon cinnamon 
2 tablespoons melted butter 
Roll out 1 piece of dough as 

above in pecan sugar. Brush 
with melted butter. Spread with 
chocolate mixture; cut into slic
es and roll up as above. 

Makes 16. 

WARWICK - Waterfront Stunning custom built home with sweeping 
views throughout. Soaring cei lings, 3 fireplaces, chef's kitchen wi th custom 
cabinetry. Spacious master suite and additional 4 en suite bedrooms. 
Glistening pool, 100 foot dock and 2 moorings. $2 ,250,000 401 -789-6666 

I".,, , . 
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NEWPORT - "Malbone Estate" A gothic style castle listed on the Na
tional Register. Grand entry foyer, crown molding, coffe red ceilings and 5 
gracious bedrooms. Stone patio. Sited on 17 acres with portions of original 
landscaping and ga rdens . $2,200,000 401 -848-2101 

Lila Delman 
Real Estate 

Local Legacy .•• 
btt.enuaional Reocl, ~ 

NEWPORT 

NARRAGANSETT 

PROVIDE CE 

JAMESTOWN 

WATCH Hill 

BLOCK ISLAND 

LI LAD ELMAN .COM 
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FROM PAGE 1 FITNESS 
out the strength area has been 
replaced along with a portion of 
the cardio side. New additions to 
the fitness center include both 
cardio machines and strength 
equipment. New ellipticals, 
step machines and All Motion 
Trainers are on the floor. Sev
eral of the old Cybex strength 
pieces have been replaced with 
new Cybex pieces. The state of 
the art Cybex Multi Gym takes 
the place of three separate ma
chines as well as the popular 
cable crossover. This choice of 
equipment opens up floor space 
in the strength area for those 
who wish to get involved in a 
more dynamic workout as op
posed to a stationary workout. 

"The thought process is," 
says Carlene Barth, Director 
of Health, Fitness & Aquatics, 
"that fitness is about move-
ment, not sitting on a piece of 
equipment. We are making 
room for both comfort purpos
es and small-group training 
classes which we are planning 
on rolling out toward the end of 
the year." Small group-training 
is a cross between personal 
training and group exercise. An 
individual gets the benefits of 

FREE ADMISSION 
Latkes and applesauce, 
doughnut treats (sufganiyot) , 
and Hanukkah presents for 
the children. 

(Help us feed the hungry 
Please bring a non-pe · 
item for our friends 
St. Michael's Foo 

Tim Morton, facing, helps put a new face on J-Fitness. 

personal training with the mo
tivation of being part of a team 
at a lower price per session than 
individualized personal train
ing. Personal Trainers are 
available to answer any ques
tions that you may have regard
ing the new equipment 

Painting the corridor and 
both group exercise studios will 

be completed soon but beauty, 
as the saying goes, is only skin 
deep. According to Alliance 
COO/Controller Dan Hamel, 
there wi ll be other, less notice
able but, nonetheless, crucial 
changes to the building's over
all "health." 

The entire facility will be get
ting new lighting, which will 

put us onto the "green" path as 
we move forward with an en
ergy efficient footprint . We are 
almost done with phase one of 
the HVAC work. You may have 
recently noticed a crane in the 
back of the building as the roof 
was prepped for the new pool 
unit - to be installed in mid No
vember " The new pool HVAC 
combined with a new water 
temperature control system 
will allow us to keep the air 
temperature 2-3 degrees above 
the water temperature, creat
ing a more comfortable and en
ergy efficient atmosphere in the 
pool." 

Hamel adds that other up
grades contemplated for the fa
cility involve the locker rooms, 
health clubs and the elevator 
modernization project. One of 
the goals is to make the entire 
building more accessible - both 
entering and throughout - and 
user friendly. These plans are 
now being phased in as part of 
the overall funding and sched
uling blueprint. 

The Jewish Voice 

J-Fitness is getting fit. The 
entire Dwares JCC is getting 
fit. Isn't it time for you to get fit? 
To help you get started, the Al
liance JCC is offering two per
sonal training sessions or two 
swim lessons free when you 
sign up for an annual member
ship during the month of No
vember. 

For more information about 
J-Fitness, contact Carlene 
Barth (cbarth@jewishallianc
eri.org) or call 421-4111, ext. 210. 

For more information about 
Alliance JCC membership, 
contact Nancy Desrosiers 
(ndesrosier s@jewishallianc
eri.org) or call 421-4111, ext. 
115. 
For more information about 
the Dwares JCC modernization 
project, contact Dan Hamel at 
dhamel@jewishallianceri.org. 

ARTHUR C. NORMAN 

Angela Sullivan works out on 
new J-Fitness equipment. 
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Who is this woman and where 
in the Alliance is she? 

Camp JORI is a co-ed overnight and day camp that for 
4 generations has provided a memorable camping 
experience for children from 5 to 16 years of age. 

www.campjori.com j 401.463.3170 
Camp Director, Ronni Guttin ronni@campjori.com 

If you haven't already heard, we have a wonderful new place at the Alliance 
JCC that was made especially for you! The room has a space for everyone 
in your family. There is a sitting area for adults, where they can watch the 

Today Show after school drop-off, while catching up with a friend over a cup of 
coffee. The PJ Library reading area provides comfortable seating and a variety of 

seasonal books for children and parents to enjoy. Tables and chairs, even highchairs, 
provide community members a spot to enjoy a quick lunch or snack, and the kid 's 

ar t counter is always stocked with crayons, scissors and glue. It is our hope that the 
Alliance Family Room Parenting Center becomes your home away from home. 

1 



.-

22 I November 8, 2013 NATION The Jewish Voice 

Roosevelt and the Jews: 
What we knew then and what 

we think we know now. 
A lecture by Carl Feldman 

for the Victor Baxt Lecture Series. 

Live in elegant surroundings, enriched with a distinctive 
cultural ambiance. 

An unparalleled level of service and amenities . and 
all the support needed for your safety and peace of mind . 

Choose from spacious studio. one or two 
bedroom apartments - and studio or companion 
apartments in our Renaissance Memory Support wing. 

Call Dianne: 401-732-0037 www.tamariskri .org 
I! ~ 

f ] Q ~ Celebrating 1D Years of 
~ i...# Exceptional Senior Living 

-~ ,( 
Gold Key SelVICeS 

THE PHYLLIS SIPE ASTE IN 

TAMARISK 
ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENCE 

3 Shalom Drive Warwick, RI 02886 

Assisted Living • Renaissance Memory Support • Celebrations Adult Day Services • Respite Care 

(::. A Carelink Member 
- A Community of Jewish Senior.; Agency of RI Where Life is Celebrated'" 

A Koshef Assisted Liffl9 Rasdenc:e 
Supe,,,sed by Vaad Harabboom of America 

BY ARTHUR C. NORMAN 
anorman@jewishallianceri.org 

Carl Feldman will be speaking 
on Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
his background, the power of 
the Presidency, his attitude to
ward the Holocaust and his larg-

er dreams of a world at peace. 
Carl Feldman was born in 
Providence in 1937 and is a 
graduate of Providence Public 
Schools, Boston University, BA 
1959, Case Western Reserve, 
MA 1960, and advanced gradu
ate study at the University 
of California, Berkeley, 1960-
61. He has done extensive re
search on the Holocaust and 

has been teaching about the 
Holocaust for the last 30 years. 
The Victor Baxt Lecture Series 
honors the late Victor Baxt, 
an ardent supporter of Holo
caust Education. A fund has 
been established in his name 

at the Holocaust Education & 
Resource Center of RI to en
sure that his legacy continues. 
This program, on Sunday, Nov. 
17, 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. is free 
and open to the public and will 
take place at the Central Li
brary located at 140 Sockanos
set Cross Road, Cranston, R.I. 

For more information: please 
visit: cranstonlibrary.org. 

It's a one-day fundraising phone-a-thon. A day when the community comes 

together to do what's right - to raise money to help those in need and 

strengthen our Jewish community. 

Join us on Sunday, November 24 from 9:30am - 5pm and make a difference. 

Volunteer to make calls with us, if only for an hour. If you can't volunteer, 

answer the call. 

For more information about becoming a Super Sunday 

volunteer, contact Michele Gallagher at 401.421.4111 

ext. 1 65 or mgallagher@jewishallianceri.org. 

Agency teams are encouraged to volunteer. 

Money raised during Super Sunday goes into the Alliance Annual Campaign. In other words, 

we use it to help people. 

Instead of focusing on one need, we look at the community as a whole. This way your donation 
helps the issues you're aware of as well as those that are less obvious, but no less important. 

Being aware of the growing and changing need in our community and creating solutions to meet them is something 
in which we take great pride. This is all possible because of the generosity of people like you. 

On Super Sunday answer the call - make a difference. 

' 
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ARTHUR C. NORMAN 

Erin Moseley, Director of Arts and Culture and NextGen Engagement, 
introduces Walter Feldman. 

FROM PAGE 2 FELDMAN 
is a student from fifty years ago. 

Asked if his Judaism informed his 
work, Feldman said he didn't know be
cause he has wide-ranging interests. His 
father was a socialist uninterested in re
ligion but very interested in being a good 
person. Feldman said he aspires to also 
be a good person but not to define his in
terests in one direction. 

Feldman spoke a bit about his work 
in creating books. In 1990, he found Zig
gurat Press, which prints small-edition 
handmade books. He told the audience 
about one based on a letter he received 
while in the trenches. His mother, he 
said, had been completely illiterate, but 
she learned to write English so she could 
send him comfort from home. He made 
a printing plate of her handwriting and 
created a book called "A Packet of Let
ters." He was clearly proud that copies 
of this book honoring his mother are in 
the Museum of Modern Art in New York 
and the Victoria and Albert Museum in 
London. 

Finally, he was asked if he preferred 
one medium over others and ifhe worked 
in one until he tired of it and moved on. 
Interestingly, in his answer, Feldman 
suggested that he based his art life on 
the Old Masters who were able to cre
ate in a number of different media. He 
revealed that some media don't interest 
him personally but if he is interested, he 
will dedicate time and effort to learning 
how to use a new material as he had with 
stained glass and tesserae for mosaics. 

Walter Feldman is a Rhode Island 
treasure and his informative talk trans
formed his work for the audience while 
lending insight into how an artist moves 
from experience to expression. His "Col
lage and Flame on Canvas" especially 
gained a deeper significance for me af
ter hearing the personal story that led to 
their creation. If you haven't done so yet, 
take time to view .this wonderful show 
before it closes this month. 

Lee Kossin (lkossin@gmail) is an artist 
residing in Providence. 

WE HAVE A VOICE - YOU HAVE A VOICE 
You have a voice ... and The Jewish Voice wants to hear it. This 

paper is only as vibrant and robust as our rea.ders make it, with 
kudos, comments, cr iticisms and other contributions such as: on
line comments, letter s to the editor and op-ed submissions. 

Letters to the editor: 250 words or fewer and must be signed. Op
ed essays: 500 - 800 words and must be signed. Send to 
anorman@jewishallianceri.org, 
subject line: OPINIONS. Ques
tions? Call Arthur Norman at 421-
4111, ext. 168. 

Remember, The Jewish Voice is 
your voice. Be heard. 

ARTS 

We're a place to socialize 
And a place for social justice 

November 8, 2013 I 23 

We're a place to celebrate the good times 
And a place to seek help in uncertain times 

We're a place with a supportive early childhood center 
And a place that supports Jewish children worldwide 

We're a place to lift weights 
And a place to Ii~ your spirits 

We're a place to strengthen literacy 
And a place to share your story 

We're a place to learn to swim 
And a place to immerse yourself in arts & culture 

We're a place for seniors to gather for a meal 
And a place that caters to their dignity 

We're a place that raises funds 
And a place that invests in Jewish peoplehood 

We're a place to explore and celebrate your 
Jewish identity 
And a place that welcome all ages, faiths and 
backgrounds 

For nearly 70 years. the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island has been making our community 
stronger, more engaging, and more vibrant. Only 
the Jewish Alliance is able to look across the entire 
community to see where the needs and opportunities 
are greatest and then bring the people and resources 
together to address these priorities. 

The Alliance works with community partners to 
deliver more than 300 programs and services 
worldwide that build a healthy, strong Jewish 
community that is committed to social justice and 
experiencing Jewish life together. 
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Congratulations to 
Jeffrey H. Gladstone 
recognized as Lawyer 
of the Year. 

Partridge Snow & Hahn LLP is proud to congratulate 
our partner, Jeff Gladstone, for being named the 2014 
Providence Land Use & Zoning Law Lawyer of the Year 
by Best Lawyers®. 

Best Lawyers designates "Lawyers of the Year" in high
profile legal specialties in large legal communities. The 
lawyers being honored have received particularly high 
ratings in the surveys by earning a tremendous level of 
respect among their peers for their abilities, 
professionalism and integrity. 

Congratulalions Jeff! 

www.psh.com 
401-861-8200 

CLOSER TO THE ISSUES 

' Mutual Engineering · 
Service Co. 

A Ol~~ON Of THE PETRO GROUP 

Heating & Air Conditionin_u Specialists 
From Tune-Ups to New Equipment! 

NOW INSTALLING GENERATORS! 
• Air Conditioning• Gas Heating• Heat Pumps• RoofTop Systems• 

want Comfort? The Feeling is "Mutuall" 
Keeping vou comfortable since 1934! 

Residential & Commercial Projects 

www.mutualengineering.net 
A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, INSTALLATION & SERVICE COMPANY VISA 

Call David Epstein at 401-351-3900 
• 

f~ ~ to our ADVERTISERS! 
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FROMPAGEl CELEBRATION 
The Campaign Celebration 

will kick off with a dinner for 
Lions of Judah - the Women's 
Alliance members who do
nated $5,000 or more. During 
the meal, the guests will hear 
remarks from Mitzi Berkel
hammer, Lion of Judah chair, 
Susan Froehlich, Lion of Judah 
campaign chair, Susan Leach 
DeBlasio, financial resource 
development chair, and Wendy 
Joering, community concierge 
and synagogue liaison. 

After dinner, Pam Jenoff, the 
featured speaker of the evening 
and the international bestsell
ing author of "The Ambassa
dor's Daughter" and "The Kom
mandant's Girl," will address 
the Women's Alliance members 
and answer their questions. 
Pam Jenoff is the author of six 
novels. After receiving her 
master's degree from Univer
sity of Cambridge in England, 
she served as special assistant 
to the Secretary of the Army, 
helping families of the Pan Am 
Flight 103 victims secure a me
morial and observe recovery ef-

forts at the bombing site. 
Later, Jenoff worked at the 

U.S. Consulate in Krakow, Po
land, focusing on Polish-Jewish 
relations and the Holocaust. 
She went on to graduate from 
the University of Pennsylvania 
Law School. After working as 
an attorney, she now teaches at 
Rutgers School of Law. Jenoff 
lives outside Philadelphia with 
her husband and three chil
dren. For more information on 
the author, please see the com
panion interview with her by 
Robin Kall Homonoff at right. 

The Lion of Judah dinner is 
Wednesday, Nov. 20, at 5:00 p.m. 
at Ledgemont Country Club, 
131 Brown Ave., Seekonk, Mass. 
The dinner will be followed by a 
presentation by Pam Jenoff. It is 
free with a minimum donation 
of $118 to the Jewish Alliance, 
or $54 for first-time donors. Des
ert reception and book signing 
to follow the presentation. 

For more information, con
tact Danielle Germanowski at 
421-4111, ext. 109. 

Women of the Wall marking 
25th anniversary 

Hundreds gather in prayer and celebration 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - In 

a display of the changes the 
group has experienced this 
year, Women of the Wall held a 
peaceful prayer service under 
police protection at the West
ern Wall to mark the group's 
25th anniversary. 

Absent from the November 4 
service, which the group said 
drew at least 800 worshipers, 
were large crowds of Ortho
dox girls who, at the behest of 
their rabbis and activists, had 
blocked the wall's women's sec
tion in previous months. 

For the first time in recent 
memory, Women of the Wall 
occupied the majority of the 
section, with a crowd of male 
supporters stretching back into 
the plaza. 

The group has met for a wom
en's prayer service at the wall 
at the beginning of each Jewish 
month for the past quarter cen
tury, but has seen rapid change 
in its status during the past six 
months. 

Until April, women in the 
group who donned prayer 
shawls or sang too loudly often 
would be detained by police. 
But that month, a Jerusalem 
district court judge ruled that 
the group's practices did not 
violate any of the wall's regula
tions. 

In May, a crowd including 
thousands of men packed the 
plaza in a protest that turned 
violent. 

Since then, however, the 
demonstrations have waned. 
Several dozen men came to 
protest on Nov. 4, some yell
ing epithets at teenagers who 
had come to support Women of 

the Wall. But aside from a few 
token disturbances - screams 
and whistles - the service con
'hnued uninterrupted. 

"It's a big success because the 
traditional community has an 
outlet to show its stance and 
doesn't have to resort to vio
lence," Women for the Wall co
founder Leah Aharoni told JTA 
of the group's prayerful protest. 

The past half a year also has 
seen the Israeli government in
tensify its focus on the conflict 
at the wall, soliciting a com
promise solution from Jewish 
Agency for Israel Chairman 
Natan Sharansky. An outline 
Sharansky released in April 
called for a significant expan
sion of an area to the south of 
the plaza called Robinson's 
Arch that is now used for non
Orthodox prayer. 

After backing away from 
the plan, Women of the Wall 
endorsed it last month, agree
ing to move to the new section 
should a list of conditions be 
fulfilled. 

Brandishing the Western 
Wall regulation that forbids the 
group from bringing a Torah 
scroll to its services, Hoffman 
told JTA that Women of the Wall 
has yet to reach all its goals. 
She said, though, that given the 
relative calm at the wall, the 
group will now be turning its 
attention to negotiations with 
the government about the Rob
inson's Arch plan. 

"We're not scared of jail and 
arrests - we're scared of nego
tiations," Hoffman joked. "Can 
we get the maximum? We won't 
be suckers." 
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PARASHAT VA-YETZEI 

HANUKKAH/ 
THANKSGIVING 

(Genesis 28:10 - 32:3) 

By Rabbi Richard Perlman 

Only a few weeks ago the To
rah described how Isaac will 
be born to a man who would 
be 100 years old and a woman 
who would be 90. There can be 
no question as to the identity of 
Isaac's parents. Last week's To
rah portion went out of its way 
to tell us twice in one verse that 
Isaac was the son of Abraham. 

One cannot help but won
der what the Torah was trying 
to teach us about the lives of 
the patriarchs when it told us: 
"This is the story of Isaac, son 
of Abraham. Abraham begot 
Isaac." (Genesis 25:19) 

Family, of course, can be a 
source of support and comfort; 
but it can also be a source of 
terrible jealousy and hatred. As 
we have already seen with Cain 
and Abel, this is as true with 
the families in the Torah as it 
is for too many of us and our 
families today. I cannot tell you 
how many times I have stood at 
the grave of a parent, watching 
the deceased's children crying 
genuine tears of mourning, but 
who will not speak to each oth
er. Even while sharing the lo~s 
of a beloved father or mother, 
they still could not be civil with 
each other! 

With this sad fact in mind, 
perhaps last week's Torah por
tion began the way it did be
cause it wanted us to know 
that both Esau and Jacob will 
be descendants of Isaac, son of 
Abraham. But we also know, 
since these brothers were so 
detached from each other, that 
would never be. The relation
ship of these brothers was so 
bad that the Torah tells us they 
even began fighting with each 
other in their mother's womb. 
With this sibling rivalry in 
mind, how could the T_orah be 
telling us that these two broth
ers would be "the descendants" 
oflsaac (who is the source of the 
expression l'dor va-dor - from 
one generation to the next) of 
Abraham? 

We have to ask ourselves why 
sibling rivalry remains such 
a problem for all the de~cen
dants of Abraham. Perhaps we 
get a hint when the verse says: 
"Abraham begot Isaac." Wow! 
Amazing! What about Ishmael? 
Do we remember what the To
rah said about his birth? It said 
(in Genesis 16:15): "Hagar bore a 
son to Abram, and Abram gave 
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Abraham's legacy 
Live a life of compasion 

the son that Hagar bore him 
the name Ishmael." See the dif
ference? The key is Hagar, the 
mother, whereas in the case of 
Isaac, the key is Abraham, the 
father. That alone was enough 
to set off some type of sibling 
rivalry. 

Consider, for a minute, who 
Abraham was. Abraham was 
a world leader of great stature. 

"Ishmael was "a wild 
ass of a man; his hand 
against everyone and 
everyone's hand 
against him." 

He was a successful business
man with plenty of land and 
livestock and a fearless war
rior. He pioneered the notion of 
philosophy and founded ethical 
monotheism. Most important of 
all, Abraham was the one cho
sen by God to bring blessing to 
the entire world. 

Isaac had to believe that his 
father was the more impor
tant parent, and that, because 
of his father's stature, he was 
born into royalty - whereas his 
brother Ishmael was not. Isaac 
also knew that he was the only 
son of Sarah, and that his birth 
had been prophesied by angelic 
messengers from God. In his 
mind, there was no question 
that he would be Abraham's 
heir; but he also knew this 
was a heavy responsibility and 
would be most challenging. 

This could have forced Isaac 

to feel that he was the one who 
must emulate his father, but the 
sad reality is that he could not. 
Nobody could be like Abraham, 
so Isaac could do nothing but be 
a very passive person. He must 
have questioned how he could 
presume to compete with the 
most creative and determined 
father who ever lived! 

To make matters worse, his 
half-brother was very aggres
sive. As the Torah puts it, Ish
mael was "a wild ass of a man; 
his hand against everyone and 
everyone's hand against him." 
(Genesis 16:12) Not only was 
Isaac intimidated by believ
ing he had to model himself 
after his father, he must have 
thought that Abraham favored 
his strong and popular brother 
Ishmael. 

And what about Akedat 
Yitzhak (the binding of Isaac) 
- the scene when Abraham 
brought Isaac up the mountain 
to be sacrificed? How could that 
have helped Isaac's self-image? 
Imagine what the young Isaac 
must have been thinking as he 
was being bound and readied 
for his death. He must have 
been thinking that getting him 
out of the way was Abraham's 
way of making sure that his 
legacy would go to his first son, 
Ishmael. 

Perhaps this is what led to 
the apparent estrangement be
tween father and son right 'af
ter the Akedah ended the way 
it did. Isaac must have known 
that Abraham would have gone 
through with the sacrifice, had 
divine intervention not stopped 
him. Perhaps that is why Isaac 
is not even recorded as being 

www.jvhri.org 

present at his mother's funeral. wonderful contributions that 
In this week's Torah portion, we pass down. 

we are introduced to the life The key to the legacy passed 
of Jacob. He, like his father, is down to us from Abraham is 
also passive at the outset. But clear and simple. As Jews, we 
later, we shall see that the three have one central mission: to 
generations of ancestors finally live a life of compassion, righ
end with Jacob becoming Is- teousness, morality, justice and 
rael. We shall read about this obedience to the mitzvot. By 
next week. We shall see that it choosing this way, we add value 
happens when Jacob finally un- to the great mission that was 
derstands that the truest and handed to us. It is up to us to 
most worthy heir to Abraham ensure that it remains thus for 
requires not physical strength all time, not by being clones of 
but compassion, righteousness, the generation before us, but by 
morality, justice and obedience adding value l'dor va-dor, from 
to God's laws, the mitzvot . That one generation to the next, in 
was something his father never new ways as well. 
understood. This year, as we celebrate Ha-

lt was only when Jacob be- nukkah on Thanksgiving, let 
came Israel that the problems us also give thanks that we can 
caused by his father's lack of share our faith and our lives as 
self-esteem finally ended. Un- one large family. Let us act as 
like the meek and mild Jacob a true "light unto the nations," 
we encountered last week and by earning respect through our 
this week, next Shabbat, when deeds and by living together 
his name is changed to "Israel," with people of all faiths and eth
Jacob will be a new man; he nicities b'shalom. 
will become such an important Rabbi Richard Perlman (Rab
leader of our Great Nation that biperlman@cox.net) is the rab
ever since then we have been bi of Temple Am David in War
known as B'nei Yisra'el, the wick. 
Children of Israel. 

Ironically, history and theol-
ogy are much kinder to Jacob's 
father Isaac than he seems to 
have been to himself. Those 
of us who have managed and 
maintained successful busi
nesses know that it takes a very 
different set of skills than the 
entrepreneurial spirit required 
to start a business. Entrepre
neurs can take far more risks in 
starting a business than man
agers can in maintaining and 
growing the enterprise. 

Religious movements are no 
different. For Judaism to grow, 
Abraham's entrepreneurial 
spirit could not be followed by 
another entrepreneur. In build
ing on what the entrepreneur 
began, his successor needed to 
be far more consistent. That is 
why Isaac reopened the very 
same wells that his father had 
dug and Abimelech had stopped 
up. That is why Isaac tilled and 
worked the same sacred ground 
his father had received from 
God. 

What do we learn from all 
this? That parents should never 
try to clone their children in 
their own image; and - just as 
important - children should 
never try to be clones of their 
parents. However, the added 
value of building on what we 
learn from our parents is im
measurable. It is only by valu
ing the differences each new 
generation brings that we can 
appreciate the beautiful and 
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Pam Jenoff speaks to the Women's Alliance 
Internationally famous author featured at the celebration 

BY ROBIN KALL 
HOMONOFF 

If the envelope-stuffing party 
at the Jewish Alliance office is 
any indication, the Women's Al
liance Campaign Celebration at 
the Ledgemont Country Club 
on November 20th promises to 
be filled with friends, both new 
and old, mixed in with lots of 
laughter and a love of reading! 
Internationally known author 
Pam Jenoff will be the featured 
guest and I had the pleasure of 
getting to know her through 
Facebook and emailed ques
tions. 

Q. You will be in Rhode 
Island for the Women's Alli
ance event right in the mid
dle of Jewish Book Month. 
What is the audition process 
for The Jewish Book Net
work? 

A. The Jewish Book Network 
is incredible - I always joke that 
I'm one of their Borscht Belt 
performers because I'm back 
for something like my fifth time 
in six years, but it is quite the 
phenomenon. Hundreds of au
thors come to New York in May 
to speak for two minutes each 
in front of Jewish Book Fair 
reps from all over the country; 
the committees in each town 
then decide which authors to in
vite. I have been to so many cit
ies for book events and it is an 
incredible, cost-effective way 
for publishers to tour authors. 
I've already asked my publisher 
to sign me up next year. 

Q. Travel is central in your 
bio and your writing. Was 
this something that had al
ways been important to you 
or did attending college in 
Cambridge for your masters 
inform that travel going for
ward? 

A. My family never traveled, 
even for vacations, but I'd al
ways had this burning desire 
to go to Europe, especially Brit
ain. Books like "Mary Poppins" 

Pam Jenojfat her book signing 

and works by Charles Dickens 
filled my brain with images 
[ of England), but I didn't get to 
Europe until college. I received 
a fellowship to England - get
ting to live there and getting to 
graduate school realized two 
of my biggest dreams. And the 
experience didn't disappoint -
before having kids, my years 
at Cambridge were the happi
est of my life. The UK is also a 
big publishing market for me; 
I'm thrilled that my books have 
been popular there and there is 
nothing better than going back 
for a book release where I get 
to see college friends and my 
books in the shops. 

Q. Where are some of your 
favorite travel destinations 
and what's up next on your 
list? 

A. For me it has always been 
Europe. I lived there for almost 
five years. Closest to my heart 
are the two places I've lived 
there - Cambridge and Krakow, 
Poland. They are like having 
two kids I can't choose between. 
Beyond that I love Central and 
Eastern Europe: Prague, etc. 
"The Wild East," I used to call 
it, right after communism end
ed. I just connect with the earth 
and the people there on a very 
gut level. I think it is my Slavic 
roots and also a feeling of Yid-

dishkeit from our people living 
there for centuries. 

Now for a true confession: 
these days my wings are 
clipped by three preschoolers 
and I have no plans to travel 
anywhere soon. I hope to return 
to Europe someday. But for now 
the only travel I do is for book 
events. Jewish book month will 
take me all over the US and to 
Canada this year and it takes 
the whole village (husband, my 
mom, nursery school, etc.) just 
to get me out of the house and to 
the airport. 

Q. How old are your chil
dren? 

A. I have twin girls who are 
three and a son who is four and 
a half. It is a party all the time -
we never close! 

Q. Are they big read
ers? Which of your favorite 
childhood books do you en
joy sharing with them and 
which are you looking for
ward to sharing when they 
are older? 

A. My son is just starting to 
read and that is a thrill. I have 
read to them since the day they 
were born and it is wonderful 
both to introduce them to some 
of my childhood favorites , like 
Dr. Seuss books and "Made
line," and to discover new ones, 
such as, "ls Your Mama a Lia-

Come to a Happy Life! 
At The Highlands, you 
can laugh, live life, and 
leave the shoveling, the 
dangerous driving and 
heating concerns behind. 

Avoid Winter Worriesl 
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High Standards. Higher Hopes. 

101 Highland Ave (Near Miriam Hospital}, Providence www.HighlandsRl. com 401-654-5259 

ma?" 
Q. The "how do you do it 

all?" question is so tired. 
Do you get asked that often 
- how to balance the kids, 
husband, teaching, writing, 
traveling? 

A. I get asked that and I also 
spend a lot of time asking my
self that. I joke that I do too 
many things and none of them 
well. But Anne Lamott said it 
better than me: "I used not to 
be able to write if there were 
dishes in the sink, until I had a 
child. Now I can work if there's 
a corpse in the sink." You just 
do it. 

Q. We have many Facebook 
friends in common. Not to 
play favorites, but let's! Who 
are some of yours? Who do 
you enjoy following and, not 
to name names, but do you 
ever get the sense that there 
is a lot of "humblebragging" 
going on in the authors' sta
tus? 

A. I do think it is very hard to 
have so many authors out there 

, talking about their amazing 
achievements and productivity 
and not compare them. Recent
ly, when I was juggling my life, I 
was seized by the notion that all 
of the other writers I know are 
just fairy princesses who sit in 
castles and write all day. Then 
you put it aside, because you 
have to play your own game. As 
to my favorites, I will say that 
my very great joy is being part 
of the "Grand Central" anthol
ogy, which will come out next 
year. The other authors - Kris
tina McMorris, Melanie Ben
jamin, Jenna Blum, Amanda 
Hodgkinson, Sarah Jio, Sarah 
McCoy, Alyson Richman, Erika 
Robuck and Karen White, are 
the most amazing and support
ive group of women. I love them 
and I love their work. 

Q. Are any particular writ
ers more generous with their 
support and advice? 

A. The "Grand Central" sis-
ters, above. Also, I'm so grate
ful to some of the Mira authors 
I've met over the years - Susan 
Wiggs and Deanna Raybourn, 
just to name a few. 

Q. How do you handle it if 
a writer you are friends with 
writes something you are 
not in love with and you are 
asked for a blurb? 

A. I have been asked to blurb 
a handful of books and I always 
try to do it if at all possible. So 
far, they've been wonderful! I 
often decline to read other writ
ers' works-in-progress because 
I'm not an editor and I don't 
want to interfere with my own 
writing choice. 

Q. The last time you were 
in Rhode Island was 2006 
for the New England Inde
pendent Booksellers Associa
tion show? You mentioned to 
me that it was the first time 
you had ever seen one of your 
novels in print and what a 
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fond memory that was. Now 
seven years later, does it still 
give you that same feeling? 

A. The first time I saw one of 
my books, "The Kommandant's 
Girl," was at the New England 
Independent Booksellers Asso
ciation show in Providence - I 
walked into the hall at the trade 
show and it was sitting on a ta
ble. I autographed my first copy 
there. I still get shivers think
ing about it. Seeing someone 
reading my books on a train or 
the beach is a big wish list item 
of mine, but it hasn't happened 
yet. I want to walk up and ask 
how they like the book, incog
nito. 

Q. Do you believe in "writ
er's block"? What do you do 
when you're feeling creative
ly stymied? 

A. I don't believe in writer's 
block. Writing is my job. When 
I was at the law firm, I couldn't 
say, "Oh I can't write this brief 
today because I'm blocked." You 
just do it. That said, there are 
days I'm more productive than 
others. And there are ways to 
head off potential blocks. 'My 
routine is to take notes the nighi 
before either on ideas I have or 
from something I'm reading for 
research or a book on craft and 
that way I have prompts to get 
me going when I'm bleary-eyed 
at five the next morning. 

Q. Has anyone ever insist
ed that a character in your 
novel is based on him or her? 
How do you react when it 
does? 

A. Once a character in a book 
referred to her mom as not 
cooking meals from scratch and 
my mom is convinced I meant 
her. "Funnier" is when people 
take my characters as autobio
graphical. My brother called 
me once and asked if I had a tat
too because my protagonist did 
(I don't .) I also had the fun once 
of seeing an ex-boyfriend after 
many years and joking "I'm 
killing you off in my next book. 
What do you want your name to 
be?" 

Q_ What has been the most 
memorable · reaction you've 
ever gotten from a reader? 

A. The most moving are when 
people tell me they've gone 
through a tough period, such 
as illness or grief, and that my 
book helped them escape for a 
bit. 

Q. Do you enjoy the author 
signings held at bookstores? 

A. Bookstores are tough - you 
sit in the front of the store, and 
maybe a few people come by if 
it is your hometown and others 
just look at you sadly and you 
never know whether to say hi 
or if passers by think you are 
stalking them. I'm much hap
pier at book events like the 
one I'm doing in Providence -
a room full of smart engaged 
readers, ready to talk. 
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VETERANS 
this nation. 

Perhaps most significant in 
preserving our way of life are 
the battles that America does 
not have to fight because those 
who wish us harm slink away 
in fear of the Navy aircraft car
rier, the Coast Guard cutter, 
the Air Force fighter squadron 
or the Army soldier on patrol. 
Or they have heard the words 
that recently retired General 
James Mattis shared with his 
Marines: "Be polite. Be profes
sional. But have a plan to kill 
everybody you meet." 

While we should all be grate
ful for the remarkable ad
vancements made in military 
medicine and prosthetics, the 

, 
fi~ting spirit and inspirational 
stories of our veterans are not 
due to technology. 
These traits come from the heart. 
And many of these veterans 

are women, such as Army Chief 
Warrant Officer Lori Hill. While 
piloting her helicopter over Iraq 
in 2006, she maneuvered her 
chopper to draw enemy gunfire 
away from another helicopter 

and provide suppressive fire for 
troops on the ground. Despite 
flying a damaged aircraft and 
suffering injuries, she landed 
the helicopter safely, saving her 
crew. For her actions, she be
came the first woman to receive 
the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

Women are major contribu
tors to our military presence 
in Afghanistan and many have 
given their lives in the War on 
Terrorism. The American Le
gion recently issued a report 
calling upon VA to improve its 
response to the unique needs of 
women veterans. The VA and 
military health systems need 
to adequately treat breast and 
cervical cancer as well as trau
ma that resulted from domestic 
violence, sexual harassment 
and assault. America is home 
to more than 1.2 million women 
veterans and they deserve our 
support. 

In the poem "Tommy," the 
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great writer Rudyard Kipling 
lamented over the rude treat
ment a British soldier received 
at a pub. Writing in classical old 
English, Kipling compared the 
abuse with the more favorable 
treatment that "Tommy" re
ceives by the public during war. 

"For it's Tommy this, an' Tom
my that, an' Chu.ck him out, the 
brute!' 

But it 's 'Savior of 'is country' 
when the guns begin to shoot; 

An' it 's Tommy this, an' Tom
my that, an' anything you please; 

An' Tommy ain't a bloomin' 
fool - you bet that Tommy sees!" 

Let us always treat our 23 mil
lion veterans as the saviors of 
our country that they are, even 
when the guns are no longer 
shooting. 

Daniel M. Dellinger is nation
al commander of the 2.4 million 
member American Legion. 

call Valerie Achorn 
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Jews have special reasons to remember JFK 
on 50th anniversary of assassination 

BY IRA STOLL 

NEW YORK (JTA) - As the 50th 
anniversary of President Ken
nedy's assassination approach
es, we Jews have our own spe
cial reasons to mourn. 

The conventional community 
memory of Kennedy would be 
enough by itself. JFK overcame 
the legacy of his father, Joseph 
Kennedy, President Franklin 
Roosevelt's notoriously ap
peasement-minded ambassador 
to Britain on the eve of World 
War II, to build a warm rela
tionship with American Jews. 

As Warren Bass recounted a 
decade ago in his book "Support 
Any Friend," the U.S. - Israel al
liance advanced significantly 
with JFK's approval of the sale 
of HAWK - short for Homing 
All the Way Killer - missiles to 
Israel. 

President Kennedy appointed 
Arthur Goldberg as labor sec
retary and then to the Supreme 
Court, Abraham Ribicoff as 
secretary of health, education 
and welfare, and Mortimer Ca
plin as internal revenue com
missioner. Even a strangely 
large number of the gentiles in 
his administration had Jew
ish roots: Speechwriter Ted 
Sorensen was a self-described 
"Danish Russian Jewish Uni
tarian," while Treasury secre
tary Douglas Dillon and White 
House aide Arthur Schlesinger 
Jr. both had Jewish immigrant 
grandfathers. 

President John F. Kennedy 

In the closing days of the 1960 
campaign, Kennedy held sepa
rate rallies in New York's gar
ment district with David Du
binsky's International Ladies' 
Garment Workers' Union and 
with the rival Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers, which also 
was heavily Jewish. 

In conducting research for my 
new book, "JFK, Conservative," 
I came across two lesser-known 
pieces of evidence that shed 
new light on Kennedy's positive 
views about the American Jew
ish community and the warmth 
of his relationship with it. 

The first was a tape record
ing of a meeting between Ken-

nedy and American civil rights 
leaders following the March on 
Washington in 1963. The Oval 
Office recording system became 
famous under Nixon, but it was 
active in the Kennedy years as 
well, and it captured some fas
cinating interactions. 

With the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. at the White House 
following his "I Have a Dream 
Speech," Kennedy launched 
into a discussion not of the need 
for federal civil r ights legisla
tion, but rather of what blacks 
could do to help themselves. 

"Now, isn't it possible for the 
Negro community to take the 
lead in committing major em-

phasis upon the responsibility 
of these families , even if they're 
split and all the rest of the 
problems they have, on educat
ing their children?" Kennedy 
asked/ lectured. "Now, in my 
opinion, the Jewish commu
nity, which suffered a good deal 
under discrimination, and what 
a great effort they made, which 
I think has made their role in
fluential, was in education: edu
cation of their children. And 
therefore they've been able to 
establish a pretty strong posi
tion for themselves." 

Kennedy added, "With all the 
influence that all you gentle
men have in the Negro com
munity . . . [you] really have to 
concentrate on what I think the 
Jewish community has done 
on educating their children, 
on making them stay in school, 
and all the rest." 

For blacks, the president's 
advice might have been good, 
patronizing, beside the point or 
all of the above. But for Jews, it 
encapsulated the way Kennedy 
admired them and saw them as 
a success story of American im
migrant upward mobility. 

An example of that trajectory 
was the Jewish attorney Lewis 
Weinstein, who built a close re
lationship with Kennedy and is 
the source of the second piece of 
evidence. 

Weinstein had been born 
in Lithuania in 1905. He had 
come to America when he was 

15 months old, graduated from 
Harvard and its law school, 
served in the army on Eisen
hower's staff during World War 
II, and had returned to become 
a partner at the Boston law firm 
of Foley, Hoag, and Eliot. 

One day in the summer 
of 1946, Weinstein's partner 
Thomas Eliot, whose grandfa
ther Charles had been president 
of Harvard, walked into Wein
stein's office and said, "Lou, 
meet Jack Kennedy." From this 
classic Boston political moment 
- the Brahmin lawyer introduc
ing the Irish Catholic politician 
to a Jewish partner who could 
help him raise campaign con
tributions - an enduring rela
tionship began. 

The relationship came into 
play later when the plight of 
Soviet Jewry was starting to 
emerge as a concern for Ameri
can Jews. And this particular 
anecdote is at least a partial 
corrective to the claim in Gal 
Beckerman's well-received 2010 
history "When They Come for 
Us, We'll Be Gone" that Soviet 
Jewry "was an issue that John 
F. Kennedy ignored." 

It is true that American Jew
ish organizations were rebuffed 
when they tried the usual route 
- having friendly members of 
Congress contact the State De
partment. The assistant secre
tary of state for congressional 
relations, Frederick Dutton, 
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sent Senator Keating of New 
York a long letter acknowledg
ing that Russian synagogues 
had been closed and Jewish 
cemeteries desecrated as part 
of "the long-term Soviet cam
paign against religion general
ly," but fretting that the Ameri
can government could not do 
much about it. 

"It is doubtful if further pro
testations would be helpful to 
the Jews in the Soviet Union," 
the letter concluded. 

But that was not the end of the 
story. Weinstein, as he later re
counted in a little-noticed 1985 
article for the journal Ameri
can Jewish History, went to 
Robert Kennedy and succeeded 
in having a mention of the So
viet closing of synagogues in
cluded in President Kennedy's 
September 1963 speech to the 
United Nations General Assem
bly. 

Weinstein persuaded the 
president to have Averell Har
riman raise the matter with 
Khrushchev during Harri
man's negotiating mission to 
Moscow on arms control. And 
in a White House meeting with ,,. 

President Kennedy in Novem
ber 1963, Weinstein, who was 
soon to take over as chairman 
of the Conference of Presidents 
of Major American Jewish Or
ganizations, launched into a 
plea on the issue. 

" ... you really have to 
concentrate on whaft_: 
I think the Jewish · · 
community has done 
on educating their 
children." 

"You know, it's getting pretty 
bad," Weinstein said. "There 
are murder trials going on. 
They call them economic tri
als, but the defendant is always 
a Jew. He's charged with black 
market [trading) or something 
else like that, he's always con
victed and executed. They're 
murder trials, in which the de
fendant is murdered and not the 
murderer." 

Weinstein told Kennedy that 
Soviet authorities had closed 

the gates, slowing the flow of 
Jewish refugees out of Russia to 
a trickle. And he said no Ameri
can president had intervened 
with the Russian authorities on 
behalf of the Jews since Presi
dent Theodore Roosevelt had 
protested to Czar Nicholas II af
ter the Kishinev massacre. 

Kennedy replied: "Well, here's 
one president who's ready to do 
something." 

Kennedy told Weinstein to 
organize a conference in Wash
ington about the Soviet Jewry 
issue. The president told Wein
stein to schedule the meeting 
for sometime soon after Kenne
dy returned from an upcoming 
political trip to Dallas. 

Ira Stoll is the author of "JFK, 
Conservative," published Oct. 
15 by Houghton Mifflin Har
court. He was managing edi
tor of the "Forward" and North 
American editor of "The Jeru
salem Post." 

Read more: http://www.jta. 
org/ 2013/ 10/ 13/ news-opinion/ 
opinion/op-ed-jews-have-spe
cia I-re a sons-to- rem ember 
j fk -on-50th-anni versary-of
assassination#ixzz2iBJKPEiO 

November 11th is Veterans' Day 

The Jewish Voice 
salutes all of our nation's veterans. 
We thank them for their senice. 
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Simplify Your Life with moving services 
Valerie Achorn is a transition professional 

BUSINESS PROFILE 

BY IRINA MISSIURO 
IMissiuro@jewishallianceri.org 

When you are coming to terms 
with your elderly parents' sick
ness or their newly-apparent 
dependence on caregivers, you 
shouldn't have to worry about 
the mundane details an inevi
table relocation will involve. If 
you simply don't have the time 
or the energy to help your par
ents with their move to assisted 
living, you can rely on a profes
sional who can perform this 
task seamlessly for you. Valerie 
Achorn is that person, and Sim
plified Lives, her company, is 
the service you need. 

After helping her parents 
move twice while her father 
was suffering from Alzheim
er 's, Achorn realized how dif
ficult it is for a spouse to go 
through the ordeal with which 
her mother was faced. She 
wanted to specialize in moving 
seniors by facilitating every 
step of the thorny process. Her 
background in special events 
management - overseeing im
portant, large-scale events for 
states, universities and cit
ies - prepared Achorn for con
necting the dots for clients and 
staying grounded when faced · 
with circumstances that might 
prove challenging for others. 

An acquaintance with a busy 
job hired Achorn in 2009 to move 
her family across the country, 
saying, "You are the most orga
nized, competent person I have 
ever met, and, if I ever want 
somebody to move me, it would 
be you." Once Achorn aced the 

task, the woman's great recom
mendation led to other jobs, and 
people started telling Achorn 
that she should consider start
ing a business. 

Hesitant at first to plunge into 
such an unusual field, Achorn 
gained support upon discover
ing the National Association of 
Senior Move Managers. 

Having moved 35 times in her 
life, Achorn was a professional 
mover and packer even before 
she completed the necessary 
training, bought insurance and 
provided references to become 
the organization's member and 
be listed on NASMM.org. Once 
she joined, she says everything 
fell into place: "It solidified for 
me- this is what I wanted to do." 
Having done volunteer work for 
a council on aging in Massachu-

"I recommend her 
highly to anyone who 
is comtemplatin& a 
move." · 

setts, she feels that older people 
are sometimes treated as if they 
were invisible. Achorn believes 
that we don't revere them the 
way we should, "We don't take 
the time to figure out what they 
want or need. I try to have my 
services focused on them - to 
go slowly, be thorough and ef
ficient and thoughtfully help 
with this very big transition." 

Achorn works with many 
out-of-state adult children, sib
lings who are often scattered 
throughout the country. Mak
ing order out of chaos involves 
multiple phone conferences and 
emails. Sometimes, one of the 
parents has dementia or the 
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onset of Alzheimer's. Every so 
often, the house, which she pre
pares for a ready-to-sell state, is 
unoccupied because the parents 
have died. In those instances, 
the children usually don't even 
know where to begin. She eases 
the way during the trying cir
cumstances. 

Typically, the process begins 
with a phone conversation. 
If someone is thinking about 
moving and wants help, Achorn 
offers a free, no-obligation con
sultation. After she assesses 
their needs, she helps them get 
their house ready to go on the 
market. If someone is thinking 
of staying in their home and 
needs to have some necessary 
work completed to make the 
stay possible, Achorn is there 
to do just that. She will oversee 
various provisions, including 
the installation of safety items, 
such as handrails and stairwell 
chair lifts. 

Another major part of her 
service is helping people sort 
through a lifetime of posses
sions - decide what they want 
to keep, send away to friends 
and relatives, sell or donate. 
Often, real estate agents will 
contact her when their clients 
feel overwhelmed by having to 
empty their sold houses to al
low the new owners to move in. 
Working with an online auction 
company, she completes house
hold sales in a prompt manner. 
While she acts as the company's 
referral for Rhode Island and 
Southeastern Massachusetts, 
Achorn doesn't accept a fee be
cause she wants to stay objec
tive and to keep her clients' best 
interests at heart. 

Ellen Sucov, a recent client, 
benefitted from Achorn's skill-

PAVING 

ful handling of her move: "In 
July, when I told Wendy Joer
ing [Community Concierge at 
the Jewish Alliance of RI] that 
we were planning to move to Is
rael, she recommended Valerie 
Achorn as someone who could 
help us with the move. Valerie 
has been a treasure and a bless
ing. She provided competent 
skills, splendid intelligence and 
warm support throughout each 
phase of our preparations. I 
recommend her highly to any
one who is contemplating a 
move." 

Additionally, Achorn net
works with healthcare provid
ers. Associations of assisted liv
ing are a huge referral source 
for her. Diane Lamontagne, the 
sales manager at Laurelmead 
Cooperative on the East Side of 
Providence, describes Achorn 
as "a great person and a great 
help to our residents." Lamon
tagne shares that Achorn has 
assisted some Laurelmead 
residents in their moving pro
cess: "She helps with packing, 
sorting, furniture placement, 
unpacking and just about any
thing else her clients need. Sim
plified Lives is a perfect name 
- it's what she does - she simpli
fies lives." 

Amy Levine, director of pro
vider and community relations 
at the Phyllis Siperstein Tama
risk Assisted Living Residence, 
says: "Valerie instills confi
dence in her clients whom she 
helps in managing the often 
daunting tasks associated with 
moving and with paring down 
belongings. She exudes class 
and is very efficient in her work, 
regardless of the scope and size 
of the job ... . It is a pleasure to 
work with her, and she truly 

SIMPLIFIEOLIVES 

Helping people sort through a 
lifetime of possessions is another 

major part of the service. 

aims to keep things simple and 
to leave her customers satisfied 
with the results of downsizing 
and relocation." 

When she first entered the 
field, Achorn "wasn't sure that 
this was going to be an entire 
profession," but now she sees 
the need for the services she 
provides, saying, "It makes me 
happy to see the relief." She of
ten tells her clients to give her 
their anxiety and let go. They 
feel free to call her at night and 
on weekends; after all, she's 
their "moving advocate," as she 
describes it. 

For more information: 
Contact Valerie Achorn at 
401-480-1532 or at Valerie@ 
SimplifiedLives.com. 

WATCH REPAIR & SALES 

YV'.E .A.'R'.E TJ-f '.E 'BI(j (j'.EST IN 'RI 
'B'.E C.A. 'US'.E YV'.E .A.'R'.E TJ-f '.E 'B'.EST 

t lfA 
y Business and 

Professional 
Directory 

Bus. (401) 725-6705 
(401)475-1010 

Pawtucket, RI 02860 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 

Lie# 20547 

3 GENERATIONS SERVICING THE USA SINCE 1940 

Factory Authorized Service Center for: Luminox, 
Victorinox Swiss Army, Mondaine, Torgeon, 

Ernest Borel, Swarovski and more ... 

Better Than a Billboard 
FOR LESS THAN $29 PER ISSUE, YOUR BUSINESS CARD CAN BE HERE! 

PREPAID AT $675 FOR 24 ISSUES/ONE YEAR. 

Tricia Stearly: 401-421-4111, ext. 160 
tstearly@jewishallianceri.org 

OVER 1 MILLION WATCHES REPAIRED 
FREE ESTIMATES WHILE YOU WAIT 

1024 Reservoir Ave 
Cranston , RI , 02910 

401-946-0930 

MONDAINE• 
, .. () , .......... 

53 Old Tower Hill Rd 
Wakefield , RI 02879 

401-789-0065 

0 
VICTORINOX 

SWIUAll:)I Y 

www.saltzmans-watches.com 



32 I November 8, 2013 SENIORS 

The wrong cup 
I met my aunt Stella for the first gifts, sweaters with maple leaf or 
time when I was a bar mitzvah fleur-de-lys motifs, and such re
boy, I mean a young teen-ager. gional items. 
Why? She came down to our cob- So what did I like about my 
blestones from Montreal, now newfound aunt? She treated me 
that the war was over and travel as an adult, always, and took my 

A Sketchbook 

Mike Fink 

bans were concerns seriously, but lightly, 
lifted. and, mostly, noticed me and not-

You could ed that I, in turn, noticed her. 
take a train "She's a liar and a cheat," her 
or drive on intimates told me, but not re
your tires. ally insultingly, believe it or 
She brought not. I think they actually also 
some re- admired her coping skills, her 
cords for our pre-feminist independence, her 
new blonde sheer vitality. Oh, now don't 
m a ho g a n y judge her quite yet. Fast forward 
player in the to my college years. Stella liked 
knotty pine to pop into New York for shop
den (once an ping sprees, and for smuggling 
open porch). her purchases over the border, 
I liked Stella often by wearing layers of cloth

right away. The records were ing to sneak them without fron
celebrations and translations tier inspection. If I was visiting 
of Yiddish curses, listing all the Manhattan at any time on an un
misfortunes you might wish on dergraduate weekend jaunt, she 
your worst enemies. They were met my friends and dates and 
called "kl.oles." never forgot the details of those 

Now, my mother's sister bore encounters. 
a very slight resemblance to her And yet, her own son worked 
siblings: the same height and on Wall Street and lived in near
weight, probably, and the com- by Forest Hills. My cousin had a 
plexion and tone. But the look totally different perception of his 
was quite different: Stella stood mother. He thought she did not 
upright to speak and tell her take him as seriously/ lightly as 
jokes and anecdotes before the I had observed. Once more, let's 
hearth. Her jawline was just a move forward through the years. 
bit jutting. In life, she had always My mother has passed away. I 
led with her chin. She had mar- am visiting Montreal, as a sort of 
ried very young, had her son and pilgrimage. "I used to hide your 
daughter, left their father and al- mom in the closet or the cellar, 
lowed the grandmothers to raise so my boyfriends wouldn't pre
her children - very "modern," in fer her, she was so gentle and 
a sense. gorgeous!" Stella says to me. 

She found another husband, And then, she takes me to a fash
with gentle good looks and ionable men's store and buys me 
devotion not only to her, but a beautiful blazer that expressed 
equally to her boy and her girl. the British traditions, mixed 
Stella had had two (or three) with the French influence, of 
last names, and even "Stella" coast-to-coast Canada. (I have it, 
was most likely an adaptation of and wear it, still.) 
"Hadassah." I believe that Stella Stella received my father as 
was the only truly and literally a widower graciously in her 
native Canadian. The rest of the apartment home and served 
brood of sisters were Rumanian her renowned poached eggs at 
by birth. She brought me Quebec brunch. She was also famous for 

Stella 

awakening one eye at a time, so 
this early reception was a no
table exception to her custom
ary lifestyle. She predicted he 
would re-wed ASAP. He never 
did so, as I had predicted, and I 
learned that my aunt may have 
been keenly observant, but not 
necessarily correct in her in
terpretations. I guess that was 
what I so much enjoyed about my 
mother's sister. She had her own 
life and soul, her own victories 
and errors of judgment. Her own 
flaws and faults, her particular 
charms and gifts - good and bad 
fortunes. She enjoyed her time 
on earth, went to nightclubs and 
flew, or migrated, to Florida, of 
course, the Eden of the Jews of 
up north and over the national 
border of the Americas. 

I asked ifI might visit her when 
I heard of her final illness, but 

she turned me down. I should 
have expected this, given her 
pride in pleasure, not in pain. 

Nevertheless I still keep one 
slight resentment about her per
formance in this, our life. It has 
to do with the headline of this 
report. The Wrong Cup. You see, 
my darling mother collected el
egant teacups. It was something 
of a refined Rhode Island custom 
of browsing among the vari
ous Junior League boutiques 
that presented the leftovers of 
the great estates from Newport. 
You middle class newcomers, 
you can at least make believe 
that you came here from fabu
lous backgrounds. Isn't a cup the 
symbol of life's portion of hap
piness and nobility, a courteous 
salute to the concept of "plenty"? 

Well, to go back to the land of 
snow and the scene of the his-

Nation celebrates Hospice month 

The Jewish Voice 

toric and geographic French and 
British struggles, upon one of 
the stately occasions when my 
mother Betty was visiting the 
landscape of her youth, she ad
mired an elegant teacup on the 
glass shelves of her youngest sis
ter Stella. Stella said good-heart
edly, "Well, it's yours then. I'll 
wrap it up and give it to you pres
ently .... " When Betty arrived, 
whew!, back in Providence, and 
pulled the strings and ribbons 
.. . she found a different cup and 
saucer safely but ignobly pop
ping out. She was, unaccount
ably, deeply disappointed. On 
some level, this confirmed her 
girlhood sense that Stella may 
indeed have been a successful 
woman of her time, hale and 
hearty, but she was also an unre
liable ally. Does this say as much 
about my beloved Betty as it does 
about my enchanting aunt? My 
mom believing the best, vulner
able to melancholy, when the 
best became something second
ary, not primary. Or my aunt, 
in one of those endless sibling 
rivalries saying, without being 
even aware of the message, that 
my mother had the authentic 
devotion of her chosen nuclear 
family. And that one has to cope 
as well as hope, to grab and hold 
onto what you have, at all costs? 

Dear nechama of Aunt Stella, 
you're no footstool up above the 
autumn clouds; you're playing 
poker, perhaps, but take a mo
ment to forgive me if I'm com
ing across in an unkindly way. 
I think of you with admiration 
and affection, I'm a good nephew, 
I am, as best as I can be. I play 
my recordings not of the kl.oles 
curses but such enchanting bal
lads as "Stella by Starlight" and 
picture you, a star in my galaxy 
- with a touch of puck-like mis
chief. The wrong cup but still a 
gut yur au/ dein cup! 
Mike Fink (mfink33@aol.com) 
teaches at RISD. 

Home & Hospice Care of Rhode Island Encourages Families to 'Have a Conversation' 
BY ARTHUR C. NORMAN 

anorman@jewishallianceri.org 

PROVIDENCE - November 
marks National Hospice and 
Palliative Care Month, when 
hospices across the country 
raise awareness in their com
munities about the care and 
services that hospices can offer 
to individuals facing a serious 
illness. Home & Hospice Care 
of Rhode Island (HHCRI) is ta.k
ing the opportunity to encour
age families and individuals to 
"have a conversation" about the 
services hospice can provide to 
a seriously ill loved one. 

"Health care is complex. Ev
ery situation is different and it's 
not always clear when it's time 
for hospice care;· said Diana 
Franchitto, president and CEO 
of HHCRI. "We want the com-

munity to know that there's 
help available that brings com
fort, love and respect to patients 
and families coping with seri
ous illness. We offer a multitude 
of services that can absolutely 
help individuals and families. 
Our hope is that families will 
take the time to have a conver
sation about serious illness and 
discuss the services that are 
available to them." 

Hospice and palliative care 
are different than traditional 
health care services. HHCRI 
provides pain management, 
symptom control, psychosocial 
support and spiritual care to pa
tients and their families facing 
the advanced stages of serious 
illness. A team of dedicated and 
caring experts - including doc
tors, nurses, hospice aides, so-

cial workers, chaplains, trained 
volunteers and grief counselors 
deliver care in homes, nursing 
homes, assisted living facilities, 
hospitals and group homes. In 
addition, HHCRI's Philip Huli
tar Inpatient Center, the only 
freestanding inpatient provider 
of hospice care in Rhode Island, 
offers a higher level of pain and 
symptom management than 
can be achieved at home. 

HHCRI's efforts to encourage 
individuals and families to 
'have a conversation' about the 
help that hospice can provide 
will be promoted throughout 
the month in a variety of ways, 
including advertising in local 
community papers, through the 
HHCRI website and through 
HHCRI's social media platforms 
on Facebook (Facebook.com/ 

hhcri) and Twitter (@HHCRI). 
"It's important that the pub

lic knows, year-round, the 
full range of services that we 
provide in the community,'' 
added Franchitto. "Yet during 
November, we ramp up our ef
forts to raise awareness of the 
high-quality care that's avail
able to them. Every individual 
and every family deserves to 
have quality, compassionate 
care that helps people maintain 
their identity, dignity, and free
dom from pain and anxiety." 

HHCRI offers consultations to 
patients and their loved ones on 
a daily basis. 

To learn more and to get the 
information you need to make 
decisions for yourself or a loved 
one, call 415-4200 or visit hhcri. 
org. 

Editor's note: Home & Hospice 
Care of Rhode Island, the major 
teaching afliliate for hospice 
and palliative medicine of the 
Warren Alpert Medical School 
of Brown University, is the larg
est hospice in Rhode Island and 
the second oldest in the nation. 

For more than three decades, 
HHCRI has been a leader in hos
pice and palliative care, com
passionately and skillfuliy pro
viding comprehensive medical, 
emotional and spiritual care. 
With a vision to enable patients, 
their families and loved ones to 
have a meaningful experience 
during a difficult time, HHCRI 
helps people live out their lives 
with comfort and dignity. 
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So look who's talking in Yiddish! 
How Yiddish entered the mainstream 

There are many non-English words, 
currently held hostage in a purgatory of 
orphaned words, begging to be admit
ted to the English vocabulary. But since 

OF SCIENCE 
&SOCIETY 

there are no admis
sions committees 
authorized by Wash
ington - or even a 
friendly rabbinical 
council - how then 
may an alien word 
manage to enter the 
standard English 
vocabulary? Should 
there be, perhaps, 
formal entrance re-
quirements with a 

The most evident mechanism to facili
tate the transfer of a foreign word into 
the ranks of English is foreign people 
moving here. This movement might 
take the form of an invading a'rmy, an 
immigrant family seeking refuge or 
even a human surrogate such as a mo
tion picture or some other cultural em
bassy. 

"The sole criterioun of viability 
remains the public survival of 
each candidate word." 

STANLEY M. 
ARONSON, M.D. 

judicial court oflan- The millions of Ashkenazi Jews - im
guage savants then migrants principally from Russia, Po
sitting in rigorous land and the Baltic and Balkan commu
judgment? Or, alter- nities of Europe - arrived in America 

natively, can one pay an admission fee? during the interval of 1880 to 1910. They 
There exist, of course, those zealous settled mainly in the larger cities of 

guardians of Truth and Purity who the east coast; and, in their zeal to as
resist any expansion of mother Eng- similate, they rapidly learned English 
lish, particularly if the candidate word but not without a lingering touch of the 
does not possess an unqualified Latin Yiddish language to add emphasis and 
or Greek heritage. The origin of the even nuance to their thoughts. 
candidate word, perhaps more than its Use of the mother tongue - whether 
current utility, may sometimes deter- Italian, Spanish or Yiddish - was one of 
mine . whether it the last things to be relinquished by the 
.will join the ranks :-- ~....;..--~-. ,c newly-arrived immi-
of acceptable ver- -;c ;;; ~ ::.~::Z::.; ... .;;4;~..,~,~ .......... , .... grants of that era. 

• if ...... ~,., ...... '" ho ' o..:.i., sio LI$ 'CltA, ""'-0 ~ 4 ':-""'' b1age. Thus, the . ., ,:~ <'Ou':::;~/" ;•~:-,,, ~ 1c And so, isolated 
foreign word had --~.,..:z.u~,-":J:;/'f.;~'l;/,~ij,~ ~t~t'!;• Yiddish nouns and 
once been deemed ~~..-,,,~.fo ... d,:;:,1.., 'i:;,"'•;,'-::_o, •• adjectives neces-
. t t .-4,r u, ~..o:aboo1r"lr1;ust<11tr._ .. <1dJ ... Y&e1_1 il " tdd " t Jargon, can , gu - ~ -~ ,, ,,_,-bet, ,,,,,, ,,_.,,e,.1.7-,, ci.,,0 ,.. sar y m ru e m o 

1 ,-,,,,_,_a,,,,,,. ""1 =ts•• no., h 
ter-tongue, sang '¾"'°"'°'7""',;,,, u,;n:te,- ~,e ..,0 °rc1<Pi _ t e daily conversa-
or abusive argot, 14,.,."'~"o/ ~,.,, s.,,,,,:1;,ct tlia~ 0 r,. ~ tions in a variety o'f 
its admission is relf..l'c¥seo,?' 11,,.;,7'°,,;:(,,1cr,;,,:,"olh~ Jo industries; and with 
not a foregone 0 o Po,,,., "ec,-~0 '*'b),. 0 '=" 0 o 6 ,,,,, time they were in-

, ~ • "q/t/ -V lf,:j/L .. ~ Q "'- - 1/J" 
con c I us ion . ·-' ~ a: tJ,f'y .,, a ll;j a boo" ,...,, ~ corporated into the 
Only the insis- ~ (IJE>a 'lJc-o~ 1141 mainstream vocabu-
tent voice of the many will ---.:.-"1.11>..J lary of the workplace 
overcome the negative decisions of the a s well as in places of 
rhetorical purists. The acceptance by public assemblage. 
the anonymous hordes of users keeps For a multitude of reasons - oppor
English an eminently democratic tunity, exploitation of old-world skills, 
tongue, eventually satisfying the ex- ethnic tradition - many immigrant 
pressive needs both of the sages and the Jews at the turn of the 20th century 
street-folk. sought employment in the business of 

So, if there is no one official entrance entertaining others. And so, audiences 
to the domain of acceptable English, rather than isolated listeners became 
what pathways may then be employed accustomed to hearing Yiddish words; 
to transform, e.g., say an Inner Mongo- they were incorporated into mono
lian term into a word unconditionally logues and comic routines of the world 
inhabiting a standard English diction- of entertainment as well as into the 
ary? daily discourse of the many mercantile 

"If the word resonates 
persistently well after the 
initial shoat, then democracy 
has prevailed and a new 
entrant is welcomed into the 
unabridged dictionaries of 
the En1lish language." 

The sole criterion of viability remains 
the public survival of each candidate 
word. Imagine now that each such word 
is shouted into an echo chamber called 
the marketplace; and if the word reso
nates persistently, if there are echoes 
lingering well after the initial shout, 
then democracy has prevailed and a 
new entrant is joyously welcomed into 
the unabridged dictionaries of the Eng
lish language. 

businesses, both wholesale and retail. 
Eventually, and regardless of their 

religion, those in the food industry be
came familiar with alien nouns such as 
bagel, blintz, kasha, latke and knish. 

In general street discourse, such 
words as gonif, klutz, noodge, Litvak, 
mensh, nudnik, yenta, and golem; and 
such endearing or felicitous attributes 
as chutzpah, haimischkeit and kvelling. 

The day has finally arrived when a 
Texas cowboy, weary after a lengthy 
horseback ride, might stagger into an 
Abilene saloon and declare: "I've been 
shlepping a load of bupkis for days and 
I'm still shvitzing; so give me a cold beer 
and maybe add a bagel, some lox and a 
shmear of cream cheese." The bartend
er would reply without pausing: "Sure 
thing, boychik." 

Stanley M. Aronson, M.D., may be 
reached at smamd@cox.net. 
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ARE YOU AT THE 

END OF 
YOUR ROPE! 

Are you fed up with special diets and 
programs that only lead to frustration 
and failure? 

If you've been struggling with your 
weight for years and continue to worry 
about the consequences , we can help. 

Health Way RI 

WEIGHT~~WELLNESS 
Integrating Body, Mind and Spirit 

We' ve applied the experience of years with 
the expertise of a Board Certifiecl Physician 
and Registered Dietitians to finally guide you 
to long term weight loss and optimal health. 

♦ Comprehesive medical evaluation 

♦ Personalized weight loss plan 

· ♦ When indicated, latest weight loss 
medications 
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Irving T. Gilson, MD 
Medical Director 

INTERESTED? 
Call for more information 

or to schedule a free 
orientation with a 

Registered Dietitian. 
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www.healthwayri.com 
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Yellen's rise to Fed chief gains more 
attention for gender than faith 

FROM PAGE 8 ISLAM 

BY RON KAMPEAS 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - Janet 
Yellen is soft-spoken, tough, 
methodological, flexible - and 
Jewish. 

President Obama's announce
ment last week that he had 
tapped Yellen, 67, to succeed 
Ben Bernanke as chairman of 
the Federal Reserve made news 
in part because she would be 
the first woman in the top spot. 

That very little was made of 
her Jewishness likely derives 
mostly from the fact that she 
would be not the first or sec
ond but at least the fifth Jewish 
chair of the United States cen
tral bank and the third in a row 
following Bernanke and Alan 
Greenspan. 

For the first Jewish Fed 
chairman, one has to go back 
to the 1930s, when the post was 
assumed by Eugene Meyer, bet
ter known, perhaps, as the pa
triarch of the family who ran 
the Washington Post for eight 
decades. 

·i, ·,,_ ... -·1·, 

"Ms. Yellen's policy 
orientation has 
proven to be 
flexible and . 

· appropriate to the 
prevailing economic 
conditions." 

Yellen's Wikipedia entry lists 
her as Jewish based on a refer
ence to a 2001 profile of husband 
George Akerlof, then a Nobel 
Prize-winning economist at 
the University of California, 

The Program in Judaic Studies at 
Brown University and Brown RISO Hillel 
invite you to a panel discussion: 

Janet Yellen 

Berkeley. The article noted that 
the couple attended the Reform 
Congregation Beth El in the 
northern California city. 

Beyond that, Yellen's Jewish 
connections are not known. 
It's not clear if she and her hus
band are attached to any Wash
ington-area synagogue and lo
cal Jewish religious leaders are 
unaware of any affiliation. The 
lone Jewish organization to 
note her nomination, the World 
Jewish Congress, made.more of 
her gender than her faith . 

Profiles quoting her class
mates at Brown and Yale uni
versities and at Fort Hamil
ton High School in her native 
Brooklyn, N.Y., depict her as a 
soft-spoken nerd. 

Her parents were Jewish, but 
one classmate's memory of her 
Brooklyn home evokes an up
bringing focused on all-Amer-

Is the Sky Falling? 
Scholars Analyze the 2013 Pew Report 
on the Future of American Jews 

PANELI STS 
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of History, Department of Rel ig1ous Studtc'>, Office of Chaplains and Rellg1ous 
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ican traditions. Her 
mother, Anna Blumen
thal, was a den mother 
to Cub Scouts, Rich Ru
bin told Reuters. 

Yellen, who in the 
1990s chaired President 
Bill Clinton's Council 
of Economic Advis
ers, went on to become 
president of San Fran
cisco's Federal Reserve 
Bank from 2004 to 2010. 
Obama named her the 
vice chairwoman of the 
Federal Reser ve in 2010. 

News reports about 
Yellen have focused on 
her similarities to Ber
nanke. According to a 
New York Times profile, 
Ye!Jen intends to contin-
ue and expand his insis
tence on transparency 
in how the Fed arrives 

at its policies, and prizes preci
sion in arriving at formulas to 
assess interest rates. 

Yellen emphasizes unemploy
ment over inflation, and has 
said she is willing to adjust in
flation rates above 2 percent to 
spur employment. 

But some colleagues have not
ed her past embrace of "hawk
ish" policies. Peter Hooper of 
Deutsche Bank wrote in the 
Economist on Oct. 11 that in 
the 1990s, as a member of the 
Fed's Open Market Committee, 
Yellen pushed to raise interest 
rates amid low unemployment. 

"Ms. Yellen's policy orien
tation has proven to be flex
ible and appropriate to the 
prevailing economic condi
tions," wrote Hooper, who was 
a staffer with Yellen on the 
Fed's Division of International 
Finance. "I have known her to 
be a straight shooter, someone 
whose views are governed by 
an objective assessment of the 
data within a reasonable ana
lytical framework." 

experienced a complete state 
of peace in that dream. Malik 
had an epiphany: "What I real
ized was - when you go towards 
God, you don't bend the rules 
to fit you. You have to make 
those changes within yourself 
to come close to him so you can 
be at peace." She confessed that 
she did receive some negative 
comments when she started 
wearing the garment, but had 
dismissed them because such 
ridicule is part of normal suf
fering: "When you accept the 
teachings of the prophet, you're 
likely to be mqcked and perse
cuted. You have to withstand 
that attack and be steadfast in 
it. Then God says, this person is 
serious." 

I wondered if it ever bothered 
her to suppress her attractive
ness. Malik explained that she 
sWl has the opportunity to 
present herself in the best light 
to her fe!Jow female commu
nity members and to her fam
ily - she just can't go out into 
society looking the same way as 
she appears in front of her close 
ones. Summing up, she said, 
"You don't show the world your 
adornments." 

Malik has plenty of chances 
to present herself to the wom
en's organization she oversees. 
Currently, Malik is serving as 
the national president for Lajna 
Ima'illah, the local women's 
auxiliary to the Ahmadiyya 
Muslims. The organization's 
website states that their pledge 
includes the promise "to always 
be ready to sacrifice my life, 
property, time and children for 
the cause of the faith and the 
community." Malik's duties in 
this organization, whose name 
she translates as Maidservants 
of God, consist of overseeing 
72 communities throughout 
the U.S., approving leader elec
tions and supervising activi
ties. Members educate young 
women and children because 
they believe that women ad
vance and develop best under 
the guidance of other women. 

www.BonnieSellsHouses.com 
# I Coldwell Banker 

Residential Brokerage Agent in RI 
for 2006, 2008, 2009, 
2010, 2011 and 2012 
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She said, "We encourage each 
other towards proper modesty 
and spiritual progress." 

One of their new annual tra
ditions is giving blood for a 
month, starting on September 
11. Malik explained, "9/ 11 is 
a wound on our community 
because the authors of it were 
Muslims in the so-called name 
of Islam, which is, of course, 
completely wrong. We want to 
heal that wound." Malik em
phasized that Islam is not an ag
gressive religion: "It's a religion 
of peace - even the meaning of it 
is peace." 

To illustrate, she told an ac
count of a British journalist 
who traveled to Afghanistan 
to get the inside story on the 
conditions in which the lo
cal downtrodden women live. 
Wearing a shuttlecock burka 
(only the eyes are uncovered), 
the journalist went on an ex
ploration. Unfortunately, her 
poorly hidden camera was dis
covered and she was captured 
by the Taliban. Tortured and 
interrogated, she was able to 
come out of the horrific ordeal 
by promising her captives that 
she would read the Holy Quran. 
The journalist kept her prom
ise and found that Islam was so 
supportive of women that she, 
became a Muslim. 

Noticing my skeptical look, 
Malik pointed out that she sees 
the irony of the situation. She 
exclaimed, "So why don't they 
[the Taliban) read the Holy 
Quran? They're obviously not 
reading it! Isn't that strange?!" 
According to Malik, the Tali,, 
ban people have been indoctri~ 
nated. Without thinking about 
their religion, "they are doing 
a huge amount of harm to their 
own people, to women, and to 
the world." She believes that 
this presents a really serious 
problem because "when people 
have issues with Islam, they re
ally have issues with the politi
cal agenda." 

Discussing various religions, 
Malik says that the one com
mon thread among Christi
anity, Judaism and Islam is 
Abraham. "He's the founder of 
prophets, the forefather, and 
our prayers include him." An
other similarity between Islam 
and Judaism is monotheism. 
While the two religions share 
the belief that there is only one 
God, Muslims believe that all 
prophets receive revelations 
from God, who, in turn, sup
ports and protects them. Islam 
also has a great regard for Mo
ses, who is mentioned 40 times 
in the Quran. Muslims believe 
that he and Mohammad led 
very similar lives: "They both 
came bringing a law." 

Malik invites people to come 
to the Temple Emanu-EI event 
bringing an open mind and a 
readiness to ask questions. 

For more information: con
tact Miriam Abrams-Stark at 
Temple Emanu-El, 331-1616. 



--~ - -- - --- ·--~- --------

theJewlshvolce.org 

Fruces Ida Rltll IFree■ul 
Berier,92 

EAST PROVIDENCE -Fran
ces Ida Ruth (Freeman) Berger 
died October 16. She was the 
wife of the late John H. Berger. 
Born in Portland, Oregon, she 
was a daughter of the late David 
and Esther (Finstein) Freeman. 

She is survived by her daugh
ters, Nancy Riffle and Wendy 
Miller and grandchildren, Ela
na Riffle and Elyse and Michelle 
Miller. She was the mother of 
the late Alan Berger and sister 
of the late Louise Carlin. 

Contributions may be made 
in her memory to the Jewish 
Elder Care, 100 Niantic Ave., 
Cranston, RI 02907. 

Myron B10011, 75 
TAUNTON, Mass. - Myron 
Bloom died October 24 He was 
the husband of Dianne (Kauff
man) Bloom. He was a son of 

the late Hy-
,-------, man and 

Anna (Co-
hen) Bloom 
and a lifelong 
resident of 
Taunton. 

He attend
ed Suffolk 
University 
and was the 

owner of the former Bloom's 
Butcher Shop in Taunton, retir
ing in 2004. He was a member of 
Congregation Agudath Achim 
and The King David Masonic 
Lodge. 

Besides his wife, he is sur
vived by his sons, Wayne Bloom 
and Russell Bloom; his sis
ter, Muriel Goldstein; and his 
grandchildren, Kevin, Molly, 
Aidan, Callie, Ellie and Lacey. 

Contributions may be made to 
Congregation Agudath Achim, 
PO Box 826, Taunton, MA 02780 
or to the Dana Farber Cancer 
Institute, 455 Brookline Ave, 
Boston, MA 02215. 

M■riel B. "M" Co~e■, 72 
WAKEFIELD - Muriel B "M" 

Cohen died Oct. 21 at home. 

She was a Nationally Certi
fied Counselor and a long-time 
partner of Delta Consultants 
.-----,=---, of Rhode Is

land. 
She was a 

world travel
er, voracious 
reader and fe
rocious card 
player. 

She is sur
"-"'--'"'----'--- vived by her 

husband Dr. 
Thomas "Pa" Comiskey, sons 
David and Joseph, daughters 
Michelle and Jennifer, daugh
ter-in-law Isabel Cohen, sons
in-law Peter Manning and Iain 
Roberts, grandchildren Mason, 
Sage, Max, Jacob, Emma and 
Caleb, and her first husband 
Stewart Cohen. 

Contributions may be made 
to The Jonnycake Center, 1231 
Kingstown Road, Peace Dale, 
RI 02879 

S~irtey Gold11ber1, 87 
WARWICK - Shirley Golden

berg died Oct. 26 at St. Eliza
beth Home, East Greenwich. 
She was the wife of the late 
Irving Goldenberg. Born in 
Johnston, a daughter of the late 
Emilio and Susie (Terelli) Fer
ranti, she had lived in Warwick 
for efght years, previously liv
ing in West Warwick and Provi
dence. She was a receptionist 
for Capuano Sanitary Landfill 
for many years, retiring more 
than 20 years ago. 

She was the mother of Janice 
Maggiacomo and her husband, 
Philip, of Cranston, Jacob Gold
enberg and his wife, Elyse, of 
Exeter, and Marsha Carbone 
and her partner, Scott Molloy, 
of West Kingstown; sister of 
Celia Ricci of Cranston and the 
late Salvatore Ferranti; grand
mother of Lacey, Shana, Daniel, 
Michael, Sara and Robbi; great 
grandmother of Jason, Ava, 
Sophia, Lilianna, Caleb, Jenna 
and Bella. 

Contributions may be made 
to the Alzheimer's Association 

of Rhode Island, 245 Waterman 
St., Providence, RI 02906. 

lr■a (Malley) Gross, 91 
PROVIDENCE - Irma (Mal
ley) Gross, died on November 
5. Born in Hartford, Conn., the 
daughter of the late Solomon 
and Dora (Shapiro) Malley, she 
moved to Providence in 1946. 

She attended Smith College 
and Tobe-Coburn School for 
Fashion Careers and graduated 
Phi Beta Kappa from Brown 
University in 1985. She was 
an active volunteer and recog
nized leader in organizations 
that included Mount Hope Day 
Care Center, Inspiring Minds 
(Lippitt Hill Tutorial), National 
Council of Jewish Women, IN
SIGHT Radio and Temple Beth
El (Minyan). 

She was the wife of the 
late Herman Gross and the 
mother of Rosalie Gross Fox of 
Dorset, Vt., Joanna Beth Seere 
of Warwick, N.Y., Emily Van 
Cleve of Santa Fe, N.M. and 
Lauren Gross of Potomac, Md. 
She leaves sons-in-law, Lee Fox, 
Ray Van Cleve, and Hal Segall; 
grandchildren Daniel Fox, Ned 
Fox, Hilary Fox, Jeremy Van 
Cleve, Eli Van Cleve, Deanna 
Segall and Hayley Segall; and 
brother Alvin Malley. 

The funeral will be held on 
Friday, November 8, at 1 p.m. 
at Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence. Burial at 
Swan Point Cemetery. Shiva 
will be observeq at her late resi
dence, Sat. 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. and 
Sun. 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. Contribu
tions may be made to one of her 
favorite organizations. 

Gertlrde Hak, 18 
PROVIDENCE - Gertrude 

Hak of EPOCH on Blackstone 
Blvd., died November 2. She 
was the wife of the late Phil
lip Hak. Born in Providence, a 
daughter of the late Harry and 
Ida (Goldstein) Goldberg, she 
had lived in Pawtucket most of 
her life before moving to Provi
dence six years ago. 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
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Gertrude was a teacher in 
the Pawtucket school system, 
a member of Temple Emanu-El 
and a life member of Hadassah . 
She was the mother of the late 
Kenneth Hak; sister of the late 
William Goldberg, Anne Gold
fine, Evelyn Mellion and Myrtle 
Silverman; grandmother of 
Rachel Goodman. She is also 
survived by several nieces and 
nephews. 

Contributions in her memory 
may be made to Home & Hos
pice Care of RI. 

Mildred (Ludy) S~ISIIU, 91 
PROVIDENCE - Mildred 

(Landy) Shusman died October 
29. She was the wife of the late 
Tevis Shusman. Born in Provi
dence, a daughter of the late Na
than and Sadie (Golden) Landy, 
she had lived in Massachusetts 
for many years before moving 
to Virginia in 2008. 

A graduate of the Rhode Is
land School of Design with a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree 
in portraiture, she was a for
mer docent at the Springfield 
Museum of Fine Arts and the 
GWV Smith Art Museum, both 
in Springfield, Mass. She was 
a former member of Kodimoh 
Synagogue and Sinai Temple, 
both in Springfield. 

She is survived by her chil
dren, Joel Shusman and his 
wife Melody, and Deborah 
Anne Snyder and her husband 
Jeffrey; her brother Allan 
Landy; her granddaughter Ra
chel Gleesing; and her great
granddaughter Lyla Gleesing. 
She was the sister of the late 
Annette Halpern and Loretta 
Penn. 

Contributions can be made to 
Lewy Body Dementia Assoc., 
912 Killian Hill Road. S.W., Lil
burn, GA 30047. 
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HealthSource RI 
new metrics 

PROVIDENCE - Health
Source RI, Rhode Island's 
health benefits exchange, 
has released certain met
rics from its fifth week of 
operation, Sunday, Oct. 27, 
through Saturday, Nov. 2: 

Contact Center calls: 
3,508 
Contact Center walk-

ins: 558 
Unique Website visits: 
11,825 
Total Website visits: 
13,778 
Accounts Created: 
1,922 
Completed and 

Processed Applications: 
880 

Coverage for all plans be
gins on January 1, 2014. 

Since open enrollment be
gan on Oct. l, HealthSource 
RI has reported: 

Contact Center calls: 
18,977 

Contact Center walk
ins: 1,798 

Unique Website visits: 
101,135 

Total Website visits: 
119,352 

Accounts Created: 
11,609 
Completed and Pro

cessed Applications: 4,642 

HealthSource RI reports 
volume totals for Contact 
Center calls and walk-ins, 
as well as Website visits, 
accounts created, and com
pleted and processed appli
cations, for the prior week 
on a weekly basis. Monthly 
enrollment data report
ing is expected to begin 
during the second week in 
November. 
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FROM PAGE 1 RISCC 
Reverend Marie Carpenter 
set the tone for the event 
- "Everyone can make a 
difference" - by relating the 
story of the starfish: 

"An elderly beachcomber 
came across a multitude of 
beached starfish dying in the 
sun and began throwing them 
back into the water. A young 
jogger came upon the scene 
and challenged the older man, 
'Why are you throwing them 
back into the water? There 
are thousands of them - what 
difference can that possibly 
make?' At that, the elderly 
man picked up another star
fish , tossed it back into the sea 
and said, 'It makes all the dif
ference to that one."' 

"We are all just individuals," 
said Carpenter, "but we can 
all make a difference in other 
people's lives." She then went 
on to introduce the Heroes 
of Faith and the Partners of 
Faith as individuals who self
lessly "lent their lives helping 
one person, one group, one 
organization at a time . . . we 
are blessed to have them all 
in one room ... the energy and 
the spirit in this room today is 
truly amazing." 

The Jewish Alliance del
egation included Board Chair 
Sharon Gaines; President and 
CEO Jeffrey Savit; Senior 
Vice President Minna Ellison; 
Community Relations Council 
Director (CRC) Marty Coo
per; Maxine Richman, of the 
Rhode Island Interfaith Steer
ing Committee, as well as Rab
bi Emeritus Jim Rosenberg of 
Temple Habonim, Rabbi Marc 

COMMUNITY 

Mandel of Touro Synagogue 
and Rabbi Andrew Klein of 
Temple Habonim and his hus
band Andy Mastoon, and a re
porter from the Jewish Voice. 

Reverend Don Anderson be
gan distributing the Heroes 
of Faith Awards. The first 
George Dickson Kenney Stew
a rdship Award was presented 
posthumously to Kenney's 
family in his behalf. Hebert W. 
Bolles posthumously received 
the lifetime achievement 
award named for him and Dr. 
Marian Styles-McClintock 
also received a Bolles Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 

Swami Yogatmananda was 
recognized as the Interfaith 
awardee and the Community 
and Faith Service Awards 
were presented to Kathleen M. 
McKeon and Kathleen Taylor. 
Susan Adler and Linda Katz 
were recognized as previous 
recipients of that award. Dur
ing Rev. Anderson's acknowl
edgement of Kathleen Taylor, 
the West Valley Inn's intercom 
blared to one of the venue's 
catering managers, "Shorty, 
the bread is here!" The Rever
end, with timing worthy of a 
Borscht Belt comic, delivered 
the well-received punchline, 
"The bread is here, but is the 
wine?" 

The 2013 Fa ith Leader of 
the Year, Rabbi Amy Levin of 
Temple Torat Yisrael in East 
Greenwich, President of the 
Greater Rhode Island Board 
of Rabbis, was introduced and 
praised by Anderson, her long-
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Rev. Don Anderson, Rabbi Amy Levin, Rev. Betsy Garland 

Jewish Alliance Board Chair Sharon Gaines, Alliance President and CEO Jeffrey Savit and Provi
dence Mayor Angel Taveras shared some pre-event pleasantries. 
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FROM PAGE 36 AWARDS 
time friend and co-traveler to 
Israel - along with Iman Farid 
Ansari. (See "It's no joke: A 
rabbi, a minister and an imam 
travel together to Israel" The 
Jewish Voice, April 26 , 2013.) 

can be found on page 39.) 
Maxine Richman, the first 

Interfaith Hero awardee in 
2010 and a member of the 
Interfaith Coalition Steer
ing Committee, said of Rabbi 
Levin, "Rabbi Levin is an in
tegral part of the RI Interfaith 
Coalition to Reduce Poverty. 
We are so proud that she has 
been chosen Faith Leader of 
the Year by the RISCC. We 
celebrate her extraordinary 
accomplishments of bringing 
people of other faiths together 
to foster better understanding 
of each other." 
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RISCC's formal introduction 
of Rabbi Levin read, in part, 
"Not only is Rabbi Levin inter
ested in supporting rabbis and 
faith communities in envision
ing and achieving goals, she is 
a founding member of Voices 
of Faith where she has been 
collaborating with Christian, 
Muslim, Buddhist, and other 
clergy to establish a new in
terfaith organization. Rabbi 
Levin has served congrega
tions in the United States and 
Israel and works to bring these 
communities together. She has 
been an instructor of Talmud 
and Jewish Law in Jerusalem 
and is widely respected as a 
member of the Committee on 
Jewish Law and Standards in 
the Rabbinical Assembly. She 
is also on the cutting edge of 
using technology as a tool for 
community building, educa
tion, and communication." 

"Rabbi Levin exemplifies 
the spirit of the Hero of Faith 
Award," offered Marty Coo
per, CRC director for the Jew
ish Alliance. "The rabbi's 
hard work and dedication on 
the numerous committees she 
participates in is an excellent 
example of how to bring our 
communities together." 

ARTHUR C. NORMAN 
Rev. Don Anderson, Maxine Richman, Rabbi Andrew Klein, Rev. Betsy Garland 

Rabbi Levin's humble accep
tance remarks exemplified the 
sports adage that "there is no 
'I' in team" and to those who 
know the rabbi were not sur
prised that she credited other 
individuals, groups and or
ganizations for the fine work 
they do that makes her work 
so meaningful. (The complete 
text of Rabbi Levin's remarks 

Rabbi Andrew Klein was one 
of several Partners in Faith 
award winners. Klein's award 
was sponsored by the Rhode 
Island Interfaith Coalition to 
Reduce Poverty; the RISCC's 
introduction informed the 
gathered guests that "Since 
Rabbi Klein came to Temple 
Habonim in Barrington six 
and one-half years ago, he has 
made fostering interfaith rela
tions a significant part of his 
pulpit .. . Last June at Temple 
Habonim, Rabbi Klein wel
comed The Prism of Praise 

Join the Women's Alliance for our Campaign Celebration 

featuring Pam Jen off, international bestselling author of 

THE AMBASSADOR'S daughter 
and The Kommandant's Girl 

Community Gospel Choir, a 
multicultural, ethnically di
verse Christian choir and the 
Temple's Ruach Singers for an 
evening of interfaith harmony. 
Rabbi Klein is currently the 
president of the Barrington 
Interfaith clergy Association." 

Although Rabbi Klein did 
not address the assemblage 
at the ceremony, he offered 
these comments to The Jew
ish Voice: "I feel honored and 
humbled to be receiving this 
award. I don't believe there 
is anything more important 
than helping people learn to 

"Fans of Kate Morton and Alyson Richman should reach for popular Jenoff's latest 
historical romance .. :• -Booklist for The Ambassador's daughter 

Wednesday, November 20, 2013 
Ledgemont Country Club 
131 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA 
7pm Presentation 
8pm Dessert Reception and Book Signing 

Minimum Gift to the 2014 Annual Campaign: $ll8 
If you are a first time donor lo the Jewish Allia11ce, we invite you to 
make a starter gift of $54 

For more information contact Danielle Germanowski at 401.421.4111 ext. 109 or 
dgermanowski@jewishal lianceri.org 

401 Elmgorve Avenue I Providence, Rf 02906 I jewishallianceri.org 

appreciate the similarities we 
all share and respect the dif
ferences between us. Dr. Kris
ten Standahl called upon all of 
us to engender a healthy 'holy 
envy' for what we admire in 
one another's traditions. I be
lieve that's an ideal for us all 
to strive to attain." 

Jewish Alliance President 
and CEO spoke for our entire 
community when he saluted 

OPEN HOUSE 

both rabbis. "Maza/ tov to both 
Rabbi Levin and Rabbi Klein 
for receiving these lovely, im
portant, well-deserved hon
ors. Both Amy and Andy shine 
brightly upon their respective 
synagogues and, quite simply, 
upon our entire Rhode Island 
Jewish community. They are, 
indeed, 'Heroes' to us all." 

21 Bedford Road, Oak Hill 
Sunday, November 10 

12:00 - 1:30 P.M. 

135 Elmgrove Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

joshcarl30@gmail.com 
0: 401-454-2684 

When buying or seUing a home, 
it's to your advantage C: 401-458-5500 

F: 401-454-2699 to work with a professional 
who understands your family, 

your life, your needs. 

Living with Alzheimer's. 
We emphasize the first word, 
not the last. 
Despite the nature of this devastating 
illness. our specially trained staff 
provide sensitive , comprehensive 
core to Alzheimer's and dementia 
patients in the comfort . familiarity 
and safety of their own home. 

Call 401.751 .9660 or visit us at 
CathleenNoughtonAssoc.com 

CJr. ~ Cathleen 
Naughton 

Associates 
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FROM PAGE 37 REMARKS 
The complete text of 
Rabbi Amy Levin's 
remarks upon 
receiving the 2013 
Faith Leader of the 
Year Award by the 
Rhode Island State 
Council of Churches: 

When I was a little girl in East 
Orange, New Jersey, I was often 
chased home by kids [from] a lo
cal parochial sc cd chase me 
through the alleys in our neigh
borhood and called me "dirty 
Jew." When I was a young 
mother living in Jerusalem, I 
had rocks thrown at me from 
the Arab village across the road 
as I parked my car one night 
early on in the intifada years. I 
was not a promising candidate 
for interfaith leadership. The 
proximity of Christians and 
Muslims was more threatening 
than reassuring. 

Jews engaged in the study of 
the Torah and rabbinic litera
ture don't sit in concentrated 
isolation in a library - we sit 
across the table from a chaver, 
from a study partner, and we 
examine, debate, argue, pos-

tulate, explore - the premise is 
that two heads are better than 
one. The premise is that one 
person, no matter how bril
liant, just cannot bring out all 
the depth of meaning of a text 
alone. We each need a study 
partner to challenge us, teach 
us, show us paths we'd never be 
able to discover on our own. 

Indeed, the premise is that 
where two people come together 
to study Torah, the shechinah, 
God's most imminent nurtur
ing presence, draws even near
er. 

·I can tell you that the collab
orative effort I have engaged in 
with Reverend Don Anderson, 
Imam Farid Ansari, Reverend 
Betsy Garland and so many 
other inspiring faith leaders in 
our state has been a journey of 
exploration, personal growth 
that has led to spiritual fulfill
ment. I have learned from and 
been inspired by my chaverim, 
my partners. These people have 
shown me paths I never would 
have discovered on my own. 

The actions for which I am be
ing honored this morning mean 
a tremendous amount to me and 
I am proud to be standing be
fore you as the recipient of this 
year's Rhode Island State Coun
cil of Churches Faith Leader 
of the Year Award. Reverend 
Mercedes and Bishop Wolf and 

FROMPAGE26 AUTHOR 
Q. Love the recent titles: 

"The Kommandant's Girl," 
"The Diplomat's Wife" and 
"The Ambassador's Daugh
ter" Are you going to keep 
going with this pattern? 
What's up next? 

A. "The Kommandant's Girl" 

was my first book, then "The 
Diplomat's Wife" and we made 
the most recent one, "The Am
bassador's Daughter," similar 
because they are part of a se
ries. Titles are always a com
plicated mix of what I come up 
with, alternatives the publisher 

Reverend Balark, whose ranks 
I join today, the previous re
cipients of this award, are each 
visionary and inspired leaders. 
The leadership of the Rhode Is
land State Council of Churches 
has taken an extraordinary 
step by bestowing this most re
spected award on a churchless 
rabbi. Members of my terrific 
- and patient - congregation, 
Temple Torat Yisrael of East 
Greenwich, are here today to 
support me and to express our 

may like and reaction by book
stores and others in the busi
ness. I have two publications 
coming out next year. The first 
is the "Grand Central" anthol
ogy in July and I'm beyond ex
cited about that. My next novel 
will be out in September - it's 
called "The Winter Guest" and 
it is the story of twin Polish sis-

ARTHUR C. NORMAN 

congregation's appreciation for 
this recognition. 

There is another whole del
egation of leaders from the Jew
ish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island who are also here in 
support and appreciation - the 
significance of this award is not 
lost on any of us - and is, indeed, 
treasured by all of us. None of 
my actions, none of my achieve
ments have been attained by sit
ting in concentrated isolation 
in my study - trying to build 

ters who are struggling to raise 
their three younger siblings 
during the war. One of the sis
ters finds a downed American 
paratrooper wounded in the 
woods. It is a book that goes 
very much to the heart of the 
war and will appeal to readers 
who liked "The Kommandant's 
Girl." 

. One-Stop Pain Relief 

Handel Center 
FOR 

Spine I Sports I Pain Intervention 

A graduate ofThe University of 
Michigan Medical School, Dr. Handel 
did his residency training at Harvard 
Medical School and is currently an 

Assistant Professor at Brown Medical 
School. Dr. Handel is an lnterventional 

Physiatrist, specializing in Physical 
Medicine, Pain Intervention and 

Sports Medicine. 

Todd E. Handel, M.D. ~ BROW N 
lnh.'T'\'l'ntlonal r t~~iutrist. C.:link:.11 .,'-',,.-;i.stant Prok•~Jr ·~ Alpffl\icJ,,,c.1"-Ct>ool 

100 Highland Avenue, Suite 102 Providence, RI 02906 
401 -305-5280 (t) 

www.handelcenter.com 

~ 
~~ 
PHYSICAL THERAPY 

Therapeutic Heated Pool (Cranston location only}• Chronic Pain Conditions 
. Orthopedic & Neurological Conditions • Post-Surgical Care• Sports Injuries• 

Rehabilitation of the Spine 

'Patients with pain require a 
multidisciplinary approach involving 
patient, physician and physical therapist. 
I entrust my patients' physical therapy 
needs ta Liberty Physical Therapy where 
comprehensive, compassionate and 
patient focused treatment gets the results 
patients deserve." 

- Dr. Todd Handel 

TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

100 Highland Avenue// Suite 305 
Providence // Summit Medical Bldg. 
--- 86S-6940 ---

1528 Cranston Street 
Cranston // Spine Tech Bldg. 
--- 228-7216 ---

WWW.LIBERTYPT.COM 
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bridges between faith commu
nities in a unilateral process is 
like clapping with one hand. It 
can't be done. 

Getting an award for the work 
I've done with my partners in 
faiths makes me a little ner
vous - because somehow the 
bestowing of an award feels like 
a summing up. But I don't feel 
done with any of this; we have 
way too many more journeys 
to take together. There are still 
so many mistaken assumptions 
waiting to be blasted, so many 
barriers of wariness to lower, so 
many infinitely rich bridges of 
trust to build. 

The conviction that real faith 
creates a safe space for mutual 
respect and reciprocal learn
ing fuels this journey. I first sat 
down at those tentative break
fasts with Reverend Anderson 
and Imam Ansari in the hope 
that we might demonstrate in 
some small way that real faith 
fosters peace. We've achieved 
much more than I had ever 
hoped with my chaverim, my 
partners in faith. When we 
come together to live the princi
ples of all our faiths, the shechi
nah, God's most imminent, nur
turing presence, draws near 
and blesses our joint enterprise. 
Let's keep that shechinah very 
busy! 

Q. I am always interested 
in the research for a novel -
mostly field research. What 
was the process for "The Am
bassador's Daughter"? 

A. Research varies for each 
book. For "The Kommandant's 
Girl," I'd just come back from 
years of living in Poland so it 
was somewhat instinctive. For 
"The Ambassador's Daughter," 
I had written my masters the
sis at Cambridge on the Paris 
Peace Conference so I loved 
the era, but the research was 
harder - combination of books, 
Internet, maps, periodicals, 
photos, etc. There are always 
mistakes no matter how hard I 
try and alw_ays readers ready to 
tell me about them! 

The Pam Jenoff presentation 
is Wednesday, Nov. 20, at 7:00 · 
p.m. at Ledgemont Country 
Club, 131 Brown St., Seekonk, 
Mass., and follows the Lion of 
Judah dinner at 5:00 p.m. It is 
free with a minimum donation 
of $118 to the Jewish Alliance, 
or $54 for first-time donors. Des-. 
ert reception and book signing 
to follow the presentation. 

For more information, con
tact Danielle Germanowski at 
421-4111, ext. 109. 

Robin Kall Homonoff hosted 
Reading With Robin on WHJJ 
920 AM for just over ten years. 
She is currently hosting author 
events around the state as well 
as keeping up with all book re
lated events on her blog www. 
robinkall.com. 
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,. _ IN PROGRESS 
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BIRTH - BOULDER, Colo. - Nancy and Terry Fitzgerald announce the birth of their 
son, Asher on Sept. 29. He is the grandson of Karen and Ira Asher of West Kingston. 

HOMECOMING QUEEN 
KINGSTON - Sabrina Brotons hails from 
The Bronx, N.Y.; she is a senior at URI 
studying public relations and political 
science. She's been involved in URI 
Hillel since freshman year and is now 
Co-President with Lily Nieto. Sabrina 
has helped plan numerous educational 
activities that focus on Jewish identity 
and culture, including last year's 
Holocaust Remembrance Week. 

Asked about being named URI Home
coming Queen this year, she said, "Com
ing to URI from a small Jewish day school 
with a graduating class of 50 students, I 
never thought Homecoming Courts ex
isted." 

While honored to be named Queen, Sa
brina added, "I'm even happier to repre
sent URI Hillel and the Jewish commu
nity." 

Mel and Pat (holding Jewish Voice) Blake, Bernice and Dick Kumins at the Holocaust 
Memorial in Odessa, Ukraine. An expanded article of their Viking River Cruise, "Foot
steps of the Cossacks," along the Dnieper River from Odessa to Kiev will appear in the 

November 22 issue of The Jewish Voice . 

ROOM SIZE & SCATTER RUGS 
(some exceptions apply) 

No further discounts on goods already on clearance 

Area Rugs 
New, Old & Antique 
Featuring: 
Crisp Contemporary Designs 
As ian Motifs 
Nubbly Textures 
Contemporary 
Trad itional 
Modern 
Geometric 
Floral 
Textural 
Thick 
Thin 
Flatwoven 

RUSTIGIAN RUGS 
ONE GOVERNOR STREET IN PROVIDENCE 

40 I • 7 S I -5100 
Mon-Fri I 0-5:30 

Conveniently located at the corner of Governor 
and Wickenden St. on the East Side of Providence 

Just up the street from Adle ' sJ~.a_[d_y-1ar_e 

) 
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~ Caring and Social Responsibility: Helping our Loco/ Community in Need 
. , • . ...... -~··:..._L\·.-, ,i .· . ., . .~"~~.. ~ ., 

People of all ages need help these days - including seniors, 
many of whom are living alone and struggling quietly to 
manage life's logistics and make ends meet. 

Our Caring and Social Responsibility initiative is there for 
home-bound seniors - making it possible for volunteers 
to deliver more than I 0,000 kosher Meals on Wheels, and 
some very welcome conversation and critical social support, 
to people who may not have other visitors or social 
support. We also partner with the Jewish Seniors Agency to 
send volunteers to nursing homes, assisted living residences, 
hospitals, and private homes - making 4,000 visits annually 
to keep elders company and help them celebrate Shabbat 
and continue other Jewish traditions. 

Please support our 2014 Annual Campaign. 

~I Elmgro"" A•enue 
Pro•ldern:e. RI 02906 

~l.◄21.◄ 111 
www.jewishallianceri.org 

~enior Cafe. a program of 
Jewish Family Service 

~s.+ "1IUl\l s. 
A.,\f'\M~ C,~p~~f'\ 

~408,000 J.ol'\ot" 
J.olws. kelp~J. S.Mrfot"+ 

oMt" loe4J C..OMMMI'\~ . 
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: · · • f O ,000 Kosher Meals 

• 4,000 Annual Visits 

more than 160 
people received 
food and a sense 
of community from 
Kosher Nutrition/ 
Meals-on-Wheels 

wi-H\ ~oM~ k~p, 
Wq,, uM Jo MO~. 


